Aim: Why and how did the U.S become involved in WWII?

I. Change in U.S. Policy

· Neutrality Act of 1939: allowed U.S. to provide supplies to Britain and France 

· 1938-1940: U.S. spends billions mobilizing for war

April 1940: U.S. sets up a coastal patrol of Greenland

Sept. 1940:

·  Selective Service Act passed- first peacetime draft
March 1941 

· Lend-Lease Act

· Gave FDR the powers to sell, exchange, and lend materials to any country to help it defend itself against the Axis powers. 

Aug ’41: The Atlantic Charter

· FDR and Winston Churchill meet aboard battleship

· Creation of a post-war world

· Self-determination for all countries

· Freedom of speech, religion, want, fear

· Freedom of the seas

· Disarmament of aggressor nations

II. U.S and Japanese Relations

· U.S. declares embargo on Japan in 1940 because of Japanese invasion of China

· The U.S sends aid to China 

· Sept. 1940: Japan allies with Germany and Italy 

· July ’41: U.S. steps up embargo on Japan, freezes Japanese funds, cuts off Panama Canal

· Various talks between U.S. and Japan do not result in compromise

· Japanese plan:

· Take Dutch E. Indies, Malaya, and Philippines

· Destroy U.S. fleet in Pearl Harbor 

III. Pearl Harbor: “date which will live in infamy”

· Dec. 7, 1941 the Japanese attack Pearl Harbor

· U.S. ships sunk, aircraft destroyed

· 2,323 U.S. killed, 1,100 wounded

· Dec 8th: war declared on Japan

· Dec 11th: Germany & Italy declare war on U.S

IV. The U.S Joins WWII

· The U.S officially joins WWII in 1944

· The first planned assault was known as D-Day: June 6, 1944

· This attack sealed the end of Nazi dominance in the war. 

· Germany surrendered May 7th 1945

· The war still raged on in the Pacific with Japan

· The Japanese refused to surrender

· The U.S decided to drop atomic bombs on Japan to force surrender

a. Hiroshima – August 6, 1945
· 70,000 killed immediately.

· 48,000 buildings destroyed.

· 100,000s died of radiation poisoning & cancer later.

b. Nagasaki – August 9, 1945
· 40,000 killed immediately.

· 60,000 injured.

· 100,000s died of radiation poisoning & cancer later.

· On August 14, Japan officially surrendered ending World War II. This date became known as V-J Day (Victory over Japan).

V. The U.S at Home During WWII

· Because of WWII the Depression ended in the U.S

· Because of Pearl Harbor Japanese people living in the U.S were now closely monitored

· FDR allowed the relocation and internment of approximately 110,000 Japanese to housing facilities called "War Relocation Camps“

· After WWII many were released, but again wartime allowed for the removal of citizens’ rights

