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Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America 

 
I pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all.  

 
 

SAR Pledge 
 

We, descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their 
sacrifices, established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in 
the principles of liberty and our Constitutional Republic, and solemnly 
pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe.  

 
 

SAR Recessional 
  
Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers 
who gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme 
Court and a nation of free men.  

 

 

 

 

Libertas et Patria  
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ALABAMA SOCIETY SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLU TION  

Board of Managers Spring  Meeting ðMay 12 , 2021  

Agenda  

Welcome and Call to Order (10:00 a.m.) 

Quorum Declaration 

Appointment of Parliamentarian 

Invocation 

Presentation of Colors 

Pledge of Allegiance 

SAR Pledge 

Posting of Colors 

Introduction of guests 

Greetings from the President  

Minutes from Fall BOM  

Old Business 

New Business 
Á Youth Protection and Training Commission / Study Group 

Á Color Guard / Honor Guard Line Item 

Á Delegates to the NSSAR Convention 

Reports 
Á Officer 

Á Committee 

Á Chapter 

 

Memorial Service (Patriots passing since the Annual Meeting) 

Lunch  

Installation of Ladies Auxiliary 

Adjournment of the AL BOM Meeting 

SAR Recessional 

Benediction 
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2021 Alabama Society Sons of the American Revolution Annual Meeting 
February 20, 2021 

American Village and Via Zoom 
 

 

The following compatriots were in attendance: Roger Vaughan, Fred Olive, John Killian, Thomas Robert 

Thomas, Rich Johnson, David Jones, Cade M. McCool, Ryan Montgomery, David Martin, Jr., Bill Daniel, Scott 

A. Martin, Tom Granger, Kevin Windham, Stephen Hooks, John Van Zandt, Edmon McKinley, Price L. Legg, 

Martin Brady, Eric Alford, William O. Stone, Joseph Barker, Arnie Burris, William A. Kirkland II, C. Bruce 

Pickette, Preston E. Irving, Ron Bearden, Bob England, Benny Hannah, Jim Griffith, Jay G. Maples, James H. 

Maples, Randall Jennings, Robert L. Anderson, Allen Herrod, Ben Block Jones II, Bob Hunter, Bobby Joe 

Seales, Curtis W. Posey, Jr, David Byers, Donald Roberson, Donis Wolfe, Earl Gillian, Jr., Edwin D Burwell, 

III , Harry Sessamen, Jack Manning, James Alexander, James E. Skip Dotherow, John Wallace, Kenneth 

Michel, Michael Schenk; Otha H. Vaughan Jr., Randy A. Boyer, Ray Cassell, Ray Livingston, Stephen 

Ashbury, Tony Vets, William J. Broome, Jesse C. Brown, John Wallace, Bo Vets, and C. David Billings. 

The 2021 Annual Meeting of the Alabama Society Sons of the American Revolution was called to order at 

10:00 am by President David Jones. 

President Jones sought and received a declaration of a quorum from Recording Secretary Eric Alford. 

 

Jay Maples was appointed as the Parliamentarian for the meeting. 

 

Reverend Killian gave the invocation. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by William Kirkland. 

 

The Pledge of the SAR was led by Fred Olive. 

 

President Jones welcomed all guests, particularly the General Officers, Vice Presidents General, and Minute 

Men who were in attendance. 

Greetings were brought via Zoom on behalf of the NSSAR by President General Jack Manning, on behalf of the 

Mississippi Society by State Vice President Ben Jones, and the Louisiana Society by Librarian General and Past 

Louisiana State President Tony Vets. Black Warrior River Chapter President Rich Johnson brought greetings on 

behalf of the host chapter of the Annual Meeting and Convention. 

 

Greetings were brought on behalf of the Alabama Society Daughters of the American Revolution by Tammy 

Clemons State DAR Regent.  

 

Greetings were brought on behalf of the Alabama Society Children of the Revolution by Lillian Mae 

Pennington, Alabama State President. 
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The minutes of the Fall 2020 Board of Managers meeting were approved as presented, with a motion for 

acceptance by Edmon McKinley.  

 

There was no old business to consider. 

 

Under new business, Chairman of the Nominating Committee Edmon McKinley presented the slate of 

ALSSAR officers for election for 2021-22. The slate is as follows: National Trustee ï David Jones ï Black 

Warrior River; Alternate National Trustee ï William Anderson Kirkland II, Esq. ï General Richard 

Montgomery; President ï William Anderson Kirkland II, Esq. ï General Richard Montgomery; Vice President 

ï William E. Daniel, Jr. ï Cahaba Coosa; Secretary ï James Kenneth Griffith, Jr. ï Tennessee Valley; 

Recording Secretary ï Eric Daniel Alford ï General John Archer Elmore; Treasurer ï John Van Zandt ï 

General Galvez; Registrar ï Ron Bearden ï Little River; Chaplain ï Reverend John H. Killian - Birmingham; 

Historian ï Bob England, Ph.D. ï Shoals Area; Genealogist ï Earl Gilliam, Esq. ï General John Archer Elmore; 

Sergeant-At-Arms ï Joseph DeKalb Barker, Jr. ï General John Archer Elmore; Chancellor ï Jay Guerin 

Maples, Esq. ï Tennessee Valley; Endowment Fund Board Nominee for (3 year term) John Wallace ï 

Wiregrass; Currently serving (for 2 year term) ï Price Legg ï General Galvez; and currently serving (for 1 year 

term) ï Roger Vaughn ï Birmingham. 

 

President Jones opened the floor for any further nominations ALSSAR officers for the 2021-22 term. After 

receiving none, nominations were closed. Bob Anderson made a motion to accept the slate of officers by 

acclamation. The motion carried and the officers were elected by acclamation. 

 

NSSAR GWEF Fundraising Committee Chairman Jim Maples and ALSSAR GWEF Committee Chairman Jim 

Griffith gave an update and overview of the George Washington Endowment Fund. The fund continues to grow 

and provide funds for projects across our organization. There is still time to be become a GWEF Fellow in the 

2020-21 fundraising year ending in March. All ALSSAR GWEF Fellows are commemorated on our Societyôs 

website. New GWEF Fellows recognized at the meeting were Janice A. Jennings and C.A.R. State President 

Lillian Mae Pennington. Past fellows, who had not yet been pinned, were also recognized Stephen Hooks, 

Roger Harold Whitesides, Jr., William Anderson Kirkland II, Esq., and Edwin Dudley Burwell III . 

 

The following awards were presented in recognition of membership recruiting efforts within the Alabama 

Society in 2020: 

¶ Ronald Allen Bearden, member with the largest number of first line sponsorships of new members 

approved (18). 

¶ Ray V. Cassell II, member with the largest number of new supplemental applications approved (4) 

¶ Tennessee Valley Chapter, largest number of new members (23). 

¶ Wiregrass Chapter and Lamar County Sons of Liberty, largest percentage of retained membership 

(100%). 

¶ Etowah Chapter and the General John Archer Elmore Chapter, largest percentage of new members 

approved. 

¶ Tennessee Valley Chapter, largest number of supplemental applications approved (12). 

 

The following medals were presented in recognition of service to the Alabama Society in 2020: 

¶ Lydia Darragh Medal : Penelope Jones. 
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¶ Silver Roger Sherman Medal: Edwin Travis Parker, Jr., Randal S. Jennings, Stephen R. Hooks II, 

Richard M. Johnson, Martin P. Brady, James G. Alexander, and Jay G. Maples. 

¶ Meritorious Service Medal: Benny H. Hannah, Jr., James K. Griffith, Jr., Robert D. England, William 

A. Kirkland II, and Eric D. Alford. 

¶ SAR State Medal of Distinguished Service: Joseph D. Barker, Jr. 

¶ SAR Patriot Medal: Edmon H. McKinley. 

 

Due to the modified nature of our Annual Meeting and Convention, we did not have youth award program 

winners present, but we did recognize them. 

¶ Elementary School Poster Contest: Layla Shurden, 1st Place ï Tennessee Valley Chapter; McKinley 

Morris, 2nd Place ï Little River Chapter; Reid Collins, 3rd Place ï Shoals Area Chapter;  

¶ Middle School Brochure Contest: Katherine M. Cain, 1st Place ï Black Warrior River Chapter and 

Rhyan Hollaway, 2nd Place ï Tennessee Valley Chapter. 

¶ Knight Essay Contest: Clayton Cain of Tuscaloosa. 

¶ JROTC Outstanding Cadet: Emia Sesson 

¶ Eagle Scout Contest: Catherine Alexandra Simpson, 1st Place ï General Galvez Chapter; Michael 

Alexander Karmondi, 2nd Place ï Cahaba-Coosa Chapter; Alex Cole, 3rd Place ï Tennessee Valley 

Chapter. 

 

President Jones called for reports from officers, committees, or chapters that were not in the meeting book. The 

Recording Secretary reminded all that it was possible to submit late reports and that they would go into the 

meeting book supplemental document. One late report had been received; any others please turn them in as soon 

as possible. 

 

With no additional reports to be received, President Jones called upon the Ladies Auxiliary for recognition of 

their good works. Ladies Auxiliary Treasurer Rita Pickette came to report the fundraising efforts put forth by 

the Ladies Auxiliary during these challenging times of COVID. The Ladies Auxiliary presented a check for 

$1,600.00 to be used for ALSSAR Youth Programs. 

 

With no further business to consider President Jones adjourned the meeting by unanimous consent at 11:13 am. 

/Eric D. Alford/ 

Eric D. Alford 

Recording Secretary 
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Officer Reports  
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Alabama Society Sons of the American Revolution 

Secretaryõs Report 
 

Jim Griffith ς ALSSAR Secretary 

C:  (256) 656-8761 

Email:  Jgriffith1963@outlook.com 

 

I never realized the complexities of the machine that makes the SAR tick.  Although I do not fully understand the 

machine yet, the parts that I do understand have been a joy to learn.  We have had a significant influx of new 

applications over the past few months thanks to the hard work of Ron Bearden.  Below are the numbers as I have seen 

them over the last two months.  Note that there are many new applications in process, so you can expect the New 

Membership number for this year to jump rather significantly in the near future. 

 

aŀƴȅΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ wƻƴ .ŜŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ .ƛƭƭ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƭƻǿ ōǊŀƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ  

There are many more things to learn and they have been incredibly helpful.  

 

Board of Managers Meeting:        5/15/2021 

Cutoff date for this report:        5/7/2021 

 

Membership as of May 7, 2021 1,130 

New Regular Members since 1/1/2021 17 

New Junior Members since 1/1/2021 4 

New Memorial Members since 1/1/2021 0 

Reinstatements 24 

Reinstatement Transfers 0 

 

Membership Losses: 

Deceased 4 

Resignations 0 

Transfers Out 0 

 

CƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ōȅ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ ǎŜŜ wƻƴ .ŜŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΦ 

Jim Griffith 
ALSSAR ς Secretary 

mailto:Jgriffith1963@outlook.com
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ALABAMA  SOCIETY  

SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION  

Recording {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ Report 

Spring 2021 ALSSAR Board of Managers Meeting 

 
Article XI of the Constitution and By-laws of the Alabama Society of the Son of the American Revolution states: 

άThe Recording Secretary shall organize all Board of Managers meetings and state business meetings and collect 

officer, chapter, and committee reports for such meetings. He shall give due notice of the time and place of all meetings 

to the membership. He shall prepare minutes of all society meetings, which will be available to members of the Board of 

Managers not later than forty-five days following the adjournment of the meeting. He will maintain records of all 

activities of the Board of Managers and state business meetings. On or about January 15 of each year he shall collect 

from the other officers who keep records, and may deposit the same in an appropriate archival institution approved by 

the Board of Managers. He shall prepare correspondence as directed by the State President or Board of Managers on all 

items not directly relating to membership matters, and will, with the assistance of the Secretary, prepare and distribute 

annual dues ƴƻǘƛŎŜǎΦέ 

Normalcy seems to be returning to our fair state and Society as evidenced by having two in-person 

meetings in a row. The newly acquired agility in offering multiple attendance options for our Annual 

Meeting and now our Spring BOM is an excellent way to bring more compatriots to the table and 

encourage greater participation. I am pleased that the leadership of our society continues to see value in 

offering a virtual attendance option alongside in-person attendance. I will continue to work toward the 

integration of the two attendance options as best as possible. The American Village is blessed with 

excellent internet speed which allows us to offer a pretty decent attendance option for remote attendees. 

I continue to work on keeping our position roster and email list updated. Thank you to all who have sent me 

officer updates and improved contact information. I am still hoping to receive a few more chapter email lists. 

I pull emails from the NSSAR Member Database, but as contact information changes, emails are often the last 

thing to be updated. 

I offer my thanks to Rich Johnson who assisted me in registration for this meeting. I started a new job with a 

small company start-up and that initially flurry of activity to get things rolling has been time consuming. I am 

pleased to report that business is going well and I am just now starting to find balance as we onboard more 

customers. Without RichΩs assistance I would have been much more scattered and slightly more stressed. 

Thank you again Rich! 

I stand ready to continue to assist our chapters and members in any way possible. 
 

Eric D. Alford 
ALSSARτRecording Secretary 
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ALSSAR  

Spring BOM  - Treasurerõs Report 
May 15, 2021 

 

 
Report Contents for the period: 
February 1, 2021 through April 30, 2021: 
 
Financial condition of ALSSAR is excellent.  
 
The reconciled cash balance as of April 30, 2021 is $ 43,980.91. 
 
The required ALSSAR non-profit filing with the IRS for the 2020 calendar period was filed in February, and is complete. 
ALSSAR chapters have been contacted with reminders regarding their deadline of May 15, 2021. 
 
We are asking all ALSSAR chapters to confirm ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛƭƛƴƎ (IRS e-Postcard or other 990-N for the year 2020) by 
informing the ALSSAR Treasurer. May 15, 2021 has been established as the government deadline.  ALSSAR chapter 
treasurers have been emailed asking them to confirm with the ALSSAR Treasurer that their process for 2020 has been 
completed. 
 
In patriotic service, 
  

John B. Van Zandt  
Treasurer, ALSSAR 
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bƻǘŜǎ ǘƻ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

ALSSAR BOM 

May 15, 2021 

 

 
 
Item A:  Cash  

 
$ 41,555.91    Bank Balance ς Main Operating Account 
$   2,425.00    Bank Balance ς Annual Convention Account  
$ 43,980.91    Total Cash at 4/30/2021 
  
 
For those of you that are not aware, we maintain our accounting on a cash basis. We do not accrue expenses. 
Typically, all expenses are paid immediately, or within a very short timeframe. 
 
One benefit of cash basis is knowing that except for dues that are sometimes on-hand for future payment 
upcoming payment to NSSAR, our bank balances show actual cash that will be partly used for youth programs, 
and otherwise on-hand as our cash balance going forward. An exception that is worth mentioning is when the 
bank balance is larger for dues that are sometimes on-hand for future upcoming payment to NSSAR. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
John B. Van Zandt 
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