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aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ  
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Dear Cousins, 
 
This will be my last governorôs message. The Illinois Soci-
etyôs bylaws state that a governor may serve three consecu-
tive one-year terms, and in November, members will vote 
on a new slate of officers (see page 12). 
 
As I look back, I see that ñvalue for members" has been a 
theme during my terms. Here are some of the things imple-
mented or emphasized by our board in these three years for 
which I am grateful and proud: 
 

¶ A February Zoom program on Mayflower history, be-
cause we know that not everyone is able to attend 
luncheons. 

¶ A robust newsletter always consisting of 16 pages of 
content provided by our members. 

¶ Mail Chimp emails to supplement communications 
between newsletters. 

¶ Placement of Silver Books in more  Illinois libraries. 

¶ Support for the Mayflower Meeting House project 
through fundraising raffles and donations. Our financial 
commitment has provided the Illinois Society with a ñnaming opportunityò for one of the sanctuary chandeliers. 

¶ General Society of Mayflower Descendants recognition for Don Sherman, Cary Stone-Greenstein and Jessica 
Schleinzer for their years of volunteer service to the Illinois Society. 

¶ Written survey of members at two luncheons to learn preferences for meeting locations, costs and programs. Re-
ceiving and acting on suggestions are vital for keeping our members and gaining new ones. 

¶ Fun table decorations and favors at luncheons to facilitate conversations and leave you with a little souvenir to take 
home. Weôve had tulip bulbs, Plymouth rocks and candy turkeys. We hope these small gifts make you want to see 
whatôs in store at the next luncheon in Bloomington. 

¶ An ongoing commitment as always to our next generation of Mayflower descendants as we continue to provide col-
lege scholarships and a strong program of books for Juniors. 

 
Our Illinois Society was founded in 1897 ð thatôs an incredible 128 years of volunteer service in memory and honor of 
our Mayflower ancestors. I thank you, the members, and I congratulate your next board that will take our mission into 
the future. I wish them the best. 
 
Gratefully yours, 
 
Ann Wilkerson 
Governor, Society, Mayflower Descendants in the State of Illinois 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ !ƴƴ ²ƛƭƪŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ WǳƭƛŜ .ŀǊƴŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴΦ 
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Report from the 2025 annual luncheon 
The Society of Mayflower Descendants 
in the State of Illinois Spring Luncheon 
was held on May 10, 2024, at Mag-
gianoôs Oak Brook. The meeting was 
called to order by Governor Ann Wilker-
son at noon. Elder Deborah Domain 
gave the invocation, and Ann led the 
pledge of allegiance. Deputy Governor 
Julie Barnes read the Mayflower Com-
pact. Membership Secretary Don Sher-
manôs memorable presentation included 
quotes from the speech given at the third 
Illinois Society banquet in 1899.  

Ann introduced the past governors, cur-
rent officers and board of assistants and 
thanked all the board members for their 
help in setting up the luncheon, and Pil-
grim Hall for its donation of the post-
cards at each place setting. She wel-
comed Jamestowne Society guests and 
all guests.  

Ann invited everyone to consider serving on the board or one of the committees. The Nominating Committee, 
John, Ann and Jessica, will be contacting current officers and potential candidates.  

Ann thanked members and the board who have supported projects that help to tell our story, including  dona-
tions of the Silver Books to Illinois libraries and a mid-winter Zoom lecture. The Roof Tile Tray being auctioned 
off (tickets $10 or 2/$20) to benefit the Plymouth Meeting House was donated by Deb Domain.  

The minutes from the 2024 Annual Meeting were printed in the Winter Newsletter and approved by the Board.   

The Scholarship Committee, consisting of Linda Wingstrom, Roger Huddleson, Tony Hoskins and Jessica Schlein-
zer, received seven very good applications for the $2,500 scholarship, all with a 4.0 or better GPA. The winner, 
Nash Williams of Dublin, Ohio, attended the luncheon with his family.   

At 1:00 Julie introduced the speaker, Professor David Richmond, of Harper College. Julie presented Richmond 
with an honorarium in his name for Harper Col-
lege Scholarship Fund. 

The Meeting House tray raffle netted a total of 
$380.  

Julie announced that the Fall Annual Meeting 
will be held on Nov. 15 at the Bloomington 
Country Club. The program will be by re-
enactor Martina Mathisen.  

After the benediction by Deborah, Ann ad-
journed the meeting at 1:45.  At the close of the 
meeting, board members were asked to stay for 
photos.  

Mary Morony,  
Recording Secretary ¢ŀōƭŜ ǎŜǩƴƎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŎŀǊ ŎǳǇ ƘƻƭŘŜǊ ŎƻŀǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŎŀǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ tƭȅƳƻǳǘƘΦ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 5ƻƴ {ƘŜǊƳŀƴΣ /ƻƴǎǳƭǝƴƎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ /ŀǊȅ {ǘƻƴŜ-DǊŜŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΣ 5ŜǇπ

ǳǘȅ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ WǳƭƛŜ .ŀǊƴŜǎΣ /ƻ-IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ wƻƎŜǊ IǳŘŘƭŜǎǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ !ƴƴ ²ƛƭƪŜǊǎƻƴ 
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Hopkins, Bradford descendant plans 
to major in engineering at Purdue  
 
The Illinois Society stretched east to Ohio this year to 
award the 2025 Illinois Mayflower scholarship of $2,500. 
 
Nash Williams, then a senior at Dublin Jerome High 
School in Dublin, Ohio and a descendant of Mayflower 
passengers Stephen Hopkins and William Bradford, was 
chosen. He attended the spring luncheon with his parents, 
Paula and Brian Williams. His grandmother, Christine Fos-
ter, is a member of the Illinois Mayflower Society and was 
his scholarship sponsor. 
 
In addition to excellent academics, Williams is active at 
his school, in Scouting and his community. He has ex-
celled at youth hockey and has become a referee, and was 
a mentor to his teammates when he was injured with a bro-
ken collarbone. As his Eagle Scout project, Williams 
planned and built picnic tables, complete with wood-
burned checkerboards so children at the elementary school 
he attended would have a place to go and learn outdoors. 
 
In his application essay, he noted the arduous journey of 
the Mayflower passengers and the hardships they faced 
settling in Plymouth that first year. 
 
ñSimilar to the Pilgrims, between academics, hockey, ref-
ereeing, scouting, Young Life, Senior Cabinet, the Celtic 
Advisory Program, and my summer jobs, I have always 
emphasized two things: working hard and giving back,ò he 
said. 

Williams is majoring in mechanical engineering this fall at 
Purdue University, with a specialization in business and 
leadership. He said new products and ideas have revolu-
tionized the world, and he wants to be on the frontier of the 
next breakthrough invention, finding ways to fix and alle-
viate problems and inconveniences of billions of people. 
 
ñWhile the Pilgrims undoubtedly significantly influenced 
history, laying the foundation for religious freedom, and 
forging the foundation of the free world, I too look to in-

fluence history,ò he 
said. ñWith this schol-
arship, I can obtain a 
high-quality education 
to guide me in future 
large-scale positive 
engagements for the 
greater good.ò 
 
There were seven 
highly qualified and 
worthy applicants. 
 
The committee, made 
up of Linda Wing-
strom, Jessica Schlein-
zer, Tony Hoskins, 
Roger Huddleston and 
John Schellinger, de-
termined Williams rose 
above the rest. 
 

- Brett Johnson 

Ohio student receives 2025 scholarship 

{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ bŀǎƘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƛǎ ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜΦ ²ƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΣ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŜƊΣ ŀǊŜ WŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ .ŜŎƪȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 5ŀƴ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ CƻǎǘŜǊΦ Iƛǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ tŀǳƭŀ ŀƴŘ .Ǌƛŀƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƉŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘǊŀȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƭŀǘŜ ǝƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƻƻŦŜŘ ǘƘŜ муфт aŜŜǝƴƎ IƻǳǎŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ tƭȅƳƻǳǘƘΣ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǧǎΦ 

{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ bŀǎƘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴΦ 
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 The Illinois Mayflower Society spring 


