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LCA Board Attendees: Cathy Curry, Karen Eckert, Alice Collins, 

Diane Poole, Mary Jo LoBosco, Linda Mirante, 
Sande Caton, Steven Lafferty, David Landow, 
Callie Morrissey 

 
Special Guests:  John Cartier, New Castle County Councilman, District 8 
    Tom Finocchiaro, Chief, Brandywine Hundred Fire Company 

Debbie Finocchiaro, V.P., Brandywine Hundred Fire Company 
Matt Fanelli, 3rd Asst.Chief, Brandywine Hundred Fire Company 
Debra Heffernan, DE State Representative, 6th District 
(Invited - Held up in Session) 

 
Meeting began at 7:00 PM 
 
Cathy Curry presided over the meeting 

• Welcomed neighbors, introduced LCA Board Members/Volunteers and presented 
agenda 

o NOTE: No LCA Board election was required as no new nominations were 
submitted, and all volunteers agreed to remain in their current positions  

• Working on new directory for the community and will be completed by the end of 
the year.  Please sign up at table with Callie Morrissey. 

 
John Cartier, County Councilman 

• County Website:  www.nccde.org reports for crime mapping 
o Shows graphs about incidents in the area 
o Safe neighborhood - very light on crime 

• County Code Enforcement 
o Trash in yard, over grown grass, etc. - call 302-395-5555 to report 

violations 
o Civil and confidential process 
o Code enforcers follow up on reports 

• Frequently used phone numbers were given out for county & state 
(attached) 
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• Focused on vacant properties 
o About 1,200 vacant on the database 
o Sheriff sale starting July 10th 
o If you know of property that has been vacant for 90 days or an estate 

situation, call the county for evaluation 
o Vacant properties need to be reported as they can create criminal 

opportunities 
• In New Castle County, $.65 of every tax dollar goes toward community safety 

o We were encouraged to donate to fire company as they are accountable 
and the best use of money to the greatest good 

• Bellefonte Festival – May 19th – all invited 
  

Q & A for John Cartier: 
• Broken sidewalks - what can be done?   

o They are in the DelDOT right-of -way, but responsibility of the 
homeowner 

o Code enforcement could get involved, but there is an exception 
• Problem with the ground around the fire hydrant replaced by the water 

utility outside of 125 Ridgeland – what can be done? 
o If work was done by Wilmington Water, they would be responsible 
o Councilman Cartier will advocate, but has no control over the agency 

 
 
Brandywine Fire Dept. Representatives: 
 
Tom Finocchiaro, Chief 

• Responded to 900 fires / rescue calls, 2,500 EMS 
• Need a clear address on your home or on the street 
• Keep hydrants clear at all times even from snow to help to keep everyone safe 
• Keep roads clear as multiple companies will show up and for transport to the 

hospital 
 

If you have a fire - get out quick! 
• Call 911 - doesn't want anyone to fight fires 
• Fire extinguishers can be used but leave the premises after doing so 
• No water on grease fire 
• Make sure everybody is out and accounted for 
• Choose a safe location 
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• Homeowner should report to the Captain in the white jacket with helmet 
• Fire Marshall does investigation and report 
• Start with insurance company and take photos. 
 

Types of fires: 
• Oven and outlet - if you pull the breaker, it will help 
• Check chimneys for clear vents 
• Fireplace ash - wet them down and in a steel box 
• Firepits - don't use close to home and have a hose close by 
• Let lawn mower cool down before putting in garage 
• Dryer vents get clogged up 
• Outdated appliances such as refrigerator 
• Exhaust fans in bathrooms/kitchens 

 
 
Debbie Finocchiaro, VP  
 
Debbie’s passion is making sure that everyone has working Smoke Detectors. 
 

Tips: 
• Test them every month 
• Check to make sure battery is installed correctly 
• Most important! Can get them for FREE! From Brandywine Hundred Fire 

Dept. 
• Hardwire with battery back-up or battery type – both save lives! 
• Required in every level of your home including basement and attic which 

significantly increase your chance of survival 
• Keep 15 feet away from heater in basement 
• If chirping, change the beeping the battery 
• In the event you cannot hear, some detectors do have shakers and strobe 

lights - additional information is available about these devices 
• Smoke detectors last 8-10 years 
• Fire Dept. will come and put them up in your home 
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Carbon Monoxide Detectors  
• Carbon Monoxide 

o Silent killer - can't see or taste or smell it! 
o Fatal to humans and animals 
o Can build up when burning gas, propane, wood, car exhaust in 

enclosed spaces 
• Place detectors in the basement, every floor and in an enclosed garage 
• Combo units available (fire & carbon monoxide) 
• Problems can come from heating units, car exhaust, leaks, portable 

generators, etc. 
• Grills should be kept away from windows where fumes are coming in 
• Just call 911 if you suspect a problem 

o They have meters so they can tell if there is a leak 
o Don't hesitate to call! They would rather help with a possible leak than 

be called to a resulting medical emergency 
 
Fire Extinguisher: 

• BHFC’s open house is in October where they show how to use a fire 
extinguisher -  pull pin squeeze handle, go in a sweeping motion at the base 
of the fire 

• Fire extinguishers have an expiration date on them 
• ABC fire extinguisher is good for everything 
• Old extinguishers can be turned in to the fire house 
• Flick on the outside light and open the door so the responders know where to 

go for the reported emergency 
• Teach children what to do in an emergency 

o Children need to know their address and be able to dial 911 
o Children should not be afraid of fire personnel - encouraged to come to 

the fire house open events 
o Possibly offer information to children in Lynnfield? 

 
Have a plan in case of a fire: 

• Have 2 ways to escape in a fire 
• Smoke Detector Campaign 

o Will be on website  
o They have purchased detectors and will hit every house over time and 

will come with the fire trucks to make sure the community is safe (goal) 
 

• www.bhfs11.com or Brandywine Fire Company 302-764-4901 
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Matt Fanelli - 3rd Assistant Chief 

• Reminded us all that they are all VOLUNTEER Fire Company that are giving 
service to the community 

• Three surrounding companies work together to ensure that one company is 
always ready to respond immediately to reports – so first company to respond 
may not be Brandywine Hundred, but they would follow shortly after the first 
company to arrive 

 
 
 
Mary Jo LoBosco, Treasurer 
 

• Presented the Treasury Report (copy attached) 
o Member inquired about bids for community snow plowing job 
o LCA will accept bids for next season and asked members to submit 

suggestions 
o Member mentioned high speed of plow drivers  

 Other members noted that going over 25 MPH is need for plowing 
 LCA will mention to current plow company (Hallowell) 

 
 
Cathy Curry, President 
 
Updates: 
 

• Snow plowing 
o We try to call wait until 4" to qualify for partial state reimbursement 
o Sometimes due to expected prolonged frigid temperatures and safety 

concerns, sometimes plowing is done with less accumulation – then no 
reimbursement 

o Salting is very expensive so it is done sparingly at entrances and 
intersections that seem to stay ice covered  
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• Delmarva Natural Gas Program 

o Applications are available 
o Need 50-60 to schedule addition of gas lines to Lynnfield 

 Only 23 applications people have submitted (no deposit required at 
this time – only when project is scheduled) 

o If interested, information pieces are available in print and online at 
www.lynnfieldcivic association.com and on Next Door/Lynnfield 

• Crime Report  
o No notable criminal reports during the past few months in Lynnfield per 

New Castle Police 
o Cpl. Hester provided a Burglary Prevention brochure with helpful 

information (copy attached) 
• Sink Holes  

o Report to DelDOT (https://www.deldot.gov) - they are responsive to reports 
o Existing sinkhole in the right-of-way near 125 Homewood has been 

reported and is waiting top be fixed 
• Traffic Monitoring 

o Need 60% of community to approve via a paper survey done by U.S. mail 
to get speed bumps installed – working with Debra Heffernan’s office to 
possibly have survey done again 

o DelDOT installs them based on need such as Bette Rd. being used as a 
cut through 

 
New Business 
 

• Issue with Property Drainage 
o Standing water on ground (swamp land) 
o Working to determine if this is a prevalent problem in Lynnfield – per Next 

Door poll it is 
o If you are having a problem with standing water remaining on your property 

for 3-4 days after a rain event, submit brief description of the problem to 
LCA either by e-mail to board@lynfieldcivicassociation.com or to Cathy 
Curry at 125 Homewood Road 

o Contacted John Cartier and Debra Heffernan 
o Contacting the Conservation District for guidance 

 Possible suggestion: look at landscaping, re-grading, re-directing 
water, etc. 
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• Trash Collection  

o Requested by members to possibly have one service to limit trash service 
companies coming in and out of Lynnfield and get a community discount  

o Majority in attendance were interested in us pursuing this possibility 
 

• Pet Ownership 
o Please be responsible and remove pet waste 
o LCA can not post signs, but residents can post signs on their own property 
 

• Community Yard Sale/Lynnfield Meet Your Neighbors 
o Saturday, September 15th 
o Lynnfield Park 

 
 
Meeting Closed at 8:30 PM 
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