
      
 

 

 

 

 

Gifted Association of Missouri 

P.O. Box 3252, Springfield, MO 65808 

www.mogam.org 

Our Purpose 
 

1. To create an awareness among parents, educators, and 

the general public of the characteristics, needs, and 

educational requirements of the gifted and talented.   

2. To support the development of funding of programs for 

the gifted and talented. 

3. To share and disseminate information about existing 

local, state and federal educational programs for the gifted 

and talented. 

4. To encourage research relating to the identification of 

gifted and talented children and to assist in the 

dissemination of the information obtained to educators and 

the public. 
 

 

Executive Board 

President, Dr. Robin E. Lady 

151 Imperial Crown Way Unit K. 

Grover, MO 63040 

314-203-1165 

robin.lady.gam@gmail.com 
 

Executive Vice President, Lenae Lazzelle 

896 N. Pearson Ct.  

Springfield, MO 65802 

417-766-2313 

llazzell@drury.edu 
 

Conference Vice President, Debbie Green 

947 South Bemiston Avenue 

Clayton, MO 63105 

314-651-0608 

debbie_green@charter.net 
 

Membership Vice President, Meredith Burstin 

3440 S. Delaware #165 

Springfield, MO  65804 

417-860-4255 

mburs10@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Vice President, Shannon Fuller 

1030 Angelique St.  

Saint Joseph, MO 64501 

816-351-1605 

mrssfuller99@gmail.com 
 

Secretary, Peggy Pennington 

13827 E. Mission Rd. 

Nevada, MO 64772  

417-549-0479 

ppennington@penningtonweb.net 

 

Executive Secretary, Sue Peters 
Organization Contact Information Above 
 

 

        November 8, 2014 
 
Dear Gifted Association of Missouri Board of Directors: 
 

Welcome to the GAM Board!  I am so excited to serve on this 
board with you for the next two years.  By working collaboratively, I’ve 
seen the board make a difference over the last 12 years, a trend we will 
continue to improve on over the next 24 months.  We’ve seen many 
improvements over the last decade in GAM including an updated and 
functional website, the ability to take online payment, and the 
development of new and useful task forces.  On the advocacy front, 
GAM’s effective advocacy led to passing legislation that added gifted to 
the accountability report card for school districts, returned the DESE 
Director of Gifted Position to full time, and created a statewide Gifted 
Advisory Council.   

Even with all of these positives, fighting for gifted kids continues 
to be a challenging battle.  GAM has had some low points including the 
loss of categorical funding, the decrease of state approved gifted 
programs in Missouri, a drop in membership and conference attendance, 
and a loss of revenue causing a move from a hotel to a university setting 
for our annual conference.   

I truly feel that GAM has a positive future.  I only listed the low 
points in order to establish the reality of where we are.  I believe we are 
on an upswing.  For example, our 2014 conference had 50 more 
attendees than our 2013 conference.  Also, since conference we are 
seeing an increase in membership with approx. 375 current and 75 
pending.  Below are some milestones I would like to see GAM achieve 
before my presidency ends: 

 Increase conference attendance to over 300 and membership to 
over 500.   

 Pass an incentive based funding system for gifted programs in 
Missouri. 

 Make GAM a recognized name in all Missouri educational 
settings, public, private, parochial, higher education, and 
educational committees in our legislature. 

By working together, I am confident we can reach these goals and 
beyond.  
 Thank you for volunteering your time, energy, expertise and 
experience for the 46, 619 gifted students in Missouri, you are valued and 
appreciated.  Together, we will continue to make a difference in the field 
of gifted education in the state of Missouri.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. Robin E. Lady, GAM President 
National Board Certified Teacher 
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