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Desi Roots  
School of Indian Music &  
Hindi Language Classes 

Parker Road, Plano, Texas. 
E-mail:desi.roots@hotmail.com     Tel:214-499-2663 
 
Dear Mr./Ms __________________________________, 
 

 I invite to experience the joy of 
 Indian Music & Hindi language learning  

at  
Desi Roots, School of Indian Music and Languages. 

 
This certificate entitles you to  

one month’s free tuition** for any one of these classes 
Hindi – Reading, Writing, Speaking 
Hindustani singing, tabla playing,  
harmonium & keyboard playing   

at their Plano/Allen, TX location 
 

Call Desi Roots at 214 499 2663 or 
e-mail : desi.roots@hotmail.com 

 

From 
 

______________________________ 
 

**Existing students can gift this to a friend or  
   use it themselves for a subject they are currently not enrolled in. 
**Certificate is valid only at Desi Roots Main location. 
**Not valid for any Desi Roots classes held at Franchisee locations  
   like Day-Cares, Montessoris, private schools or Math/Science tutoring centers 
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Desi Roots was established in Plano, TX in 2004. 

Desi Roots offers classes in 

 Hindi Language Reading, Writing and Speaking 

for both adults and kids 

 Hindustani Classical and Bollywood style singing  
 Harmonium and Keyboard Playing Classes 

 Tabla Playing Classes 
 

All classes are offered for both adults and kids at their 

Plano branch. In‐home classes are also offered for larger 

groups in any city of the DFW metroplex including 

Irving, Coppell, Lewisville, Wylie and Frisco. Classes can 

be scheduled on weekday or weekends according to 

student’s convenience 

 

Desi Roots uses a customized syllabus for Hindi/Urdu 

Classes designed in‐house for non‐native born desis. All 

classes use audio‐visual media for delivering the subject 

matter. Desi Roots can be contact at 

desi.roots@hotmail.com or 214 499 2663     
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Introduction 

Why should you learn Hindi ? 

Did you know that studying a second language, like Hindi, can improve your skills and 
grades in math and English and can improve entrance exam scores— SATs, ACTs, 
GREs, MCATs, and LSATs? 

Research has shown that math and verbal SAT scores climb higher with each additional 
year of foreign language study, which means that 

the longer you study a foreign language, the stronger your skills become to succeed in 
school. Studying an additional language like Hindi  can improve your analytic and 
interpretive capacities. And three years of language study on your record will catch the 
eye of anyone reading your job or college application. If  you’ve already learned a Hindi 
at home, expanding your knowledge of its vocabulary, grammar, culture, and literature 
— at the same time you are learning English—will also improve your chances for 
success in school and in your career. 

 

Not only English 

"I speak English, so I don't have to learn any other language...." 
Everyone speaks English, right? Well, certainly not everyone speaks English. According 
to the CIA World Fact Book, only 5.6 % of the world's total population speaks English as 
a primary language. That number doubles when people who speak English as a second 
or third language are counted. By conservative estimates, that means that well over 
four-fifths of the world's population does not speak English.  
 
It's true that English has become a global lingua franca over the past several decades. 
This fact, however, really should have little effect on your decision to learn a second  
language. The attitude that English alone is enough in fact creates self-imposed 
limitations. To remain monolingual is to stunt your educational development, to restrict 
your communication and thinking abilities, and to deny yourself the ability to fully 
appreciate and understand the world in which you live. Learning another language, like 
Hindi,  opens up new opportunities and gives you perspectives that you might never 
have encountered otherwise. Personal, professional, social, and economic 
considerations all point to the advantages of learning second languages.  
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Is Hindi a good choice for a second language? 

 

Hindi is the language of poetry, wisdom, mystery, philosophy and song. Hindi is the 
second most spoken language in the world, after Chinese. About 500 million people 
speak Hindi, in India and abroad, and the total number of people who can understand 
the language may be 800 million. A 1997 survey found that 66% of all Indians can 
speak Hindi, and 77% of the Indians regard Hindi as "one language across the nation". 
More than 180 million people in India regard Hindi as their mother tongue. Another 300 
million use it as second language. Outside of India, there are 100,000  Hindi speakers in 
USA; 685,170 Hindi speakers in Mauritius; 890,292 Hindi speakers in South Africa; 
232,760 Hindi speakers in Yemen; 147,000 Hindi speakers in Uganda; 5,000 Hindi 
speakers in Singapore; 20,000 Hindi speakers in New Zealand; 30,000 Hindi speakers  
in Germany. 

Urdu, the official language of Pakistan, is very similar to Hindi but written using the 
Arabic script instead of Devnagari script which Hindi uses. Urdu is spoken by about 41 
million people in Pakistan and other countries. Hindi became one of the official 
languages of India on January 26, 1965. and it is a minority language in a number of 
countries, including Fiji, Mauritius, Guyana, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and United 
Arab Emirates. 

Hindi is generally classified in the Central Zone of the Indo-Aryan languages. Hindi is 
the predominant language in the states and territories of Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, 
Haryana, Chandigarh, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, as well as the 
cities of Bombay and Hyderabad. It is not easy to delimit the borders of the Hindi 
speaking region. 

Hindi serves as a window to desi culture and desi values. Reading Hindi literature 
introduces students to desi values like respect for elders and parents, “tyag” – sacrifice 
personal needs for greater good of family or community, Ahimsa – non violence both in 
physical and spiritual nature, Hospitality inherent in “Athithi devo bhava” or “Guest is 
God” maxim, sacredness and spirituality of nature and presence of God in every natural 
creation man, animal and plant, honor and respect for one’s work, tools and food. Study 
of Hindi literature also brings to lives social, cultural, mythological and historical heroes 
whose lives re-emphasize the values as inherent in desi marriages, family and 
community behavior and duties and responsibilities of an individual in various phases of 
life as a child, adult, householder and retiree.  
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How to use this book? 

The book is designed for students who have still not learnt “Hindi matras” 
or the skill to combine consonants with vowels. The book assumes 
students can read and write English. When this is not true a child might 
require a parent’s assistance in reading. Student is required to trace on the 
Hindi spelling of a specific word and write its pronunciation and English 
equivalent using roman alphabet.  

Hindi alphabet is traditionally divided into vowels and consonants. The 

consonants are ordered by rhyming sounds e.g.   क-k, ख-kh or ग-g,घ-gh 

This book is organized on a customized order devised at Desi Roots Hindi 
Classes. This new order groups constants is based on how they are written 

rather than how they sound. For example प-p, ष-sh, फ-ph, फ़-f are 

grouped together since they look similar. Another example could be घ-gh, 
ध-dh,  छ-chh.  

This book has been designed for Hindi students of level II at Desi Roots 
Hindi Classes. However any parent who wishes to teach their child Hindi at 
home or an adult can use the book with little effort. 

While writing this book, the author became aware that the book had its 
limitations. Hindi spellings are not “carved out in stone”. For example the 
word for “want”- “chahiye” could be quite rightly spelt as 

चािहये or चािहए. Similarly Hindi language often gets affected by 

regional variations and some these might be noticed into this book. The 
author would appreciate if readers can send their reviews and comments to 
these unintended errors by e-mail to 0TU0TUdesi.roots@hotmail.com UU0T0T 
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Language map of India 
( All Hindi speaking region has the name of state written using Devnagari Hindi Script ) 

 

 

 

 



Hindi Alphabet – vaNa-maalaa 
Svar – Vowels 

A Aa [ [- ] } e eo Aao AaO AM A: ? 
a ā i ī u ū e ai o au an/ am āhā 

 

 a i I u U o O ao aO M :  
attack arc inn ego put Boot+ ate sack old offer Uncle  Umbrella 

 

 

Conjunctions xa ~ & Ea w W 
ks tr gny shr dhd dv 

Consonants -  vyaMjana 

1 k K ga Ga = 
 k kh g gh nk 

2 ca C ja /  j,a Ja Ha 
 ch chh j / z zh ng 

3 T z D, / D Z / Z, Na 
 ŧ ŧh r   /   h / rh nd 

4 t qa d Qa na 
 t th d dh n 

5 p f / f,, ba Ba ma 
 p     ph / f b bh m 

6 ya r la va  

 y r l v  

7 Sa Ya sa h  

 sh sh s h  
 



1

ihndI   vaNa-maalaa 
Hindī    Varndmālā

Hindī AlphabetHindī Alphabet
( Traditional Order)

-

vaNa-maalaa - svar
A Aa

a       ā

[ [-
i ī

] }
u        ū

e eo
e      ai

Aao  AaO
o       au

AM A:
am aha



2

vaNa-maalaa - vyaMjana
k K
k      kh

ga Ga
g     gh

=
ng

ca C
ch chh

ja ja,
j          z

Ja Ha
jh nk

vaNa-maalaa - vyaMjana
T z
ŧ       ŧh

D D,
δ rδ

Z Z,   Na
δh    rδh    nd

t qa
t       th

d Qa
d       dh

na
n



3

vaNa-maalaa - vyaMjana
p
p

f f,
ph      f

ba Ba ma
b       bh m

ya r
y       r

la va
L         v

vaNa-maalaa - vyaMjana
Sa Ya
sh sh

sa h
s      h

xa ~
ks tr

& Ea
gny shr

w W
dhd dv
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ihndI   vaNa-maalaa 
Hindī    Varndmālā

Hindī Alphabet
( Desi Roots writing order )

 

 

Aao AaO A^
o       au     au

]   }
u        ū

A:  !  
aha     om

A  Aa
a       ā

vaNa-maalaa - vyaMjana

AM  AÐ
am  or an     

e   eo
e ai
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झ ह
jh h

ड  ड़ =  
δ    rδ ng

इ ई 
i       ī

vaNa-maalaa - vyaMjana

ट ढ ढ़ 
ŧ     δh    rδh 

 द  ठ 
d       ŧh

 

 

व  ब  क  
v       b        k

vaNa-maalaa - vyaMjana
प ष 
p sh

फ फ़ 
ph f

म  भ  क्ष   
m       bh     ks

य  थ  
y th
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र व ख  
r      v     kh 

 र  स  श   ष   
r          s           sh       sh

vaNa-maalaa - vyaMjana

घ ध छ   
gh    dh   chh 

ग  ण  न  त  ल
g      nd n        t        L

 

च ज  ज़ ञ 
ch       j         z         nk    

vaNa-maalaa - vyaMjana

घ ध छ   
gh    dh   chh 

त  ट  थ  ठ   ल
t         ŧ       th ŧh L

ऽ  ज्ञ  ौ ऋ
tr     gny     shr     ru
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पाठ एक - उ,ऊ 
 

pāth ek – u, ū
 

chapter one 
u, ū 
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]llaU iktaba pZ,ta hO.

ulū kitāb parδhtā hai

The owl reads the book
 

 Hindi English 
Pronunciation 

Meaning 

OO OO

 
 

 

OO OO

   

OO OO
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maOMnao p`Sna ka ]%tr idyaa qaa.

Maine prasn kā ut-tar diyā thā

I gave the answer  to the question

 

 

 Hindi English 
Pronunciation 

Meaning 

OO OO

 
 

 

OO

OO

   

OO OO

   

OO OO

   

OO OO
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maOMnao daost ko ilae ]phar KrIda 

Mainne dost ke liye uphār kharidā

I bought a gift for my friend

 

 Hindi English 
Pronunciation 

Meaning 

OO OO

 
 

 

OO OO

   

OO OO

   

OO OO

   

OO OO
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maOM hmaoSaa }ÐT kI savaarI krta hUÐ.

Main hameshā ūŧ kī savārī 
kartā hun

I always ride on the camel

 

 Hindi English 
Pronunciation 

Meaning 

OO OO

 
 

 

OO OO

   

OO OO

   

OO OO

   

OO OO
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maOMnao }na ka svaoTr phnaa hO.

Maine ūn kā sweater pehnā hai .

I have  worn a woolen 
sweater

 

 Hindi English 
Pronunciation 

Meaning 

OO OO

 
 

 

OO OO

   

OO OO

   

OO OO
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maoro haqa maoM paÐca }ÐgailayaaÐ hOM |

mere hāth men panch ūnglīyan hain

I have five fingers in my hand

 

 Hindi English 
Pronunciation 

Meaning 

OO OO

 
 

 

OO OO

   

OO OO

   

OO OO

  ` 

OO

OO

   

OO

OO
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पाठ दो - अ,आ 
 

pāth do – a, ā
 

chapter two 
a, ā 
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मैं अखबार पढ़ता हँू ।
Main akhbār parδtā hūn

I read the newspaper ( for boy)

 

 Hindi English 
Pronunciation 

Meaning 

OO OO

 
 

 

OO OO

   

OO OO
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मैं अचार खाती हँू ।
Main achār khātī hūn

I eat the pickle ( for girl )

 

 Hindi English 
Pronunciation 

Meaning 

OO OO

 
 

 

OO OO

   

OO OO
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मैं अलमारी खोलती हँू ।
Main almārī kholtī hūn

I open the closet

 

 Hindi English 
Pronunciation 

Meaning 

OO OO

 
 

 

OO OO

   

OO OO

   

 



25 
 

मैं आधा सेब खाता हँू 
main ādhā seb khātāhūn

I eat half the apple

 

 Hindi English 
Pronunciation 

Meaning 

OO OO

 
 

 

OO OO

   

OO OO

   

OO OO
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मैं आग बुझाता हँू ।
main āg bujhātāhūn

I will put off the fire

 

 Hindi English 
Pronunciation 

Meaning 

OO OO

 
 

 

OO OO

   

OO OO

   



27 
 

मैं आटा खरीदता हँू |

Main ātā kharidtāhūn

I buy the whole wheat flour

 

 

 Hindi English 
Pronunciation 

Meaning 

OO OO

 
 

 

OO OO

   

OO OO

   

 

 




