MLA FORMATTING

General Guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Type your paper on a computer and print it out on standard, white 8.5 x 11-inch paper.
Double-space the text of your paper, and use a legible font (e.g. Times New Roman).
Whatever font you choose, MLA recommends that the regular and italics type styles contrast
enough that they are recognizable one from another. The font size should be 12 pt.
Leave only one space after periods or other punctuation marks (unless otherwise instructed by
your instructor).
Set the margins of your document to 1 inch on all sides.
Indent the first line of paragraphs one half-inch from the left margin. MLA recommends that
you use the Tab key as opposed to pushing the Space Bar five times.
Create a header that numbers all pages consecutively in the upper right-hand corner, one-half
inch from the top and flush with the right margin. (Note: Your instructor may ask that you
omit the number on your first page. Always follow your instructor's guidelines.)
Use italics throughout your essay for the titles of longer works and, only when absolutely
necessary, providing emphasis.
If you have any endnotes, include them on a separate page before your Works Cited page.
Entitle the section Notes (centered, unformatted).

Formatting the First Page of Your Paper
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do not make a title page for your paper unless specifically requested.
In the upper left-hand corner of the first page, list your name, your instructor's name, the
course, and the date. Again, be sure to use double-spaced text.
Double space again and center the title. Do not underline, italicize, or place your title in
quotation marks; write the title in Title Case (standard capitalization), not in all capital letters.
Use quotation marks and/or italics when referring to other works in your title, just as you
would in your text: Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas as Morality Play; Human Weariness in
"After Apple Picking"
Double space between the title and the first line of the text.
Create a header in the upper right-hand corner that includes your last name, followed by a
space with a page number; number all pages consecutively with Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, 4,
etc.), one-half inch from the top and flush with the right margin. (Note: Your instructor or
other readers may ask that you omit last name/page number header on your first page.
Always follow instructor guidelines.)

Example of first page of paper in MLA format:

MLA CITATIONS
Basic in-text citation rules
In MLA style, referring to the works of others in your text is done by using what is known as
parenthetical citation. This method involves placing relevant source information in parentheses
after a quote or a paraphrase.
General Guidelines

•
•

The source information required in a parenthetical citation depends (1.) upon the source
medium (e.g. Print, Web, DVD) and (2.) upon the source’s entry on the Works Cited
(bibliography) page.
Any source information that you provide in-text must correspond to the source information on
the Works Cited page. More specifically, whatever signal word or phrase you provide to your
readers in the text, must be the first thing that appears on the left-hand margin of the
corresponding entry in the Works Cited List.

In-text citations: Author-page style
MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name
and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and
a complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page. The author's name may appear either
in the sentence itself or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s)
should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. For example:
Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of
powerful feelings" (263).

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings"
(Wordsworth 263).
Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263).

Both citations in the examples above, (263) and (Wordsworth 263), tell readers that the information
in the sentence can be located on page 263 of a work by an author named Wordsworth. If readers
want more information about this source, they can turn to the Works Cited page, where, under the
name of Wordsworth, they would find the following information:
Wordsworth, William. Lyrical Ballads. London: Oxford UP, 1967. Print.

In-text citations for print sources with known author

For Print sources like books, magazines, scholarly journal articles, and newspapers, provide a signal
word or phrase (usually the author’s last name) and a page number. If you provide the signal
word/phrase in the sentence, you do not need to include it in the parenthetical citation.
Human beings have been described by Kenneth Burke as "symbol-using animals" (3).
Human beings have been described as "symbol-using animals" (Burke 3).

These examples must correspond to an entry that begins with Burke, which will be the first thing that
appears on the left-hand margin of an entry in the Works Cited:
Burke, Kenneth. Language as Symbolic Action: Essays on Life, Literature, and Method.
Berkeley: U of California P, 1966. Print.

In-text citations for print sources by a corporate author
When a source has a corporate author, it is acceptable to use the name of the corporation followed by
the page number for the in-text citation. You should also use abbreviations (e.g., nat'l for national)
where appropriate, so as to avoid interrupting the flow of reading with overly long parenthetical
citations.

In-text citations for print sources with no known author
When a source has no known author, use a shortened title of the work instead of an author name.
Place the title in quotation marks if it's a short work (such as an article) or italicize it if it's a longer
work (e.g. plays, books, television shows, entire Web sites) and provide a page number.
We see so many global warming hotspots in North America likely because this region has
"more readily accessible climatic data and more comprehensive programs to monitor and
study environmental change . . ." ("Impact of Global Warming" 6).

In this example, since the reader does not know the author of the article, an abbreviated title of the
article appears in the parenthetical citation which corresponds to the full name of the article which
appears first at the left-hand margin of its respective entry in the Works Cited. Thus, the writer
includes the title in quotation marks as the signal phrase in the parenthetical citation in order to lead
the reader directly to the source on the Works Cited page. The Works Cited entry appears as follows:
"The Impact of Global Warming in North America." Global Warming: Early Signs. 1999. Web.
23 Mar. 2009.

We'll learn how to make a Works Cited page in a bit, but right now it's important to know that
parenthetical citations and Works Cited pages allow readers to know which sources you consulted in
writing your essay, so that they can either verify your interpretation of the sources or use them in
their own scholarly work.

Author-page citation for classic and literary works with multiple
editions
Page numbers are always required, but additional citation information can help literary scholars, who
may have a different edition of a classic work like Marx and Engels's The Communist Manifesto. In
such cases, give the page number of your edition (making sure the edition is listed in your Works
Cited page, of course) followed by a semicolon, and then the appropriate abbreviations for volume
(vol.), book (bk.), part (pt.), chapter (ch.), section (sec.), or paragraph (par.). For example:
Marx and Engels described human history as marked by class struggles (79; ch. 1).

Citing authors with same last names
Sometimes more information is necessary to identify the source from which a quotation is taken. For
instance, if two or more authors have the same last name, provide both authors' first initials (or even
the authors' full name if different authors share initials) in your citation. For example:
Although some medical ethicists claim that cloning will lead to designer children (R.
Miller 12), others note that the advantages for medical research outweigh this
consideration (A. Miller 46).

Citing a work by multiple authors
For a source with two authors, list the authors’ last names in the text or in the parenthetical citation:
Best and Marcus argue that one should read a text for what it says on its surface,
rather than looking for some hidden meaning (9).
The authors claim that surface reading looks at what is “evident, perceptible,
apprehensible in texts” (Best and Marcus 9).

Corresponding works cited entry:
Best, David, and Sharon Marcus. “Surface Reading: An Introduction.”Representations, vol.
108, no. 1, Fall 2009, pp. 1-21. JSTOR, doi:10.1525/rep.2009.108.1.1

For a source with three or more authors, list only the first author’s last name, and replace the
additional names with et al.
According to Franck, et al, “Current agricultural policies in the U.S. are
contributing to the poor health of Americans” (327).

The authors claim that one cause of obesity in the United States is government-funded
farm subsidies (Franck, et al. 327).

Corresponding works cited entry:
Franck, Caroline, et al. “Agricultural Subsidies and the American Obesity
Epidemic.” American Journal of Preventative Medicine, vol. 45, no. 3, Sept. 2013, pp.
327-333.

Citing multiple works by the same author
If you cite more than one work by a particular author, include a shortened title for the particular work
from which you are quoting to distinguish it from the others. Put short titles of books in italics and
short titles of articles in quotation marks.
Citing two articles by the same author:
Lightenor has argued that computers are not useful tools for small children ("Too
Soon" 38), though he has acknowledged elsewhere that early exposure to computer games
does lead to better small motor skill development in a child's second and third year
("Hand-Eye Development" 17).

Citing two books by the same author:
Murray states that writing is "a process" that "varies with our thinking style" (Write
to Learn 6). Additionally, Murray argues that the purpose of writing is to "carry
ideas and information from the mind of one person into the mind of another" (A Writer
Teaches Writing 3).

Additionally, if the author's name is not mentioned in the sentence, you would format your citation
with the author's name followed by a comma, followed by a shortened title of the work, followed,
when appropriate, by page numbers:
Visual studies, because it is such a new discipline, may be "too easy" (Elkins,
"Visual Studies" 63).

Citing multivolume works
If you cite from different volumes of a multivolume work, always include the volume number followed
by a colon. Put a space after the colon, then provide the page number(s). (If you only cite from one
volume, provide only the page number in parentheses.)

. . . as Quintilian wrote in Institutio Oratoria (1: 14-17).

Citing the Bible
In your first parenthetical citation, you want to make clear which Bible you're using (and underline or
italicize the title), as each version varies in its translation, followed by book (do not italicize or
underline), chapter and verse. For example:
Ezekiel saw "what seemed to be four living creatures," each with faces of a man, a
lion, an ox, and an eagle (New Jerusalem Bible, Ezek. 1.5-10).

If future references employ the same edition of the Bible you’re using, list only the book, chapter, and
verse in the parenthetical citation.

Citing indirect sources
Sometimes you may have to use an indirect source. An indirect source is a source cited in another
source. For such indirect quotations, use "qtd. in" to indicate the source you actually consulted. For
example:
Ravitch argues that high schools are pressured to act as "social service centers, and
they don't do that well" (qtd. in Weisman 259).

Note that, in most cases, a responsible researcher will attempt to find the original source, rather than
citing an indirect source.

Citing non-print or sources from the Internet
With more and more scholarly work being posted on the Internet, you may have to cite research you
have completed in virtual environments. While many sources on the Internet should not be used for
scholarly work (reference the OWL's Evaluating Sources of Informationresource), some Web sources
are perfectly acceptable for research. When creating in-text citations for electronic, film, or Internet
sources, remember that your citation must reference the source in your Works Cited.
Sometimes writers are confused with how to craft parenthetical citations for electronic sources
because of the absence of page numbers, but often, these sorts of entries do not require any sort of
parenthetical citation at all. For electronic and Internet sources, follow the following guidelines:

•
•
•

Include in the text the first item that appears in the Work Cited entry that corresponds to the
citation (e.g. author name, article name, website name, film name).
You do not need to give paragraph numbers or page numbers based on your Web browser’s
print preview function.
Unless you must list the Web site name in the signal phrase in order to get the reader to the
appropriate entry, do not include URLs in-text. Only provide partial URLs such as when the
name of the site includes, for example, a domain name, like CNN.com orForbes.com as
opposed to writing out http://www.cnn.com or http://www.forbes.com.

Miscellaneous non-print sources

Werner Herzog's Fitzcarraldo stars Herzog's long-time film partner, Klaus Kinski.
During the shooting of Fitzcarraldo, Herzog and Kinski were often at odds, but their
explosive relationship fostered a memorable and influential film.
During the presentation, Jane Yates stated that invention and pre-writing are areas of
rhetoric that need more attention.

In the two examples above “Herzog” from the first entry and “Yates” from the second lead the reader
to the first item each citation’s respective entry on the Works Cited page:
Herzog, Werner, dir. Fitzcarraldo. Perf. Klaus Kinski. Filmverlag der Autoren, 1982.
Yates, Jane. "Invention in Rhetoric and Composition." Gaps Addressed: Future Work in
Rhetoric and Composition, CCCC, Palmer House Hilton, 2002.

Electronic sources
One online film critic stated that Fitzcarraldo "has become notorious for its nearfailure and many obstacles" (Taylor, “Fitzcarraldo”).
The Purdue OWL is accessed by millions of users every year. Its "MLA Formatting and
Style Guide" is one of the most popular resources (Russell et al.).

In the first example, the writer has chosen not to include the author name in-text; however, two
entries from the same author appear in the Works Cited. Thus, the writer includes both the author’s
last name and the article title in the parenthetical citation in order to lead the reader to the
appropriate entry on the Works Cited page (see below). In the second example, “Russell et al.” in the
parenthetical citation gives the reader an author name followed by the abbreviation “et al.,” meaning,
“and others,” for the article “MLA Formatting and Style Guide.” Both corresponding Works Cited
entries are as follows:
Taylor, Rumsey. "Fitzcarraldo." Slant, 13 Jun. 2003,
www.slantmagazine.com/film/review/fitzcarraldo/.
Russell, Tony, et al. "MLA Formatting and Style Guide." The Purdue OWL, 2 Aug. 2016,
owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/.

Multiple citations
To cite multiple sources in the same parenthetical reference, separate the citations by a semi-colon:
. . . as has been discussed elsewhere (Burke 3; Dewey 21).

Time-based media sources
When creating in-text citations for media that has a runtime, such as a movie or podcast, include the
range of hours, minutes and seconds you plan to reference, like so (00:02:15-00:02:35).

When a citation is not needed
Common sense and ethics should determine your need for documenting sources. You do not need to
give sources for familiar proverbs, well-known quotations or common knowledge. Remember, this is a
rhetorical choice, based on audience. If you're writing for an expert audience of a scholarly journal, for
example, they'll have different expectations of what constitutes common knowledge.

MLA Formatting Quotations
When you directly quote the works of others in your paper, you will format quotations differently
depending on their length. Below are some basic guidelines for incorporating quotations into your
paper. Please note that all pages in MLA should be double-spaced.

Short quotations
To indicate short quotations (fewer than four typed lines of prose or three lines of verse) in your text,
enclose the quotation within double quotation marks. Provide the author and specific page citation (in
the case of verse, provide line numbers) in the text, and include a complete reference on the Works
Cited page. Punctuation marks such as periods, commas, and semicolons should appear after the
parenthetical citation. Question marks and exclamation points should appear within the quotation
marks if they are a part of the quoted passage but after the parenthetical citation if they are a part of
your text.
For example, when quoting short passages of prose, use the following examples:
According to some, dreams express "profound aspects of personality" (Foulkes
184), though others disagree.
According to Foulkes's study, dreams may express "profound aspects of
personality" (184).
Is it possible that dreams may express "profound aspects of personality"
(Foulkes 184)?

When short (fewer than three lines of verse) quotations from poetry, mark breaks in short quotations
of verse with a slash, ( / ), at the end of each line of verse (a space should precede and follow the
slash).
Cullen concludes, "Of all the things that happened there / That's all I
remember" (11-12).

Long quotations
For quotations that are more than four lines of prose or three lines of verse, place quotations in a freestanding block of text and omit quotation marks. Start the quotation on a new line, with the entire
quote indented one inch from the left margin; maintain double-spacing. Only indent the first line of
the quotation by an additional quarter inch if you are citing multiple paragraphs. Your parenthetical
citation should come after the closing punctuation mark. When quoting verse, maintain original line
breaks. (You should maintain double-spacing throughout your essay.)
For example, when citing more than four lines of prose, use the following examples:
Nelly Dean treats Heathcliff poorly and dehumanizes him throughout her
narration:

They entirely refused to have it in bed with them, or even in their room,
and I

had no more sense, so, I put it on the landing of the stairs, hoping it

would

be gone on the morrow. By chance, or else attracted by hearing his voice,

it crept to Mr. Earnshaw's door, and there he found it on quitting his
chamber. Inquiries were made as to how it got there; I was obliged to
confess, and in recompense for my cowardice and inhumanity was sent out of
the house. (Bronte

78)

When citing long sections (more than three lines) of poetry, keep formatting as close to the original as
possible.
In his poem "My Papa's Waltz," Theodore Roethke explores his childhood with his
father:
The whiskey on your breath
Could make a small boy dizzy;
But I hung on like death:
Such waltzing was not easy.
We Romped until the pans
Slid from the kitchen shelf;
My mother's countenance
Could not unfrown itself. (quoted in Shrodes, Finestone, Shugrue 202)

When citing two or more paragraphs, use block quotation format, even if the passage from the
paragraphs is less than four lines. Indent the first line of each quoted paragraph an extra quarter inch.
In "American Origins of the Writing-across-the-Curriculum Movement," David
Russell argues,
Writing has been an issue in American secondary and higher education
since

papers and examinations came into wide use in the 1870s, eventually

driving out formal recitation and oral examination. . . .
From its birth in the late nineteenth century, progressive education has
wrestled with the conflict within industrial society between pressure to
increase specialization of knowledge and of professional work (upholding
disciplinary standards) and pressure to integrate more fully an ever-widerning

number of citizens into intellectually meaningful activity within mass society
(promoting social equity). . . . (3)

Adding or omitting words in quotations
If you add a word or words in a quotation, you should put brackets around the words to indicate that
they are not part of the original text.
Jan Harold Brunvand, in an essay on urban legends, states, "some individuals
[who retell urban legends] make a point of learning every rumor or tale" (78).

If you omit a word or words from a quotation, you should indicate the deleted word or words by using
ellipsis marks, which are three periods ( . . . ) preceded and followed by a space. For example:
In an essay on urban legends, Jan Harold Brunvand notes that "some individuals
make a point of learning every recent rumor or tale . . . and in a short time a
lively exchange of details occurs" (78).

Please note that brackets are not needed around ellipses unless adding brackets would clarify your use
of ellipses.
When omitting words from poetry quotations, use a standard three-period ellipses; however, when
omitting one or more full lines of poetry, space several periods to about the length of a complete line
in the poem:
These beauteous forms,
Through a long absence, have not been to me
As is a landscape to a blind man's eye:
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Felt in the blood, and felt along the heart;
And passing even into my purer mind,
With tranquil restoration . . . (22-24, 28-30)

MLA Endnotes and Footnotes
Because long explanatory notes can be distracting to readers, most academic style guidelines
(including MLA and APA, the American Psychological Association) recommend limited use of
endnotes/footnotes; however, certain publishers encourage or require note references in lieu of
parenthetical references.
MLA discourages extensive use of explanatory or digressive notes. MLA style does, however, allow you
to use endnotes or footnotes for bibliographic notes, which refer to other publications your readers
may consult. The following are some examples:
1. See Blackmur, especially chapters 3 and 4, for an insightful analysis of
this trend.
2. On the problems related to repressed memory recovery, see Wollens 120-35;
for a contrasting view, see Pyle 43; Johnson, Hull, Snyder 21-35; Krieg 78-91.
3. Several other studies point to this same conclusion. See Johnson and Hull
45-79, Kather 23-31, Krieg 50-57.

Or, you can also use endnotes/footnotes for occasional explanatory notes (also known as content
notes), which refers to brief additional information that might be too digressive for the main text:
4. In a 1998 interview, she reiterated this point even more strongly: "I am an
artist, not a politician!" (Weller 124).

Numbering endnotes and footnotes in the document body
Endnotes and footnotes in MLA format are indicated in-text by superscript arabic numbers after the
punctuation of the phrase or clause to which the note refers:
Some have argued that such an investigation would be fruitless.6
Scholars have argued for years that this claim has no basis,7 so we would do
well to ignore it.

Note that when a long dash appears in the text, the footnote/endnote number appears beforethe
dash:
For years, scholars have failed to address this point8—a fact that suggests
their cowardice more than their carelessness.

Do not use asterisks (*), angle brackets (>), or other symbols for note references. The list of
endnotes and footnotes (either of which, for papers submitted for publication, should be listed on a
separate page, as indicated below) should correspond to the note references in the text.

Formatting endnotes and footnotes
Endnotes Page
MLA recommends that all notes be listed on a separate page entitled Notes (centered, no formatting).
Use Note if there is only one note. The Notes page should appear before the Works Cited page. This is
especially important for papers being submitted for publication.
The notes themselves should be listed by consecutive arabic numbers that correspond to the notation
in the text. Notes are double-spaced. The first line of each endnote is indented five spaces;
subsequent lines are flush with the left margin. Place a period and a space after each endnote
number. Provide the appropriate note after the space.
Footnotes (below the text body)
The 8th edition of the MLA Handbook does not specify how to format footnotes. See the MLA Style
Center for additional guidance on this topic and follow your instructor's or editor's preferences.

MLA Works Cited Page: Basic Format
According to MLA style, you must have a Works Cited page at the end of your research paper. All
entries in the Works Cited page must correspond to the works cited in your main text.

Basic rules
•
•
•
•
•
•

Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It should
have the same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as the rest of your
paper.
Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize the words Works Cited or put them in quotation
marks) and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page.
Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries.
Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations by 0.5 inches to create a hanging indent.
List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article that
appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the page numbers on your Works Cited page as 22550. Note that MLA style uses a hyphen in a span of pages.
If you're citing an article or a publication that was originally issued in print form but that you
retrieved from an online database, you should type the online database name in italics. You do
not need to provide subscription information in addition to the database name.

Additional basic rules new to MLA 2016
New to MLA 2016:

•

•

For online sources, you should include a location to show readers where you found the source.
Many scholarly databases use a DOI (digital object identifier). Use a DOI in your citation if you
can; otherwise use a URL. Delete “http://” from URLs. The DOI or URL is usually the last
element in a citation and should be followed by a period.
All works cited entries end with a period.

Capitalization and punctuation
•
•

Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc, but do not capitalize articles (the, an),
prepositions, or conjunctions unless one is the first word of the title or subtitle: Gone with the
Wind, The Art of War, There Is Nothing Left to Lose.
Use italics (instead of underlining) for titles of larger works (books, magazines) and quotation
marks for titles of shorter works (poems, articles)

Listing author names
Entries are listed alphabetically by the author's last name (or, for entire edited collections, editor
names). Author names are written last name first; middle names or middle initials follow the first
name:
Burke, Kenneth
Levy, David M.

Wallace, David Foster

Do not list titles (Dr., Sir, Saint, etc.) or degrees (PhD, MA, DDS, etc.) with names. A book listing an
author named "John Bigbrain, PhD" appears simply as "Bigbrain, John"; do, however, include suffixes
like "Jr." or "II." Putting it all together, a work by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. would be cited as "King,
Martin Luther, Jr." Here the suffix following the first or middle name and a comma.

More than one work by an author
If you have cited more than one work by a particular author, order the entries alphabetically by title,
and use three hyphens in place of the author's name for every entry after the first:
Burke, Kenneth. A Grammar of Motives. [...]
---. A Rhetoric of Motives. [...]

When an author or collection editor appears both as the sole author of a text and as the first author of
a group, list solo-author entries first:
Heller, Steven, ed. The Education of an E-Designer.
Heller, Steven, and Karen Pomeroy. Design Literacy: Understanding Graphic Design.

Work with no known author
Alphabetize works with no known author by their title; use a shortened version of the title in the
parenthetical citations in your paper. In this case, Boring Postcards USA has no known author:
Baudrillard, Jean. Simulacra and Simulations. [...]
Boring Postcards USA. [...]
Burke, Kenneth. A Rhetoric of Motives. [...]

MLA Sample Works Cited Page
This page provides an example of a Works Cited page in MLA 2016 format.
Works Cited
Dean, Cornelia. "Executive on a Mission: Saving the Planet." The New York Times, 22 May
2007, www.nytimes.com/2007/05/22/science/earth/22ander.html?_r=0. Accessed 12 May
2016.
Ebert, Roger. Review of An Inconvenient Truth, directed by Davis
Guggenheim. rogerebert.com, 1 June 2006, http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/aninconvenient-truth-2006. Accessed 15 June 2016.
Gowdy, John. "Avoiding Self-organized Extinction: Toward a Co-evolutionary Economics of
Sustainability." International Journal of Sustainable Development and World
Ecology, vol. 14, no. 1, 2007, pp. 27-36.
An Inconvenient Truth. Directed by Davis Guggenheim, performances by Al Gore and Billy
West, Paramount, 2006.
Leroux, Marcel. Global Warming: Myth Or Reality?: The Erring Ways of Climatology.
Springer, 2005.
Milken, Michael, et al. "On Global Warming and Financial Imbalances." New Perspectives
Quarterly, vol. 23, no. 4, 2006, p. 63.
Nordhaus, William D. "After Kyoto: Alternative Mechanisms to Control Global
Warming." American Economic Review, vol. 96, no. 2, 2006, pp. 31-34.
---. "Global Warming Economics." Science, vol. 294, no. 5545, 9 Nov. 2001, pp. 1283-84,
DOI: 10.1126/science.1065007.
Regas, Diane. “Three Key Energy Policies That Can Help Us Turn the Corner on
Climate.” Environmental Defense Fund, 1 June 2016, www.edf.org/blog/2016/06/01/3-keyenergy-policies-can-help-us-turn-corner-climate. Accessed 19 July 2016.
Revkin, Andrew C. “Clinton on Climate Change.” The New York Times, 17 May 2007,
www.nytimes.com/video/world/americas/1194817109438/clinton-on-climate-change.html.
Accessed 29 July 2016.

Shulte, Bret. "Putting a Price on Pollution." US News & World Report, vol. 142, no. 17, 14
May 2007, p. 37. Ebsco, Access no: 24984616.
Uzawa, Hirofumi. Economic Theory and Global Warming. Cambridge UP, 2003.

MLA Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
The following FAQs address issues in MLA citation and/or formatting. Further information on MLA style
and citation can be found at the Purdue OWL’s MLA Style and Formatting resource.

I have to write a paper in MLA format. Where can I learn more
about writing in MLA?
The Purdue OWL maintains an extensive resource that deals with MLA style. See our MLA Formatting
and Style Guide. Additionally, the MLA Style Center is an official resource that provides answers to
frequently asked questions, guidance on formatting research papers, documentation tips, and other
assistance in writing paper in MLA format.

How do I use MLA citations and list of works cited in a PowerPoint
presentation?
To cite sources in a slide presentation, MLA suggests including brief citations on each slide that
includes material from your sources, including quotations, summaries and paraphrases, images, or
data. Include a works-cited list on a slide at the end of your presentation. MLA also suggests providing
your list of sources to your audience, either through a URL or printed copy that you hand out in your
presentation. For more details, see the MLA Handbook, 8th ed., pp. 127-28.

How do I cite email?
When you document an email in your list of works cited, use the subject of the message
as the title. The title should be capitalized and in quotation marks.
Boyle, Anthony T. “Re: Utopia.” Received by Daniel J. Cahill, 21 June 1997.

What is a container?
Unlike earlier versions, the eighth edition handbook refers to containers, which are the larger wholes
in which the source is located. For example, if you want to cite a poem that is listed in a collection of
poems, the individual poem is the source, while the larger collection is the container. The title of the
container is usually italicized and followed by a comma, since the information that follows next
describes the container. A container could be a television series, which is made up of episodes, a
website, which contains articles and postings, or many other sources within sources.
Bazin, Patrick. “Toward Metareading.” The Future of the Book, edited by Geoffrey Nunberg,
U of California P, 1996, pp. 153-68.
“Hush.” Buffy the Vampire Slayer, created by Joss Whedon, performance by Sarah Michelle
Gellar, season 4, episode 10, Mutant Enemy, 1999.

What is a DOI?
A DOI, or digital object identifier, is a series of digits and letters that leads to the location of an online
source. Articles in journals are often assigned DOIs to ensure that the source is locatable, even if the
URL changes. If your source has a DOI, use that instead of a URL.
Chan, Evans. “Postmodernism and Hong Kong Cinema.” Postmodern Culture, vol. 10, no. 3, May
2000. Project Muse, doi: 10.1353/pmc.2000.0021.

Do I need to include a URL when I document online sources in my
list of works cited?
MLA’s eighth edition handbook recommends including URLs when documenting an online source. This
is so your readers have the most specific information when attempting to locate your source. If your
teacher prefers that you do not include URLs in your works-cited list, be sure to follow her/his
instructions.
Gay, Roxane. “Who Gets to be Angry?” The New York Times, 10 June 2016,
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/12/opinion/sunday/who-gets-to-be-angry.html?_r=0

When the title of a newspaper begins with an article (the, a, an) do
I need to include it when I list the title in my citation?
Yes. This is one of the changes in the eighth edition handbook. Previously, MLA did not require the
article in the title of a periodical (newspaper, journal, magazine), but the updated handbook states
that the article should now be considered part of the title. The article should be capitalized and
italicized. For example, refer to The New York Times, (rather than New York Times), when citing it in
your text or works-cited list.

How do I cite e-books or Kindle books?
An e-book is considered a version, so it should be listed after the title of the book, before the
publication information. If you know the type of e-book you used (such as Kindle or Ebook library), be
sure to specify that. Avoid using device-specific numbering systems, since they will vary among
different devices. If the book has chapters, sections, or other stable numbering systems, it is
permissible to identify parts of the text that way.
Theile, Verena and Linda Tredennick, editors. New Formalism and Literary Theory. Kindle
ed., Palgrave Macmillan, 2013.

How do I cite a tweet?
The full text of the tweet should be your title. Enclose the text in quotation marks, and include the
date, time, and URL.

@persiankiwi. “We have report of large street battles in east & west of Tehran now #Iranelection.” Twitter, 23 June 2009, 11:15 a.m.,
twitter.com/persiankiwi/status/2298106072.

If you know the real name of an author listed under a pseudonym, add it in parenthesis (this
information is not required, but include it if it will be helpful to your readers).
@lclambeck (Linda Lambeck). “The #bridgeport school funding upshot: the state legislature
lacks political will to do right thing.” Twitter, 7 June 2016, 5:59 p.m.,
twitter.com/lclambeck/status/ 752985641261162496.

How do I cite a book that I accessed online?
Cite the book just like you would if it were in print. Then add the name of the database or website you
used to access the online book, and add a URL or other location indicator at the end of the citation.
Pettegree, Andrew. The Invention of News: How the World Came to Know about Itself. Yale UP,
2014. eBook Collection (EBSCOhost), 0-search.ebscohost.com.iii-server.ualr.edu/
login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=692353&site=ehost-live&scope=site.

How do I cite an unpublished manuscript/document?
Author. Title of Manuscript/Document. date of composition (at least year), along with "the name and
location of the library, research institution, or personal collection housing the material."
Henderson, George Wylie. Baby Lou and the Angel Bud. Collection of Roslyn Kirkland Allen,
New York.

How do I cite the US Constitution?
In general, do not italicize or enclose in quotation marks the title of laws, acts, and similar documents
in either the text or the list of works cited (Declaration of Independence, Constitution of the United
States, Taft-Hartley Act). Such titles are usually abbreviated, and the works are cited by sections. The
years are added if relevant.
Because these directives aren’t very specific, you can use the following example as a guide for the
Works Cited entry:
U.S. Constitution. Art./Amend. XII, Sec. 3.

You need only provide either the article number or the amendment number as appropriate.

The complementary parenthetical citation is written as (US Const. amend. XII, sec. 3). You might also
reference the U.S. Constitution in the sentence itself and only provide the amendment and section
number in the parentheses at the end of the sentence.

How do I cite a definition from an online dictionary,
likeDictionary.com?
In most cases, a word defined in an online dictionary is within two containers: the original source and
the web source. Be sure to italicize both containers, and include the URL. The access date is optional,
but include it if it will best help your readers locate the source.
“Perchloric acid.” The American Heritage Stedman’s Medical Dictionary, Houghton Mifflin,
1995. Dictionary.com, www.dictionary.com/ browse/perchloric-acid?s=t. Accessed 13 Dec.
2010.

How do I cite a footnote?
The eighth edition handbook does not address this question, so we advise following the format
traditionally recommended by the MLA style guidelines. This states that citing another author’s
footnote in your own text should include the following, in parentheses: author’s name, the page
number, the letter n (to indicate note), and the note number. There are no spaces between the page
number, the letter n, and the note number.
(Smith 123n6)

How do I cite genealogies and birth/death certificates?
This is a very particular and a very peculiar case. MLA does not offer any guidelines on how to handle
genealogies and birth certificates. However, after searching through web, we have found the following
resources that might be useful to you:
Genealogy.com offers a method of citing birth/death certificates. Follow the link and scroll down to
“Official Records.”
In addition, Archive.gov offers a leaflet called Citing Records in the National Archives of the United
States.

How do I cite the information from food nutrition labels?
Treat food nutrition labels as you would any other source. Make sure to include the core elements, in
the proper order, and provide as much information as your readers will need to locate the source.
“Nutrition Label of Kraft Macaroni and Cheese.” Kraftfoods, Pay Less Supermarket, 2016.

How do I cite an informational plaque or an information card?
Treat informational plaques/cards as you would any other source. Make sure to include the core
elements, in the proper order, and provide as much information as your readers will need to locate the

source. Use the title of the plaque as the title of your source. If you have experienced an object
firsthand, such as in a museum, give the name of the place, the city in which it is located, and the
dates of the exhibition.
“Alexander McQueen’s Gothic.” Gothic to Goth: Romantic Era Fashion and its
Legacy, Wadsworth Athenaeum, Hartford, Connecticut, March 5-July 10, 2016.

When I am repeatedly quoting or paraphrasing the same source in
my paper, do I have to keep citing that source at the end of each
sentence?
When you reference the same source more than once in the same paragraph, and no other source
intervenes, you may give the in-text citation just once at the end of the paragraph. If, however, this
technique creates any ambiguity about your reference, it is better to cite the source every time you
reference it.
For example:
Romeo and Juliet presents an opposition between two worlds: “the world of the
everyday,” associated with the adults in the play, and “the world of romance,”
associated with the two lovers. Romeo and Juliet’slanguage of love nevertheless
becomes “fully responsive to the tang of actuality” (Zender 138, 141).

This makes clear that the first quotation is from the first page number in the parentheses, and the
second quotation is from the second number.
There are other ways to do this as well. You may cite the author’s name with the page number after
the first direct quotation, and just list the page number after the second quotation.
Romeo and Juliet presents an opposition between two worlds: “the world of the
everyday,” associated with the adults in the play, and “the world of romance,”
associated with the two lovers (Zender 138). Romeo and Juliet’s language of love
nevertheless becomes “fully responsive to the tang of actuality” (141).

If I quote from two different sources in the same sentence, how do
I cite both?
While the MLA does not prohibit references to more than one source in the same sentence, it is
generally best to begin a new sentence when referring to a new source. Your goal is to present your
information as clearly as possible so that your readers can best follow your points. With that in mind,
if you find yourself attempting to cite two sources in the same sentence, chances are, your ideas will
be clearer if you break them into two sentences.
For example:

There is no official consensus on how to define the new formalism. Some scholars
assert that the method is difficult to pin down (Wolfson 9). On the other hand, some
say that a neoformalist approach may be used to examine a text’s transhistorical
effect (Marcovits 591).

If I “just know” a fact or idea (something I learned in high school,
for example), do I have to cite my high school course or textbook?
This question falls under the issue of common knowledge. Common knowledge generally includes
biographical information, dates of historical events, and other undisputed, widely available
information. If you think that your average, reasonable reader already accepts this information as
fact, it is not necessary to document it.

