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Protec'ng the Value and
Character of Our Neighborhood
by Peter Feibelman

Homes in the Spruce Park neighborhood
command above average dollars per square foot
compared to most of Albuquerque. Our tree-lined
streets and assemblage of beautiful, historic
properties are key selling points. Besides, the
neighborhood is conveniently located adjacent to
UNM, and near major thoroughfares, several large
hospitals, and downtown.
Convenient location is a two-edged sword,
however. Yes, it is lovely for a professor to be able
to walk to work. But proximity to UNM invites
conversion of owner-occupied homes to student
rentals. There is nothing intrinsically unlawful or
immoral about that, as long as the rentals hew to
the zoning code. Still, among residents who paid a
premium to live in a historic area, concerns
regarding property values and quality of life (loud,
late parties?) are inevitable.
In the past year, this issue crystallized
around the construction of a large, stand-alone, 2bedroom apartment behind 1630 Roma. Some 20
Spruce Park residents argued at a Zoning Hearing
that allowing six or more renters to occupy this
address would diminish the values of their homes,
it would overwhelm space available for parking,
and would be inconsistent with the peace and
quiet expected in an R-1, residential setting.
These arguments won the day, given the
injunction in the zoning code that a Conditional
Use “injurious to the adjacent property, the
neighborhood, or the community” may not be
granted. The code does not, however, prohibit
construction in a “historic” neighborhood that
disrespects its historic character. The Zoning
Examiner accordingly declined to give weight to
the argument that the new rental unit is a just
plain box with basic vinyl-framed windows.
Aesthetics would be a consideration in the
future, were the City Council to designate our
neighborhood a Historic Overlay Zone (HOZ).
According to the city’s website (See, https://
www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions/
landmarks-urban-conservation-commission/

1

historic-overlay-zones), HOZs “were created … to
protect areas of historical, architectural or cultural
signi]icance.” Recognized nationally and at the
state level as such an area, Spruce Park is an HOZ
candidate. “To ensure that building projects in
historic zones are compatible with traditional
neighborhood character,” the website goes on, “in
most instances property owners must receive
Certi]icate of Appropriateness ... before they begin
work.”

Albuquerque hosts ]ive HOZs but Spruce
Park is not one of them. Had we been, the backyard rental unit at 1630 Roma might never have
been built. With that in mind, the goal of this
article is to stimulate discussion and elicit opinion
on whether to petition to receive such designation.
Once again, we are dealing with a two-edged
sword: If we become an HOZ, then if you want to
alter the external appearance of your property you
will have to submit your plans for approval by the
city’s Landmarks and Urban Conservation
Commission. This is a constraint, but in exchange,
you will gain the assurance that the existing
character (and property values) of the broader
neighborhood will be maintained. That is, the
same approval requirement will apply to everyone
in the HOZ.
In coming weeks, we intend to circulate
information and a survey on HOZ designation.
After studying this material and evaluating the
trade-offs, please let your Street Representative
hear your thoughts on the matter, or email them to
us at spnassociation@gmail.com. SPNA needs your
opinion before deciding whether or not to petition
for HOZ designation.

Spruce Park Community Garden on the Move!
By Margaret Ménache
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Have you noticed the cleaning going on in the
garden this month? In mid-November, Julie, our
landlady since 2009, decided she could no longer host
the garden on her land and asked that we remove it by
mid-December. In her own words:
Dear Fellow Gardeners,
It is with a heavy heart that I share the sad
news that the garden must come to an end. After several
weeks of dealing with my insurance company, I received
the verdict yesterday that they will not cover the garden
under my homeowners policy owing to "too much foot
traf?ic”. We have explored other options, none of which
were feasible.
As I look back on the profound dedication to
the land over the past 8 years and the magni?icent transformation from dirt to thriving farm, I am truly amazed at the
manner in which a small empty lot brought together a dedicated community of people. The gardeners have been a symbol
of how the larger society should function - uni?ied together to satisfy a greater good.
Thanks to all of you for your hard work, creative vision and devotion to the land. Because I was able to
admire the garden each and every day from my window, I will truly miss it. I had the best seat in the house!
Best wishes and immense gratitude to all of you. Julie

Julie’s email explains her decision, which I know
the gardeners all respect, much as we regret it. I ask
that all our neighbors also respect and not trespass
on her land, particularly in light of her insurance
company’s decision.
On learning of the changes, John Egbert, whom
many may remember as a founding member of the
garden, wrote to me:
When Diane and I decided to try to start the
garden, we had to ?ind a plot of land and a suf?icient
show of interest in gardening in the neighborhood. We
went door to door distributing postcards to advertise
our intention. About twenty people seemed interested.
We met, we committed to each other. We looked at
every vacant lot in the neighborhood. Julie, who was
one of our ?irst members, stepped up to offer her land.
Looking back, I want to thank the 50 plus
neighbors who gardened, gave sel?lessly, and especially those who persisted over the nine years, and you for having served
as manager these last four years. Community gardens lead to less crime, better community, and better quality of life. I
hope you will consider keeping the garden alive for all that it will mean to you and future gardeners.
With optimism, John Egbert

Since 2009, we have created a gardening oasis that is a jewel in our neighborhood. And, we are recognized
beyond Spruce Park. In 2014, as the North Campus Community Project began their own garden, they cited ours in
underlining the importance of community gardens in creating a “sense of belonging by bringing the community
together.” More recently, we were interviewed for an article in the online publication Food Tank, which appeared in
May 2017 (https://foodtank.com/news/2017/05/urban-gardening-southwest/).
We are the longest running community garden in Albuquerque. This is, of course, due to Julie's kindness and
generosity. As she writes, we have become a dedicated community of gardeners. We are currently seeking a new
garden space to continue working together. Please contact us with your ideas on the subject, at
spgardeninfo@gmail.com.
May I be writing to you from a new home, by the time the next SPNA Newsletter appears!
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Houses With Names, IV – The Ocean-Liner House
by Thomas F. Barrow
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When we purchased our house at the close of 1972 it was known by some in the area as the
"Ocean Liner." It was a period when International Style or Art Deco architecture was gaining
recognition in America, and 624 Cedar was a good example.
The house was built in 1939 for Mr and Mrs E.D. Sweenhart. We discovered the original
blueprints and speci]ications shortly after
moving in. It was designed by Arthur S.
Wilson, New Mexico Registered Architect
#16. Internet research of AIA memberships
shows an A.S. Wilson in Denver in the late
1920s. Little more can be found, although
he is mentioned in Chris Wilson's
dissertation on architecture in New Mexico.
The second owners, the Verle Seeds,
acquired the adjacent lot to the south
around 1950 and hired architect Richard
Milner to design an unattached two car
garage. We were able to contact Mr Milner.
He remembered the project, and said the
Seeds were very speci]ic that his design
should match the original structure with
"speed lines" and a curved wall to echo the glass block curved wall on the house.
After the Seeds moved it is unclear if there were one or two subsequent owners before our
purchase, but it was easy to see the house had suffered unsympathetic upkeep. The original white
stucco had been covered by a dark adobe brown and all the silver steel casement window trim had
been painted bright turquoise. Many period interior details had been painted over and, in the case
of brushed metal sconces, sprayed bright gold! We were fortunate that there had been no structural
renovation, and no original hardware was missing. Even with the assistance of a number of very
enthusiastic UNM graduate students (many of whom still return
to see how it is faring) it took many years to bring it back to life.
As our family grew, it became clear we were going to need
more space. We had met Antoine Predock socially, and although
he had never worked with a house from this era, he agreed to
design a second story addition. It was completed in 1978. Mr.
Predock’s staff, and project manager, Ron Jacob, spent
considerable time researching the existing house. They were able
to match radii in the new addition with the original, and found
that PPG still made the original glass-block pattern (“Argus”).
Steel casement windows were no longer made in America, but
they found a company that could duplicate the originals rather
well in aluminum.
Upon completion of the addition, the house appeared in a
number of publications and in 1982 received an AIA Merit Award for residential architecture. We
have hosted many tours over the years from national museum groups, and also from local
institutions including the Contemporary Arts Society and the UNM Art Museum’s Friends of Art.
But awards and tours only begin to capture what makes our Ocean Liner a joy. We love the
incredible light and shadows in every room, nighttime airplane sightings from our bed, sunsets and
the pink cast of light in the curved dining room...we feel so fortunate to have lived here.
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Make Your Home Less Inviting to Burglars
by Ross Burkstaller, rburkstaller@gmail.com
Katie and I have lived in the University area
for around 18 years and, fortunately, have never
had a break-in. We feel this is due in large part to
some simple ideas we’ve discussed at various
neighborhood gatherings and were asked to
share here. They are in addition to any alarm
and/or camera system you may use. None is
earth-shattering, but taken together these steps
will make your house much less attractive to the
average burglar. The old adage is true in this
case; the best offense is often a good defense.
Light all entrances/exits and use motion
sensing lights where appropriate. We found
really cool, inexpensive down-lighting at Lowes.
We also found super-ef]icient vintage-look LED
bulbs (4.8 watts/ea.) at Costco for these exterior
lights. Every exit/entry door has one or two on
automatic timers (about $20 each at Home
Depot). They have a solar calendar, which
automatically adjusts on/off times for seasonal
changes and also for Daylight Savings. This
lighting and the timers are probably our best
deterrent. And it looks fantastic, owing to the
soft accent it provides. The combined LED
lighting in our front and back yards uses less
electricity than the average incandescent porch
light.

Buy good locks for all doors and gates, get
long screws (3”-4”) for your strike plates and
consider double deadbolts for glass/French
doors. Always lock your exterior doors. I
cannot emphasize these simple steps enough.
You de]initely get what you pay for, regarding
security/strength. Ask an expert at your local
lock shop what they recommend. Sandia Safe and
Lock (Washington/Silver) and Heights Lock and
Key (San Mateo/Lomas) are both close by, and
are super helpful. The array of locksets available
at the home stores come without this expert
input and may be inferior quality – use your local
locksmith! Replace all tiny stock screws on strike
plates and 1-2 per hinge with long 3-4” screws.
All exterior doors must have a deadbolt, with at
least 1” bolt length to protrude into the jamb, in
addition to a locking doorknob. Consider doublekeyed deadbolts on glass doors, but keep a key in
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a known location nearby for emergency ]ire
egress. Never leave a key in the deadbolt or knob
on any exterior door! You can key your house
alike for ease and even get good padlocks for
your gates that can be keyed to match your
house locks. Always lock your gates – hugely
important to keep the goons out of your
backyard! The point is to make any would-be
thief have to destroy a door totally and kick in a
threshold to gain entry. Crooks and home
invaders are notoriously lazy and will generally
move on when facing the above.

Consider security doors for your exterior
entrances. They don’t have to be ugly! A local company
made templates of our French doors and custommanufactured super-strong security doors to match
them. They also painted them to match our window
screens for a great color pop. The security doors have
screens for summer and glass for winter, so they
improve ef]iciency/livability while making our home
markedly safer. Not cheap, but again you get what you
pay for in peace of mind, and they look really cool.
(Artistry of Iron, 505-293-5061, http://
artistryo]iron.com/ )
Never open an
exterior door for
someone you do not
know – even with a door
chain. Home stores sell
both wide angle peepholes
for doors and remote
doorbells, which transmit
an image to your
smartphone of whoever is
outside your door. Both
are great options to help
you see who is at your
door prior to opening.

SPRUCE PARK NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS - DECEMBER 2017

Cut back trees/shrubs to at least
16”-24” from any windows/doors. Perps like
to remain unseen and this simple step removes
the cover they crave. It’s a simple, yet often
overlooked way to make your house safer.

Protect your basement windows. Many
Spruce Park homes have basements and their
windows make attractive entry points for
thieves. Consider security bars or modifying a
window screen to make it more secure. I added
vertical expanded metal to the basement
screens I made. They look a bit like leaded
glass and are super strong.
Know your neighbors. Our neighborhood is
really good at having mixers and events to
meet each other. At a minimum know the
neighbors on each side of your house and
immediately across the street. Share your
travel plans with them, so they can be your
own mini-neighborhood watch system.

CRIME PREVENTION – PLEASE VOLUNTEER!
by Nancy Kilpatrick, Sarah Moody and Suzanne Shannon
Last February, several neighbors and SPNA Board members formed an Ad Hoc Crime Task Force to
explore ideas on crime prevention in our neighborhood. We spoke with other neighborhood
association boards, attended a meeting of the Southeast Area Command Citizen’s Policing Council,
spoke with a police representative regarding community policing and safety tips, researched costs for
private policing, walked our alleys, and used a public database to create a graphic pinpointing crime
in Spruce Park over the previous six months.
We learned that some Albuquerque neighborhood associations invite regular police attendance at
their meetings, and also send representatives to monthly Southeast Area Command sessions where
information is shared and improvements are suggested.
Private policing has been tried in Spruce Park, but it is expensive – from $50 to $150 per household
per month. To no great surprise, given this cost, support has been found to dwindle once residents
notice the crime rate dropping.
In walking the alleys, the Crime Task Force observed that transients and others use them for
sleeping and sexual encounters. In many places, the alleys are overgrown with weeds or other
vegetation and laden with debris.
Some neighbors expressed an interest in developing a Neighborhood Watch program and wanted to
learn more about it. Most agreed it is crucial that neighbors know how to report crime, and what to do
or not do in the event of a crime or suspicious activity.
At the April SPNA Board meeting, recommendations based on the Crime Task Force’s report were
adopted. The Board has addressed some of them, but we still need neighborhood volunteers for
the following:
•

•
•
•

Attending Citizen’s Policing Council meetings and reporting back to the Board. (Southeast
Command Area meetings are held in the evening, on the third Thursday of each month. SPNA
Board meetings are on the second Wednesday of February, March, April, May, August,
September, October and November.)
Organizing a Neighborhood Watch.
Participating in semiannual Neighborhood Clean Up days. Contact Suzanne Shannon at (505)
506-8046 or sshannon2@me.com.
Organizing a meet-and-greet block party. Please contact your street representative if you are
willing to do this.

Please engage, to help keep our neighborhood safe and clean!
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The Spruce Park Neighborhood website, Spruceparkneighborhood.com, is a good
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place to find out about neighborhood events, helpful if you’ve misplaced that flyer that was in your
mailbox. It provides contact information for SPNA street representatives. You can view this newsletter in
full color on the website, and can share ideas on anything pertaining to our delightful neighborhood.
Needless to say, we are always in the market for newsletter articles. You can volunteer for a committee if
you’re feeling ambitious. Check it out!

Round Robins - 2017
by Nancy Kilpatrick
What started in the summer of 2015 as an idea to connect neighbors has continued for
three years – 20 monthly Round Robins, 69 households and more than 165 participants. The
feedback from all who have the chance to attend has been positive - even those who initially
felt reluctant have shared that they really enjoy the small group format and getting to know
their neighbors. We have tried a variety of formats – games nights, brunches, any and every
day of the week – but the main thrust has
remained the same. - short (one and one-half
hour) social gathering with simple food and
drink for groups of neighbors – held in host’s
homes and back yards. Children are always
welcome.
Beyond getting to meet and know neighbors,
many interesting and fun stories about the
neighborhood, its history and its challenges
have been shared. Gardening tips, favorite
recipes, reliable home service providers, ways
to protect your home against crime – all are
ideas that might get shared in an informal
setting. We strive for politics and neighborly
agendas to be left at home – the Round Robins
are held to foster community. Being able to see
neighbors walk by on their way to the park,
greet them and their children by name– all this
leads to a safer and more welcoming Spruce
Park for all of us.
If you are interested in testing the waters –
please share your name and email with Nancy
Kilpatrick, nmnancy7@gmail.com. She
publicizes the dates, seeks host houses, and
after RSVPs are in she will inform you which
house you are to visit and your food category. Any residents of Spruce Park are welcome to
join in.
Many thanks to Peggy Barber who has cheerfully volunteered and has been assisting with
organizing events. Either she ((peggybarber2@mac.com) or Nancy can answer other
questions you might have about Round Robins. Your neighbors look forward to meeting you!
Upcoming dates are: Saturday, January 6 – post holiday BRUNCH 10 AM, Friday, February 2 –
TGIF tapas evening 6:30 PM (Groundhog’s day!), Tuesday March 6 – tapas evening 6:30 PM,
Friday, April 6 – potluck dinner – 6:30 PM.
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It’s Halloween!

Potluck in the Park
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SPNA Board Roster

Join SPNA or renew your membership by completing this form, clipping and
returning it with a check to SPNA treasurer, James Tolbert, at 424 Spruce.
! Member Name:____________________ Member Name:______________________
! Address:_________________________ City/State/Zip: _______________________
! Telephone Numbers:____________________________________________________
! Email addresses:_______________________________________________________
Members (over 18) in household:______ x $12.00 = $ __________
Also, here’s a donation to support SPNA activities $ __________
Total for 2018 Membership and Donation $ __________
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