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Grace that Opens Blind Eyes
“Throwing aside his cloak, he (Bartimaeus) jumped up and came to Jesus. And answering him,
Jesus said, “What do you want Me to do for you?” And the blind man said to Him, “Rabboni,
I want to regain my sight!” And Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.”
Immediately he regained his sight and began following Him on the road.”
Mark 10:50-52 (NASB)
Can you imagine being physically blind? For someone like me, who has had the privilege of being able
to see all my life, I cannot imagine how devastated and lost I would be if I was to ever lose my sight.
By God‟s grace, I would have to relearn seeing with the vision of my mind, my touch, and with much
help from loved ones.
The story that has been preserved for us in Mark 10 about the blind man, teaches us a lesson about
blindness. The story suggested that Bartimaeus once was not blind. If that is true, he became blind at
some point in his life. There are diseases that can cause people to go blind. So, perhaps he
contracted a disease that caused him to lose his sight. Being blind has made him unable to take care
of himself or his family. Often times, someone like Bartimaeus would resort to begging or become
dependent on the grace and mercy of others. When he heard that Jesus can heal diseases, all he
wanted was to regain his sight. I think it is fair to say that any blind person who has the opportunity to
see again would do whatever is needed to regain their sight. Though physically blind, Bartimaeus was
not blind to the point where he did not know he needed to be healed. But more, he knew exactly the
right person that could heal his blindness. Despite not being able to see, Bartimaeus was able to
discern what he needed to do, and where to get the help he needed.
For people like you and me who are not physically blind, we need to recognize that we have our own
blindness. Maybe even more so than those who are physically blind. The world has so much to offer,
and we are bombarded, and are distracted by so much. If we are not careful, we could get blinded by
the desires of our flesh which can distort our vision of what God desires of us. In our technological …
social media … instant world, where we can get everything we want and more at a click of a button, it
is easy for us to think we are in charge of our own life. It is easy for us to think that we do not need
anyone to tell us what to do and how to live our life. Many have come to believe that there are no
moral truths and we are the captain of our life or soul. We live in an individualistic and selfish world
where we are blinded by the beauty and glitters of this world. It is no wonder there is so much chaos,
hatred, and violence in the world. It is all because we want something and we cannot have it … the
way we want it.
In order to be healed from our blindness, like Bartimaeus, we must know that we are in need of
healing. It is my prayer that all of us would have enough discernment to know that we are in need of
healing in our own way. All of us could use a healthy and godly vision for our life. If that is what we
desire, the first thing we need to do is call out to Jesus and ask him to give us his vision for our life.
We may not be physically blind, but it would do us good to realize that only Jesus can heal the
blindness of our heart. That only Jesus can extend grace to open our blind eyes.

It is not enough to spend an hour in church every Sunday and say our blessing before meals. What
God wants from us is to have a clear vision of what he has called us to do with the life that he has
given us, and how he would have us serve in this time of our life. No matter who you are, God can use
you to accomplish great things for his kingdom. But you do need a godly vision in order to do so!
Therefore, may God lavish his grace on you and may he renew your sight to see beyond the beauty
and the glitters of this world.
Together in Christ,
Pastor Mao Her

2019 SUMMER SERMON SERIES!
COMING IN AUGUST
Super Human: God’s Hall of Fame

The Bible has the power to change normal human beings into extra-ordinary
people. Throughout the Bible we read about men and women, who through
trusting God, accomplished great things. It is through these SUPERHUMAN
people that God’s story is still being told today.
Join us for worship in the month of July and August as we explore the lives of
these faithful men and women … those who made it into God’s Hall of Fame.

As always, we look forward to seeing you in WORSHIP!

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR AUGUST

VOLUNTEERS FOR AUGUST

4th

COMMUNION SERVERS
4th
Jerry Freitag & Judy Riedy

Hosea 11:1-11
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 (UMH 830)
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

11th

18

th

25th

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 (UMH 7834)
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40
Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 (UMH 801)
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794)
Hen=brews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

Birthdays This Month…
2nd
3rd
4th
4th
7th
7th
13th
14th
17th
22nd
23rd
26th

Diane Stinson
Flo Graham
Marilyn Bender
Tyler Steeno
Marge Freitag
Rae Jean Lukaszewski
Logan Lukaszewski
Dorothy Pike
Mary Ann Carr
Jayda Allen
Art Pulizos
Sue Thomas

Please wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY
when you see them!

COUNTERS
4th
Mylee Vang & Steve Montgomery
11th Pam Seri & Denise Edlund
18th Carrie Montgomery & Janet Brown
25th Dorothy Pike & Nancy Wolski
GREETER(S)
4th
Carol & Dave Olson
th
11
Pam Seri
18th Marilyn Bender
25th Nancy & Josh Wolski
LAY LITURGIST
4th
Janet Brown
th
11
Ron Stinson
18th Marge Freitag
25th Shanna Bude
MINI COFFEE HOUR
4th
Flo & Larry Graham
11th Janet Brown
18th Denise Edlund
25th Don & Judy Larson
USHERS
4th
Pam Seri, Beth Schramm,
Ardy & Dick Straub
th
11
Denise & Gary Edlund, Diane Steeno
and Judy Riedy
18th Flo & Larry Graham
Carol & Dave Olson
25th Pat Nefstead, Mary Pitman,
Jim Boehm and Ron Stinson

Thank you to all of our volunteers!

If you are not able to be in church on your
designated Sunday, please try to switch
with someone else, and contact Jo in the
church office. Thanks!

Our Next Movie Series Movie
UMW CORNER

Will be shown on September 3rd, and will
be shown in the Sanctuary at 6:30 PM…
This movie is in Memory of Jean
Chadderdon

Martha Fellowship
NO meetings until September!
Have a GREAT SUMMER!
See you in Church and at the breakfast with the
UMW Caring Circle!

The UMW Caring Circle
NO meetings until September!
Save Thursday, August 8th, for another outing –
9:00 AM at Melrose Restaurant on South 27th
Street, next to Menards. All women invited!

The Men’s Breakfast,
which is held on the first
and third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 AM,
is held at George
Webb‟s Restaurant.

Popcorn will be provided… Bring your own
beverage…

We hope you will join
us there!

Thank you to all of the July
Coffee Bar volunteers:
Gail Montgomery, Judy Riedy,
Carol Olson, Marilyn Bender and Marge Freitag

Volunteers are needed for August and
September. Please see the sign-up
sheet on the credenza outside of the
church office.
If anyone has flowers from their garden
they would like to share with the church
to decorate the altar for the worship
service, please contact
Nancy Wolski or call the
church office. Thank you!

August Outreach
We will be delivering home-made
cookies to the Greenfield Police and
Fire departments on August 18th
after church. This is a great way to
say thank you for all they do to serve and
protect us.
If you would like to help this outreach by baking
some of your favorite cookies or bars it is much
appreciated. Please have the cookies at church
on or before August 18.
Also, if you would like to include a thank you
card, we know they would appreciate that too!
We will also need a few volunteers to help
deliver after church.

INTERFAITH NEWS

The Milwaukee Cymanfa Ganu

SW Interfaith and all 10 Milwaukee County
Interfaith Neighborhood Outreach Programs no
longer exist as “Interfaith”.
ERAS (empower, relate, approach, serve) of
Waukesha County has stepped up to oversee
the Milwaukee program to ensure older adults
continue to get services.
There is still an office at St. Alphonsus Church.
However, Kay Bloesl, the volunteer coordinator,
and Diane May, the director, have retired.
Replacements have not been hired as of yet.
Funding for this program comes from: Dept. on
Aging, United Way, and the Bader Foundation.
As of now the neighborhood churches are not
involved with the finances. Things may
change… this is all in a trial period.

SAVE THE DATE:
The 2019 Grandparent‟s
Day Plant (Mum) Sale is on
September 8th.

All proceeds go to our CUMC Outreach!

A BIG Thank you to all the hard working
volunteers that helped set up, put together a
great lunch and cleaned up afterwards for the
Welsh Hymn Sing on Sunday, July 14th.
It was enjoyed and appreciated by all!
We received a thank-you card from The
Milwaukee Cymanfa Ganu organization. It
reads:
The Welsh Club of the Milwaukee Area, Inc.
would like to express its appreciation to the
members of Christ United Methodist Church
once again for the use of your church building
for the Milwaukee Cymanfa Ganu on Sunday,
July 14. The event highlights Welsh hymnsinging.
The club appreciated the wonderful facility. It
also appreciates the helpful volunteers and all
of the refreshments (food, coffee and treats)
that were provided.
Thank you for contributing to another
successful Cymanfa Ganu.
Thank you for hosting the event.
Best regards, Mary S Schranz, Treasurer
Welsh Club of the Milwaukee Area, Inc.

We will not be having our monthly BINGO
with Goodwill COC South in August.
Please watch for the September newsletter
for info for next month‟s Bingo session!

WANTED…
We are in need of a custodian for the church.
Able bodied person must be available to clean the church
regularly, not to exceed 8 hours per week.
All areas of the church are to be cleaned, some weekly,
some monthly and some as needed.
Interested parties should contact either:
Nancy Wolski @ 414 559-0741
OR
Pastor Mao @ 920 562-9609

The Importance of Hymn Singing
As I enjoyed the Welsh Hymn Sing last Sunday, I was reminded of how much John Wesley thought
singing hymns was.
As one reads through the Bible, you will find many instances of singing. In fact, the book in the center
of the Bible, the Psalms, was considered the hymnbook of the Hebrews. Paul is often identified as
singing.
Hymns help teach us theology and scripture. When I worked in Clown Ministry, I found that often the
easiest way to teach scripture and prayers was to put them to music – and then if you add motions or
dance steps, it really helps people learn them – and it makes them more fun! Charles Wesley wrote
hundreds of hymns – many used local folk music or even local drinking song music which made it
easier for people to learn them.
I recently read an article on the importance of hymn singing by Jonathan Aigner. He stated that in
contrast with contemporary music, the hymns of the past and present allow us to express a more
honest, natural, and more human response to the terror happening around us at home and abroad.
Hymns help provide us with a more heightened language for expressing the good news of the Gospel.
Hymn singing helps us develop our social consciousness. The idea that our faith should radically
impact the way we relate to the world around us has long been a part of the hymn tradition through the
likes of Isaac Watts, Charles Wesley, Fanny Crosby. And through the pens of recent hymn-writers,
such as Fred Pratt Green, Brian Wren, and Ruth Duck, we‟ve seen a renewed focus on singing this
important part of our faith.
Contemporary music is often written for individuals and small groups to perform, and the congregation
is forced to try to match the performer‟s adlibbing whims in tempo, rhythm, and melody. The singing is
in the range of the performer and may not match the range of most of the congregation. Meanwhile,
hymns were specifically written for congregational singing. They are self-contained pieces that begin
and end with poetry. The harmony is dictated by the four-part vocal arrangement, making the songs
ideal for robust and hearty large group participation (as in the recent Welsh Hymn Sing). Melody and
rhythm are standardized and free from the self-indulgence of solo performers.
Hymns remind us that we don‟t worship to attract unbelievers. They are distinctively different with a
distinctively different vocabulary for a distinct covenant people. UMC Bishop Will Willimon stated to a
student:
“Well you‟ll notice that you won‟t hear any of this kind of music on MTV. This is a different kind of
music. You had to get up, get dressed, and come down here at an inconvenient hour of the day to

hear music like this. Check out the Ten Commandments. It says that thing about „honor your father
and your mother.‟ This is our attempt to do that in a small way. To be a Christian is to find yourself
moving to a different rhythm, a different beat.”
In spite of the fact that hymns may not be popular music, it does unite generations of Christian people.
When we sing hymns of the past we are sharing in the faith of those who have gone before us. All
worship is historic because we recall God‟s creative and redemptive works. And all worship is
contemporary because we are doing it today. And worship is future as it foretells the coming
resurrection.
What follows are John Wesley‟s Rules for Singing
1.

Learn these tunes before you learn any others; afterwards learn as many as you please.

2.
Sing them exactly as they are printed here, without altering or mending them at all; and if you
have learned to sing them otherwise, unlearn it as soon as you can.
3.
Sing all. See that you join with the congregation as frequently as you can. Let not a slight
degree of weakness or weariness hinder you. If it is a cross to you, take it up, and you will find it a
blessing.
4.
Sing lustily and with a good courage. Beware of singing as if you were half dead, or half
asleep; but lift up your voice with strength. Be no more afraid of your voice now, nor more ashamed
of its being heard, than when you sang the songs of Satan.
5.
Sing modestly. Do not bawl, so as to be heard above or distinct from the rest of the
congregation, that you may not destroy the harmony; but strive to unite your voices together, so as
to make one clear melodious sound.
6.
Sing in time. Whatever time is sung be sure to keep with it. Do not run before nor stay
behind it; but attend close to the leading voices, and move therewith as exactly as you can; and
take care not to sing too slowly. This drawling way naturally steals on all who are lazy; and it is high
time to drive it out from us, and sing all our tunes just as quick as we did at first.
7.
Above all sing spiritually. Have an eye to God in every word you sing. Aim at pleasing him
more than yourself, or any other creature. In order to do this attend strictly to the sense of what you
sing, and see that your heart is not carried away with the sound, but offered to God continually; so
shall your singing be such as the Lord will approve here, and reward you when he cometh in the
clouds of heaven.
Connie Ziegler

Save this date!

September 21, 2019, so you can attend a one-day event: The Art of Christian

Grand-parenting.
The United Methodist Foundation and the United Methodist Church of Whitefish Bay, Community
UMC: Elm Grove and Gethsemane UMC: Pewaukee are bringing the Rev. Dr. Tanya Campen Ph.D.
to the Metro Milwaukee area to guide us in the fine art of walking with the young people we love on
their journeys of faith.
Place this date on your calendars and watch for more information on location as well as details of the
program by following on our Facebook Events page; The Art of Christian Grand-parenting.
Your grandchildren need you on their team to strengthen their faith and model a Christian lifestyle.
Here‟s your chance for encouragement, energy and ideas from a talented Christian Educator and
other grandparents.

HERE COMES OUR GREAT MAMA MIA’S
SPAGHETTI DINNER!
Save the Date… It’s all set!

Saturday, September 14th 5:00 -7:00 PM
Fund Raiser Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction
(Proceeds to offset the cost of lawn service for 2019)
Featuring:
Mama Mia‟s Delicious Spaghetti, Mouthwatering Garlic Bread, Salad and a Variety of
Desserts
SEEKING DONATIONS FOR THE AUCTION…
Ideas include, but are not limited to:
 gift cards,
 movie ticket packages,
 family fun packs,
 gently used home decor
 sports memorabilia

Show us your creativity!
Donations should be left in the church office.
We will be needing lots of help too! Please contact Denise Edlund to volunteer before
she calls you! 
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday

Saturday

2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

30

31

5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting
6:00 PM - Jazzercise
6:30 PM – Growth
Group – Walking

4

5
9:45 AM – Fellowship Time
10:15 AM – Worship Service
Nursery Available

6

7

8

7:00 AM – Men‟s
Breakfast @ George
Webb‟s Restaurant

UMW BREAKFAST
5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting

6:00 PM - Jazzercise

6:00 PM - Jazzercise
6:30 PM – NO MOVIE
NIGHT

11
9:45 AM – Fellowship Time
10:15 AM - Worship Nursery
Available

12
7:00 PM – Accountable
Leadership Meeting

13

14

15

8:00 AM – Growth
Group - Walking

5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting

6:00 PM - Jazzercise

6:00 PM - Jazzercise
6:30 PM – Growth
Group – Walking

18

19

9:45 AM – Fellowship Time
10:15 AM – Worship Service
Nursery Available

20

21

22

7:00 AM – Men‟s
Breakfast @ George
Webb‟s Restaurant

5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

6:00 PM - Jazzercise

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Deliver Cookies to
Greenfield Fire & Police
25
9:45 AM – Fellowship Time
10:15 AM – Worship Service
Nursery Available

26

27
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

28

29
5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

Jo - Vacation

Jo - Vacation

The NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR
September is:
August 18th

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5200 South 48th Street
Greenfield, Wisconsin 53220
Worship ………………………………..………...….. 10:15 AM
Holy Communion is Served on the
First Sunday of each Month
Rev. Mao Her………….………..…………….……….….Pastor
Church Office ………..………….…………... 414 421-0202
Office Fax ……..…………….………………... 414 421-3437
Email…………….…..………. christumc1@sbcglobal.net
Website……….…..… http://greenfieldchristumc.org/
Rev. Dr. Hee-Soo Jung…………….…….Resident Bishop
Rev. Forest Wells………….……District Superintendent

Rev. Jorge Mayorga Solis
……………………………….District Superintendent
Newsletter email address……same as church
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