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Welcome Message

Welcome to Tsuruoka and welcome to the Second Silicon in Agriculture Conference.

The first conference was held in Florida, three years ago. We are so pleased to have
again the chance that many scientists of different disciplines who are interested in silicon
meet together and discuss on common concerns.

In this conference, under six sessions, 30 oral and 55 poster presentations will be held.
Besides scientific program, we plan a half-day field excursion to have a glance at Shonai
plains, one of the most famous rice producing area in Japan, and also we plan two satellite
symposia. The one is “Sustainable paddy farming systems in Shorai Plains” under joint
auspieces of the Shonai Paddy Farming Promotion Society, many farmers in the Shonai area
will take in the symposium. The other is an open lecture meeting for Tsuruoka citizen titled
“Agriculture and Environment”.

In order to hold the conference, we were financially supported by the local government
and contributions from companies and individual scientists in this country. We are very
appreciative of these supports.

We will be amply rewarded, if you will feel that you are profiting by listening to the pre-
sentations of others and by an active exchange of ideas during the conference.

Again, we cordially welcome all delegates and accompanying persons who are kindly

participating in the Second Silicon in Agriculture Conference in Tsuruoka, Japan.

Eods Sk k-

Eiichi Takahashi
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