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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
I know this imagery and this story may have evoked a lot of feelings. It may even have a lot of us feeling very raw while sitting in our pews or out there on the conference call. However, I want to reassure you that those feelings are okay, and they are rather normal. To be honest, they are expected with such a story as this Gospel Text delivers. Death is real, and my Professor said in Worship class the other day, we name it! That calling death what it is, and being frustrated and confused by it does not identify with a lack or even a questioning of faith. We often wish for the reversal of death because we still want our loved ones to be right alongside of us, just like Lazarus’ sisters did. It just shows our love for that which has been created, that which we have been blessed with, by our Triune God.
In our baptisms we have died to self and have been born into new life with Christ so that we may live long past these earthly bodies and they serve in their ministries here on earth. Yes, we are blessed with the life we live here for sure, but we do indeed live in the constant hope and blessing of life in eternity as well because of Christ and the resurrection.
Now, that I have gotten a little more serious, or perhaps way heavier than I would have liked to open this Sermon today let’s move on and explore our story that we just read and heard together here. You know, it seems that we are so convinced that society these days with all the phones, computers, microwaves, and modern technology has pretty much created some kind of instant or give me now mentality. However, if we really do explore the words of scripture that we have been dealt then we come to the very same realization that this mentality existed way back then as well. To bring this point even more front and center we can recall the exact same words, the very pain and frustration that we heard from both sisters. In verses 21 and 32 Martha and Mary said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” (2) What a statement, and yet what an indictment. They actually expected Jesus to come at the very moment they put their request in. They thought that their friendship and their respect of Jesus, not to mention the love that Jesus had for his friend, would have him come running immediately. However, they had no clue that Jesus had other work to do, and other people to attend to. Of course, Lazarus’ rapidly declining health was a very dire situation, but Jesus was focused on more than one outcome. Jesus was focused on the entire picture. In this we may realize that we have a lot to learn here from Jesus. Sometimes we admittedly need to draw back. I know I am guilty of it very often when I ask for things, and I expect my wife or someone to do something right then and there. I really do not expect it to be done later when they get around to it. Of course that may be some sort of control, but I also rationalize and feel that it also may be because I do not want them to forget. So, just maybe these sisters thought they could control Jesus. Then again, just maybe these sisters thought Jesus would forget to come if they did not put their request in so bluntly. Or quite possibly, just maybe these sisters were mad because Jesus did not handle things at that moment, or even the way that they had desired. The truth and extreme reality of the matter was right in front of them, their brother was dead, and their brother was in a tomb. This should not have happened in their minds. As a result, they have Jesus to blame because just maybe they feel that Jesus deserted them.
We also learn in the words from scripture today that Jesus had total faith and confidence in his Heavenly Father. Jesus was so certain that the situation would have whatever outcome he desired. Jesus shows that our very earthly situations are only temporary when God intervenes, even death. Verse 11 speaks of this very conviction, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” (2) There is no doubt there, that is a statement and a belief. Then, going back to verse 4 we heard, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” (2) Then, we further that with verses 14 and 15 as Jesus said, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” (2) Jesus admittedly knows what is going to happen, and he knows what he has to do. Unfortunately, he also knows that he has to prove himself to all of us so that we will truly believe. Although, he also realizes that he will not be doing it on his own as he calls on his Heavenly Father for support. This shows us how humble and trusting Jesus was, and this is also a perfect example for all of us, as we should never count on or fully rely on ourselves in any situation.
Martha and Jesus’ dialogue is such an intimate encounter. Martha’s mindset, heart, and belief are precise. Martha goes directly to Jesus showing her faith, conviction, belief, and trust, in the face of grief, loss, and sorrow. What a wonderful example she set after she dealt out her initial words and frustration. Martha has an understanding of who and what is standing right in front of her, but she also has more to learn and experience as well.
With saying this I do not want to dismiss Mary’s actions or move on past her encounter with Jesus here either. Mary’s doubt, or even her laid-back approach, tell a different story. There are two very key parts to her actions that should not be overlooked. First off, Mary is kneeling at the feet of Jesus in respect and awe. Secondly, where Martha went to Jesus on her own, Mary ended up coming with others. Mary actually drew people in. Whether she realized she was doing this or not, she was doing something extremely vital in this story as well. She was getting those who were there to care for her and her sister to be a part of this life altering experience.
We come to realize that these encounters show us the very real and present Jesus in the face of grief, loss, and sorrow. Unfortunately, this is precisely where I will admittedly say that the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition has messed up. In my mind it has completely changed a point of scripture with its more modern mentality and wording. The shortest verse in the Bible that many people know actually exists here…. Well, it did. Verse 35 no longer says “Jesus wept” (2) it says “Jesus began to weep.” (2) Right in the face of everything Jesus showed all of the feelings he had, and the humanness of his very existence. “Jesus wept.” (2) For goodness sakes, there was no beginning to cry! I would imagine Jesus was in full blown tears just like any one of us would be when the realness of death sets in, when we realize that someone we love is gone. So, “Jesus wept.” (2) He cried with and right alongside of everyone there. We are privileged enough to have the Spirit deal with it right alongside of all of us time and time again because our God knew that we would need someone present with us to assure us we are never alone either.
As we close out this review of the Gospel Text together let us listen to what Karoline Lewis painted so eloquently in her Commentary on Working Preacher. “Since Jewish belief held that the soul left the body after three days, just in case we are wondering, Lazarus is really dead. And, he is going to smell. Jesus then pauses to pray and this prayer is more than demonstrative. Note what Jesus highlights in his prayer–hearing (11:41-42). Jesus thanks God for hearing him, and how is Lazarus raised? By hearing Jesus. Like the sheep that recognize the voice of the shepherd who calls them by name (10:3), Lazarus hears his name being called, he recognizes the voice of the shepherd, and the dead man comes out, because only the shepherd can lead his sheep out.” (9)
In Lent we are all reminded and encouraged to come out of our own graves. We are invited to be unbound and supported by an entire community of faith, and to do the same for one another. We are invited to come into belief because of our very presence in every single story we read and experience. We are invited to truly come and see so that we may believe.
Amen.
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Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.
  
7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”
  
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him.
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