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Immanuel, God with Us

by Eric Martin, Senior Pastor
When I was a little boy, I remember the 29 days between Thanksgiving and Christmas
felt like an eternity. All the hard work of creating my Christmas list had now turned into
waiting, waiting and anticipating what I might receive from my list. Would my family pay
attention to the list or just buy me socks and underwear? For a little boy, 29 days may
seem like an eternity, but God’s people had been waiting for the advent of the Messiah
for thousands of years.
Can you imagine what it was like waiting and anticipating the advent, the coming
of the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords? Many expected a warrior to come and fight
the Roman oppression, but what they received was a baby who grew to humbly give
his life on the cross. Many religious leaders of the day failed to recognize that the birth
of the baby Jesus was no ordinary birth and the baby was certainly no ordinary baby.
Continued on page 2
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The virgin birth of Jesus was the fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14,
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold,
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call
his name Immanuel.”
Matthew 1:23 goes on to share the meaning of the
Name “Immanuel” which is “God with us.” I don’t know
about you, but when I read a verse such as this, it gives
me great assurance for the day and age in which we
live. If there is ever a day we need the assurance of
the presence of God, it is today, and we know God’s
presence still abides with us through the presence and
power of the Holy Spirit.
God was declaring who He was through the life of
His Son. A powerful scripture shares this truth; John 14:79 (ESV), “If you had known me, you would have known
my Father also. From now on you do know him and
have seen him.’ Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the
Father, and it is enough for us.’ Jesus said to him, “Have
I been with you so long, and you still do not know me,
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Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How
can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”
Too often we can become so enthralled with the
trappings of Christmas, yet fail to realize it was ALL
about God coming to earth to reveal His unconditional
love and His continual reaching out to mankind in mercy and grace.
As we once again celebrate the birth of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, I pray you will take time to appreciate this wonderful God who is still “with us”. He is
STILL Immanuel! He is a personal God who loves you
beyond anything or anyone. He will be there for you
even when the closest of friends turn and walk the other way.
As we celebrate the Advent of Christ, let’s take
time alone in our private times with the Lord and with
our families, to reflect and appreciate “God with us”
during this season.

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

December 2016

The Vision

“That Word Above All Earthly Powers…”
by Nicholas Piotrowski, Associate Pastor of Theological Development
“That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them abideth.
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth.”
The October Vision ran my article called “What Was the Reformation?” Then at the end of October I preached a sermon on the Reformation stressing truth and unity. Now, recent events have brought
me to reflect once more on that era. So if you’ll indulge me yet again,
let’s think one more time about ol’ Martin Luther and his band of Protestants.
That week I preached on the Reformation we sang “A Mighty Fortress is our God.” That song is certainly the most famous hymn coming
down to us from that moment in history, written by none other than
Luther himself. It is based on Psalm 46, which begins with “God is our
refuge and strength” and ends with “The LORD of hosts is with us; the
God of Jacob is our fortress.” It is a rallying cry that encourages the
church not to fear any earthly powers, but also not to trust in them.
Some of the words are printed above. Notice it says the word of
God is “above all earthly powers.” There is no government, no court,
no party, no nation, and no leader that can demand any authority
above the word of God. The word of God is the means by which the
LORD of Heaven and Earth rules the nations and leads his church. I
think of Isaiah 40:21–23 which says:
“Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you
from the beginning? Have you not understood since the earth was
founded? The LORD sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and
its people are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a
canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in. He brings princes to
naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing.”
God alone rules supreme and he exercises his dominion through his
word. In that same chapter we read, “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever” (v. 8).
Now, how is that word established? How does it “stand forever”?
By what methods and systems does that word progress throughout the
world? Look again at the lines printed above. It is “no thanks to those
earthly powers” that the word abides! That is, the word of God commands absolute supremacy over all earthly powers. And those earthly
powers do nothing to help the word of God. In the same book of Isaiah the LORD also says in 45:23, “By myself I have sworn; from my mouth
has gone out in righteousness a word that shall not return.” The LORD
needs absolutely no help from governments and heads of state to accomplish his purposes through his word. (See also Isaiah 55:10–11.)
And notice what else the people of God have for their comfort
in this world. Again, it is not earthly powers; look at the lines above
once more. It is the Holy Spirit and the spiritual gifts he creates among
his people that give security! Because the Holy Spirit is among God’s
people, and because God’s people act with the fruits of the Spirit (Gal
5:22–26)—not the works of the flesh (Gal 5:19–21)—therefore God’s
people have a bold confidence. And it is the Almighty on our side
who gives us these good things (“through him who with us sideth”).
Why are we looking at these two lines in Luther’s hymn? Well, we
sang it. We sing it often. I think the words we sing in songs are a matter of ethical importance. We either believe them, or we should not
be singing them. And I think these two lines are as important today as
ever. Before last month’s election I sensed a kind of simmering anxiety among some Christians, an unspoken but palpable disquiet, in anticipation of what could happen: a Hillary Clinton presidency. Then

the unexpected happened; Hillary will
not be president. And suddenly, there
was…jubilation? Or, on the other side,
an even greater horror at the previously unimaginable: a Donald Trump
presidency.
That we care about our country
is not the issue. We should care. We
should get involved. We should vote.
But my concern is that sometimes our
confidence in God rises and falls with
the political tides. When we perceive
political events are not going our way,
we certainly feel the need to trust in
God. So we sing Luther’s hymn with
all our strength: “A mighty fortress is
our God.” But when it appears political events are swinging our way, trust
in God suddenly feels less exigent. If
in such situations Luther’s hymn is less
urgent then it’s a real barometer of
what’s truly in our hearts: deep down
we actually trust instead in our political hopefuls. And the church is in bad
shape if we need national elections to
buoy us up on a regular four-year cycle.
Did you really fear a Clinton presidency? I didn’t. Does anyone really
think Trump’s presidency will do great
things for the church? I don’t. Either
way the stability of the kingdom of
God depends on the word of God and
the gifts of the Spirit. Are you afraid of
the Supreme Court? I’m not. Isaiah
40:22 (quoted above) calls the Justices
grasshoppers! Oh that we would think
Isaiah’s and Luther’s thoughts as well.
My title here at Northside is the “Associate Pastor of Theological Development.” I am not doing my job if I don’t
Continued on page 4.
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provoke you to trust in God and God alone! And to do
that—as Isaiah and Psalm 46 and Luther’s hymn insist—I
use the Bible to that end: to lean upon you to drop the
only anchor of your confidence into the hands of the
King of Kings, the Lord or Lords, the Potentate of Potentates.
Four years from now we’ll have another election.
How will your heart fare? How will it fare between now
and then? I pray it will fare well. And it will if we still
feel the necessity to read Psalm 46 and to sing Luther’s
hymn with as much verve as ever. Psalm 146:3 adjures
us to “Put not your trust in princes; in mortal men who
cannot save.” Whereas Jeremiah 17:7 says “Blessed
is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the
LORD.”
Dearly beloved, nothing has changed in the Kingdom of God since November 7th, 2016. “That word
above all earthly powers, still no thanks to them abideth.”

Epilogue:

December 2016

Here are the “works of the flesh” and the “fruit of the
Spirit” mentioned above:
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions,
divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like
these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, selfcontrol; against such things there is no law. 24 And
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the
Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. –Galatians 5:19–26
Brothers and sisters, we must live by these words if the
Spirit is truly among us.

Since 1989, the Metro Baptist Center has provided compassionate, faith-centered services to meet the physical,
emotional, and spiritual needs of individuals in Indianapolis. Operation Christmas is their special annual holiday
outreach project. In preparation for the event churches donate food items and shoebox gifts for children. At
the center, more volunteers pack the food baskets, organize the gifts for delivery, and map out delivery routes.
On the third Saturday of each December, more than a hundred volunteers from churches across the city come
together to distribute the food baskets and children’s gifts. Each year, approximately 600 Indianapolis families
gratefully receive food for a holiday meal and over 1,200 children excitedly receive a Christmas gift shoebox
stuffed with small toys and personal items. Beyond sharing Jesus’ love at Christmas, this annual event brings us in
contact with many people to whom the center will have the opportunity to minister through the year.
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Starting in 1888, the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® was established to empower the international missions
efforts for Southern Baptists. After more than a century, the annual offering continues its steady growth. The
National Goal this year is $155 Million. Your giving enables missionaries to be sent to make disciples and multiply
churches among unreached peoples and places for the glory of God.

The Battle for Christmas

by Asa Hart, Associate Pastor of Students
The world sat in darkness. Despair, Death and Poverty were
clear victors when suddenly the Light of God irrepressibly burst
onto the scene (John 1:1-5). Of course, the Satanic forces
screamed the war cry and called upon Herod to snuff out this
light (Matthew 2). But praise the Lord, the heathen nations plot
in vain (Psalm 2)! God cannot be outmaneuvered and the
God-child was preserved out of Egypt. This is the original battle
for Christmas.
It is essential that we share these war-like stories with our
children. Why? Because it depicts real life for us. When the
horrors of Aleppo and an Orlando nightclub, acting as relentless propaganda, remind us of Satan’s raging prowl – we must remind ourselves and our families of that dirty
manger in a Bethlehem cave. God became man. The light shone into the darkness and the darkness cannot
overcome it.
This gives us cause to hope in the presence of job-loss, foreclosure, divorce, and death. God has said “I love
you” to sinners in a miraculous Word-Act who stands before his throne today pleading for his people with his own
blood as evidence of their satisfaction of his law! Do not hide these details when you tell the Christmas story.
The battle for Christmas has taken a different turn. It is not in whether mammon-worshipping venders use any
reference to Christ in the materialistic, marketing hijack of the Christmas story. We don’t need a Red cup or a
Green cup to give some sort of half-hearted nod to the Living Savior who will judge the quick and the dead. The
battle is in our hearts to believe its truth.
We must remind our hearts that in spite of Satan’s devices – which have been active through governments,
through corporations, and even through kind-hearted good folk ever since the war cry sounded in the mouth of
Herod – that the light has shone into the darkness and the darkness will not overcome it. God cannot be outmaneuvered despite your circumstances this Christmas season.
Cling to the virgin-born, crucified and resurrected Light of the World. Sing hosanna in the highest for a glorious king has been born in Bethlehem to “Drive the old dragon from his seat with all his hellish crew.” Take hope
because the Battle for Christmas has been won and it has been won for you.
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Some of our Covenant Foods volunteers

Unpredictable

by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
This year, 2016, certainly has been unpredictable.
The Cubs won the World Series. The Republicans swept
the national and state elections. On a personal note, I
would never have predicted that one minute I would
be walking into work, and the next minute a fall would
require shoulder surgery and a long rehab process.
You may be thinking of other unpredictable situations
you have seen in the world or are personally walking
through. Seeing God work in unpredictable ways is
part of the fun of serving in Covenant Foods.
We have been thrilled with the ease and convenience of the newly donated refrigerator. The work
load for so many has been greatly reduced.
We typically include a prayer card with each food
order. But for the months of November and December, we asked one of our teen volunteers, who is quite
artistic, to help make personalized Thanksgiving and
Christmas cards for each family. She exceeded expectations with 100 cards for each month beautifully designed and hand drawn. Each included scripture and
wishes for a wonderful Thanksgiving or Christmas. What
an unexpected personal touch each guest will receive
even after they get home and are unpacking their groceries.
Donations from our business partners and especially
from you, have allowed us to stay under budget. The
children in the Awana program are gathering food for
Covenant Foods. The JOY group also is encouraging
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donations. This has allowed us to give turkey breasts in
November and hams in December.
This year, Covenant Foods has purchased two tables for the Belle’s Brunch. We are inviting ladies who
are our guests each month to attend at no charge
to them. While many of us have too many parties to
choose from in December, often this is their only special
event. We anticipate hearing many stories of how this
was an unexpected blessing to them.
This year we are asking you to donate $25 to purchase a Walmart gift card to be given as a Christmas
gift to our guests. When we have done this in past years,
the guests are thrilled. Some say they bought basic essentials and some bought a gift for a family member.
We leave it in God’s hands to have them use it in a responsible way. We are also trusting that God will supply
just the right amount of cards needed in His unpredictable way.
Each Tuesday evening in December we will be sharing sandwiches and Christmas cookies with our guests.
This is a fun and festive way to continue to build those
personal relationships with our neighbors. As they trust
us more and more, they are more open to hear the
truth of the gospel. As in a few weeks ago, a mother
and her daughter who have been coming to Covenant Foods for some time, made a very sincere and
personal decision to accept Christ into their lives. The
daughter is a senior in high school and will have completed her training as a EMT when she graduates. The
mother has several other children. This is the reason
Covenant Foods exists! We can’t wait to see the unpredictable ways Christ will work in the hearts of our guests
this Christmas.
In 108 years from now, very few people will remember who won the World Series in 2016 or even who was
elected president that year. But the lives changed
through our Covenant Foods ministry will make a difference and be remembered throughout eternity!
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The Lord has blessed Northside with many generous members and friends who have
sacrificially given to our ministry over our fifty-three years of existence. If you would like
to make a year-end contribution online, all gifts received by December 31st will be eligible for tax credit on your 2016 return. Just look for the “Donate” button on our website
at www.northsideindy.org. Thank you for participating in the Lord’s work through giving
back to Him as He has blessed you!

Year-End Gifts and Tax Benefits

by Jennifer Hall, President, Indiana Baptist Foundation
The ministry of any church could not exist without
generous donors like you. Your giving to Northside
Baptist Church benefits the ministry but can also have
great tax advantages for you. The actual cost of your
donation is reduced by your tax savings. For example,
if you are in the 33% tax bracket, the actual cost of a
$100 donation is only $67 ($100 less the $33 tax savings).
As your income tax bracket increases, the real cost of
your charitable gift decreases, making contributions
more attractive for those in higher brackets.
If you own an IRA, you could have an extra tax
benefit when you give. An IRA owner, age 70½ or over,
could directly transfer, tax-free, up to $100,000 per year
to an eligible charity such as a church. To qualify, the
funds must be directly transferred by the IRA trustee to
the eligible charity.
Finally, another great way to offset your tax liability
is to donate non-cash gifts such as securities, stocks,
bonds, or mutual fund shares to charity. In partnership
with the Baptist Foundation of Indiana, Northside Bap-

tist Church has the ability to receive non-cash gifts from
any donor.
At the Baptist Foundation of Indiana, we are thankful for your tithes and offerings and your support of
both the ministry of Northside Baptist Church and the
State Convention of Baptist in Indiana. If you have any
questions or need assistance with your year-end giving, please contact us at 317-481-2400 extension 300 or
email jennifer@inbaptistfoundation.org.
Don’t forget that in order to make a donation for
the 2016 tax year, your envelope should be postmarked
by December 31st, 2016. Also, time is running out to take
advantage of the special promotional rate of up to
3% on a savings account with the Baptist Foundation
of Indiana. Our promotional offer is valid for accounts
opened now through December 31st, 2016. Please see
www.inbaptistfoundation.org/rate-promo/ for more information.
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December 16, 6-9 PM in Kids Cove

Need an evening without the kids? Northside Kids Ministry offers bi-monthly Parents’ Night Out to give our parents the opportunity to take a well-deserved break. Go
out for a night on the town feeling confident that your
little ones are safe and having the time of their lives with
their favorite Children’s Ministry Volunteers.

A Season of Gratitude

by Derrin Slack, Director of Children’s Ministry
This is the time of year where Thanksgiving, Veterans Day, preparing for winter, longer dark days, bare
trees, and Advent all come to mind. It is the time of
the year that we are enveloped in gratitude. Thanksgiving and Christmas are the holidays of the season. I
know many people who consider this Holiday season
the best season of the year. They prefer it because it is
the season of gratitude.
I am certain there are many things
you are grateful for. This month, members of our church community are
grateful for family, a supportive, caring church, a new year, and a new vision for what is to come in our country.
I can understand how that may be
exciting. As I reflect on this year, I am
reminded by all the great things God
has done and continues to do in my
life, but my heart is also stricken with
worry for all the people, many of them unbelievers, I
engage with in the community as I listen to their stories of pain, grief as they suffer the effects of perpetual
poverty. For this, I am grateful for the opportunity to
engage with these people to show them the love and
grace God has extended to us.
Thus, I encourage you to make this season about
having a chance to share our stories, our struggles, our
joys, and our love as solid Christian families being synonymous with the heart of a missionary whom we are
grateful for in his or her courage and tenacity to work
diligently to garner support from their community of
supporters to spread the Gospel. But truth is, we are in
a season where we are all missionaries – in our place
of work, in our schools, in our social clubs. No matter
where we are, we are always Christians. And for that,
we are grateful.
Paul Coutinho says the following about gratitude:

This incredible evening for your children is filled with a
variety of fun games and activities, and they won’t want
the night to end! And don’t worry about food – we’ll
take care of that too!

“We become aware of the many gifts of God with
gratitude and gratitude is the memory of the heart.
Gratitude is the process where we allow the gifts we
have received to touch our hearts and transform our
lives.” This explains the power of gratitude and how
we are all so capable of gratitude. We are open to
the gifts we have received. It’s about acknowledging
all the things that are right about us, our love, and our
lives! It’s about recognizing that our
hearts are full with gratitude.
Thanksgiving is the holiday when
you share a meal with those you love.
It’s steeped in tradition: mashed potatoes, green bean salads, turkey,
cranberry sauce, and lots of food
and more food and even more love.
It’s sharing a meal. It’s being a community around a table. It’s finding a
place for everyone at the table. As
we move into celebrating the birth of our Lord and
Savior this month let us not forget to be open to those
people who are hurting this season and extend our
Christ-filled hearts to those with an open, empathetic
ear. Jesus has already set this paradigm in how he lived
his life so as we engage with those people in our lives a neighbor, a coworker, a friend, a family member, or
even a fellow church member – shall we remember to
be grateful for the opportunity to share with them for it
takes tremendous courage to stand up and speak, but
even more to open your mind and listen. My grandmother always quips, “God gave us twice the amount
of ears than the mouth,” and I never quite understood
what that meant (because I was not listening) until recently. She realizes that gratefulness is something that is
best understood when we engage with people
who are different than we are. Let your hearts
be full of gratitude this season!
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December 2016
Join us in the Prayer
Room on the 2nd, 4th
and 5th Saturday each
month at 8:00 AM.

Welcome New Member
Lynn Wilkins
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff
Pastoral Staff

Support Staff

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor

Derrin Slack
dslack@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager

Asa Hart
ahart@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Students

Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant

Nicholas Piotrowski
nicholas@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Theological Development

Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Men’s Class - D112
Woessner Class - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

The staff is cooking breakfast!

Sunday, December 18 at 9 AM
Join us in the Christian Life Center
We’ll have a variety of breakfast foods
and, of course, wonderful fellowship.
No morning classes that Sunday. Worship service is at 10:30 AM as usual.

December 18
2:30 PM
Meet at Northside and go
caroling for local nursing
home residents and shut-ins.

Sunday 9:30 AM

Teacher: Nicholas Piotrowski
meeting in the Assembly Room.

Lawrence: Sunday evenings
Fishers: Thursday evenings
Newly Married: Sunday
Fall Creek/Binford: Thursday eve.
Women (Fishers): Sunday lunch
Ravenswood: Friday evenings
Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

