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Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

NOW THE FEAST 

AND CELEBRATION

An alternate eucharistic setting by Marty Haugen



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE               

Please quietly reflect and prepare for worship during the music.

If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has

promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God. Have mercy on us. 

We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought,

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left

undone. We have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have

not loved one another in deed and in truth. In your compassion

forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and

serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our light and our

truth. Amen. 

With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant

in love, forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus

Christ. Thanks be to God! 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at

baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

The prelude’s purpose is

to prepare your heart,

your hands, and your

mind for worship. The

Lord is worthy of our

preparation and the

prelude provides us a time

to do just that.

Washed in water and

marked with the cross,

the baptized children of

God are united with

Christ, and through him,

with other believers, we

confess our sins and

return to our baptism. In

forgiveness God raises us

up again.

The paraments, which are

the hangings on the altar,

pulpit, and lectern, are

green for ordinary time.

For growth and

discipleship.
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Cromorne taille by Nicolas de Grigny



GATHERING HYMN 

#879 For the Beauty of the Earth The Hymns proclaim

the Gospel in song. We

sing a variety of hymns to

help us tell God’s story.

The Apostolic Greeting

is given by the Pastor

using the words of the

Apostle Paul in 2 Cor

13:13. In this greeting

the assembly is rooted in

the Triune life of God.

GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.
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KYRIE
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NOW THE FEAST
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WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

The prayer of the day is

typically a prayer focused

around the scripture texts

for the day.
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The Word part of our

liturgy, is where we hear

“the living voice of the

Gospel.” We experience

this in the Biblical

readings, a sermon based

around these readings,

and the hymn of the day.

The assembly is seated.

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures.

Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us

from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

FIRST  READING Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am

teaching you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the

land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. You must

neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything

from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which

I am charging you.

 You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom

and discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes,

will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” For

what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is

whenever we call to him? And what other great nation has statutes and

ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today?

 But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the

things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all

the days of your life; make them known to your children and your

children’s children.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



Lord, who may dwell in your |

tabernacle?

Who may abide upon your | holy

hill?

Those who lead a blameless life

and do | what is right,

who speak the truth | from their

heart;

they do not slander with the

tongue, they do no evil | to their

friends;

they do not cast discredit up- | on

a neighbor.

In their sight the wicked are

rejected, but they honor those who

| fear the Lord.

They have sworn upon their health

and do not take | back their word.

They do not give their money in hope

of gain, nor do they take bribes a- |

gainst the innocent.

Those who do these things shall

never be | overthrown. R

PSALM Psalm 15
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SECOND  READING  James 1:17-27

 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the

Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of

his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of

first fruits of his creatures.

 You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow

to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of

all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted

word that has the power to save your souls.

 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are

hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for

they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But

those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who

forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.

 If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts,

their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this:

to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

CHILDREN’S  SERMON

The assembly is seated.

SERMON 9

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem

gathered around [Jesus], they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with

defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do

not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the

elders; and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there

are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and

bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples

not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said

to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,

 ‘This people honors me with their lips,

 but their hearts are far from me;

 in vain do they worship me,

 teaching human precepts as doctrines.’

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”

 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and

understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the

things that come out are what defile.

 “For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come:

fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy,

slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

GOSPEL Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



As Lutheran Christians

we have three creeds to

articulate our faith. The

Apostles’ , Nicene, and

Athanasian Creeds.

Through the Apostles’

Creed we confess our faith

in the triune God: Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit

HYMN OF THE DAY

#557 Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

Living together in hope and trust, let us confess our faith together. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;  he descended to the dead. On the

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right

hand of the Father,  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of

saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting. Amen.



The prayers of intercession

are prepared in advance by

writers from across the

Church based around the

scripture for a given week.

PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The congregation is invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another

The assembly sits.
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The passing of the peace is

traditionally part of the

liturgy, so that anyone in

the gathered assembly may

have a time to be

reconciled to one another

before sharing the meal.

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the

church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

God of every generation, give the church a sense of purpose and belonging. Sustain

and build up leaders and lay people as we accompany one another in our life with

Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of creation, you named humans as co-creators with you. Where the earth cries

out in pain, bring wholeness. Guide governments and industry, that environmental

laws and practices seek to heal and not harm. Bring relief and justice to people and

places suffering from climate catastrophe. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Sovereign God, we pray for local communities of every kind: rural and urban;

established and new. Lead those in authority to seek the good of all through their

words and actions and to mentor others in honest and generous ways. Merciful

God,

receive our prayer.

Healing God, you draw near to all who are hurting. Be with all who desire relief

from chronic and acute illness, cancer, and post-traumatic stress disorder.

Strengthen health care workers, therapists, and caregivers. Tend to those who are

close to our hearts, especially Jan, Janet, Joyce, Phyllis, Larry, Bob, Ellie, Mary, John,

Pat, Karl, Otti, Anna, Fran, Pat, Susan, Charlie, Amanda, Rick, Ron, Marilyn, Dean,

and all those we name aloud or silently in our hearts.. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

On this Labor Day weekend we remember and give thanks for all who have fought

for workers’ rights around the world. Continue to improve working conditions and

establish fair wages so that all people may thrive. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Comforting God, console us as we mourn our departed. We hold fast to the

promise that death has been defeated by our Savior Jesus Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved

child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

 A musical offering is

given to God in our

worship as the gifts of the

assembly are collected.

This is a reminder of

God’s abundance. We

offer back  to God just a

small portion of what

God has  given us, so that

the mission of God can be

realized.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God,

source of every gift of your creation.

By these gifts and with our lives,

help us to serve one another and all in need,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

ImprovisationOFFERTORY    

The assembly stands.

OFFERTORY HYMN  
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In the meal part of our

liturgy we prepare to come

to Christ’s table. In the

Great Thanksgiving we

focus on being thankful

for all God has done and

for all God has given to

us. In the Eucharistic

Prayer, we ask God to

send the Holy Spirit to

this meal and we ask

that Christ will fulfill his

promise to be in the bread

and wine.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE

It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks

and praise to you, O God, through Jesus Christ who call us to follow his way

of humble service and love and so with the church on Earth, all creation and

the host of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the

sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the

cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this

is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of

me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await

his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all

who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our

Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now

and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father,

    who art in heaven,

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come,

    thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;

   and forgive us our trespasses,

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;

   and lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever.  Amen.
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The Lamb of God is a

title for Jesus that appears

in John 1:29. It is here

that we are reminded that

our Lord is present and

we are to behold his glory.

The assembly is seated.

COMMUNION

This is the Lord’s table. Jesus is the host. We are Christ’s guests. Jesus welcomes everyone to come, to eat

and be nourished, fed and forgiven. Visitors and children are welcome to receive communion. Those who

do not receive communion are welcomed forward to receive a blessing.  Gluten-free wafers and grape juice

are available.  The pastor and communion assistant will come to the pews of those unable to come

forward.  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.

Come!

 



COMMUNION HYMN 

#685 Take My Life, That I May Be
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The assembly stands.

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep

you in his grace. Amen.
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THANKS BE TO YOU 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal

and fed us with dignity at your table. Send us now to welcome

others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ

our Lord.

Amen.



SENDING   

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Our final part of our

liturgy is the sending. We

are sent out into the

world reminded of God’s

mission and strengthened

by the presence of Christ

and one another through

the power of the Holy

Spirit.SENDING HYMN

#987 Guide My Feet

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB165339. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #735631-A.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

Amen.
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Congregation Council

President 

Vice-President

Secretary

Co-Treasurers

Co-Financial Secretaries 

Council Members

Joan Albright

Katie Benjamin

Megan Cunningham

Angela Maine, John Foreman

Rod Runestad, Phil Hart

Joan Albright, Megan Cunningham, Mike Mauriello, Katie Benjamin, Jayce Getz, Emily

Pauline, Ken Knudsen, Michelle Meadors, Steve Myzk

“The Mission of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church as a part of the family of God is

to share God in Christ with the World by equipping one another through

worship, learning, witness, service and support.”
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DISMISSAL

The assembly is sent into mission.  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE Gigue fugue by J.S. Bach
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Welcome to St. Paul’s

In celebrating God’s beauty and strength created through diversity, we welcome, value, and include all of

God’s children regardless of race, culture, age, sexual orientation, gender expression, ability, appearance, or

citizenship. St. Paul’s is committed to racial equality. 

Admission to the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is by invitation of our Lord, presented through the

Church to those who are baptized. If you are unable to receive Holy Communion at the altar, please notify an

usher to receive communion at your seat. All are welcome at the table for a blessing. We use red wine and

bread at communion, and offer grape juice and gluten-free wafers. Inform your server at the rail if you desire

either. 

Distribution of the Communion Elements take place as follows: 

Exit the pew to the side aisles. Empty cups are obtained from the trays located by the front exit. Proceed to the

altar. Persons on the right side (lectern side) proceed to the back of the altar rail and fill forward towards the

front. The left side (pulpit side) proceed to the front of the altar rail and fill towards the back. After

communing, depart down the center aisle to your seat. Please place your cup in one of the baskets. 

St. Paul’s Live Stream Policy

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church live streams the 11:00 AM service every Sunday. The service is posted to  

Vimeo and Facebook. In addition, special services may be live streamed.

1.

 The 8:30 AM service is not live streamed and is available for attendance by those who do not wish to be

recorded. For live streamed services there will be a “No Video Zone” designated in the Narthex.

2.

It is recommended that all livestream services include a disclaimer about the service being recorded,

posted on a visible location at the entrance of the sanctuary and written in the bulletin. 

3.

 Children must have a signed waiver from their parent or guardian before being recorded.4.

 We will not share personal or identifying information while a service is being live streamed, this includes

during announcement, prayer requests, or the sermon.

5.
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