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I et it not be said that being a falconer
! for so many years at least some of what
* .,our raptors are about will rub off on

you. I must say that some of my most enjoyable
experiences in this sport have happened as a
matter of opportunism, being in the right place
at the right time. In late Muy of 2005 it came
knocking again.
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8 Opportunity Knocks

Introduction
-f, lJ y breeding season had

Vll*,Ttff;ll-ffit
withoutan eyas to dealwith in many
years. I was contemplating exactly
what I would do for the fall season.
We seemed to be coming out of
a long five to six year drought in
New Mexico, which was a welcome
change. It had been hard on every-
thing, both raptors and prey had
suffered dramatic declines. Throw
in the fact that West Nile Virus had
breezed through during the same
period and the picture gets pretty
ugly. Fortunately I did have birds
that were intermewing that I could
take up and fly after several seasons
of being breeders. But I wasn't quite
sure what the season would bring
because we get the majority of our
annual precipitation during the
monsoon, which normally begins
in early.|uly and runs through early
September. While we had been get-
ting good rains during a time of
yearwe normallywouldn't, itwas no
guarantee that the monsoonal rains
would be good. I knew that the
dove numbers would be adequate,
but would there be ponds for the
doves and later, the ducks? Would
there be any rabbits left for them to
have found each other to produce
numbers to bother hunting? And
how about the quail? Surely Gambel
quailwould be fine. Butusually they
are too close to houses to hunt ef-
fectively and they love dense cover.
Butwhatof the scaled quail? Would
they be recovering as well?

y thoughts were gear-
ing toward something
to hunt the smaller

end of the prey range. I suspected
that these prey items would make
the quickest comeback. I did have
my barbary x teita tiercel that I
could try again, but his first two
seasons had been very short due to
lack of even decent dove numbers
to continue. I would have to wait
and see how things looked before
I made the decision to pick him up
again. He was also close to becom-
ing a semen donor, so I was trpng
hard to find a reason to keep him in
the chamber. And, of course, there
was the old merlin that I suspected

was laid out of eggs at seven years
old, and she rvould love to get back
on the wing. But she wouldn't be
ready for months yet due to the
molt.

But, on May 26th, I got a call
from my friend (and co-conspira-
tor), Bill Meeker, down in EI Paso,
Texas. Bill and I talk every week
whether we need to or not just
because we like to use each other
as a sounding board for any ideas
we may have about birds, training,
health, breeding, or the future.
It tends to lead to lengthy con-
versations. This one was to be no
different. This was to be a sounding
hroard call.

In recent years Bill had been
spending part of his valuable time
talking toJim Nelson up in Wash-
ington state.Jim and few others in
his cooperative had been trying
to produce Peruvian aplomado
falcons that had been imported
a few years earlier. And although
they had begun to have some
breeding success, they were in
need of more experience in some
of the finer points of incubation
strategies and rearing young from
day one. Because of Bill's advice
and their determination, produc-
tion was increasing. I believe that
Jim was genuinely happy for the
support as he really believes in the
aplomado for falconry purposes in
the U.S.In the process of thisjoint
participation, Jim had helped Bill
to eventually acquire some imprint
aplomados out of his project, but
Bill had not yet flown one or even
seen one flown. He knew that I had
a few scattered opportunities to
see aplomados in the wild here in
southern New Mexico, and we had
many discussions about the sight-
ings. For obvious reasons, there has
been very limited information on
how this bird hunts. \Ahat is its main
prey, based on wild sightings or the
writings of Harry McElroy based
on his captive birds he had flown
south of the border in the past?Jim
Nelson's own writings explores the
potential past of this species as a
falconry bird when it may have been
brought back to Spain during the
time of the Conquistadors under
the name of "alethe." BothJim and

Harry had been flFtg aplomados
with success on feral pigeons and
quail respectively.

Cornparisons
TTlo be honest, I had some

I desire to try the aploma-
I do, but I wasn't pining

for one. The few instances where I
had seen wild aplomados, I had not
been overly impressed. One had
been a young female that came in
to my hack area in July a few years
ago when I was investigating the
potential of teita falcons for fal-
conry. Eventually this female came
to play with the teitas and afforded
me some very close observation of
how it flew. These two species rep-
resent the two extremes of what the
falconidae can produce. The teita
falcon is one of the heaviest wing
loaded of all the falcons. The aplo-
mado falcon is one of the lightest.
A female teita falcon has a flying
weight of about 300 grams, as does
the aplomado female. But the aplo-
mado appeared to be twice as large!
The teita's wing beatwas rapid and
choppy as this was necessary for it to
remain airborne. The aplomadowas
less rapid and graceful with sweep-
ing strokes. Both species have been
difficult to place with other groups
of falcons, butwith both the hobby
is mentioned. I have not seen a
hobby fly, but I have seen film foot-
age and read extensively on all the
falcons worldwide. The aplomado
seems to have a flight style that is at
least comparable to the hobby. The
teita seems to be closer aligned to
the peregrine falcon super species
complex. I was later to learn that
the teita resembles the peregrine
falcon and even the barbary fal-
cons in manyways, includingvoice,
courtship behavior, egg laying,
clutch size, etc. But the aplomado
sounds nothing like the peregrine.
In fact, it doesn't sound much like
anything I have ever heard. I have
yet to hear the voice of the hobby,
so perhaps there is a hint there.
I have not observed aplomado
courtship yet, and I imagine their
egg laying pattern is distinct. The
aplomado apparently can bring off
more than one clutch of eggs per
season. But the hobby is not known
for its guerilla tactics when it comes
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10 OpportunitY Knocks

thing n'as the overall build. Since
the wings and tail feathers rvere only
out about half an inch at best, the
look of the bird rvas hilarious. They
looked like fuzzy, blackish softballs
on thin sticks u'ith decent sized feet
that rvere long toed but not thick.
The talons rvere thin and hook-like
and immediately the name for the

-='.:-€*

tiercel came to mind. I called liim
"Hooker." not so much because he
had legs from here to there, but
because of the clau's looking like
inverted treble hooks.

here rvas some ques-
tion as to the sex of the
smaller, younger chick

have just been zr big tiercel overall
when comparir-rg flving rveights to
other tiercels flolu bl' Harry and
others.

I thanked Bill fbr the oPPortu-
nity and loaded Hooker in another
crate fbt'the hottr trip home. Once
I got him home I transf'erred him to
a rubberizecl tub u,ith a torvel and

gave l-rim a late meal since he
hadn't eatett since arouud
noon. He had eaten a good
bit of a sparro\\r that rvas in
the crate, but he rvas httnery
nonethcless. I Provided him
rvith ground quail tvhich he
consumed in an ttnhrtrried
fashion, aud rve both rvent to
bed.

he next morning I
rvatched for a cast-
ing rvhich came

around 8 a.m.. I noticcd that
his mutes rvere still black
and rvhite, indicating that he
\\rasn't all that hungr1,, fs1 [
offered hirn food anpvay. He
ate sorne but uas tnot'c intcr-
ested in looking arouud at the
nen' place. He l,ould 'foot'
the tou,el and begin lving flap-
ping. He was very steady on his
feet even though he lvas rtery
bobtailed. I surmised that he
lr'ould become difficult to con-
tain vely soon, and I rvas not
\vrons about this fact. Raising
Hooker rvas not unlike raising

an accipiter. He rvas verl agile on liis
feet and in only a ferv days lvas able
tojump/fly to places he rvould not
have been able to reach if he u'ere
any other falcon excePt PerhaPs a
merlin.

Hood and lure training began
in earnest. Making Hooker to the
lure rvas pretty easy, although his
appetite did make this a little dif-
ficult. He rvould eat so little and
even then was rarely hungrY. At
this age I n'ould say that although
he rvas a little larger than a female
Richardson's merlin, he was eating
abouthalf as much. The equivalent
of three sparrows a day seemed to
be adequate for him, and even then
he rvas still muting black and white
in the morning (12 hours later).
I assumed that such a light rving
loaded bird might have a more

efficient metabolism. His rveight
during this period rvas averaeing
benveen 250-280 grams. Later I
\\'as to discover that feeling his
keel like I could rvith other falcons
simply did not convey very much
infbrmation to me about his fitness.
I don't knorv rvhy this should be
except to say that their build is so

odd and the distribution of their
weight throushout their body is
more even. With hearyrving loaded
birds such as the barbarY, teita,
peregrine ancl even the merlitl and
merlin hybrids, most of the rveight
is in the pectoral mass that it takes
to drive tl-re engine in such birds.
The aplornado simply does uot have
this sort of pectoral mass' Hooding
Hooker rvas a bit difl'erent. He rvas

so agile tl"rat getting the hood on
lvas trying and difficult. Once yon
slippecl it over his head, he rvas

fine rvith it being thcre for a short
period. As the braces are not drarvn
at this stage, it tvzts all a matter of
him standing up to the oncomins
hood. But rarely u,ould he do this;
after all, he could run a\\ray now.
While I continued to set the hood
on lvhen I could, I didn't push it
hard as I figured I might have an
easier titne once I could get him
on the fist and restrain him fiom
running.'pt ttastr't long before I rvas

$ looking to tie Hooket'dorvtt.
*&He \\'as cetting irllo Places

he shouldn't and it lvas only a

matter of time before he broke
something rvith his jumping flights
to tables and shelves and lamPs.
He ll'as quick to learn to bate from
the block and return to the Perch;
about three attempts, I believe, was

all it took. At night he rvas released
in a spare bathroom that would
become his merv until his feather
srowth \\ras near completion. It
was very hot by this time and I felt
it rvould decrease the stress on his
final days of grorvth as long as he
could remain semi-cool. During
this period I began offering whole
food items and sometimes small live
birds for him to kill. He killed and
ate such offerings, but was playing
pretty hard rvith the baggies. This
is not uncommon for falcons at
this stage.

I

because the eggshell analysis came
back calling both females, but it was

definitely a tiercel rvhen compared
to the other one that Bill was keeP-
ing for his breeding effort. At the
age they n'ere shipped, they rvould
not be grorving much more in
height or weight; invould mostly be
feather growth from this Point on-
rvard. Bill r,vas a bit concerned, but
I knew it was a pair for sure. Later
I rvas to discover that he seemed to
be an exceptionally large footed
tiercel accordins to Jim, and maY

.l
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Fly*g The Aplornado Falcon
f normallybegin an extended
I tame hack about this time.

Iwnit. I am well aware o[
the usefulness of tame hack with
falcons, particularly with birds with
heavy wing loading, as they need
to develop so much more than.just
strength and agility, they need to
develop stamina as well. Learning
how to use the air to their advan-
tage is the big plus of tame hack for
these other falcons. But with Hook-
er I could already see that he had
the agility and strength on some
level, but lacked stamina. Since
aplomados are principally used
as fist falcons, there did not seem
to be much need for an extended
tame hack like I had been used to
performing in the past. Hooker's
tame hack ended up being long
walkswith him on the fist, exposing
him to various types of terrain and
any prey that he might be expect to
chase. As we walked he was unre-
strained and would frequently set
off after doves and sparrows, but
generally they would elude him in
the air or bushes. He would retlrrn
to the fist without being called or
needing a tidbit. Bagging him on
prey seemed unnecessary as he was
already very interested in chasing
everything. By the eighth outing he
took a wild sparrow that was about
his same developmentstage. He did
have to deal with the irate mother
getting involved, trying to distract
him from her youngster, but he
was undeterred and managed to
catch the young bird anlway. It
went pretty much as expected. The
young bird flushed and Hooker
was in pursuit so quickly that it in-
timidated into a bush. He hovered
over the bush for a few seconds and
repeated this trick set eral more
times as I tried to eradicate the prey
from each successive bush. Eventu-
ally he even got inside the bushes,
trying to snatch the bird from the
branches, but it would slip away to
the next bush. But he stuck with it,
making little peeps when he could
see it but couldn't reach it. Finally it
simply was too far to the next bush
and Hooker scored it.

This sort of flying continued for
theweeks, butwith the flights going

further away to bushes or further
into the sky. He appeared to be tire-
less about chasing prey and it was
not uncommon to spend upwards
of two hours in the field flushing
prey periodically for him to chase.
Eventually I came to understand
what he wanted most, a bird that
would flush by going skpvard or a
larger slower bird with bushes too
far apart to afford it protection.
After a felv kills I eventually saw

Lure training a )oung aplomado falcon,
Nthoto b1 Pete Jungemann

some amazing flights ivith him go-
ing nearly vertical to chase a bird
flushed out of a bush. One flight
had him chase a sparrow out of
a bush, fly past two other bushes,
then around a thin bush three
times, then back to the original
bush where it put in. I flushed with
Hooker standing on a flimsy branch
about halfivay up and on the out-
side. The sparrow went straight up
through the center of the bush and
Hooker pursued it nearly vertically
to about B0 feet where he simply
flipped his feet over his head and
snatched it from the sky. He floated
down, circling me a couple of times
before he opted to take it to the
truck that wasn't far away. The roof
of the truck was the only open area
in that immediate area. He was a
little covetous of his prey so I let
him eat a good bit before offering
some other food which he finally
brought his sparrolv to the fist for
extra food. He was good that way
about returning to the fist with cer-
tain prey items during this period,
particularly if they were small. I got

video of that particular flight and
watching it in slow motion really
shows how intricate the movements
are rvith this agile falcon!

s time progressed, he
began to show amazing
gility on various quar-

ries, particularly small quarry, but
he was getting more and more
interested in mourning doves that
rvere flying all around during the
predawn morning. And mourning
doves are a power quarry demand-
ing a falcon with speed and stamina.
A typical dove flight would have
Hooker on the fist and some single
dove either on the ground flushed
ahead of us, or one would come
clipping by low. Either way, Hooker
would launch a quick attack and the
dove rvould either rise or put in. If it
put in, itwas generally a dead dove.
Mostwould rise and hewould climb
hard on them. At about 100 yards
and perhaps 200 feet up, the dove
might feel the pressure and try to
get down. Hookerwould then stoop
using srveeping pendulum swoops
or twisting falling snatches trying to
grab the dove. Eventually the dove
rvould bail out into a bush where
he would take it fairly easily unless
he got into a position where he got
tangled in the bush and the dove
could bolt out the opposite side.

Although Hooker seemed
much more intent to fly in the
evenings, and several Mexican
and Peruvian falconers mentioned
that aplomados fly much more
determined late in the day, I wasn't
ready to switch him to evenings
as he was already racing around
chasing about everything in sight.
I rvas afraid he would get on a long
dove flight and end up owl food.
We don't have all that many great
horned owls in the areas I typically
fly as it is basically treeless, but they
are there and I have seen them very
brazenly come in on my merlin's
feeding on the fist at twilight. So I
was prepared to accept the lesser
of two evils. Not to say morning
was much better in the regard to
raptors. There were kestrels for him
to get involved with and sometimes
as many as four would be trying to
drive him out of the area during
the early days. Swainson's hawks
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were also common and some of
these were a bit aggressive. There
was also a tiercel anatum peregrine
that would frequent the area as his
nest was nearby and I'm sure he
was hustling to keep his young fed.
Hooker's first altercation with the
peregrine was plenty exciting but
I have learned that peregrines fre-
quently aren't as bad as they could
be, and he eluded the peregrine
quite handily by evading the first
pass and climbing at such a steep
angle that the pereerine

changed several times over the en-
suing minutes, but eventually the
Swainson's seemed to gain control
and was forcing Hooker away. My
area is not particularlywell traveled
and roads can sometimes be hard
to find into certain areas. The area
where Hookerwas goingwas one of
those areas. With a low mountain
range in the background, I was
unsure whatwas happening as both
birds were low on the horizon. I
waited for quite sometime for him

to come back as I monitored the
telemetry to give some idea of his
general whereabouts. After about a
half hour, it was clear he was going
to go over the narrow ridge in the
background and the road through
a pass was a few miles south of me.
I packed up and cruised down that
way listening to the telemetry with
the omni antenna mounted on the
roof.

Periodically I rvould have ro srop
to determine direction because an
omni is useful to let you know the
transmitter is close but not what
direction. When I would check

Hooker would generally be ahead
of me a few miles and up very high
as itwas approaching midday. Even-
tually he went down into an area
where the road in was blocked bv
a locked gate. I knew anoth"..oud
on the other side that might get me
closer but I had to swing well south
to access it, which meant I would
lose the signal for some period of
time. I had little choice since I was
sure he would continue along his
course and eventually get into the

could not hope to follow.
After the peregrine re-
sumed its course off to the
east and Hooker was up
so high I could hardly see
him anymore, he simply
folded up and came back
to the fist. This was typical
of most altercations with
larger raptors with the
exception of Swainson's
hawks and later with
prairie falcons. For some
reason Hooker really liked
to bother Swainson's and
would generally be the
aggressor. Occasionally
a male Swainson's would
see him comingandwould
meet him head on. These
males seemed determined
to drive the aplomado
from their territories and
Hooker never seemed to
try very hard to get out of
their way. At such times
Hooker would be driven
off about a mile and I
suppose took the hint and
simply drifted into orher
areas.

The Aplomaclo Is Not Immune
T<r Telernetry Drills

f t was during one such alrer-
I cation that we had our firstl leal telemetry drill. Itwas in

mid-September and we had our first
windy day in months. I was well away
from our normal stomping grounds
searching for a covey ofscaled quail.
Almost immediately when we began
walking Hooker spied a Swainson's
hawk and launched an assault. But
this Swainson's was not in the mood
and met him midway and began its
own assault. The aggressor position

area beyond this locked
parcel. After about a half
hour without a signal and
backtracking to the op-
posite edge of the parcel,
I got his signal down in the
middle of the parcel. This
is not ideal because the
parcel was several miles
across and a hike was likely
to be disastrous if I was on
foot and he again went air-
borne. I knew of another
access point to the parcel
and perhaps rhat gate
was unlocked. I drove in
that direction and eventu-
ally got to the gate. It was
locked of course. Since I
was in between the three
locked gates I opted for
returning to the first gate
because a large transmis-
sion line ran through the
parcel from that side and
I suspected he was actually
sitting on that pole line,
but too far out for me to
see him. I had hopes that
he might return along
the same pole line as it

appeared that his course had been
following that line generally. He
had never been exposed to poles of
any sort where we normally fly and
I had no idea if he was interested in
them or not. Back at the next gate
I waited most of the afternoon with
little or no movement by Hooker.
He may have scored a kill and had
fed up and now was simply loafing
around for the rest of the day. The
problem was thar I had about 12
falcons at home waiting for their
evening meal and I couldn't be
in two places at the same time.
Reluctantly I had to leave Hooker
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16 Opportunity Knocks

show for his effort. I had suspected
all along that I was flying him high,
but I wanted him strong because I
knew what lay ahead of us: prairie
falcons, Cooper's hawks, redtail
hawks, winter doves, snipe and
bewildering coveys of scaled quail.
I should mention that about this
time that I began to cease hooding
him. He had become resistant to
hoodingin the previous month. He
would dodge it to the extent that
eventually I would have ro cast him

doubt that some of the difficulties
I had were weight related. If he was
lower perhaps he would be more
tolerant? I was in contact with both
Harry andJim during this period.
Harry said they were hard to hood
which was in agreement with some
of the Mexican and Peruvian fal-
coners. Jim said they weren't hard
to hood which was in agreement
with other falconers south of our
border. Some of this may depend
on whether it was a passage bird,

field and often would use the head
of a complete stranger as a perch
after an unsuccessful flight, but he
is not fond of dogs or cats.

l-f-there has been some con-

I troversy about the speedr of the aplomado. Harry
suggested that theywere faster than
merlins. I found that hard to believe
as I have flown many merlins in my
falconry career and they give the ap
pearance of being very swift indeed.
\Arhen I look at what the aplomado

brings to the table, they
have soft feathers that
are very long on both the
wings and tail. They are
also much bigger-feath-
ered with the tail f'eathers
looking like they belong
to much larger falcon. If I
was to have flown Hooker
at the weights that Harry
was flying his, that would
put Hooker in the flying
weight range of female
Richardson's merlins,
but with twice the feather
length and at least a third
wider. \\rhen looking at a
merlin you see essentially
a chest with long legs and
perhaps a longish tail. But
with an aplomado you see
wings, tail and feet/legs.
The chest is not a promi-
nent feature. It is difficult
to see how somethingwith
such a small engine and
large props can be as fast
as the merlin. Perhaps
the distinction should be
made as to what is the dif-
ference between "quick"

and "fast." To me a bird is quick
when it can accelerate and reach
top speed in a hasty fashion. A bird
is fast when it can get going fairly
speedily but does not reach full
speed until some distance from its
starting point. lVhat I observed with
the aplomado was that it depended
on gaining advantage by quickly
getting on quarry and forcing it to
relent or seek cover in the short-
est distance possible. This should
be very effective on quail as quail
do get rattled very quickly, as can
doves. Butwhile observing Hooker
on doves, he would frequently pin

to get it on. He was not
particularly put off by this
action, and would ride well
to the field. I think that
initially this was due to his
excitement of getting to
go fly and he simply didn't
want to be bothered by this
step. But eventually it got
to where he didn't want
it to go on after eating
either. And it was driving
a wedge between us. He
did adapt quite easily to
a travel box, although he
was more active moving
around in there wherr we
would be heading to the
field than I would have
liked. He didn't damage
feathers so I continued to
use the box.

plomados are
pretty laid back
alcons, but

they do have the side of
them that has allowed
[hem to somewhat inter-
ject themselves into the
accipiter niche and that
doesn't come without a
price. They can be very quick to
bate and be evasive about things
they don't like. They are, by no
means, anywhere near as batey
as a sharp-shinned hawk or gos-
hawk, probably being closer to a
Cooper's hawk in their acceptance
of things associatedwith man. Even
then, they are not as difficult as a
Cooper's and I fbund him to be
very easy to train and handle in
most instances. I would probably
rate his personality to be up there
with a tiercel Harris's hawk. The
aplomado seems to genuinelywant
to be near you, and I have little

a chamber bird, or imprint. To my
knowledge, I was flyine the only
imprint at the time. Harry was fly-
ing two tiercels that tvith backpack
mounted transmitters were flying
around 210-230 grams, consider-
ably below Hooker's flying weight
of around 270. Jim was flying a
female that was flying around 300-
310 grams I believe. Harry was in
a different position in that he was
expecting his birds to accept dogs
and traveling by mule to the field.
I was not expecting that sort of
thing. Hooker had always been very
friendly with other falconers in the
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18 Opportunity Knocks

them very fast and could easily force
them in after a climbing tail chase,
provided he could close enough
to them. Many doves simply pulled
away into the sky. A female merlin
can perform almost as well at the
beginning, but if the dove begins
to pull away the merlin grabs a gear
that the aplomado doesn't seem
to have and hauls up behind the
dove a second time much farther
out and forces it down. Hooker
would catch doves within a hundred
yards or so, or not all. He
also showed, on occasion,
that perhaps he could be
flown in traditional 'wait-
ing on' style as he could
go up in the sky and just
cruise around quite easily.
And, on a few occasions, I
had him in a high position
overhead when he had
missed a dove on a long
climb and was coming
back and another dove was
flushed beneath him. He
would stoop these doves,
although it didn't quite
look like a falcon stoop
as it was so controlled.
In fact, he would use his
height to gain speed on
the dove, fully intending
to intimidate it in before
it got up to it's best speed.
This did rvork a couple of
times.

S must admit. the ac-

I cipiter side oF the
E-aplomado is what

appealed to me most. He
was generally very eager
to chase and his flash at-
tack was very nice and generally
consistent. T[king him to any field
that might have an abundance of
game was simple. He would ride
the fist as I walked, and likely would
love to use a "T" perch that could
be carried. Anything that would
flush within very close proximity
would be chased very hard, which
lead to some annoying incidents
on jackrabbits and cottontails,
but it was near perfect for quail.
Although we never caught a quail,
he was getting close when we had to
stop early. I will discuss the reason
for the early stopping belor,v. His

ability to see quail was amazing. I
would be walking along in an open
grassy area near the edge of some
mixed covey of mesquite, )ucca, tar
bush and scattered salt bush. He
would be looking way off and away
he would go, sometimes hundreds
of yards, at which point I would
see him hover a great deal befbre
alighting on top of a small bush. I
would hustle over there and peer
into this nothing of a bush and see
nothing. I would give it a kick and

than that, so I just kept showing
him quail. I'm sure he would have
taken them easily though as he was
so quick and maneuverable.
The Trl'o Sceiurges cf the Prairie

l\ Tor, before I paint roo

! \l rosy of a picture. let mej* \ rake the rose colored
glasses off for a moment. Earlier I
mentioned that our principal time
for rain is in mid-to-late summer.
The rains r,vere kind and even a bit
over-generous in some areas. This

did provide us with ponds
for doves and quail to use
to keep prey local. It even
afforded me opportuni-
ties to see what Hooker
would do with ducks and
snipe. Both of these he
chased very hard, but the
former he didn't r,vant
to grab early on and the
latter were sporadic and
he looked as though he
could catch them if the
slip was close enough to
startwith. I knorv he found
the snipe very enticing
and would take a 60-foot
flush on any snipe and rise
high into the air on its tail
before losing it. Perhaps
next season he'll do bet-
ter. Getting back to the
rains, they set into morion
something that falconers
flying this species will have
to deal with at some point.
That is the dreaded grass-
hopper, scourge of the
prairie, whose numbers
are legion! Most falconers
might have to deal with

them at the beginning of flying an
aplomado in its first season, but
when I started Hooker, they rvere
not around at all. They simply had
not been produced yet, so Hooker
started off on birds, and brilliantly
at that. But once the hoppers got
some size and began to fly...well,
things began to change.

he insect horde didn't
come on until mid-Oc-
tober, but when they did

you couldn't take a step without
flushing one. It is not to say that
even merlins don't do this sort of
thing and if you are ever flying a

One Stop Shopping for Your
Raptor's Dietary Needs
Offering conven ient packages

developed by a falconer for falconersl

Got Chicks?
Ground Shipping tncluded

Additional quantities available at our web site

Varied Diet
Ground Shippinq lncluded

Half Case
el 10

400 cockerels

Half Case
$155

Half Case
s75

Whole Case
$200

800 cockerels

Whole Case
s250

Whole Case
5145

300 chicks; 4 quail; 600 chicks; 8 quail;
4 rats; 2 bags mice 8 rats; 4 bags mice

Long-Winger's Special
Ground Shipping lncluded

Half Case Whole Cases90 s175
200 chicks; 20 quail 400 chicks;40 quail

We've Got Quail!
Ground 5hipping NOT lncluded

Additional quantities available at our web site

out would come anlwhere from
four to ten quail, which he would
pursue one \rery quickly and put
it in in under 10 yards. As I would
walk to him for the reflush, more
quail would be blolving out all over
the place. Atmyapproach the quail
he had pinned might try to run, bur
he rvould be on it and hovering to
and fio holding it down. He could
have pounced easily butjust didn't
seem to have the confidence yet. I
asked Harry about this and he said
most tiercels he had in the past
would not grab their first quail
until December. This was earlier



eq tq8noqt I 'q8noql Isturou uPql
Je^\ols ]rq e peuees eH 'sJAop 8uI
-seqJ EaJE alUES aql uI lno eJaI\ eI\
,(ep 8ur.tro1lo.+ aql'aug 3ut1re se,n

e q pu€ ulq peJ 1sn[ 1

,{ptr1u l:a,r. se,n lr sE IUITI
.(g r,uprp 1 {ep txau aq

iuref
e ur (nF aprrl ,{ur taF ol ulJpuet uI
saurerd o^u {oot 1r"'q8noqt srqr
puElsrepull 'JEe^\ JoJ asJo,L aql
auou pareadde aq og 's8al pu€ leaJ
slq ul sa:ntlund -Io poolq .,(ue aas

].uplp '-ta,ro turq pe{ool I 'lnoqe
l::o,n o1 Surqlou tnq papteJ aItiII E

se^\ JH 'atu ]o tae.+ 0g utqllu altnb
-saur E o] padools -Ia{ooH
auo8 aruo pue .{1q:rnb
Jeql€J Ea-rE alErpelulul aq]
paly .{aq1 'laf,rrlt autz-td
au-roqJre ure5e eJuo eql
uo snJoJ ol ue8aq aleru
-e.I aql sR reqlo qf€e o1

sar:re-rd aql Sunzal 'un-t
a:aqdsolerls Surqurrp ltzt
srq uz8aq prrz alzural aq]
pepB^e puE pelloq reIooH
'rluue eql rlq aute.rd arll
Inq 'saqsnq etosoaJJ Jtll
e^oqe 1sn[ 11e1s pue esool

IEeJq o1 elqB sE^\ ra{ooH
puno-r8 aqt pa:eau .{aqt
sV 'puno-r8 aqt ot taeJ
00I eqt Surlqunt a-ra,t
,(aqt pue sleJJell or\l ael
qlr^\ ep€ul s€I\ ll€]uo)
eJeq^\ 

^t.PS I .{11entua,ra
1nq 'qtoq rueq] pIo^E ol
SurL-n fiuruttl-alqnop sz^l
ia{ooH 'lle^\ se lulq uo
ur eruef ar-rre:d aluruol e
sts JIIII E {ues 1-reeq (ru
uaq] lng 'sa^,olu s.Je{ooH
ot ]xau pes lfQ R palool
aurad leJ-rau aqa '8ur,(g
ol aurzJ ]r rrJrII\ s:anoqsnd
orr a-ro^\ sopeurolde teql
arrrerd aql 8ur,,noqs aug Sutop se,u

JelooH 'tq8ts ur Jo sJIEtl ssoJJ eql
ur Ja{ooH peq pue ut Surutolsz,u
uofleJ aure,rd Ief,JeIl e l.yuappns
uaql\ Jeqlo eq] uo 8ut1:o,u se'n pue

JJo auo uBJ aH ',(lrrseq ur Sur'(g
eruzf leqt sJelJreq 3o aldnor go
uorlua]lP aql A\aJp Sut:a,roq st11
'lelf,rrll alrnbsaru e uI sa^op etuos
Surunrd rurq qtr,t\ ue8aq U 'tno uer
)If,n1 srq,fup auo 'parJJo^\ ooJ l.usE^r

1 os 'ureql qulll-}no pue Je^neu
-Eurlno plnor ll|]s ag 'paJelunoJue

6I sl)ou) r(lrunt.roddO

a,,\lro]de: Jeqlo Luz qlr,\\ u€q] ,ftEJS

aJour trq E eq ol pepuel ue{} {}Ir\
suorll€Jelul slq 'ar:le:d aql Jo
a.8:nors -raqto teqt qttl\ lerrd& sr ry
'suofle] ar-rre-rd ]sJU slq ]aau ol ue8
-aq eq passa-r8o-rd aruq sE tng

'sn1d Srq e
sE^\ qf,rq^r 'tulq p"q IIIIS I puv 'llE
tE p-req urrq qsnd o1 Sur,rzq tnoqttlr
peer1 gI pe,rofs p€q '.lzep lea:8 e
peu-reel pEq -Ie{ooH leq] peusl}Es
sR^\ J 'pa:aqurnu a:a.u s.,(up,{ur,lran1

1 os 'uosea: eues eql JoJ sal-Ieq"I€q
qtlrl (:enuzf.{pea (q srtp op ot peq
aAEr{ f ,(1pns1 'Strrpaa-rq ro3 dn urq
lnd ot aA€r{ p{noA\ I eJo.iaq erult Jo

Jelluru e aq (1uo plno.t\ lI pue aAIl
-re .{lpnxas fiururo:aq se^\ aq teql
sltrrrdtur -rerllo qll,l\ efuel:adxa
uro-rJ 

^reu{ 
1 'a:ue:eadde l1npe ue

rurq Sut.r8 aJa". qJlq,l\ 'peaq slq
uo sJeqtee.] paJallEJS uI lloru o] 8ut
-UEts oslE se^t aH ',(ep Sursszd q:ea
qtLt .tro11a,( tq8r:q l'Ial Su[noraq
eJeI\ sJJol puB eJaf slq alull slql
tnoqe t€qt pef,Itou osp 1 ':adopatut
Jaqlou€ fJo ]noJ ol Snru:nlal eJoJ
-eq aruulslp uletJef e,{1uo 1nq'preq
lrlaqt asBqf, plno,\\ aH Jequa^oN

Jo pua aq] pJ€^\ol ellol -'.-

e 3ur>14 aq o] peruees s.i.-r-,:.

sessqr slq Jo qfnur lutll -r ,

ueFaq I 'JJJq pulro-Iu LIr-: .:

pseJq o] ul{.oul er€ soi,,-: -.

e^.rl€u pue plJo^ eql Jo r-i: --

.,(1.tea saruo: qllq^\'8ltt-tcls , - ,

pu€ -Iesoll Surua8 sEJ\ ti '{ . -
-rrrPq 1n-;rruald ,(rar rc1 1'
a,ra,u (aql laqurnu uI -Ia.\\-r-
:o auo8 eJe \ asotll e.l:;
's>1.ueq s,uosule.,r\S tlllr\ Ltr. -

-sa{ qlr,l\ ts:g ue8aq tlrltl.\\ >

Jeqto Fnrseq: .rog Etttrit ... -

JJIOOH 'lJOqS lllJ slr.\\ 
'P-sr

uosEJS erll lPrll IJEI )tll H
ot paprrlr 1.r.rr1,rrr I'\i -

s-raddoqsse.tF e1t't,' -

noL gr sJlnru Jill :

ue daay 'taddor1..-' -

ur a1:,{r aJIl .uJlp :

prrads stulo.\\ .)tLlo. . :'

-ad srqt Sut.tttp rlti:
.rJ)ooH tu.ro.\\ol pl' : -

pulloJ osle 1 's1.ru<i -,. -

p.r:uauadxJ J.\lr.l I -
lsrlPl JLllJo Juo lo; -

e^\ rrJq.\\ pe13 sr:rr 1

sIcJA\xrsJJUI2 trrg : . -

pue,{rrlrqe.rJ.\lrJ u:-':'
s11r1s lea-r8 Stttri,tt':' -

eq teqt;1as.{u 5rrr11:- -

tr13uq aqt IIo I()ol 
( ). :

I'qloLU e Stttstttl: .

ur.rog:ad lzq -Io -Iatlr-:
e aas tqFru tto( ltrti ..

-un lou sssEtlJ I€I.IJI' ''
esaql 'paads ttteFr.-
-Aoq'llEls'u.tttl'tttci'- -

'paads ure8a: '11els 'ei-:
uo dols uer opztuolclr -
'operuolde aqr lo\
runlnpuad uorlP.J IP--,
ur ure8e rueql r1Err, .

un-I pue {u€q puB ul'.:-
(aqt 'ssttu (aql JI pLIIr ri.-'

qSnolqt drz,(11zrrd(1 sutl-taii:
1ye te Surur€ualue lou eie sri;:
-raddoq'utltaur E tllt..lr ua,\E 'tI rr'
pue -reAo drz lsnlpuz elLIElsIp J-.--

alrnb le sser8 go epelq R uo aLIO : - -

plnoJ JelooH 'uaql rtan3 ':r,'':'
-a1 s:addoq aqr daal o1 .(1pr1: -

z 11ts aq,{eru sel\ }I uaq^\ Sntri,.'
aqt ur rq8rl go ]lq tsallrea ,lta.r -----,

o1 8ur,(g (u ale:]uafttoJ ol Sttt.',.
ue5aq I 'tueqt e{et pu€ rllri
11,lr ,(aqf 'Sur(g a:e s:addotlss:. ..:
ueq^\ .{ep go arult aqt tE uII.Ir-

Lri

.]n
IPI
l11l

1)II
--) (
ll

' 
1t;
l(),
\ll
.IJ'

I)E
J.I,

llli

l{1

s-I;

s.I.

JU

'ltl

J.\
\,I;
LI(
Jrl
-lJ
:CI

I I1l
JS

I (-)

lr
pr
ol
JT

J1,

pr
at,

lri
JI,
JI
pr
-IJ
-It
Li:
es

sll
sir
tjc
'-I:

JI,

I,
I).
AL

OC

sll
J.\
I' L

+g6l c>uls s3rnlu3^pV uouruorun

sNotllcfdxl v\nrooq

luaulaEuPJle lelrads Aq satnyedap alPAlld o

lsanbar uo so)uotoJo! o

]!tlt!l |ua!ll x!$ o

'synA pue sauioq qleze) u1 Ae15 o

latlef, pue llPqasloq 'daal Aq lsnetl .

's]rtvl N-lc]OD H-Ll,{\ DNllNnH JO Nollldvx-L
(t()-s:IlnLN-ll )l]Ha ])lalvxd AJHr SV vl-l()9Noy\
NX,lls-ll r() sH)vzv> Hl-lA\ INrIH cNV l]AV)l



E-

20 Opportunity Knocks

might be sore fl'orn thc interactions
rvitl"r the prairies, so I kcpt hopinu
to looscn him up zr bit. After a f'erv
more minutes, I las convincecl it
\vas somethine more than stiflness.
I got hirn on the fist and rvhile I tr,as
feeding him I felt around his up-
per thishs, his back and finally his
breast. Under the feathers about
mid-bod1' I f'elt roush feathers
and rvith more probins I fbuncl an
opcnine in his skin. Feelins zrround
rnclrc I lbtrrrd llurt t Ire operrirrg rvas
a teilr in the skin about the size
of'silvcr clollar at least. Off to the
veterinarian \ve \vcnt. Hooker got
easscd ancl I u,irs allorved to l,atch
as the vet inspccted him closely
and fbund that the tear I found
\\'as tl-re only' injur;' and it rvasn't
cleep but the hole rv:rs sizable. Ten
stitches ancl a ferr minutcs latel',
he l'as au,ake on the fist. The vet
saicl to let him heal fbr about three
tveeks and he'd be good as lte\v.
I l'as thzrnkfirl of course, but this
u'as mid-Dccernber...three \veeks
from thcn ll'ould beJanuary'ancl I
'rvonlcl have put him up for breed-
inu anyrvatl'. Besidcs, he rvcxrld be
a bit out of shape by three l'ccks
and I'rn sure the prairies rvould
be achinu fbr a rem:rtch rvith a lcss
cap:rblc aplomado. I deciclecl that
ncxt season tvoulcl be soon enotrgh
to contintre my,exploration of the
capabilities of these falcons.'pn the final analysis, I hacl zr

$ lirrr time f lrirrg tlris fttlcorr.
-&: Tlre easc of gettinu illto

hunting \r,as a \lelcomc break from
the trials and tribulations of start-

Aplonado.falcon, photo lry Rob Pulmer

ing traclitional 'rvaiting on' style
longlr,inos. He u'as very' responsive
and easil;'trained. It dicl take sorne
gettins usecl to his st,vle and his
capabilitics, but once uuclerstood
he rvas found to be deliehtfully
versatile. Even out in the ficld he
remained pla,vful and lun to be
around. And 1'et, tvhcn he turnecl
his e;'e to$,arcl qllarr)/ he had a
relentless side that clid not \\,anl to
give r.rp. Their quickness and aeility
has to bc seen to be believecl, but
they retair-r an elcgance to their
fliel"lts that rvas uncxpected. The1,
are one of the more bearrtifulll'
colored ancl patternecl firlcons :rnd
u,ith their krne lees, lr,inqs and tail
they' sort of have a statucsque qual-
ity rvhen percl-red. Their personality
is foreiving ancl their desirc to be
lith you is an aclded plus. I imagine
that this bird rvill eventually' have
quite a follorving, particularly' to
those that like rvhat accipiters can
clo, butjust can't handle lr,hat accip-
iters are. And rvhile the arplomitdo
has a strong crespucular bchavioral
pattern (earl1' ancl late parts of the
clay), thel' arc b1' no tneans limitecl
to it. I rvould tr1' to sh1' a\r,av from
thc vcr1, late dav flving r,ith them as
I can imasinc that itl.ould be :r rnat
ter clf time befole disztster tr,ould
strike r.ia Ioss or great-hor'n ou'l
attzrcks. Git'e voulself sclrne plcnty
of timc if flf ine ir-r the evenins ancl

1'ou probably'shoulcl call it quits zr

half-hour bcfbre sunsct, u,hether
you ha.r'e killed or not. And l'hile
grasshoppers I'ill likely get in your
\v?Iy zrt sornc point. for most of us

the1,n'ill be.jtrst a passing nuisance
that u,ill bc overcome rvith time. I
am tolcl that the adults al"e llot ltear-
11, so interestecl in grassl"roppers, it
appears to be a lirst year problern
ancl is.just part of their dcvelop-
lnent. Don't let it cliscouragc )'ou.
This falcon is a qzrme halk!
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