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Guncle Steven Rowley 368 2021 Monday August 5, in person time 

TBD, zoom 7PM

Fiction

Patrick, or Gay Uncle Patrick (GUP, for short), has always loved his niece, Maisie, and nephew, Grant. That is, 

he loves spending time with them when they come out to Palm Springs for weeklong visits, or when he heads 

home to Connecticut for the holidays. But in terms of caretaking and relating to two children, no matter how 

adorable, Patrick is, honestly, overwhelmed.

So when tragedy strikes and Maisie and Grant lose their mother and Patrick's brother has a health crisis of 

his own, Patrick finds himself suddenly taking on the role of primary guardian. Despite having a set of 

"Guncle Rules" ready to go, Patrick has no idea what to expect, having spent years barely holding on after the 

loss of his great love, a somewhat-stalled acting career, and a lifestyle not-so-suited to a six- and a nine-year-

old. Quickly realizing that parenting--even if temporary--isn't solved with treats and jokes, Patrick's eyes are 

opened to a new sense of responsibility, and the realization that, sometimes, even being larger than life 

means you're unfailingly human.
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Demon Copperhead Barbara Kingsolver 560 2022 Monday September 9, in person TBD, 

zoom 7PM

Fiction

Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, Demon Copperhead is the story of a boy born to a teenaged 

single mother in a single-wide trailer, with no assets beyond his dead father’s good looks and copper-colored 

hair, a caustic wit, and a fierce talent for survival. Relayed in his own unsparing voice, Demon braves the 

modern perils of foster care, child labor, derelict schools, athletic success, addiction, disastrous loves, and 

crushing losses. Through all of it, he reckons with his own invisibility in a popular culture where even the 

superheroes have abandoned rural people in favor of cities.

Many generations ago, Charles Dickens wrote David Copperfield from his experience as a survivor of 

institutional poverty and its damages to children in his society. Those problems have yet to be solved in ours. 

Dickens is not a prerequisite for readers of this novel, but he provided its inspiration. In transposing a 

Victorian epic novel to the contemporary American South, Barbara Kingsolver enlists Dickens’ anger and 

compassion, and above all, his faith in the transformative powers of a good story. Demon Copperhead speaks 

for a new generation of lost boys, and all those born into beautiful, cursed places they can’t imagine leaving 

behind.
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Remarkably Bright 

Creatures

Shelby Van Pelt 368 2022 Monday October 7 in person TBD, 

zoom 7PM

Fiction

After Tova Sullivan’s husband died, she began working the night shift at the Sowell Bay Aquarium, mopping 

floors and tidying up. Keeping busy has always helped her cope, which she’s been doing since her eighteen-

year-old son, Erik, mysteriously vanished on a boat in Puget Sound over thirty years ago

.Tova becomes acquainted with curmudgeonly Marcellus, a giant Pacific octopus living at the aquarium. 

Marcellus knows more than anyone can imagine but wouldn’t dream of lifting one of his eight arms for his 

human captors—until he forms a remarkable friendship with Tova.

Ever the detective, Marcellus deduces what happened the night Tova’s son disappeared. And now Marcellus 

must use every trick his old invertebrate body can muster to unearth the truth for her before it’s too late. 
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Magic Hour Kristin Hannah 416 2006 Monday November 4, in person TBD, 

zoom 7PM

Fiction

Deep in the Pacific Northwest lies the Olympic National Forest– nearly one million acres of impenetrable 

darkness and impossible beauty. Even in this modern age, much of it remains undiscovered and uncharted. 

From the heart of this old forest, a six-year-old girl appears. Speechless and alone, she can give no clue as to 

her identity, no hint of her past. . .

Until recently, Dr. Julia Cates was one of the preeminent child psychiatrists in the country, but a scandal 

shattered her confidence, ruined her career, and made her a media target. When she gets a desperate call 

from her estranged sister, Ellie, a police chief in their small western Washington hometown, she jumps at the 

chance to escape.

In Rain Valley, nothing much ever happens–until a girl emerges from the deep woods and walks into town. 

She is a victim unlike any Julia has ever seen: a child locked in a world of unimaginable fear and isolation.

When word spreads of the “wild child” and the infamous doctor who is treating her, the media descend on 

Julia and once again her competence is challenged. State and federal authorities want to lock the girl away in 

an institution until an identification can be made.

But to Julia, who has come to doubt her own ability, nothing is more important than saving the girl she now 

calls Alice. To heal this child, Julia will have to understand that she cannot work alone and must look to 

others–the people in the town she left long ago, the sister she barely knows, and Dr. Max Cerrasin, a 

handsome, private man with secrets of his own.

Then a shocking revelation forces Julia to risk everything to discover the truth about Alice. The ordeal that 

follows will test the limits of Julia’s faith, forgiveness, and love, as she struggles to ascertain where Alice 

ultimately belongs.
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2024 Book Exchange
Monday December 2 - time and place 

TBD
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Tom Lake Ann Patchett 320 2023 Monday January 6, in person TBD, 

zoom 7PM

Fiction

In the spring of 2020, Lara’s three daughters return to the family's orchard in Northern Michigan. While 

picking cherries, they beg their mother to tell them the story of Peter Duke, a famous actor with whom she 

shared both a stage and a romance years before at a theater company called Tom Lake. As Lara recalls the 

past, her daughters examine their own lives and relationship with their mother, and are forced to reconsider 

the world and everything they thought they knew.
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The Measure Nikki Erlick 368 2022 Monday February 3, in person TBD, 

zoom 7PM

Science Fiction

Eight ordinary people. One extraordinary choice.

It seems like any other day. You wake up, pour a cup of coffee, and head out.

But today, when you open your front door, waiting for you is a small wooden box. This box holds your fate 

inside: the answer to the exact number of years you will live.

From suburban doorsteps to desert tents, every person on every continent receives the same box. In an 

instant, the world is thrust into a collective frenzy. Where did these boxes come from? What do they mean? Is 

there truth to what they promise?

As society comes together and pulls apart, everyone faces the same shocking choice: Do they wish to know 

how long they’ll live? And, if so, what will they do with that knowledge?
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The Last Stars in the Sky Kate Hewitt 340 2024 Monday March 3, in person TBD, 

zoom 7PM

Fiction

I never expected to have to uproot my family to go live in my parents’ isolated cottage on Lost Lake. It’s 

twenty miles to the nearest town, an insignificant speck in endless pine forests. Nobody’s lived here for a 

decade.

What do you do when the worst thing in the world happens to your family? A gripping, beautiful story that will 

break your heart from a million-copy bestselling author. For fans of Boo Walker, Where the Forest Meets the 

Stars and Julianne MacLean.
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Braiding Sweetgrass Robin Wall Kimmerer 408 2015 Monday April 7, in person TBD, zoom 

7PM

Non-fiction

As a botanist, Robin Wall Kimmerer has been trained to ask questions of nature with the tools of science. As 

a member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, she embraces the notion that plants and animals are our oldest 

teachers. In Braiding Sweetgrass, Kimmerer brings these two lenses of knowledge together to take us on “a 

journey that is every bit as mythic as it is scientific, as sacred as it is historical, as clever as it is wise” 

(Elizabeth Gilbert).

Drawing on her life as an indigenous scientist, and as a woman, Kimmerer shows how other living 

beings―asters and goldenrod, strawberries and squash, salamanders, algae, and sweetgrass―offer us gifts 

and lessons, even if we've forgotten how to hear their voices. In reflections that range from the creation of 

Turtle Island to the forces that threaten its flourishing today, she circles toward a central argument: that the 

awakening of ecological consciousness requires the acknowledgment and celebration of our reciprocal 

relationship with the rest of the living world. For only when we can hear the languages of other beings will we 

be capable of understanding the generosity of the earth, and learn to give our own gifts in return.
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The Women Kristin Hannah 480 2024 Monday May 5, in person TBD, zoom 

7PM

Fiction

Women can be heroes. When twenty-year-old nursing student Frances "Frankie" McGrath hears these words, 

it is a revelation. Raised in the sun-drenched, idyllic world of Southern California and sheltered by her 

conservative parents, she has always prided herself on doing the right thing. But in 1965, the world is 

changing, and she suddenly dares to imagine a different future for herself. When her brother ships out to 

serve in Vietnam, she joins the Army Nurse Corps and follows his path. As green and inexperienced as the 

men sent to Vietnam to fight, Frankie is over-whelmed by the chaos and destruction of war. Each day is a 

gamble of life and death, hope and betrayal; friendships run deep and can be shattered in an instant. In war, 

she meets--and becomes one of--the lucky, the brave, the broken, and the lost. But war is just the beginning 

for Frankie and her veteran friends. The real battle lies in coming home to a changed and divided America, to 

angry protesters, and to a country that wants to forget Vietnam. The Women is the story of one woman gone 

to war, but it shines a light on all women who put themselves in harm's way and whose sacrifice and 

commitment to their country has too often been forgotten. A novel about deep friendships and bold 

patriotism, The Women is a richly drawn story with a memorable heroine whose idealism and courage under 

fire will come to define an era.
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I Captured the Castle Dodie Smith 400 2017 Monday June 2, in person TBD, zoom 

7PM

Fiction

Seventeen-year-old Cassandra Mortmain and her family may live in a ramshackle old English castle, but that’s 

about as romantic as her life gets. While her beautiful older sister, Rose, longs to live in a Jane Austen novel, 

Cassandra knows that meeting an eligible man to marry isn’t in either of their futures when their home is 

crumbling and they have to sell their furniture for food. So Cassandra instead strives to hone her writing skills 

in her journals. Until one day when their new landlords move in, which include two (very handsome) sons, 

and the lives of the Mortmain sisters change forever.

Through Cassandra’s sharply funny, yet poignant, journal entries, she chronicles the great changes that take 

place within the castle’s walls, and her own first descent into love. By the time she pens her final entry, she 

has “captured the castle” – and the heart of the reader – in one of literature’s most enchanting novels.

11 0f 19



Book Club Schedule 2024 - 2025

Title Author Pages Pub 

Date

Date

Mondays Not Coming Tiffany D. Jackson 448 2018 Monday July 7, in person TBD, zoom 

7PM

Fiction

Monday Charles is missing, and only Claudia seems to notice. Claudia and Monday have always been 

inseparable—more sisters than friends. So when Monday doesn’t turn up for the first day of school, Claudia’s 

worried.

When she doesn’t show for the second day, or second week, Claudia knows that something is wrong. 

Monday wouldn’t just leave her to endure tests and bullies alone. Not after last year’s rumors and not with her 

grades on the line. Now Claudia needs her best—and only—friend more than ever. But Monday’s mother 

refuses to give Claudia a straight answer, and Monday’s sister April is even less help.

As Claudia digs deeper into her friend’s disappearance, she discovers that no one seems to remember the 

last time they saw Monday. How can a teenage girl just vanish without anyone noticing that she’s gone?
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Heaven on Earth Grocery 

Store

James McBride 400 2023 Monday August 4, in person TBD, 

zoom 7PM

Fiction

In 1972, when workers in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, were digging the foundations for a new development, the 

last thing they expected to find was a skeleton at the bottom of a well. Who the skeleton was and how it got 

there were two of the long-held secrets kept by the residents of Chicken Hill, the dilapidated neighborhood 

where immigrant Jews and African Americans lived side by side and shared ambitions and sorrows. Chicken 

Hill was where Moshe and Chona Ludlow lived when Moshe integrated his theater and where Chona ran the 

Heaven & Earth Grocery Store. When the state came looking for a deaf boy to institutionalize him, it was 

Chona and Nate Timblin, the Black janitor at Moshe’s theater and the unofficial leader of the Black community 

on Chicken Hill, who worked together to keep the boy safe.

As these characters’ stories overlap and deepen, it becomes clear how much the people who live on the 

margins of white, Christian America struggle and what they must do to survive. When the truth is finally 

revealed about what happened on Chicken Hill and the part the town’s white establishment played in it, 

McBride shows us that even in dark times, it is love and community—heaven and earth—that sustain us.
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Black Cake Charmaine Wilkerson 400 2022 Monday September 8, in person TBD, 

zoom 7PM

Fiction

In present-day California, Eleanor Bennett’s death leaves behind a puzzling inheritance for her two children, 

Byron and Benny: a black cake, made from a family recipe with a long history, and a voice recording. In her 

message, Eleanor shares a tumultuous story about a headstrong young swimmer who escapes her island 

home under suspicion of murder. The heartbreaking tale Eleanor unfolds, the secrets she still holds back, 

and the mystery of a long-lost child challenge everything the siblings thought they knew about their lineage 

and themselves.

Can Byron and Benny reclaim their once-close relationship, piece together Eleanor’s true history, and fulfill 

her final request to “share the black cake when the time is right”? Will their mother’s revelations bring them 

back together or leave them feeling more lost than ever?
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The Little Paris Bookshop Nina George 400 2015 Monday October 6, in person TBD, 

zoom 7PM

Fiction

Monsieur Perdu calls himself a literary apothecary. From his floating bookstore in a barge on the Seine, he 

prescribes novels for the hardships of life. Using his intuitive feel for the exact book a reader needs, Perdu 

mends broken hearts and souls. The only person he can't seem to heal through literature is himself; he's still 

haunted by heartbreak after his great love disappeared. She left him with only a letter, which he has never 

opened.

After Perdu is finally tempted to read the letter, he hauls anchor and departs on a mission to the south of 

France, hoping to make peace with his loss and discover the end of the story. Joined by a bestselling but 

blocked author and a lovelorn Italian chef, Perdu travels along the country’s rivers, dispensing his wisdom 

and his books, showing that the literary world can take the human soul on a journey to heal itself.
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Night Circus Erin Morgenstern 400 2011 Monday November 3, in person TBD, 

zoom 7PM

Fiction

The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it. It is simply there, when yesterday it was 

not. Within the black-and-white striped canvas tents is an utterly unique experience full of breathtaking 

amazements. It is called Le Cirque des Rêves, and it is only open at night.

But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is underway—a duel between two young magicians, Celia and 

Marco, who have been trained since childhood expressly for this purpose by their mercurial instructors. 

Unbeknownst to them, this is a game in which only one can be left standing, and the circus is but the stage 

for a remarkable battle of imagination and will. Despite themselves, however, Celia and Marco tumble 

headfirst into love—a deep, magical love that makes the lights flicker and the room grow warm whenever they 

so much as brush hands.

True love or not, the game must play out, and the fates of everyone involved, from the cast of extraordinary 

circus per­formers to the patrons, hang in the balance, suspended as precariously as the daring acrobats 

overhead.
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TBD
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Speak Laurie Halse 

Anderson

197 1999 Monday January 5, in person  TBD, 

zoom 7PM

Fiction

"Speak up for yourself―we want to know what you have to say." From the first moment of her freshman year 

at Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big lie, part of the nonsense of high school. She is friendless, 

an outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops. Now nobody will talk to her, let 

alone listen to her. As time passes, Melinda becomes increasingly isolated and practically stops talking 

altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, and it is through her work on an art project that she is finally 

able to face what really happened at that terrible party: she was raped by an upperclassman, a guy who still 

attends Merryweather and is still a threat to her. Her healing process has just begun when she has another 

violent encounter with him. But this time Melinda fights back―and refuses to be silent.
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The Covenant of Water Abraham Verghese 775 2023

Fiction

Spanning the years 1900 to 1977, The Covenant of Water is set in Kerala, on South India’s Malabar Coast, and 

follows three generations of a family that suffers a peculiar affliction: in every generation, at least one person 

dies by drowning—and in Kerala, water is everywhere. At the turn of the century, a twelve-year-old girl from 

Kerala’s long-existing Christian community, grieving the death of her father, is sent by boat to her wedding, 

where she will meet her forty-year-old husband for the first time. From this unforgettable new beginning, the 

young girl—and future matriarch, known as Big Ammachi—will witness unthinkable changes over the span of 

her extraordinary life, full of joy and triumph as well as hardship and loss, her faith and love the only 

constants.

A shimmering evocation of a bygone India and of the passage of time itself, The Covenant of Water is a hymn 

to progress in medicine and to human understanding, and a humbling testament to the difficulties undergone 

by past generations for the sake of those alive today. It is one of the most masterful literary novels published 

in recent years.
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