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New Seasons, New Fruit

Lasting Partners

The Future of Camp
The general attitude and
direction of camp is progressing
toward a bright future. We say that
in terms of the growing impact of
the gospel that camp offers. God has
increased the use of camp in new ways
in the last two years. Apart from my
doubts of whether or not camp will make
it, I have been almost ashamed of myself
when God has proven us wrong. It’s a
small camp, in a small town, in a sparsely
populated area, but God has done big things here that have lasted
generations. The impact of camp has gone far beyond the walls of
our valley as well. In the next year, we are making plans to begin
our own programming to offer certain camps to accommodate
certain needs in ministry with church partners. Currently, we are
in the process of tearing down the tabernacle, but much of it is
going to help the fire victims. There is a lot of work to be done in
the process of operating a camp. None of it can happen without
your financial support. Please prayerfully consider being a
financial partner with camp to ensure the lasting ministry
of God’s work here. Even $10.00 a month
is a huge help. If anything, we sure would
appreciate your prayers and warm
thoughts.
You can give online through Paypal at:
www.conconullybiblecamp.org. Just click
on the ‘donate’ button on the homepage or
you can send directly to:
OCHA
P.O. Box 1312
Omak, WA 98841

Save the Date!
Camp Fundraiser
Sat., February 20th
We are going to do
another fundraiser
for camp. Watch
for updates soon!

After a full season of camping, I am
thankful for a new season. That
isn’t just said with the changing of
the weather, but it is also a
changing of my heart. There are
certain things that people go
through that they hold onto until
they cannot bear them, and then
they are brought to their knees. I
was brought to my knees after being
reminded of God’s love. I had been
in an extended season of anger.
There was not much love in my
heart for anything or anyone.
Darkness in my heart has been
brought to the light of the LORD.
With that, I apologize to anyone
who has been in my path of anger or
frustration.
This summer, on August 13th Leann
and I celebrated 10 years of being
married. It was wonderful! As an
early present Leann had shared with
me that she was pregnant. We were
so excited for this new life in our
lives. A few days after celebrating
we had the wild fires blow up across
the map here in North Central
Washington. To say the least, it
was a little stressful. To make a
long story short, we had been
evacuated twice from two different
towns. Everyone, everywhere
seemed to be on high alert or in a
panic for a few weeks.
(Continued on Page 2)
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New Seasons, New Fruit (Continued)
During the next few weeks of stress
and uncertainty, things were made worse
when we found out that we had lost the
baby. Everything came to a halt even though
the world around us was scrambling. I tried
to be as supportive as a husband could be,
but it is something that we go through
together. It’s something that we have gone
through more times than I want to
remember. Loss like that is difficult to heal
from.
Even though I knew that God is good,
I could not help but be angry. There wasn’t
even the knowledge of what or who to be
angry at, so it just turned inward to shut
everything out. My rebellion of anger just
didn’t want to worship God for an extended
time. My stubbornness just wasn’t ready to
let go. After carrying this weighted anchor
around for nearly two months, someone
recently told me that God loved me. As
much as my anger wanted to forget that, I
couldn’t ignore it. It broke me finally. The
truth of who He is I couldn’t reject any longer.
God still loved us through our pain and loss.
He never moved. He never shifted. Even in
my shutting out, it did not keep Him out or keep
Him from guarding us.
If you’re reading this, it’s not to get
you to feel sorry for us, but for you to see the
journey that we’re on in faith.
It’s something that we could quietly
keep to ourselves as so many young people
do, but what is walking in faith if people
aren’t walking in faith with us. Even though
we did not get the precious gift of a child
again, we have the gift of the Lord’s
presence. I have my heart back again.

Fire Recovery Shed Project
After the fires came through the valleys and hills
throughout Okanogan County, people decided to act and put
their faith in action. Pastor George Conkle of the Tonasket
Crossroads Meeting Place (Foursquare Church) has been
heading up crews to help fire victims who lost some or
everything. A practical way toward recovery is by building
sheds for fire victims, and crews have been busy working at it.
To date 9 sheds have been built and there is seemingly not an
end in sight with the need.
Friends of Conconully Bible Camp will be glad to know
that plywood from our old tabernacle has gone into this effort
to build sheds for the fire victims. A little bit of camp and our
place of worship is going back into saving lives in a different
way.
Crews from various churches and denominations across
the west coast have traveled to pitch in or send funds for this
project. If you would like more information or would like to
help with this project, check out the Facebook page created for
the project (you do not need a Facebook account to read the
page) at:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/928637880537097/
Below: Fire trucks
leading convoy out
of Conconully at
night at Level 3
Evacuation.

Dear God, you’re a good, good Father.
“Every good and perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the heavenly lights, who does
not change like shifting shadows.”
James 1:17
With you in Christ,
Aaron

August 2015: Fire came over
the hill above camp. That is
camp in the foreground.

P.S. --- Please pray for babies! =)
2

CONCONULLY BIBLE CAMP

NEWSLETTER FALL 2015

Our Summer At Camp

Springtime came early in the Okanogan Valley,
and that included the little town of Conconully.
With that, it meant the early arrival of the camping
season. It started out as a blessing as we had our
work cut out for us in the shape of building a new
cabin on the campgrounds. We had worked all
winter with the details to make it happen at the
‘God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.’
Psalm 46:1
beginning of May. A few weeks later, it was
already June and people were getting ready for
summer. We had the return of old friends who
have been coming to camp for nearly a decade
with their church groups, such as the Men’s Group from Tacoma led by Albert Campbell. We also had new groups this
year. On top of the church groups, we also had a 6th grade camp, and a 4-H camp from groups throughout the Okanogan
Valley. It was a good and productive summer that was filled with many blessings, and many troubles that the LORD got
us through. It was so wonderful to step back and see God working at camp. To watch people worship or even let the
stress of life roll off after a few days at camp and on the lake. One of my most
favorite memories was seeing a father and two sons seemingly at odds when their
week started at camp. They just had that “Hurried Seattle” look and sound to them.
Then, a few days later, they were enjoying each other and spending great time
together with each other and the LORD. Many people came weary, but left
refreshed.

Enjoying a new game

Family Camp 2015 By Libby Bennett

Well, our camp director is going a million miles an hour and in a million
different directions, so I volunteered to take over this little task for him this
quarter. From the kitchen to the keyboard, y’all are stuck with me.
Wasn’t this year at family camp great? Not too hot, not too cold, happy families, happy children, happy deer. I can
say that the more temperate weather made being in the 120 degree kitchen bearable this year.
Lots of new faces, and a lot of old ones too. I love that when I go back to camp we just pick up where we left off! It’s
what I call my “week in Mayberry”. My kids get to ride bikes, go fishing, walk to the store, be with friends from
dawn until dark, and I get to nurture the friendships I made when I was a young googenheimer. There is nothing
else my kids look forward to as much as going to camp.
How blessed are we that we have this sanctuary - this oasis (even without A/C) that we can come to and be safe, be
spiritually fed, and be loved? I am a 4th generation camper, as my great grandparents Ed and Plush Glessner were
campers, as well as Tessie and Grover Collins. My grandma Pauline comes to camp with us and gets to go on walks
to the creek with her great grandchildren. The kids love Uncle Scott the Candyman, Ron Raub, Grammy Arlene
and so many more who have come to camp for years and years. I am so happy that they have these relationships
and this place to pass on to their children.
I hope to someday be the one taking my great grandkids to the creek and out for ice cream. I call it my Mayberry, but the
more I think about it, it’s my glimpse of heaven on earth.

Libby’s Corner
4 Square Family Time

Mongolian Beef:

Great Freezer dinner for the slow cooker!

2 lbs steak, sliced thin
1/3 C cornstarch
1 ½ C sliced carrots
1 C brown sugar
1 C soy sauce
1 C water
1 T garlic
1 T ginger
1 bunch green onions,
sliced
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In a large zip top bag, combine steak and
cornstarch and shake to combine. Add the
remaining ingredients to the bag, seal, label
and freeze.
To cook, simply thaw in the bridge
overnight, then pour the contents of the bag
into a slow cooker and cook on low for 4
hours, or until the meat is full cooked.
Serve over rice.
If you don’t want to freeze it, just toss it
into the slow cooker.
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Come Stay With Us...
Many of you are already beginning to plan your summer for next year.
Have you or your church group thought about spending a part of that
summer camping? Join us at Conconully Bible Camp and let us assist
you in making your time away from home a cherished memory for the
rest of your lives.
For more information:
Visit us at www.conconullybiblecamp.org and click on the Facility
Rental Tab at the top of the home page.
Call us at 509.322.1581

Call Today!!!
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