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SAMUEL ADAMS 17221503

Quote/Unquote: From the day on which an accommodation rabes
place between England and America, on any other terms than as
independent States, 1 shall date the ruin-of this country

At a Glance.

An expernt agitator and propagandist, Samuel
Adams convinced fellow colonists to defy
parliamentary policies.in the 17605 and 1770s.
Through speeches and newspaper essays, Adams
kept the torch of colonial protest bumning from
1764 to 1776. Through Committees of
Correspondence, Adams spread his message of
radical resistance 1o—and ultimately, '
independence from—~Grear Britain,

Samue| Adams was 42 years old in 1764, when
the British Partiament pussed the Sugar Act in an
attempl [0 eXtracl more money from its North
American colonies: Adams Jed the protest against
British action, and from that time to 1776, he never
relinquishedt his position ar the forefront of Patriot
resistance,

Until that ime, Adams had engaged in a number
of unsuccessful careers and failed business.
ventures. The Sugar Act provided the floundering
Adams:a fresh opporunity for achievement. Adams

‘attacked the new duties on sugar as an
unreasonable law that viclited every persan's
Tustural right to be taxed only by legally elected
representatives: In shaping the protest argument as
he did, Adams set the tone for colonial resistance to

When Parliament passed the Stamp Act in 1765,
Adams expanded his protest activities. Through a
steady stream of fiery newspaper essays, he
inspired Massachusents Patriots to hang stamp
afficials in effigy and even to rip apart the home of
the royal governor. He also helped organize the

Sons of Liberty to oppose the obnoxious act,

Parilament's repeal of the Stamp Act temporirily
ended colonial protests, but the Townshend Aces of
1767 revived resistance, giving Adams 3 new
opportunity (o agitate against mxation withouw
representation. Adams seized the opportunity to
organize an effective boycott of British-made goods
imported into the colonies.

Repeal of the Townshend Actsin 1770 did linde
to relax Adam's rousing activities. He led the
demand for the removal of British troops from
Boston following the Boston Massacre. In 1772 he
was instrumental in forming Boston's Committee of
Carrespondence to coordinate and communicare
with Patriots in other locations. When Padiamen
passed the Coercive (Intolerable) Acts in response
to the Boston Tea Party, Adams organized another
baycott of British goods and calléd for an
interolonial congress:

A participant in both Continental Congresses,
Adams by this time had become such a leading
drchitect of anti-Brirish activity that he—along with
John Hancock—was singled out as exempt from
any future annesty,

With the achievement of independence, the
country had lide need for Samuel Adam's skills a5 a
propagandist and protester. He remainied active in
public life, serving in the Massachusetts convention
called to ratify the new Constitution and |ater
holding the offices of lieutenant-gavernor and
governor. But he never again found a role so well
suited to him asthe one he played us America’s
foremost agitator,

Reviewing the Portrait Amsuer ihe following questions on a separate sheet of paper
L. Remembering the Details How did the Sugar Act of 1764, intolerable for most colonists, prove bensficial

to Samuel Adams?

2. Understanding Information How did the Stamp Act and the Townshend Acts further Adims’ CATEEr 4s

4n agitaror?

Thinking Critically

3. Drawing Conclusions After the Revolutianary War, why did Adams never again find "a role so well

suited to him a5 America’s foremost agitator™



