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DIVINE SERVICE: Setting Four

HYMN “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” .............................................. LSB 386
INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION and ABOLUTION
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
INTROIT
Jer. 31:15–17; antiphon: Hos. 11:1
P: When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my
son.
C: Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation
and bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she
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refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no
more.”
P: Thus says the LORD: “Keep your voice from weeping, and your
eyes from tears, for there is a reward for your work, declares the
LORD, and they shall come back from the land of the enemy.
C: There is hope for your future, declares the LORD, and your
children shall come back to their own country.”
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
C: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my
son.
KYRIE

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully
created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously
restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him
who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 63:7-14
7 I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, the praises of the Lord,
according to all that the Lord has granted us, and the great goodness
to the house of Israel that He has granted them according to His
compassion, according to the abundance of His steadfast love. 8 For
He said, “Surely they are My people, children who will not deal falsely.”
And He became their Savior. 9 In all their affliction He was afflicted,
and the angel of His presence saved them; in His love and in His pity
He redeemed them; He lifted them up and carried them all the days of
old. 10 But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; therefore He
turned to be their enemy, and Himself fought against them. 11 Then He
remembered the days of old, of Moses and His people. Where is He
who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of His flock?
Where is He who put in the midst of them His Holy Spirit, 12 who
caused His glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, who divided
the waters before them to make for Himself an everlasting name, 13
who led them through the depths? Like a horse in the desert, they did
not stumble. 14 Like livestock that go down into the valley, the Spirit of
the Lord gave them rest. So You led Your people, to make for
Yourself a glorious name.
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P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING
Galatians 4:4-7
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born
of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the
law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you
are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying,
“Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son,
then an heir through God.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA and VERSE

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 2nd chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
THE HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 2:13-23
13 Now when the magi had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and His
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is
about to search for the child, to destroy Him.” 14 And he rose and took
the child and His mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and
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remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” 16
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the magi,
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in
Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under,
according to the time that he had ascertained from the magi. 17 Then
was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A voice
was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping
for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no
more.” 19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the child and His
mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life
are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the child and His mother and went
to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning
over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and
being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 And
he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken
by the prophets might be fulfilled, that He would be called a Nazarene.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
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prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
HYMN “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing”................................ LSB 377
SERMON
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
 SACRAMENT 
If you are a confirmed member of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation,
we invite you to commune with us. If you are not a confirmed member of an LCMS
congregation and would like to come forward with your family and friends during the
distribution, please place your hands over your heart and you will receive a blessing.

PREFACE
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on
us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless
love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death
that we might not die eternally.
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will
rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:
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SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the
fullness of time Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of
grace and truth.
Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating
His body and drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your
grace and truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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PAX DOMINI
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
AGNUS DEI

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “A Great and Mighty Wonder” ....................... LSB 383
NUNC DIMITTIS
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace.
C: Amen.
HYMN “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” ................................................... LSB 393
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THIS WEEK AT CLC — (12/29/19 – 1/5/20)
Sunday: Worship/HC, 9:00am; Christian Education, 10:30am
Thursday: Worship/HC, 6:30pm
Sunday: Worship/HC, 9:00am; Christian Education, 10:30am
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE (Week ending December 22, 2019)
General & Building Funds: $7183.00; Blessings: $10.71
Attendance: Thursday: 49; Sunday: 128
CLC ANNOUNCEMENTS
GUESTS AND VISITORS: We are glad you are here! We invite you to join
us for fellowship following the service. Bathrooms are located upstairs on
each end of the fellowship/Bible study area.

THANK YOU to all who participated in the Giving Tree collection this
year!
INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL AND BOARD MEMBERS will take
place on Sunday, January 5.
NO CONFIRMATION CLASSES until Wednesday, January 8.
NO SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS until January 5.
THANK YOU for remembering us this Christmas Season with all your
cards, gifts, prayers, and well-wishes. We really appreciate it. –
Pastor Wetmore and Family
WEATHER CANCELLATIONS FOR CHURCH SERVICES /
ACTIVITIES: Please check the Channel 7 or Channel 9 websites, the
CLC website or Facebook page, or call the church at 715-848-2040
and press option “6”.
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“LIFE QUOTES” from Lutherans For Life
“The celebration of Christmas, the celebration of Epiphany, are
celebrations of life, infant life. The salvation of the world, your
salvation, began with conception; and the Christ child, your Savior
Jesus, passed through every stage of life that you did, including many
stages where it is legal to destroy nascent life in our country. Yes, we
can adduce many passages from Scripture (and many insights from
secular science) to prove that there is no essential difference between
the embryo you once were from the child or adult you are today; but
the greatest demonstration that all life is sacred comes from Christ
Himself, whose journey to the cross began in the womb of Mary.” Rev.
Christopher Maronde, pastor of Saint John Lutheran Church, Decatur,
Indiana – (www.lutheransforlife.org)

12

