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Volume 3 Edition 1  Spring 

NEWS 

UPCOMING MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

7pm at ArtServe  (3rd Thursday of month) 
NE 14th Ave @ Sunrise Blvd 

• April 19th– SOCIAL EVENT:
TASTE OF ITALY at Café Vico

• June 21st
• August "Candidate's Night": Get to

know your Judicial Candidates (Date
TBD)

• October 18th
• December Holiday Party at J. Mark’ s

(Date TBD)

It is time to renew you membership. 

If you are not currently a member, 

now is a great time to join and  

support your neighborhood 

Your Lake Ridge Civic Association  

has been planting trees,  

working to calm traffic and  

clean up the place we all call home. 

Won’t you join us in making 

OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

a better place to live?  

Hosted  by 

Presents 
6th Annual Fundraiser 

TASTE OF ITALY 
Thursday, April 19th, 2018 

6:00 - 9:00 PM
Hosted by 

1125 N. Federal Highway 

$20.00 Per Person. 

 Includes 1 Glass of Wine or Beer, 

Tapas-Style Appetizers &  

Great Italian Food!  

Raffle Prizes | Pick-A-Prize | Live Music 

$15.00 Advanced Sale 

March 19th – April 18th 
http://6th-annual-taste-of-italy-

2018.eventbrite.com   BUON CIBO   BUON VINO    BUON AMICI 

DON’T FORGET TO GET YOUR TASTE OF ITALY TICKETS! BRING YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS ON APRIL 9TH! 

GET YOUR $15 ADVANCE PRICE TICKETS AT http://6th-annual-taste-of-italy-2018.eventbrite.com  



Page         — Spring 2017   Lake Ridge News   printed on 30% recycled paper   For advertising info (954) 560

U N I T Y   I N   T H E   C O M M U N I T Y U N I T Y   I N   T H E   C O M M U N I T Y 

Page 2 — Spring 2018 Lake Ridge News 

TASTE OF ITALY | Monday, April 19th, 2018 | 6:00 - 9:00 PM | Great Italian Food | Raffle Prizes | Pick-A-Prize | Live Music 

Page          —   Spring 2017   Lake Ridge News printed on 30% recycled paper    For advertising info  (954) 560-8649        

U N I T Y   I N   T H E   C O M M U N I T Y 

We are so pleased to report that the 
Candidates Forum hosted by the     
Council of Fort Lauderdale Civic     
Associations for all the Mayoral and   
Commission District Candidates and 

moderated by Brittany Wallman from the Sun    
Sentinel on January 9th, was a total  success. This was so 
thanks to over 150 residents from District 2 Civic     
Associations that took part in the event. COMING IN     
AUGUST- FORT LAUDERDALE  JUDICIAL CANDIDATE 
FORUM. Once the August Judicial Candidate Forum date 
is determined, we will share it with the community . 
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For many of us, this last 
hurricane season drove 

home the reality of how a    
natural disaster can impact our lives in a blink 
of an eye.  

This is more so for pets, as they often are the 
most vulnerable victims. As a pet parent myself, 
I wanted to find a way to help protect as many 
of our community’s pets as possible.  

So we have designed this 6” X6” Emergency- 
Pets Inside decal for your front window that 
will help alert first responders of the animal 
members of your family inside your home.   

All you have to do is call us at 954-701-0005 
and we’ll happily deliver one as our GIFT to 
you, absolutely FREE! 

March 15th- Mayor Trantalis (Far Left) swearing in your LRCA 
Board (from the far right) Ted Spiliotes, Chris Toomey, Michael 

Albetta, Juliette Rocque, Joan Booz  & Erin Keenan  

Commissioner Dean Trantalis (right) and Vice Mayor Bruce    
Roberts debate the issues at the CFLCA’s Candidates Forum 

Your LRCA President, Michael Albetta (third from the left), at the 
Council of Fort Lauderdale Civic Associations’               

Candidates Forum. 

Go to: http://6th-annual-taste-of-italy-2018.eventbrite.com for your TASTE OF ITALY tickets | $15 advance price / $20 at the door 
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Thank You! 
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Café Vico 

Law Offices of George Castrataro, P.A. 

TASTE OF ITALY | Monday, April 19th, 2018 | 6:00 - 9:00 PM | Great Italian Food | Raffle Prizes | Pick-A-Prize | Live Music 

Page          —   Spring 2017   Lake Ridge News printed on 30% recycled paper    For advertising info  (954) 560-8649        

U N I T Y   I N   T H E   C O M M U N I T Y 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Michael Albetta 

As we approach the month of April and Spring is here, 
there have been many great changes in Lake Ridge. For 
those who are first-time readers of this quarterly 
newsletter, Lake Ridge Civic Association welcomes 
YOU to our community. 

As I mention changes, we have a new Fort Lauderdale 
Police Chief; Lake Ridge welcomes Chief Rick       
Maglione (please see his article).  In March, the voters 
have spoken and we have a new Mayor; Welcome our 
former Commissioner and new Mayor Dean Trantalis 
(please see his article).  We now also have a new City 
Commissioner; We welcome Steve Glassman (please 
see his article). 

In March, Lake Ridge Civic Association has a new 
Board, consisting of Michael Albetta, President; Erin 
Keenan, Vice President; Chris Toomey, Secretary;   
Juliette Rocque, Treasurer; and Board  Members at 
Large, Ted Spiliotes, Joan Booz and Steve Jacobson. 

We have new major street crosswalks along Sunrise 
Blvd from Flagler Drive going east to the Gateway     
intersection with Federal Highway -- over a two       
million dollar project. 

On April 19th, the 6th Annual Taste of Italy will be 

President’s message   ..... Continues on page 10 

Name: ______________________________________________ Telephone:   _____________________________ 

Name: ______________________________________________ Telephone:   _____________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State: ___________________________________________ Zip Code: _______________________________ 

Email Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership:  New     Renewal    Family ($35)      Senior ($20)     Renter ($10)       Business ($50) 

I’d like to help with neighborhood efforts:   ___Public Safety    ___Beautification    ___Traffic    ___Member/Social    ___Other 

The Lake Ridge News is published quarterly:  
March, June, September and November  

and is delivered to all residential and business 
addresses in Lake Ridge. 

Please contact us for advertising rates  
& deadlines for camera-ready art  at 

954-560-8649

 

P.O. Box 4506  

President Michael Albetta 
Vice President Erin Keenan 
Secretary  Chris Toomey 
Treasurer Juliette Rocque 
Board Members At Large Ted Spiliotes 

Joan Booz 
Steve Jacobson 

Central City CRA Rep VACANT
Treescape Chair   Ruben Franco 
Infrastructure Chair Ted Spiliotes
Hospitality Chair Barbara Bennett
District II Representative to Michael Albetta 
Council of Fort Lauderdale 
Civic Associations  

Please note: The views and opinions stated in this  
newsletter are solely those of the authors and do not  
necessarily represent the views of the Board nor the 
members of the Lake Ridge Civic Association. 
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ups and refreshments.  We would do more, but we 
need more. More funds, more involved residents, more 
volunteers. 
Looking forward to seeing YOU at Cafe Vico, on April 
19th from 6-pm. Buon appetito! 

ANTICIPATION 
By Juliette Rocque 

On December 31st we anticipated the start of a 
new year, new beginnings, new  memories, new 
adventures.  The  anticipation of "something good."  
Like the new year, "Taste of Italy is an event that 
comes with hopeful anticipation. Taste of Italy for 
me means a lot of work.  Still It is an anticipatory 
event because it also means that I get to reap joyous 
result. On April 19th, 2018, several neighbors for 
East Point Towers will arrive at approximately 6:20 
pm.  Smiling from ear to ear like children on 
Christmas Eve, full of cheer and ready to enjoy the 
nights festivities.  Soon after a trickle of         
anticipator’s will arrive ready to buy as many raffle 
tickets as they can  handle.  At approximately 6:35, 
the  scrumptious Cafe Vico tapas begin to arrive, 
yum!

Last year, we had a glorious gathering of over 100 
neighbors, City and County officials and staff. We 
were honored by    local  business' who gave us the 
most     wonderful items to raffle. Neighbors 
brought neighbors and friends.  We even had a 
Cafe Vico patron join in our "taste." One of the most 
wonderful donations we revived was from Long 
Time Lake Ridge residents, Rose Napolitano.  She 
supplied the musician who serenaded us the entire 
evening, and he was awesome! 

This year we hope for nothing less. In fact, we hope 
for more.  We anticipate more of our neighbors, 
friends, businesses, City and County elects will join 
us.  Taste of Italy is our only fundraiser, and this is 
what gets the  newsletters out and pays for clean 
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Don’t forget to get your tickets for LRCA’s 

TASTE OF ITALY 
Fundraising Event  

Thursday, April 19th, 2018 
6:00 - 9:00 PM 

Hosted by CAFE VICO 

Go to: http://6th-annual-taste-of-italy-

2018.eventbrite.com  
$15 Advance Price until April 18th 

$20 at the door 
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Lake Ridge News is the Official Publication of the 
www.LakeRidgeCivic.org. 

Advertising Rates and Information 

The Lake Ridge News is published quarterly  serving Lake Ridge 
and its 3500 residents.   

Black & White ad rates are : 
Business Card    $75    (2.25” high x 3.75” wide) 
Quarter Page  $125     (4.75” high x 3.75” wide) 
Half Page     
Horizontal        $225 (4.75” high x 7.75” wide) 
Half Page     
Vertical  $225 (9.25” high x 3.25” wide) 
Full Page  $400 (9.25” high x 7.75” wide) 

Color ad rates are: 
Full Page     
Inside Cover     $600 (7.75” high x 9.25” wide) 
Full Page     
Back Cover       $775  (7.75” high x 9.75” wide) 

Half-page inside cover (color) may be available. Please con-tact 
us for availability.  

We offer discounts for advertisers that make an Annual     
Commitment  or those who have placed ads on a regular basis, 
please contact us for further details.  

Deadlines for camera ready art and prepayment for upcoming 
editions are posted at www.LakeRidgeCivic.org   

Please email camera-ready art work in High Resolution JPEG or 
PDF format to LakeRigdgeNews@gmail.com 

For more information please call 954-524-6873 
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Help the police keep 
OUR   

neighborhood safe.  
CALL     

9-1-1

Go to: http://6th-annual-taste-of-italy-2018.eventbrite.com for your TASTE OF ITALY tickets | $15 advance price / $20 at the door 

http://www.lakeridgecivic.org
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LAKE RIDGE  
CARE & CLEAN UP DAY 

FRIDAY APRIL 27th 
10:00 am 

Volunteers will meet at  
NE 10th Ave. & NE 11th St. 

Join Us! 

Household Hazardous Waste  
Drop-Off Event 
Household Hazardous Waste and Electronics Drop-off 
Events are held throughout the year. City of Fort         
Lauderdale residents may participate in events taking 
place in Fort Lauderdale, Coconut Creek, Coral Springs, 
Lauderdale Lakes, Pompano Beach & Tamarac. The next 
Drop off Event in Fort Lauderdale is: April 7th, 2018 at 
Mills Pond Park from 9 am to 2 pm. 

Residential Refuse Collection 
Guidelines 

To help the City provide safe,  efficient ser-
vice, please follow these rules: 
• Place your carts roadside by 7 a.m. on your
pickup day, but no earlier than 6 p.m. the
evening
prior to your scheduled collection.
• Place your bulk trash pile  roadside by 7
a.m. on your pickup day, but no earlier than
24 hours prior to your scheduled collection.
• The lids on all carts must be able to close
completely.
• When placing carts roadside, make sure the
handles face your property and the lid
openings face the street.
• On the same day, after service, all cart;

must be removed from the roadside and
secured behind the front face of the
property or screened from view.

• Place carts and trash piles at least 2 feet
apart and away from parked cars, fences,

For more info visit www.fortlauderdale.gov/greener-
government/recycling-waste-reduction 

mailboxes, trees, overhead wires, storm 
drains, utility poles, or  other large objects 
so that collection vehicles may safely      
access them. 

• Never place carts in a bike lane.

TASTE OF ITALY | Monday, April 19th, 2018 | 6:00 - 9:00 PM | Great Italian Food | Raffle Prizes | Pick-A-Prize | Live Music 
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A Message From Chief Maglione, Our New Chief of Police 
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STREET 
LIGHT 

OUT ? 

Report non–working 
street lights to   
954-828-8000

THE DALE HOTEL  
By Steve Dolgin 

Secretary & Director 
East Point Towers Condominium, Inc. 

The hotel at 1055 North Federal, across the street 
from East Point Towers Condominium, was a topic of 
interest at LRCA’s March 1st  board meeting.  An       
impressive renovation and expansion of the  property 
is being proposed, and a presentation  describing the 
plans was presented to the board by the attorney for 
the developer, Stambul USA of Wynwood (Miami), 
the company responsible for the beautiful renovation 
and transformation of a 1920s-era Miami building 
into The Langford Hotel, among many other         
respected projects.  A board member and a former 
board member of East Point Towers were also present 
for the presentation.

The hotel has gone through several iterations of late; 
it was AiFL student housing, then became a Clarion 
Inn, is now The Link, and is slated to become The 
Dale Hotel.  The existing structure will be extensively 
and attractively renovated, the pool area enhanced, 
and two small buildings (a one-story and a two-
story) will be added east of the existing         
structure.  These two new buildings will house an 
expanded restaurant, a gym, and a barber 
shop.  Extensive new landscaping will be added         
between the two new buildings and Federal         
Highway.  The intent is to produce a true “resort 
property” for our neighborhood rather than just         
another “me too” motel.

The room count (140) will be unchanged but, to      
accommodate the two new buildings, the developer 
would need to reduce the total number of parking 

spaces from 160 currently to 106.  This is not expected 
to be a problem, however, because most of the hotel 
guests Uber or taxi to the hotel, and the new amenities 
(gym, barber shop, and expanded restaurant) are         
intended to be patronized by only hotel guests and 
neighborhood residents (like us) who would walk to 
the property. 

Reaction at the meeting was quite favorable, with         
attendees welcoming what is expected to be a beautiful 
addition to Lake Ridge! 

Don’t forget to get your tickets for LRCA’s 

TASTE OF ITALY 
Fundraising Event  

Thursday, April 19th, 2018 
6:00 - 9:00 PM 

Hosted by CAFE VICO 

Go to: http://6th-annual-taste-of-italy-

2018.eventbrite.com 
$15 Advance Price until April 18th 

$20 at the door 

Go to: http://6th-annual-taste-of-italy-2018.eventbrite.com for your TASTE OF ITALY tickets | $15 advance price / $20 at the door 
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held at Cafe Vico. Please bring yourself, and invite 
neighbors and friends, too, for a great time, live       
music, delicious food, beautiful atmosphere, as well as 
awesome raffle prizes.  See the enclosed         
announcement. 

It is our intention to inform the Community of  current 
neighborhood happenings, events and issues, in the 
Lake Ridge area.  Renters, homeowners and businesses 
are welcomed to our meetings (see the enclosed         
meeting time and location).

Please join Lake Ridge Civic Association and become 
active in Lake Ridge.  Simply fill out the membership 
form.  Come to our meeting and have delicious Jet's 
Pizza and soft drinks and get informed.

See you at the Taste of Italy, Ciao! Arrivederci! 
Michael 

President’s message   ..... Continued from page 3 
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Immediate Openings For 
Volunteer Opportunities. 

Seeking all cheerful, brilliant, coura-
geous,  
optimistic, devoted, energetic, open-
minded, enthusiasts who are passionate 
about our community.  

Utilize your creative energy and be a 
part of our active civic association volun-
teers that believes in “Unity in the Com-
munity”,  
because “Unity is Strength”.  

Together, we are Committed to enhanc-
ing the well-being of our neighbor-
hood.   

For more information contact: 

• Michael Albetta: al-
bettam@icloud.com or 954-560-8649

• Juliette Rocque: luze052@gmail.com

Don’t forget to get your tickets for LRCA’s 

TASTE OF ITALY 
Fundraising Event  

Thursday, April 19th, 2018 
6:00 - 9:00 PM 

Hosted by CAFE VICO 

Go to: http://6th-annual-taste-of-italy-

2018.eventbrite.com 
$15 Advance Price until April 18th 

$20 at the door 
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A Message From Steve Glassman, Our New Commissioner 
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EMERGENCY 911 

POLICE & FIRE 954-764-HELP
NON-EMERGENCY 954-764-4357

CITY 24-HOUR 
CUSTOMER SERVICE     954-828-8000

CODE COMPLIANCE 954-828-5207

MAYOR JACK SEILER  954-828-5003
Jack.Seiler@fortlauderdale.gov 

CITY COMMISSIONER 
DEAN TRANTALIS  954-828-5923

dtrantalis@fortlauderdale.gov 

CITY HALL INFO 954.828.5000 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
& MAYOR TIM RYAN  954-357-7007

tryan@broward.org 

VOTER REGISTRATION 954-357-7050

Graffiti Hotline 954-828-6402
City Hurricane Emergency 954- 828-8888
FPL Power Outages  800-OUTAGE

TECO/People’s Gas Co 1.877.832.6747 

Broward County 
Emergency Management   954.831.3900 
County Hurricane Hotline  954.831.4000 
TTY Hurricane Hotline  954.831.3940 
Special Needs Registry  954.537.2888 
TTY Special Needs Registry 954.537.2882 
Mass Transit 954.357.8400 

State of Florida 
Emergency Management  850.413.9900 

FEMA   800.621.3362 
National Flood Insurance 888.379.9531 
American Red Cross (So FL)  305.644.1200 

Residential Garbage Pickup  Monday  & Thursday 

Yard Waste and Recycling Pickup  Thursday 

Bulk Trash Pickup 3rd Thursday of the month 

HELPFUL NUMBERS 
TRAFFIC NOTES 

By Bob Oelke 
One of the most vexing traffic situations in Lake Ridge is   
NE 15th Avenue.  It poses many problems: it is a major route 
for cut-through traffic, the large traffic volume splits our 
neighborhood in half,  biking and walking along the avenue 
are uncomfortable. In addition, the opposing   driveways 
between Public and Walgreens create a confusing,          
dangerous approach to Sunrise Blvd.  Addressing these  
challenges is LRCA's  top traffic priority.  

As was reported in the last Lake Ridge News, the city applied 
for a CSLIP grant from the Broward County Metropolitan 
Planning Organization to fund Complete Street        
improvements along NE 15th Avenue.  The MPO received 24 
applications from 14 municipalities across Broward County 
in November.  Our 15th Avenue project -- costing         
approximately $1,055,000 --  ranked the fourth highest of 
those 24, and the MPO Board approved funding in January. 
While final design of the project has not been completed, the 
Complete Street project envisions extending the landscaped 
median and bike lanes -- which currently exists north of 
13th Street -- south to 11th Street, as well as ADA compliant 
sidewalk ramps and pedestrian-scale lighting.  The median 
will provide a safe pedestrian refuge, allowing walkers and 
bikers to safely cross 15th Avenue -- and help knit the two 
halves of the Lake Ridge into one cohesive          
neighborhood. We are also hoping to incorporate additional 
street trees into the plan to provide a more walkable,         
residential streetscape.  The median will also provide us a 
visible location for our neighborhood entryway       
monuments.      

We'll keep working with the city to explore solutions to 
make the Publix/Walgreen entry points safer and less     
confusing. We are making progress, one step at a time. 
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