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“HSNT picnic Sunday 
June 30 has been 

cancelled this year due 
bad weather in Dallas 

Texas “

DON’T MISS THE
 EXCITEMENT
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Medical Beds, wheel Chairs and 
other equipment loaned FREE to 
underprivileged people in 
Hyderabad, India
You use it until you are free of illness
Contact: 
Mr. Ateeq 995 120 7710 (Hyd)
Mr. Azeem: WA# 00 1219 588 1538

Offers
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Shawkat Mohammed, a well-known insurance 
specialist in the South Asian community in 
Dallas, was recognized with a customer appre-
ciation Dinner held at Signature Kabab & Grill 
in Plano. 

For the past 20 years, Shawkat Mohammed has 
been offering the community services related to 
financial planning, health insurance, retirement 
planning, and education. He is well-respected 
in the community because of his commit-
ment to hard work and dedication. 

Prominent figures from the South Asian 
community were present at the occasion, in-

cluding 
among others Kazi Mujeeb, Muzakar Sheikh, 
Syed Iftikhar, Raja Zahid Khanazada, poet Syed 
Yunus Ijaz, poet Dr. Noor Amrohvi, and Shah 
Alam Siddiqui.

In his address to the audience Kazi Mujeeb 

said”Bro Shawkat who has been in this business 
for over 20 years with all competition in itself 
speaks credibility and integrity. 

Abdul Gafoor & Farah Salam mesmerized the 
audience

Shawkat Mohammed Felicitated and  
Recognized at Signature Kabab & Grill

A beautiful event by A Continuous Charity and East Plano Islamic Center with two 
of the best cricket players in the world… Babar Azam and Mohammed Rizwan! 
It was a packed house and great to see the pride and emotion for our players - all to 
support a great cause to educate students! Very well done!
Ayesha Sayany Shafi, FB

 Shuja Qaiser recognized by State Representative 
District 76  Suleman Lalani
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IFTEKHAR SHAREEF PAGE

Mohammed Azharuddin international celebrity and former India’s cricket captain seen last week at the residence of 
Iftekhar Shareef along with his son Mohammed Asaduddin, his PA Anas Bakai and other friends

Governor of Haryana State honorable Shri Bandaru Datatreya a family friend of Iftekhar Shareef 
paid a curtesy visit at his residence in Shamshabad

Guldastai Ghazals of Late pundit Vithal 
Rao’s birthday celebration by his daughter 
Ghazal singer Sandhya Vithal Rao was held
 
Seen in pic is also Zafer Pahelwan a child-
hood friend of Iftekhar Shareef
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These are the top universities in India
Hyderabad: The Centre for World University 
Rankings (CWUR) has released its list of top 
2,000 universities across the globe on Monday. 
USA’s Harvard University has topped the list 
while China’s Yunnan Agricultural University 
(2000) secured the last spot. Indian Universities 
have failed to find a spot in the top 100 Universi-
ties, with Indian Institute of Management (IIM) 
Ahmedabad being the only university in the top 
500 list. IIM-Ahmedabad has ranked 410 in the 
global rankings with an employability rank of 
11.

Coming to Universities in India, the IIM-
Ahmedabad has topped the list followed by In-
dian Institute of Science- Bengaluru (501), Indi-
an Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay (568), 
Indian Institute of Technology Madras (582) and 
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research -Hyder-
abad (TIFR) (606). Meanwhile, TIFR is the top 
University in Hyderabad followed by University 
of Hyderabad (UoH) (1299) and the Indian In-
stitute of Technology Hyderabad (1327). Top 10 
Indian Universities:
1. IIM Ahmedabad 
2. IISc Bengaluru 

3. IIT Bombay 
4. IIT Madras 
5. TIFR Hyderabad 
6. IIT Delhi 
7. Delhi University 
8. IIT Kharagpur 
9. AcSIR Ghaziabad 
10. Punjab University 

( Source : Deccan Chronicle )

Japan’s Toyota announces ‘an engine born’ with 
biofuel despite global push for battery electric cars

YURI KAGEYAMA

TOKYO (AP) — “An engine reborn.”

That’s how Japanese automaker Toyota intro-
duced plans to cast a futuristic spin on the 
traditional internal combustion engine.

During a three-hour presentation at a Tokyo 
hall Tuesday, the car manufacturer giant an-
nounced it would offer lean compact engines 
that also run on so-called green fuels like 
hydrogen and bioethanol, or get paired with 
zero-emissions electric motors in hybrids.

This comes as many competitors in the auto 
industry are pushing for fully electric vehicles. 
China is revving its push for Battery Electric 
Vehicles, and its own BYD is threatening to 
outshine Tesla in that push.

Toyota’s Chief Executive Koji Sato said the 
“engine is optimized for the electrification era” 
with hopes of helping push the world into “car-
bon neutrality.”

Toyota already has a well-known hybrid car — 
the Prius — with a gas engine and an electric 
motor. It switches between the two to deliver a 
cleaner drive.

In future hybrids, the electric motor is set to 
become the main driving power, and the new 
engine will be designed to take a lesser role and 
help it along, according to Toyota.

Domestic allies Subaru Corp. and Mazda Mo-
tor Corp., both preparing ecological engines 
designed to meet the inevitably upcoming 
stringent emissions standards, joined Toyota ‘s 
presentation billed as a “multi-pathway work-
shop.”

“Each company wants to win, but we can be 
faster if we work together,” said Sato.

But details on when the engines were coming to 
market weren’t disclosed.

The legacy of the car engine could be felt every-
where.

Mazda said that 
its prized rotary 
engine, introduced 
more than 50 years 
ago, was being 
adapted for electric 
vehicles.

Subaru, meanwhile, 
showcased its trade-
mark smaller hori-
zontally opposed 
engine. While Chief 
Technology Officer 
Tetsuro Fujinuki 
confirmed the com-
pany was working 
on a great “Subaru-
like” electric vehicle, 
he said the company wasn’t about to dump the 
engine altogether.

Toyota, too, is working on stylish BEVs.

The executives said Tuesday that energy supply 
conditions differed globally, adding that prod-
ucts had to meet various customer needs and 
the investments needed for mass-producing 
BEVS were enormous.

Toyota officials also repeatedly noted that 5.5 
million jobs were at stake in the overall supply 
chain for vehicle production in Japan nowadays, 
so a sudden shift to electric cars wasn’t econom-
ically possible or socially responsible.

Takahiro Fujimoto, a professor of business at 
Waseda University, believes electric vehicles are 

a key solution for reducing emissions. But they 
still have weak points, such as large amounts of 
emissions produced while making lithium-ion 
batteries, a chief component.

In Japan, for instance, commuters use trains, so 
that may be a better ecological choice for trans-
portation, Fujimoto said.

“At the very least, I believe the proliferation of 
and innovations in BEVs are definitely needed. 
But that argument is logically not the same as 
saying that all we need are BEVs,” he said.

Uncertainties remain, spanning research and 
development, as well as social, political and 
market conditions, said Fujimoto.

“The carbon neutrality the world is aspiring to-
ward isn’t likely attainable for decades to come. 
It’s going to be a long marathon race,” he said.
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How a store manager from India ended up killed on the battlefields of  Ukraine fighting for Russia

By Vedika Sud and Brad Lendon, CNN

They opened the box on a Sunday in late March, 
getting their first look at Asfan Mohammed since he 
departed India for Russia four months earlier.

He was better dressed than when he’d left – a black 
suit, white shirt, tie and shoes replacing the casual 
attire he’d worn when family and friends saw him 
off.

But he had to be buried in line with his Muslim 
beliefs, so his body would need to be prepared; the 
neat clothes removed.
It was then Imran Mohammad, 41, saw the extent of 
what had happened to his 31-year-old brother while 
fighting for the Russian armed forces in Vladimir 
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine.

“I saw holes on the back of his shoulder, his ribs 
right down till his lower back,” Imran told CNN.

“There were six to seven holes caused by a drone at-
tack. It ripped through his body. There was internal 
damage. Two teeth were broken.”

And now this tight-knit family in Hyderabad, south-
ern India was broken too. A husband, father and 
provider gone.

Imran’s business was also in ruins, rotted by ne-
glect as he’d focused all his energies on finding out 
what happened to his brother on the battlefield of 
Europe’s bloodiest conflict since the Second World 
War.

Imran noted the time.

“I opened the box at 11 a.m. Sunday. When I saw his 
body for the first time, it hit me that he’s no more,” 
he said.

“My efforts to look for my brother, my two-month 
fight for my brother, came to a painful end. I wanted 
to react looking at his corpse, but I just couldn’t. I 
went totally numb.”

A dream lost
Asfan met an unlikely fate – one his family could 
never have imagined when Putin ordered Russian 
troops into Ukraine in February 2022.

At the time, the father of two managed a clothing 
store, one of almost 300 across India in the home-
grown Allen Solly chain, selling kids’ clothes, wed-
ding tuxedos and just about everything in between.

He’d been there eight years, his brother said.

It wasn’t the worst job, but Asfan wanted more 
for his wife and two children, ages 2 and 8 
months. And he dreamed of taking them out of 
Hyderabad.

“He wanted to work in Australia,” where his 
sister-in-law and her family lived, Imran said. 
“They were calling him and his family there.”

But that meant Asfan would need a high score 
on the International English Language Testing 
System (IELTS), which gauges proficiency of 
non-native speakers.

“He wrote his IELTS. He didn’t do well,” Imran 
said. “He felt demotivated. He tried again.”

It didn’t work, Imran said. But videos on You-
Tube about job opportunities in Russia gave 
Asfan new hope, and he contacted an employ-
ment agency, his brother said.

“He was going to work as a taxi driver or deliv-
ery boy in Russia – that process was on,” Imran 
said.

“Then a couple of days later the agents said there are 
vacancies for helper and security jobs in the Russian 
army. The agents assured him that this was the best 
job. They said he could get a Russian passport and 
national card within a year through which you could 
move around neighboring countries.”

Asfan thought that 
could be a stepping 
stone to his family’s 
dream life in Australia, 
his brother said.

Instead, his choice 
took him to the frigid, 
battle-scarred land-
scape of Ukraine.

Brainwashed
Asfan kept his plans 
secret from family and 
friends until it was 
too late to turn back, 

according to Imran, who said he only learned his 
brother was leaving three days before he set off for 
Russia on November 9 last year.

By that time, Asfan had paid more than $1,800 to 
the recruiters, who asked him not to speak to any-
one, even his family, about his intention to travel.

“They had brainwashed him so much … They 
warned him he could be deported from Russia, from 
the airport,” Imran said. “I tried my level best to stop 
him.”

After a multi-stop route that took him through 
other Indian cities and the United Arab Emirates, 
Asfan arrived in Moscow on November 12.

A day later, he signed papers – in Russian, which 

he couldn’t read – committing him to the work, his 
brother said.

“He trusted the agents a bit too much,” Imran said.

Foreign fighters in Putin’s war
By some estimates, Russia has been sending 
thousands of foreign men to fight in Ukraine 
since Putin ordered the invasion.

Many of them are young men from South Asia, 
enticed by the prospect of steady employment 
and higher salaries in Russia. In Nepal, promi-
nent opposition lawmaker and former foreign 
minister Bimala Rai Paudyal told parliament 
earlier this year that between 14,000 and 15,000 
Nepalis were fighting on the front lines, citing 
testimony from men returning from Ukraine.

The Russian government last year announced a 
lucrative package for foreign fighters to join the 
country’s military, including a monthly salary 
of at least $2,000 and a fast track to Russian 
citizenship – but the Kremlin has not said how 
many foreigners it has recruited under the plan.

New Delhi has strong ties with Moscow dating 
back to the Cold War and has largely steered 
clear of condemning outright the invasion by 
Russia, which remains India’s biggest arms sup-
plier.

India has also become a major purchaser of 
Russian energy, bolstering Moscow’s coffers by 
a record $37 billion of crude oil purchases last 
year alone and providing Russia’s sanctions hit 
economy with vital revenue.

	
                        IN

T
E

R
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 P
A

G
E

S
		

 	
IN

T
E

R
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 P
A

G
E

S



June 2024                           	                      PAGE 12
	

                        IN
T

E
R

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 P

A
G

E
S

		
 	

IN
T

E
R

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 P

A
G

E
S

Chabahar Port: US says sanctions possible after 
India-Iran port deal

The US has warned of potential 
sanctions for any country consider-
ing business deals with Iran, hours 
after India signed a 10-year con-
tract to operate a port with Tehran.

India had entered an agreement to 
develop the strategically important 
Chabahar port, close to Iran’s bor-
der with Pakistan, in 2016.
On Monday, it signed a long-term 
deal with Iran to develop it further.
India’s shipping minister called it 
a “historic moment in India-Iran 
ties”.
But the move may not go down well 
with the US, which has imposed 
more than 600 sanctions on Ira-
nian-related entities over the past 
three years.
In a press briefing on Tuesday, the 
country’s State Department Deputy 
Spokesperson Vedant Patel said, when asked 
about the deal, that the US sanctions on Iran are 
still in place and that Washington would con-
tinue to enforce them.
“Any entity, anyone considering business deals 
with Iran - they need to be aware of the poten-
tial risks that they are opening themselves up to 
and the potential risk of sanctions,” he said.

India has not responded to the statement yet.

India took over operations of the port at the 
end of 2018. The port opened a transit route for 
Indian goods and products to Afghanistan and 
Central Asia, avoiding the land route through 
Pakistan - neighbours India and Pakistan share 
a tense relationship.
So far, 2.5m tonnes of wheat and 2,000 tonnes of 
pulses have been shipped from India to Afghan-
istan through Chabahar port, officials say.
On Monday, India’s shipping ministry said that 
the Indian Ports Global Limited (IPGL) and the 

Port & Maritime Organisation of Iran signed a 
long-term deal for the development of the port.
Under the agreement, IPGL will invest about 
$120 million with an additional $250 million in 
financing, bringing the contract’s value to $370 
million, said Iran’s Minister of Roads and Urban 
Development Mehrdad Bazrpash.
India’s Foreign Minister S Jaishankar said the 
deal “will clear the pathway for bigger invest-
ments to be made in the port”.
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Super-aged Japan now has 9 million vacantomes. 
The number of vacant houses in Japan has surged to 
a record high of nine million – more than enough 
for each person in New York City – as the east Asian 
country continues to struggle with its ever-declining 
population.

Abandoned houses are known in Japan as “akiya” – a 
term that usually refers to derelict residential homes 
tucked away in rural areas.

But more akiya are being seen in major cities, such 
as Tokyo and Kyoto, and that’s a problem for a 
government that’s already grappling with an aging 
population and an alarming fall in the number of 
children born each year.

“This is a symptom of Japan’s population decline,” 
said Jeffrey Hall, a lecturer at Kanda University of 
International Studies in Chiba. “It’s not really a prob-
lem of building too many houses” but “a problem of 
not having enough people,” he said.

According to figures compiled by the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs and Communications, 14% of all 
residential properties in Japan are vacant.

The numbers include second homes and those left 
empty for other reasons, including properties tem-
porarily vacated while their owners work overseas.

They aren’t all left to ruin, like traditional akiya, 
whose growing number present a range of other 
problems for the government and communities, 
experts told CNN.

They include stifling attempts to rejuvenate decaying 
towns, becoming potential hazards due to the lack 
of maintenance, and raising the risks for rescuers in 
times of disaster in a country prone to earthquakes 
and tsunamis.

The problem of too many homes
Akiya are often passed down through generations. 
But with Japan’s plummeting fertility rate, many 
are left with no heir to pass to, or are inherited by 
younger generations who have moved to the cit-
ies and see little value in returning to rural areas, 
experts told CNN.

Some houses are also left in administrative limbo 
because local authorities don’t know who the owners 
are due to poor record-keeping, they said.

That makes it difficult for the government to rejuve-
nate fast-aging rural communities, hampering efforts 
to attract younger people interested in an alternative 
lifestyle or investors eyeing a bargain.

Under Japan’s tax policies, some owners often find 
it cheaper to retain the home than to demolish it for 
redevelopment.

And even if owners want to sell, they may have trou-
ble finding buyers, said Hall, from Kanda University.

“Many of these houses are cut off from access to 
public transport, health care and even convenience 
stores,” he said.

Overgrown vegetation surrounds a vacant house in 
the Yato area of Yokosuka City, Kanagawa prefecture, 

Japan, on August 21, 2013. - Akio Kon/Bloomberg/
Getty Images/File
Overgrown vegetation surrounds a vacant house in 
the Yato area of Yokosuka City, Kanagawa prefecture, 
Japan, on August 21, 2013. - Akio Kon/Bloomberg/
Getty Images/File
Trending videos showing people - mainly foreign-
ers - scooping up cheap Japanese houses and turn-
ing them into stylish guesthouses and cafes have 
garnered many followers on social media in recent 
years, but Hall warned it’s not as easy as it seems.

“The truth is most of these homes are not going to 
be sold to foreigners, or that the amount of adminis-
trative work and the rules behind it [are] not some-
thing easy for somebody who doesn’t speak Japanese 
and read Japanese very well,” he said.

“They’re not going to be able to get these houses for 
cheap.”

Too few people
Japan’s population has been in decline for several 
years – at the last count in 2022, the population had 

shrunk by more than 800,000 since the previous 
year, to 125.4 million.

In 2023, the number of new births fell for the eighth 
consecutive year, reaching a record low, according to 
official data.

Japan’s birth rate has hovered around 1.3 for years, 
far from the 2.1 needed to maintain a stable popula-
tion, and just last week Japan’s Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and Communications said the number of 
children under age 15 had dropped for the 43rd 
straight year to a record low of around 14 million, as 
of April 1.

A partly collapsed abandoned wooden house in 
Tambasasayama, Japan on April 05, 2023 - Buddhika 
Weerasinghe/Getty Images
A partly collapsed abandoned wooden house in 
Tambasasayama, Japan on April 05, 2023 - Buddhika 
Weerasinghe/Getty Images
So, all that means the problem of too many homes 
and too few people looks set to continue for some 
time.

Yuki Akiyama, a professor from the faculty of archi-
tecture and urban design at Tokyo City University, 

said vacant houses have caused issues in the past, 
for example, after the 7.5 magnitude earthquake that 
hit the Noto Peninsula in the central prefecture of 
Ishikawa in January.

The area where the quake struck was fraught with 
akiya, he said, and they posed both a danger to 
residents during the disaster and challenges for post-
earthquake reconstruction.

“When an earthquake or a tsunami occurs, there is a 
possibility that vacant houses will block evacuation 
routes as they break down and get destroyed,” he 
said.

After the earthquake, authorities struggled to decide 
which damaged properties they could clean up be-
cause of unclear ownership, presenting “an obstacle 
for reconstruction,” said Akiyama.

In other rural areas with a high concentration of 
vacant houses, akiya have stalled development, the 
professor said.

With these properties remaining untouched, he said, 
“The value of the area will be reduced because it is 
a place where you can’t buy and sell it properly and 
you can’t do large-scale development.”

“People will think that this place has no value, and 
the real estate value of the entire area will gradually 
decrease.”

Akiyama has devised an AI program to predict the 
areas most vulnerable to akiya, but he stressed the 
problem isn’t unique to Japan - it has been seen in 
the US and some countries in Europe.

However, he said Japan’s architectural history and 
culture made the situation there particularly dire.

Homes in Japan aren’t valued for their longevity, he 
said, and unlike in the West, people don’t typically 
see merit in living in historical buildings.

“In Japan, the newer the house, the higher the price 
it sells for,” he said.

For more CNN news and newsletters create an ac-
count at CNN.com
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Raj Mehta/ Nigam Mehta
Manjeet Singh
Indian Community San Diago
Bibhasha Ojha-Rohan Raj
Seema Garg
Kalpesh Soni
Nishu Vasireddy/ Venu Red-
dyManyam/Kishore Ramaraju

Nisse Packianathan Jaya Ku-
mar/Victor Samuel Nathan
Jagdeep Nayyar
Sanjeev Saini
Sunny Singh
Rani Goldy Singh
Noman Sadiq-Vikrant Kumar

Anup Puthenveedu
Preeti Malik Arora / Yogshri 
Jetan Arora
Prasad Royal / Ramadevi Arza
Shahid Amin
Krishna Puttaparthi-Anu 
benakatti
Mohin uddin Mohammad
Shiby Roy/Ginsmon Zacharia/
Anil, Mathew
Sailaja Mantripragada-swapna 

Kiran- Priya Mota
Swapna Kiran / Priya Mota
Nusrath Mehdi Khan / Fouzia 
Zahoor
Ishfaq Khan / Boxer Bhai
Boxer Bhai
Mohammed Alsabah / Mo-
hammad Farhan
Ashfaq Hussain Syed/Aiman 
Beg/ Aadil Farid
Clay Chip Smith

Deepak Kumar

Vlad Kulpinski
 Rana Rao-Pradeep Bharudkar
Wasi Rabbani / Suleman Mo-
hammed
Syed Shoaib Ahmed
Bibi Khan/ Mohammad Im-
ran Tahir
Faheem Hayat
Mammatha Vamshi
Munir Pervaiz/Nasreen 
rrvaiz/ Iftekhar Ahmed
Sunny Khehra
Muhammad Akram Ismail/
Sonia Omer
Muhammad Ismail / Sonia 

Omer
Pomil Singh/Manan singh 
Katohara
Balvanth Reddy
Mohd Tabrase
Eileen Riddle / Lupe Domin-
guez
Mohd Jabbar
Venu Gopal Reddy / Gopi 
Krishna
Asif Alikhan
Areedo Ayad
Khawaja Ashraf
Shweta Dhawan
Jude Miranda -Mohammed 
Arif
Ali Khan
Syed Adeeb
Shakeel Khaleel Baig

Zahid Imran / Nadeem 
Ahmed Bajwa / Muhammad 
Iqbal
Murali Talluri
Gaurav Singla
Noreen Gilani / Marriam 
Tahir

We would like to Thank these 
Admins of FaceBook Groups who 
let us to post Asia Times in their 

Groups 
If we missed you please contact us
mdmukhtarali2001@gmail.com 

EditorAsiaTimes@gmail.com
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Jamaican sprinter and 
the world fastest 100m 
race record holder Us-
ain Bolt converted the 
village of his parents 
into a modern town 
with contemporary 
facilities. 
It all started when Us-
ain Bolt wanted to buy 
a house for his parents 
in the city. Shockingly, 
the parents rejected 
the idea stating that, 
they don’t wanna 
leave the village. They 
don’t wanna leave 
their neighbours and 
friends behind. 
Bolt thus decided to 
modernise the vil-
lage by building social 
infrastructure such as 
school, recreational facilities, health centre and playground for children in 
the village to make it more habitable for all.
He makes lives better not only for his parents but everyone in the village, 
microcosm.

Pakistani Boxer Ilyas Hazara from Balochistan beat Indian boxer to win 
Gold in Australia.

The Iconic Rumi Darwaza Lucknow
Rumi Darwaza was built by the fourth Nawab of Lucknow, Nawab Asaf-
ud-Daula and is believed to be identical to an old gate in Istanbul called 
Bab-iHümayun, and so it’s also sometimes referred to as Turkish Gate.
The 60 feet high gate is now considered an architectural marvel, but it 
was built for a noble purpose. In 1748 North India, particularly Awadh, 
was reeling under severe famine and survival of a large part of the popu-
lation was at stake. To help people overcome this Nawab Asaf-ud-Daula 
decided to build the Bara Imambara along with Rumi Darwaza to gener-
ate employment.
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The Scythian Em-
pire was a nomadic 
people originally of 
Iranian stock, who 
migrated westward 
from Central Asia 
to southern Russia 
and Ukraine in the 
8th and 7th centu-
ries BCE.
They founded a 
rich and powerful 
empire centered 
on what is now 
Crimea.
The empire sur-
vived for several 
centuries before 
succumbing to the 
Sarmatians during the period from 
the 4th century BCE to the 2nd 
century CE.
The Scythians were feared and ad-
mired for their prowess in war and, 

in particular, for their horseman-
ship.
They were among the earliest people 
to master the art of riding, and their 
mobility astonished their neighbors.

The “world’s first cruise liner” was designed by Archimedes. The world’s 
first colossal ship, not unlike a modern cruise liner in form and function, 
was designed and built by the ancient Greek mathematician Archimedes. 
The massive sea vessel was constructed in the third century BC and was 
commissioned by Hiero II of Syracuse, the last Hellenistic (Greek) mon-
arch of Sicily.

world’s first 
cruise liner

HISTORY BITES

The Iconic Rumi Darwaza Lucknow
Rumi Darwaza was built by the fourth Nawab of Lucknow, Nawab Asaf-
ud-Daula and is believed to be identical to an old gate in Istanbul called 
Bab-iHümayun, and so it’s also sometimes referred to as Turkish Gate.
The 60 feet high gate is now considered an architectural marvel, but it 
was built for a noble purpose. In 1748 North India, particularly Awadh, 
was reeling under severe famine and survival of a large part of the popu-
lation was at stake. To help people overcome this Nawab Asaf-ud-Daula 
decided to build the Bara Imambara along with Rumi Darwaza to gener-
ate employment.
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The Slave Who Saved an Empire!
Chapu , a young boy, from an obscure region in Ethiopia gets sold into 
slavery . He reaches the middle East , gets resold from there and eventu-
ally reaches the Deccan - the place where he will rewrite the destiny of 
Ahmednagar Sultanate 
He becomes the slave of Peshwa of the Sultan. Once the peshwa (himself a 
former slave ) dies he is freed and leads a mercenary army for decades
In 1590s, there is a  succession dispute in the empire and the Mughals 
come calling. 
It looks like a cake walk for them. Ahmed Nagar Sultanate is rife with 
conspiracies and  there is no unity.
Until Chapu - now Malik Ambar decides to do something about it
While Ahmed Nagar the city falls to Mughals , Malik Ambar picks up the 
pieces from surrounding regions and re-makes an empire. 
He finds a prince from the royal family , makes him the puppet 
king,marries his daughter to him and as the regent becomes the real force 
behind the throne
For the next 25 years he leads a stubborn rearguard fighting Mughals at 
every nook and cranny. He is ably supported by the brilliant guerrilla 
fighters - the Marathas 
Akbar goes to his grave and Jahangir arrives
Malik Ambar not only takes Ahmed Nagar back, he becomes stronger 
than ever
Jahangir hated Ambar so much that his autobiography is filled with the 
choicest abuses for him . He even got his court painter to create a fantasy 
painting where he is striking an arrow on the severed head of the tena-
cious slave general
Still only a fantasy
The reality remains that until Malik Ambar lives , the Ahmed Nagar Sul-
tanate survives
Eventually he dies and the kingdom falls in the hands of Mughals within a 
decade
The most fitting tribute to him comes from Mutamad Khan - the man 
who completed the  autobiography of Jahangir - “ among all the Habshis 
that set foot in Hindustan , none rose close to his eminence “
Malik Ambar.
Slave . Rebel. Saviour.
Pic 1 - his tomb via different views
Pic 2 - he, himself
#citytalesThe Slave Who Saved an Empire!
Chapu , a young boy, from an obscure region in Ethiopia gets sold into 
slavery . He reaches the middle East , gets resold from there and eventu-
ally reaches the Deccan - the place where he will rewrite the destiny of 
Ahmednagar Sultanate 
He becomes the slave of Peshwa of the Sultan. Once the peshwa (himself a 
former slave ) dies he is freed and leads a mercenary army for decades
In 1590s, there is a  succession dispute in the empire and the Mughals 
come calling. 
It looks like a cake walk for them. Ahmed Nagar Sultanate is rife with 
conspiracies and  there is no unity.
Until Chapu - now Malik Ambar decides to do something about it
While Ahmed Nagar the city falls to Mughals , Malik Ambar picks up the 
pieces from surrounding regions and re-makes an empire. 
He finds a prince from the royal family , makes him the puppet 
king,marries his daughter to him and as the regent becomes the real force 
behind the throne
For the next 25 years he leads a stubborn rearguard fighting Mughals at 
every nook and cranny. He is ably supported by the brilliant guerrilla 
fighters - the Marathas 
Akbar goes to his grave and Jahangir arrives
Malik Ambar not only takes Ahmed Nagar back, he becomes stronger 
than ever
Jahangir hated Ambar so much that his autobiography is filled with the 
choicest abuses for him . He even got his court painter to create a fantasy 
painting where he is striking an arrow on the severed head of the tena-

cious slave general
Still only a fantasy
The reality remains that until Malik Ambar lives , the Ahmed Nagar Sul-
tanate survives
Eventually he dies and the kingdom falls in the hands of Mughals within a 
decade
The most fitting tribute to him comes from Mutamad Khan - the man 
who completed the  autobiography of Jahangir - “ among all the Habshis 
that set foot in Hindustan , none rose close to his eminence “
Malik Ambar.
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African Moors conquered Spain in 711 AD

African moors conquered Spain in 711 AD and 
ruled it for about 781 years, bringing Europe 
out of the dark ages and into the Renaissance.
While Christian Europe had a 99% illiteracy 
rate, they introduced education to Europe. They 
taught Europeans how to read, write, bathe 
and much more. They brought orange, lemon, 
peach, apricot, fig, sugar cane, dates, ginger and 
pomegranate as well as saffron, sugar cane, cot-
ton, silk and rice to Europe. They improved and 
expanded on the Roman irrigation systems and 
helped develop the agricultural sector in Spain
The Moors brought innumerable cultural inno-
vations such as alchemy, algebra, astrolabe, and 
chemistry. The concept of zero, chess, and the 
use of numerals came from the Moorish influ-
ence in Spain. Aristotelian philosophy had been 
lost until the Muslims reintroduced it in Spain. 
The Moors where pure Black from the Nubian 
kingdom, present-day Sudan and Southern 
Egypt. The current occupants of North Africa, 
are invaders, or should we say immigrants? 
They never built or influence anything. The 
Blacks did.
Oh, did you know Sudan has more pyramids 
than Egypt? Now you know. It showed the pyra-
mids in Egypt were built by blacks using black 
technology. 
#history_daily

Sudan has the most pyramids in the world, with 
an estimated 200–255 pyramids compared to 
Egypt’s 138. These pyramids, known as Nubian 
pyramids, were built as tombs for the kings and 
queens of Napata and Meroë, and are located in 
three sites in Sudan’s eastern desert. The Nu-
bian pyramids have steeper sides than Egyptian 
pyramids and were built as late as 200 AD

A collection of nearly 200 ancient pyramids 
stand along the banks of the Nile River in a 
desert in eastern Sudan. They have been the 
tombs of kings and queens, rulers of the Meroit-
ic Kingdom for nearly 1000 years. Within the 
north of Sudan, in an area of the Nile valley 
known as Nubia.

The Nubian pyramids were built by the rul-
ers of the ancient Kushite kingdoms. The area 
of the Nile valley known as Nubia, which lies 
in northern present-day Sudan, was the site of 
three Kushite kingdoms during antiquity. The 
capital of the first was at Kerma (2500–1500 
BC)

Why are the pyramids in Sudan broken?
Back in the 1880s, for instance, the Italian ex-
plorer Giuseppe Ferlini blew up several pyra-
mids in his search for Kushite treasure, leaving 
many of the tombs missing their pointy tops. 
Many more of Sudan’s other pyramids were sub-
sequently plundered and destroyed by looters.
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WORDS  SEARCH

ANGEL
CROSS
EASTER
EMPTY TOMB
GOOD FRIDAY 
HOLY

HOPE 
JESUS
KING
CROWN OF THORNS
SACRIFICE
SUNDAY

RESURRECTION
MARY
MESSIAH
RISEN
SAVIOR
LOVE

HOLIDAY
SALVATION
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Mega Star Singer 2024 Grand Finale at Ravindra Bharti
Organised and Hosted by Ustad Najmuddin Javed sahab, Shah Ahsan Shaan and Agha Muzaffaruddin
In the event many famous personalities  and artists of Hyderabad were present naming few, Nizam Ali Khan, Fareed Ali Khan, Faizan Ali Khan, If-
tekhar Shareef Bhai(First Dual Citizen of India), Syed Noor  sahab(Canadian Lawyer), 

Mega Star Singer 2024 Grand Finale 
at Ravindra Bharti

H.E. Abu’l-Khayr Khan Teg Jang Khurshid-ud-Daula Khurshid-ul-Mulk 
Khurshid-ul-Umara Shams-ul-Daula Shams-ul-Mulk Shams-ul-Umara Amir-
i-Kabir Sir Khurshid Jah Bahadur, K.C.S.I., descendant of famous Sufi saint 
Baba Farid Ganj-i-Shakar, Premier Noble of Hyderabad State, brother-in-law 
of His Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad.
He was a fine scholar of Persian and Urdu and was well-known for his eclecti-
cism in religion. He was the first Muslim who visited all the Hindu places of 
pilgrimage, from the Himalayas to Kanyakumari.View of Charminar from Unani Hospital
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HYDERABAD PAGES

Prince Azam Jah and Prince Mouzzam Jah of Hyderabad on their double wedding to Ottoman Princesses Dürrüşehvar Sultan  and Niloufer 
Hanımsultan with Abdul Mejid II, last Caliph of Ottoman Empire, in Nice, France, on 12 November 1932. This marriages brought two Muslim
 empires together.
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List of Bollywood films of MAY/JUNE 2024
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These stars who have crossed 70 are still very 
fit, they work very hard!
Actor Dharmendra, who was known as the 
hero of Hindi cinema on 8th December 1935, 
is also active in acting on this milestone of 
Umar. Dharmendra started his acting career 
at the age of 25 with director Arjun Hingora-
ni’s film ‘Dil Bhi Tera Hum Bhi Tere’ in 1960. 
Sheikh Salim Chishti’s role in both seasons 
of Dharmendra G5’s series ‘Taj-Divided By 
Blood’, who has worked in more than 300 
films so far. He also appeared in a special 
role in Karan Johar’s film ‘Rocky Aur Rani Ki 
Prem Kahani’. Dharmendra’s passion towards 
his work even at the age of 88 is worth watch-
ing.
Megastar of Hindi cinema Amitabh Bach-
chan is the most busy actor at this milestone 
of age. Amitabh Bachchan, born in Prayagraj 
(Allahabad) on 11 October 1942, made his 
debut in Hindi cinema in 1969 through the 
film ‘Seven Hindustani’. It won’t be wrong to 
say that Amitabh Bachchan is such an ac-
tor of Hindi cinema, taking inspiration from 
whom many stars of Hindi cinema have 
made a unique position in the industry. Am-

itabh Bachchan has played memorable roles 
in many films. Even at the age of 80, Amitabh 
Bachchan is working with full enthusiasm.
Shivaji Rao Gaikwad i.e. South cinema su-
perstar Rajinikanth is such stars who have a 
big craze among Hindi speaking audience. 
Balachandar of South Industry’s legend-
ary director K Balachandar, who was born 
in Bengaluru (Bangalore) on 12 December 
1950, was given the Tamil film ‘Apurva Ra-
gangal’. Rajnikanth has played many memo-
rable roles in his career. Actors of Rajnikanth 
are either playing character roles in movies or 
retired from work, but at the age of 73, Rajni-
kanth is seen playing heroes in movies.
Naseeruddin Shah is 73 years old and last 
seen him in the web series ‘Bandish Bandits’. 
Randhir Kapoor is 76 years old and these 
days he is constantly seen on small screen. 
Recently seen him in ‘The Kapil Sharma 
Show’. Mithun Chakraborty is trying his 
hands on the small screen right now. Gemini 
is 73 years old. Sharat Saxena turns 73 in the 
month of August. Photos of Sharat Saxena’s 
transformation had set fire on social media a 
few months ago. 

Actors over 70 
and still acting

Madhubala..& director k. Asif 
on the set of Mughal e Azam
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On the lighter side....
Seven-year-old John had finished his summer vacation 
and gone back to school. Two days later his teacher phone 
his mother to tell her that John was misbehaving.

“Wait a minute,” said the mother. “I had John here for 
two months and I never called you once when he misbe-
haved.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------
I got fired from my job as a taxi driver...

It turns out my customers didn’t like it when I tried to go 
the extra mile.
--------------------------------------------------------------
Two friends were chatting. “I’ve just bought a pig!” said 
the first.
“But where will you keep it?” asked the second. “Your 
yard’s much too small for a pig!”
“I’m going to keep it under my bed,” replied the first.
“But what about the smell?”
“He’ll soon get used to that.”
------------------------------------------------------------
I went to a restaurant. It was full. There was no place to sit 
and the wait was over thirty minutes.
I took out my cell phone, placed it to my ear, and said 
loudly, “Hey, get over here! She’s here with someone else!”
Six couples got up and quickly left.
-------------------------------------------------------------
What do you call a charitable person in Portland?

An Oregon donor!
------------------------------------------------------------
An elderly woman decided to prepare her will and told 
her preacher she had two final requests.
First, she wanted to be cremated. Second, she wanted her 
ashes scattered over Walmart.
“Walmart?” the preacher exclaimed. “Why Walmart?”
“Then I’ll be sure my daughters will visit me twice a 
week.”
-------------------------------------------------------------
Iasked my daughter if she’d seen my newspaper.

She told me that newspapers are old school.
She said that people use tablets nowadays and handed me 
her iPad.
The fly didn’t stand a chance.
-------------------------------------------------------------
During the final exam, the professor noticed that Billy 
Walters kept looking at his hand before writing down an 
answer on his test. This went on throughout the entire 
exam, leaving the professor no other choice than to inter-
rogate the student’s test-taking habit.
“Mr. Walters,” the professor began. “Is there something 
interesting written on your palm?”
“Not at all,” Billy replied. “It’s all pretty boring.”
--------------------------------------------------------------
Tax collector: “It is your duty as a citizen to pay taxes, and 
we expect you to pay them with a smile.”

Taxpayer (grinning widely): “Wonderful! I thought you 
expected me to pay them with cash!”
-----------------------------------------------------------
“The letter ‘W’ is the most dangerous alphabet in the 
world. Because all worries start with ‘W’.... Who, Why, 
What, When, Which, Whom, Where, War, Wine, Whisky, 
and Wealth.”
“You’re forgetting one.”
“Really? Which one?”
“Wife!”

--------------------------------------------------------------
As I drove into a parking lot, I noticed that a pickup truck 
with a dog sitting behind the wheel was rolling toward a 
female pedestrian. She seemed oblivious, so I hit my horn 
to get her attention.
She looked up just in time to jump out of the way of the 
truck’s path, and the vehicle bumped harmlessly into the 
curb and stopped. I rushed to the woman’s side to see if 
she was all right.

“I’m fine,” she assured me,”but I hate to think what could-
have happened to me if that dog hadn’t honked.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Why did the triangle refuse to be friends with the circle?
It found the circle pointless.
------------------------------------------------------------
Why didn’t the frog sit on the toadstool?
Because there wasn’t mushroom.

-------------------------------------------------------------
“If you had one dollar and you asked your father for an-
other, how many dollars would you have?”
“One dollar.”
“You don’t know your arithmetic.”
“You don’t know my father!”
--------------------------------------------------------------
The teacher asked her student to write on the chalkboard 
the number 55. The student asked, “How do I do that?”
 Teacher replied, “Write down the number 5, and beside it 
add another 5.”
 The student wrote one 5 and stopped. The teacher in-
quired, “What’s wrong?”
“I don’t know which side to write the other 5?”
------------------------------------------------------------
Doctor: “I’ve found a great new drug that can help you 
with your sleeping problem.”

Patient: “Great, how often do I have to take it?”

Doctor: “Every two hours.”


