Aim: Why is the Constitution called a “bundle of compromises?”


Men met in Philadelphia to discuss changes in the governing laws.
I. Representation

· Large states vs. small states

· Madison proposed the Virginia Plan
· executive branch and two houses of Congress: based on population

· Paterson proposed the New Jersey Plan
· one-house legislature with equal representation embodied in one vote each

1. Great Compromise: 

· Presidency 

· A bicameral legislature (Two Houses of Congress)

· Senate with states represented evenly (two Senators each)

· A House of Representatives with representation according to population

II. Slavery

· North-South disagreed 

· Debated whether slaves should be counted in the population 

· South = Yes
· North = No
1. Three-Fifths Compromise

· Each slave was counted as three-fifths of a person 

· For the purpose of representation and direct taxation

III. Commerce
· North: national gov’t should regulate all trade 

· South: opposed such broad powers

1. Commerce Compromise

· Congress could levy tariffs on imports but not exports

· Permitted the slave trade for twenty more years
IV. Presidency
· need for a president to serve as executive for the nation

· Some wanted weak president, other strong
· Some wanted short terms and others wanted long

1. Presidency Compromise
· President with control over foreign policy 

· the power to veto Congress’s legislation

· elected by an Electoral College

· four-year term 
· unlimited terms served
