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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

 
 1 2 

10:00 Prayer Partners 
 

3 4 
Deadline for 
farmers to sign up 
for free lunch on 
October 15th  

5 
9:00 Adult Bible Study  
10:00  Social Time 
10:30 Worship 

6 
Sort clothes for Second 
Hand Rose 
 

7 
 

8 
7:00pm Church Council 
Meeting 

9 
10:00 Prayer Partners 
 

10 11 

12 
9:00 Adult Bible Study  
10:00  Social Time 
10:30 Worship  

13 
5:00-6:30pm Community 
Meal at FUM 
 
Columbus Day 

14 
    
  
 

15 
Feeding our Farmers free 
lunches 

16 
10:00 Prayer Partners 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
9:00 Adult Bible Study  
10:00  Social Time 
10:30 Worship 
 

20 21 
Work Second Hand 
Rose October 21st – 25th  
 
9:00am  Quilters 

22 
 

23 
10:00 Prayer Partners   
 
Deadline to submit 
articles for November 
Newsletter 

24 
 

25 

26 
Reformation Sunday 
9:00 Adult Bible Study  
10:00  Social Time 
10:30 Worship  

27 28 29 30 
10:00 Prayer Partners 

31 
Happy 

Halloween! 

 

 

 
Date 

 
Worship Assistant 

 
Altar Flowers 

 
 

Tellers: 
Julie Hoak, Sharon VanOosten 

October 5 Beth Wiegmann Joan Rienstra   

October 12 Linda Gall   Altar Guild:  Marilyn Nelson 
October 19 Trish Patterson   Head Usher: Beth Wiegmann 
October 26 Julie Hoak    
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     ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
       201 N. Division Avenue, Polo, IL  61064 
 
Email:  stmarkspolo@frontiernet.net 
Church office:  815-946-2919 
Website: stmarkspolo.com 
Pastor Scott Ralston 
 

Mission statement:  St. Mark’s ELCA is a community of believers who gather to hear God’s Word in Christ; 
worshipping, serving, and proclaiming God’s love for all people and the world. 

Feeding our Farmers 
October 15, 2025 

To honor the essential work you do (during harvest season and every season),  
we are providing lunch for you and your crew! 

 
Farmers, please sign up by October 4th   

Call or text one of our team leaders: 
Sheryl: 815-238-5200 

Joy: 815-622-6458 
Cheryl: 815-441-8652 

 
October 15th - Pick up at one of our host churches 

Hosted by your friends at:  Pine Creek Christian Church, Brookville UMC, East Jordan UMC 
 

*Volunteers are needed on October 14th to help pack lunches* 
~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ 

LOMC – Oregon, IL   -     Make plans to join us for 
Autumn Fest on Saturday, October 11! 

It will be a day of fun at camp including Pumpkin Carving, Cider 
Pressing, Crafts, Wagon Rides, Hikes, Campfire S’mores, and a 
“Taste of Camp”. 
10am – 3pm: Activities: Pumpkin Carving, Cider Pressing, Crafts,  

Wagon Rides, Hikes, Campfire S’mores, and a “Taste of 
Camp”. 

11am – 1pm: Lunch available for purchase ($10) 
3pm: Closing Worship 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Reformation Sunday – October 26th 
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Pastor’s thoughts … 

Hello St. Mark’s Lutheran, 

Here we are deep into September and the air has begun to chill a bit already. Football is in full swing. Jackets and 
sweaters that had been tucked away are finding their way back out. Evenings that not long ago were perfect for ice 
cream now sometimes call for a mug of tea or hot cocoa instead. Autumn is upon us! 

It’s the season of apple orchards and hayrides, of pumpkin patches and Friday night football games, of raking leaves 
into piles only to watch the kids (or grandkids!) jump into them with delight. What is your favorite family fall activity? 
Maybe it’s a trip to the orchard for cider and donuts, maybe it’s an afternoon drive to see the leaves, maybe it’s sitting 
by a fire on a crisp evening. However you enjoy the season, autumn invites us to pause, give thanks, and remember the 
One who blesses us with such abundance. 

For me, one of my favorite traditions is visiting the local apple orchards. There’s something about stepping out into that 
crisp air, catching the sweet scent of apples all around, and walking row by row through the trees. I love picking out a 
few beauties to take home—and I’ll admit, I don’t mind the apple cider donuts either! Those little moments remind me 
that God’s blessings are not just big and lofty, but earthy, tangible, and close at hand. 

Scripture reminds us: “The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us” (Psalm 67:6). Autumn is a 
visible reminder of that truth. The fields yield their harvest, the trees share their fruit, and the earth itself proclaims 
God’s generosity. In the same way, we are called to yield blessings in our lives—to share love, kindness, forgiveness, 
and generosity with those around us. God entrusts us with gifts not only to hold onto, but to pass along. 

On Sunday, September 28th, both Faith and St. Mark’s will join in blessing the quilts—a beautiful reminder of 
how the love and labor of our hands can be stitched into something that warms, comforts, and blesses others near and 
far. That same day, we will also be supporting the CROP Walk, walking with our community to raise awareness and 
funds to fight hunger locally and globally. It is good to remember that while the earth yields its harvest, there are still 
many who go without. Through these ministries, we are able to embody God’s love in action and share from the 
abundance God has first given to us. 

This is also a wonderful season to renew our daily walk with God. We have daily devotion books available at the 
church—simple, accessible ways to bring Scripture and prayer into your routine. Even five quiet minutes in the morning 
or evening can reframe the whole day, giving peace, grounding, and a sense of God’s presence. If you haven’t picked up 
a devotion book yet, please do. Use it with your morning coffee, or keep it by your bedside. Let God’s Word be the 
rhythm that carries you through this beautiful season. 

Autumn is indeed a beautiful time to experience God’s blessings in the world around us, but perhaps the greatest 
blessings and changes of the season are not in the leaves or the fields, but in us—hearts renewed, faith deepened, and 
lives opened more fully to the presence of Jesus. 

May your fall days be filled with the crisp air of God’s Spirit, the color of God’s creativity, and the warmth of God’s 
love. 

Peace and blessings to you and yours, 
Pastor Scott 

 
~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ 

 
The Mobile Food Pantry truck will be in Polo 

on November 12th, 10:00-11:30am. 
This is open to all community members, not just low income. 
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•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 
 

If you would like a Devotional book for October, November, December 
please let the office know. One will be sent or dropped off at your home. 

 
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 

Aug 13th, 2025   7pm 
 
Present Members:    Cindy Schryver, Cliff Bardell, Terry Jenkins, Trish Patterson, Pastor Scott, and Patty 
Callahan.  Not Present:  Steve Sorenson and Beth Wiegmann 
Attendance and Quorum:   Yes 
Opening Prayer –  by Pastor Scott 
Secretary’s Report –   Patty makes a motion to approve.      Cindy,  2nd.  Motion passes. 
Treasurer’s Report –  Trish makes a motion to approve.   Patty,  2nd.  Motion passes. 
Old Business:    
Church basement for Sunday service? –  Head usher 
Internet and phone – Discussion was done by Lori’s research. Terry makes a motion to do the 2 yr contract 
with Comcast.  Pastor 2nd.  Motion passes.  
New Business:    
Steve needs help in Sept for head usher. Council members will help out when needed. 
Committee Reports: 
Pastor –  VBS went well, they did it in the evening and had a few more kids.  He is keeping up with visits. 
His vacation was good.  Pastor was in the parade in Forreston and did the outdoor service. They raised 
$850.00 for the local food pantry.  He did a blessing before school at the Reform church in Forreston. Going 
to a conference in Sterling for Vitality on Aug 22nd and Aug 23rd.  Social ministry meeting on the 6th.  PLC at 
Lutherdale on Sept 15th – 17th.  He did a funeral today and a funeral tomorrow. 
Finance – Renee – Cliff – nothing to report 
Worship N Music -  Beth- hymns are set.  Marla will be filling in for Cheryl while she is recovering from her 
surgery. 
Fellowship/Hospitality – Marilyn Nelson – Marilyn is having her knee replaced  tomorrow.  
Education – Pastor –  nothing to report 
Memorial – Cindy – nothing to report 
Property – Steve –  Ryan Nelson family sprayed the weeds around the church and the parking lot across the 
alley.  We thank them for their time and  endeavors.  We have begun weed whipping the sprayed weeds to 
make it look a little better. 
Polo Council of Churches – Suzanne Sorensen -  nothing to report 
Liaison -  Trish –  meeting in fall 
Trish makes a motion to adjourn meeting -  Patty,   2nd.  Motion passes. Meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm. 
Closing prayer – by Pastor Scott 
Next Meeting  Sept 10th, 2025,  7pm 
                                                  

Polo Community Meal 
 

The next community meal will be held 
October 13th at Faith United Methodist 

5:00-6:30pm. 
 

Polo Lifeline Food Pantry Needs: 
 

Toilet paper, sugar, soup and cash 
donations.  
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August Finance Report 
Income Expenses Net Income 
$6,542 $9,359 -$2,818 

 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 

Polo Council of Churches  July Me eting Minutes  
President Jeff Davidson called the meeting to order at 6:00pm at Faith Discovery Church. Those in 
attendance were: Marla Buskohl, Josh Brown, Sharon Miller, David Poole, Suzanne Sorenson, Suzanne 
Stout, Don Hay, Marilyn Schwartz, Calvin Carver, Merla Brooks, and Jon Schwartz. 
 
Pastor Jeff led devotions about growing and learning together. 
 
Secretary's  minutes were read and approved. 
 
Treasurer's  report showed a balance of $3168.83 after a  donation of $534.00 was sent to Honduras.  A 
motion was made and seconded to Reimburse Marla B for supplies purchased for "Our Table".  
 
Sharon Miller reports that Second Hand Rose is  receiving nice donations and adequate income from 
sales.  The insurance policy change is  in the works and David Poole is  checking with Country 
Companies for an estimate.   
 
Polo Food Pantry has had many customers and is  need of food items and money. 
 
Kidz Cafe is  using United Way "Summer Eats" and is  giving out lunches on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
 
Pennies From Heaven has been extremely busy  helping community members with gas cards and 
covering utility bills .  More funds re needed as we head into the fall and winter months. 
 
New business : Pine Creek Church and PCCC are inviting community members to "Sing For Unity" as 
part of the International Day of Peace.  Sunday, September 21 at 2:00 is  the date. Meet at the Polo 
Senior Center for singing and ice cream and fellowship, following. Each church is  asked to bring 
cookies and or ice cream toppings.  
 
The CROP Walk for Hunger will be on Sunday, September 28 at 2:00 pm in Brookville.  Please join them 
or help support the walkers.   
 
Next meeting will be on Tuesday, September 23, 2025 at St. Marks Lutheran Church at 6:00 pm. 
 
Secretary, Marla Buskohl 
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Sympathies to the family and friends of Kent Anders who passed away September 6th. Services were held at 
St. Mark’s. 
 
Sympathies to the family & friends of Rita Dauphin (sister of Maxine Osborne) who passed away on 
September 13th. Services are scheduled for October 4th at St. Mark’s.  
 
Sympathies to the family and friends of Cheryl Goeking who passed away September 15th. Services were held 
at St. Mark’s. 
 
Sympathies to the family and friends of James Shrader who passed away September 21st. Graveside services 
will be Wednesday, October 1st at 10:00am at Fairmount Cemetery in Polo. 
 

 
~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ • ~ 

 
Ken & Laurel Smith will be moving short term to Heritage Square in Dixon. Contact Kathy Mitchell if you 
would like their address. 
 
 

Thank you! 
 

~ Thank you to Steve Sorenson and Rod Garkey for taking the marked boxes of clothes and misc items to 
Second Hand Rose.  
~ Thank you to Patty Callahan for helping to prepare fitted sheets for the Quilters to use for quilt backs even 
though she had her leg in a cast. 
~ Thank you to all who donated for the CROP Walk and thank you to all who participated and walked. 
~ Thank you to Marilyn Nelson for coordinating our funeral lunches and all who have helped in any way at 
our recent funeral services. 
 

Please let us know if someone needs a thank you. 
 

Prayers for those in need of healing: Darlene Barnhart, Patty Callahan, John 
Engel, Shelby Hose, Pat McPherson, Mary Ann Olson, Ken Smith and Laurel 
Smith. Those in care facilities: Ron Bardell, Tammy Karrow, Evelyn Meyer 
and Beulah Nelson. Those in Military service: Travis Roop and Nathaniel 
Yingling. 
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October Birthdays & Anniversaries 

              Birthdays      Anniversaries 
 

1 Maycie Powell 16 Kortney Heckman 
 Charles Bartelt 17 Carolyn Altenburg 

3 Betty Hook 18 Don Nelson 
4 Brenner Bushman 20 Michael Hecathorn 

 Miles Bushman 22 Shirley Clayton 
 Lexi Christen  Karen Olsen 
 Aubrey Richardson  Andy Hinrichs 

5 Lydia Kelly  Chloe Bartelt 
 Marcia Printz 23 Mason Peterson 
 Randal Gabaldon II 24 Jeff Meyer 

6 Cassandra Hinrichs  Suzanne Sorenson 
7 Brad Long  Ian Slager 

 Julie Merdian 25 Melanie Wyatt 
10 Michelle Gunder 26 Margery Immel 
11 Pam White 27 Samantha Hinrichs 

 Noelle Carroll  Tracey Anders 
12 Renae Shrader  Jonathan Heath 

 Karen Reap 28 Colten Meyer 
 Westley Bauling  Shauna Gipe 
 Sarah Wiegmann 29 Julie Albrecht 

14 Trevin Woodin  Kimberly Barnhart 
 Barret Clothier   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following pages are written by Bill Hare and Brad Long  
about their Honduras Missions. 

11 John & Pam White 
12 Joe & Amy Merdian 
20 Ed & Karen Olsen 
23 Ryan & Robyn Nelson 
26 Amanda & John Carroll 
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