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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH LC-MS
229 11TH AVENUE WEST

GRINNELL, IA 50112  
OFFICE- 641-236-6691

 OFFICE EMAIL- lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com     
WEBSITE- www.immanuelgrinnell.org

ALL SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE 
SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON OUR FACEBOOK

LET US KNOW...
If you have a change in address, phone or email, have a loved one who is 

or hospitalized, have a new baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if you would 
like a special prayer during the prayers of the church on Sunday, 

please contact Pastor Koepp or the church office.

DO YOU...
have an announcement for the bulletin or newsletter? 

Have a prayer request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? 
If so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the 

bulletin or newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the 
church secretary at lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com

Deadline for submitting in the weekly bulletin is Thursdays by noon. 
Deadline for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
For those of you without email access, please call or submit 

your written request to the church secretary.
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As you read this, you are either in the midst of Christmas celebra-
tion, or in the midst of Epiphany celebration. The season of Epiph-
any is almost seen as an afterthought to Christmas in the minds of 
many. We are familiar with Advent and Christmas, Lent and Easter. 
How does Epiphany fit into the puzzle? 

In the early days of church history, the resurrection of our Lord was 
heralded as the most important day. It was celebrated every week, 
as the believers would gather around God’s word and Sacrament 
in eager anticipation of Christ’s return. As the years marched on, 
Easter became a grand yearly celebration, and times of preparation 
were developed leading up to it (Lent) and celebration after (Eas-
ter Season). Starting in the second century, Christians in the East 
began to observe the birth of Jesus on January 6th. Western Chris-
tians later began to observe the birth of our Lord on December 25th. 
By the end of the fourth century, churches throughout the world 
began to celebrate both of these days on their church calendars. 
The time between December 25 and January 6th was known as the 
12 Days of Christmas. 

In the beginning the church in the East associated the day of Epiph-
any with Christ’s baptism. In the Western church, since Epiphany 
was after their day of celebration of his birth on December 25th, 
they associated it with the visit of the wise men—the first manifesta-
tion of Christ to the Gentiles. As the church year developed, several 
“firsts” of Christ’s ministry were associated with what is now known 
as the Epiphany season.

The day of Epiphany is always January 6. The length of the Epiph-
any Season varies from year to year, as it is dependent upon the 
date of Easter—if Easter is early, Epiphany is shorter. There is a 
rather interesting aspect to the season as it is marked by two differ-
ent liturgical colors. 
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It begins and end with white, which are the colors of festivity. As 
a bridge from Jesus birth to His suffering, crucifixion and death, it 
shows Jesus’ living life as God in the flesh. We trace some impor-
tant events from His baptism to His transfiguration. For the Sundays 
between these two events, the color is green; the same color during 
the Trinity Season in which we mark ordinary time. 

A key aspect of Epiphany is contemplation over Jesus, who lived as 
an ordinary man, like each of us; and yet He was at the same time 
fully God. The term epiphany captures the idea of a moment of rev-
elation, or a realization of some aspect affecting our lives; an eye-
opening tick of time where all the pieces come together and it just 
makes sense. During the Epiphany Season, the key aspects of are 
not our moments of realization; rather, they are His revealing Him-
self to us. 

The illuminating knowledge of Christ is the point of the texts read 
during the Epiphany season. We begin with the coming of the Magi, 
bringing gifts that proclaim to the world the very work of the Christ-
child. Gold proclaims His kingly office and His divinity. Frankincense 
proclaims the sacrifice He was to offer upon the cross. Myrrh pro-
claims He was to die; die to destroy the power of sin, death, and the 
devil.

Following the coming of the Magi, we read of Christ’s baptism. As 
He descends into the waters, He bears our iniquities. He takes our 
sins upon Himself, so that in our baptism He may bestow His life 
upon us. 

Next, we read of Jesus’ first miracle at the wedding at Cana. He 
demonstrates that not only does He have power over the natural 
forces of the world, He also upholds the honor of marriage. Why? 
Because He uses the marriage relationship to teach us something 
about His relationship to us, His bride, the Church.

This year we will hear of several other epiphanies, as well as how 
these are lived and expressed through the words and lives of Pe-
ter’s confession and Paul’s conversion. The Last Sunday of the 
Epiphany Season is in February this year, but for the sake brief 
thoroughness, on that day, we read of Jesus’ transfiguration.
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In a few brief moments, the veil of humanity is lifted and the disci-
ples behold the glory of Christ; they will need this strength to make 
it through the events of Holy Week. As they watch Jesus suffer, 
they know He will come again in glory. 

This is a wonderful time of the Church Year. Following the heels of 
Christmas and living in its afterglow, we are ever in need of the re-
membrance just who Christ is. He is God in the flesh. He was born. 
He lived a human life, was tempted and never failed. He suffered, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He rose again from the dead, 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. All of this so that we may be His own, and live under Him 
in His Kingdom for all eternity. 

+Soli Deo Gloria+

Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp

Hymn ‘Songs of Thankfulness and Praise’				   LSB 394

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 
1807–85, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93
Text and tune: Public domain
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Thank you to everyone at Immanuel who donated 
to the MICA Food and Personal Care Drive! 

We gave 352 items weighing 316 pounds to MICA!

The staff at MICA and many fellow citizens are 
very appreciative of your generosity. 

Thanks to Darlo & Dianna Kelting and 
Roger & June Routier 

for boxing and delivering these items!

The Board of Evangelism
Dianna K.
June R.
Bev H.
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MEMORY WORK SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY

5th & 6th Grades Memory Work
January 7	 Third Article and Meaning

January 14	 Third Article and Meaning

January 21	 Third Article and Meaning

January 28	 Third Article and Meaning

7th & 8th Grades Memory Work
January 7	 Baptism: Part IV and Meaning

January 14	 Confession: What is Confession? What sins should 		
			   we confess? Which are these?

January 21	 Confession: What is Confession? What sins should 		
			   we confess? Which are these?

January 28	 Office of the Keys: What is the Office of the Keys? 		
			   Where is this written? What do you believe according 		
			   to these words?
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship

“And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making 
all things new. Also, He said, ‘Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true” (Revelation 21:5).

In January there is a great deal of “new” talk. Parties are held to 
ring in the “new” year. “New” year’s resolutions are made to set a 
“new” course of life in the “new” year. There is date forgetfulness as 
checks and other forms are filled out without using the “new” year 
on the dateline. 

We use all this “new” talk because there is very often so much 
wrong with the old in us. We think back to the “new” resolutions 
from the previous year that only lasted a few weeks. That “new” 
person did not shed any pounds and instead, picked up a few. The 
“new” habits of going to the gym were soon replaced by even more 
time on the couch binging on Netflix. The “new” person who does 
not lose their temper, use sarcasm as a lethal weapon and spend 
more money that necessary, but who worships, prays and serves 
the Lord and the neighbor, never seemed to stick around. We need 
“new” talk because the Old Adam is alive and well within every one 
of us. 

But this promise of “new” is a matter of stewardship. It is the Lord 
Himself who makes the promise of all things being new. These 
words recorded by St. John are not pious wishes or hopeless prom-
ises. They do what they say. YOU, that one baptized into Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, are NEW! These words are indeed trust-
worthy and true. This “new” comes to you in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It comes free of charge, even without our prayer. 



This stewardship of “new” is not a vague, someday kind of steward-
ship either. You are NEW now! Forgiven. Reborn from above. The 
old is gone, nailed to Calvary’s cross and buried and rotting in a 
tomb that was only borrowed by Jesus for His resurrection rest. The 
Gospel is what makes us NEW every morning. Remembering your 
baptism, you are new. Confessing your sins and receiving absolu-
tion makes you new. Hearing the Gospel filling your ears makes 
you new. Feasting on Christ’s body and blood in the Holy Supper 
makes you new. 

These mercies, totally undeserved as they are, are entrusted to us 
to steward TODAY even as we long for the Last Day. But we know 
how often we fail in this stewardship. We hoard God’s creation as if 
it belongs to us. We belittle and devalue our neighbor because they 
look or sound or act in a way that we do not like. We seek to make 
the Holy Word of God softer and more palatable for those, or even 
ourselves, who refuse to confess sin as sin and repent. We value 
our comfort over truth, our reputation over faithfulness and our trea-
sure over making sure that people get to hear of the Jesus who has 
done so much for the world and us. 

We, as stewards of the Gospel, need to be made new every day. 
This is exactly what the Lord does. We failed in stewardship of the 
Gospel last year, so He gives us a new year. We failed in steward-
ship of the Gospel yesterday, and He gives us a new day. We failed 
in stewardship of the Gospel in the last few minutes, and yet in 
mercy our newness comes with each tick of the clock! Because that 
is how the Lord works. 

As we see this working of all new things in us, it then calls us to be 
stewards of this newness to the world. This starts right in our own 
homes. It radiates out to our neighbors. It beams out from our con-
gregations. This newness is teamed at the circuit, district and Syn-
od levels all to shine the newness of the Gospel to those who need 
it. 

Your new talk starts in the newness of the Gospel. Steward this 
treasure in this new year and this new day. It starts with a new you 
in Jesus. This is indeed trustworthy and true.
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DARTBALL SCHEDULE 2026
(ALL GAMES BEGIN AT 7 P.M.) 

HOME TEAM LISTED FIRST 

MONDAY JANUARY 5TH

WILLIAMSBURG 2-GRINNELL 
MARENGO-WILLIAMSBURG 1 

LINCOLN-BYE 

MONDAY JANUARY 12TH

WILUAMSBURG 2-MARENGO 
GRINNELL-LINCOLN 

WILLIAMSBURG 1-BYE 

MONDAY JANUARY 19TH

MARENGO-GRINNELL 
LINCOLN-WILLIAMSBURG 1 

WILLIAMSBURG 2-BYE 

MONDAY JANUARY 26TH

LINCOLN-WILLIAMSBURG 2 
WILLIAMSBURG 1-GRINNELL 

MARENGO-BYE 

MONDAY FEBRUARY 2ND

MARENGO-LINCOLN 
WILLIAMSBURG 2-WILLIAMSBURG 1 

GRINNELL-BYE 

MONDAY FEBRUARY grH

GRINNELL-WILLIAMSBURG 2 
WILLIAMSBURG 1-MARENGO 

LINCOLN-BYE 

MONDAY FEBRUARY 16TH

MARENGO-WILLIAMSBURG 2 
LINCOLN-GRINNELL 

WILLIAMSBURG 1-BYE 

MONDAY FEBRUARY 23RD

GRINNELL-MARENGO 
WILLIAMSBURG 1-LINCOLN 

WILLIAMSBURG 2-BYE 

MONDAY MARCH 2ND

WILLIAMSBURG 2-LINCOLN 
GRINNELL-WILLIAMSBURG 1 

MARENGO-BYE 

MONDAY MARCH gm 

LINCOLN-MARENGO 
WILLIAMSBURG 1-WILLIAMSBURG 2 

GRINNELL-BYE 

MONDAY MARCH 16TH_MAKE UP NIGHT IF NEEDED 

SUNDAY MARCH 22-TOURNAMENT AT LINCOLN 1 P.M. START 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgzQdzcwJWnRBcMnDhMWPwMjRsLSF?projector=1&messagePartld=0.1 1/1 
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THU, FEB 5  |  IOWA STATE CAPITOL

Join the Movement  |  10:30 AM - 2:00 PM  |  Iowa State Capitol
EVERY life is precious! Join the Iowa Coalition of Pro-Life Leaders at the
Iowa State Capitol for a day of prayer, education, and advocacy.

IOWA
PRAYER RALLY
FOR LIFE

2026

Learn to Lobby  | 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM | Room TBD
Your voice matters. Veteran lobbyists will equip you with practical tools to
confidently engage legislators and advocate for life-affirming policies.

Lobby Your Legislators  |  1:00 PM - 2:00 PM
Meet with legislators to encourage, pray with, and advocate for life-affirming legislation, including:
Life at Conception, Black Market Abortion, and support for mothers through the MOMS Bill.

Prayer Rally for Life  |  12 :00 PM - 1:00 PM  |  Rotunda

Exhibitors  &  Pro-Life Resources |  10:45 AM - 11:45 AM  |  Rotunda

Invited speakers include: Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds, Iowa Attorney General Brenna Bird,
Iowa Representative Jon Dunwell, and other governmental, faith, and pro-life leaders.

Connect with pro-life organizations from across Iowa offering resources,
information, and meaningful ways to get involved.
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