Aim: Was Washington’s policy of isolationism in the best interest of the United States during the 1790’s?


I. The French Revolution 

· 1789 French Revolution began

· armed struggle with Austria, Prussia and Great Britain

· 1799 Napoleon took control of France until 1815

· two countries fighting for Europe: Great Britain and France

1. The Democratic-Republicans sympathized with France

· similar to the American Revolution

· overthrown their king

· issued the Declaration of the Rights of Man 

2. The Federalists were unsympathetic 

· the Reign of Terror as evidence of abusive power

· Federalists sympathized with England

II. Washington Proclaim Neutrality

· Washington feared that the French Republic would call for American military aid

· Washington, Hamilton and Jefferson urged neutrality

· Washington issued a Proclamation of Neutrality
· In it he urged Americans to be impartial toward the warring nations

III. The Jay Treaty

· Britain seized American merchant ships 

· violated the freedom of the seas
· The right of a neutral nation to trade goods to warring nations 

· British still held posts in the Northwest Territory 

1. Jay Treaty 

· Britain withdrew her troops from the American Northwest

· settled financial claims between the two sides

· The Jay Treaty did not provide for freedom of the seas 

· England would not halt the seizure of American ships 

· The Jay Treaty created peace between Britain and the US

IV. The Pinckney Treaty with Spain

· Spain feared an Anglo-American alliance to seize Spanish territories
· The Pinckney Treaty: Mississippi was the western boundary and the 31st parallel as the southern boundary of the US 
· Americans free navigation of the entire Mississippi 
· right of deposit at New Orleans

· the Pinckney Treaty was an American triumph

V. Washington’s Farewell Address
· Washington advised the new nation regarding its future course. 

· He urged relations with all nations but avoiding political entanglements

· Wanted a foreign policy of isolation for these reasons:
· US should not concern itself with Europe’s quarrels 

· US lacked military and naval power 

· might lose its independence if it was defeated in war

· any alliance would endanger national unity

· The US should devote its energy to developing its lands and other natural resources 
