
September 13, 2020 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE: Creating God Your Fingers Trace 
 
MEDITATION 

PSALM 96 
A new song for the Lord! 
Sing it and bless God’s name, 
everyone, everywhere! 
Tell the whole world 
God’s triumph day to day, 
God’s Glory, God’s wonder. 

A noble God deserving praise, 
the dread of other gods, 
the puny gods of pagans; 
for our God made the heavens— 
the Lord of majestic light 
who fills the temple with beauty. 

Proclaim the Lord, you nations, 
praise the glory of God’s power, 
praise the glory of God’s name! 
Bring gifts to the temple, 
bow down, all the earth, 
tremble in God’s holy presence. 

Tell the nations, “The Lord rules!” 
As the firm earth is not swayed, 
nothing can sway God’s judgement. 
Let the heaven and earth be glad, 
the sea and sea creatures roar, 
the field and its beasts exult. 

Then let the trees of the forest sing 
before the coming of the Lord, 
who comes to judge the nations, 
to set the earth aright, 
restoring the world to order. 



 
GATHERING SONG: Earth and All Stars! (ELW 731) 



 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains 
us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for self-reflection. 
 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own 
ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your 
gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our 
transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God 
proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ. Led by the 
Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY -  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray.  
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore 
you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
  



CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Kyrie eleison  (W&P 81) 

 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

THE WORD: Genesis 2:4-7,15-17;3:1-9  
In the day that the Lord GOD made the earth and the heavens, 5when no 
plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet 
sprung up — for the Lord GOD had not caused it to rain upon the earth, 
and there was no one to till the ground; 6but a stream would rise from 
the earth, and water the whole face of the ground — 7then the Lord GOD 
formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and the man became a living being. 15The Lord GOD 
took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 
16And the Lord GOD commanded the man, "You may freely eat of every 
tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die." 

1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the 
LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not 
eat from any tree in the garden'?" 2The woman said to the serpent, "We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, 'You shall 
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor 
shall you touch it, or you shall die.'" 4But the serpent said to the woman, 
"You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took 
of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with 
her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths 
for themselves. 
8They heard the sound of the Lord GOD walking in the garden at the time 
of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord GOD among the trees of the garden. But the LORD 
God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" 

Word of God,  
word of life. 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD: Softly and Tenderly 
Sigrun Payne, Voice – Alexia Payne, Violin 

CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke 
 



SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: God, When Human Bonds Are Broken (ELW 603) 

 
 
APOSTLES' CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church 
throughout the world; make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith 
through the relationships built up in Christian Education and Bible studies. 
Nurture new ministries of education and growth. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. 
Have compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought 
ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your 
world. We lift all the communities that are suffering during the outbreak 
of so many wildfires. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. 
Settle our hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our 
leaders with patience and wisdom. We especially ask your blessing on our 
protests against racial and economic injustice. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for 
all who are oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced 
labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard 
refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our 
tongues when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. 
Make this congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all 
our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those 
who have showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow 
to you and the tongues that taught us to praise you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to 
your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERTORY 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these 
gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish 
us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 
midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
Mothering God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into 
the way of truth and life. 
Amen. 
 



SENDING SONG: You Fill All Creation 



 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE: For the Beauty of the Earth 
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