To prepare for a safe fishing adventure, visit
www.boatingsafety.gc.ca and www.coldwaterboot

ATTENTION: SMALL COMMERCIAL
VESSEL OPERATORS

Did you know that you are required to have your
small commercial vessels registered with Transport
Canada and meet the safety requirements of the
Canada Shipping Act, 2001?
Here’s how to do it:
Transport Canada has developed the user-friendly, Small
Vessel Self-Inspection and Monitoring Program for all
small non-pleasure vessels, less than 15 gross tons.
You can register for this user-friendly program by:
1. Requesting a Self Inspection package and
performing a self-assessment of your vessel.
2. Notifying Transport Canada of your results.
3. Correcting any safety deficiencies identified.
Upon successful completion of the Self-Inspection
Package, you will be issued a Blue Decal identifying your
vessel as meeting the program requirements.
You must then complete self-inspections annually to
receive completion stickers.
To get more information and request a Self-Inspection
Package, contact:
Transport Canada Marine
#4- 5583 Airport Way
Kelowna, B.C. V1V 1S1
Phone: 250-491-3714
Complete a full self-inspection every year to receive
completion stickers demonstrating your commitment to
safety.

ATTENTION : EXPLOITANTS DE
PETITS NAVIRES COMMERCIAUX

Saviez-vous que vous devez immatriculer votre petit
navire commercial auprès de Transports Canada et
que celui-ci doit satisfaire aux exigences de sécurité
en vertu de la Loi de 2001 sur la marine marchande
du Canada?
Voici comment procéder :
Transports Canada a élaboré un programme convivial
de surveillance et d’auto-inspection des petits bâtiments,
pour les petits bâtiments autres que les embarcations de
plaisance inférieures à 15 tonneaux.
Vous pouvez vous inscrire à ce programme convivial en :
1. demandant une trousse d’auto-inspection et en
effectuant une auto-évaluation de votre navire;
2. avisant Transports Canada de vos résultats;
3. corrigeant tout manquement à la sécurité.
Une fois que vous aurez complété avec succès l’autoinspection, une vignette bleue identifiant votre navire et
attestant que celui-ci satisfait aux exigences du
programme vous sera émise.
Vous devrez par la suite procéder à une auto-inspection
annuelle pour recevoir votre vignette.
Pour obtenir plus d’information et pour demander une
trousse d’auto-inspection, veuillez vous adresser à :
Transports Canada, Maritime
N° 4- 5583 Airport Way
Kelowna (C.-B.) V1V 1S1
Téléphone : 250-491-3714
Faites chaque année une auto-inspection complète de
votre navire afin d’obtenir une vignette qui précise que
le bâtiment a été inspecté et que la sécurité vous tient à
coeur.
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Perfect Polishing

R e s to r e Yo u r
Fa d e d G e lcoat
With a little cutting, polishing and waxing, you can bring old,
weathered gelcoat back from the dead
>

I

Story and photos by Peter A. Robson

thought it couldn’t be done. When I asked

Gary Wedemeyer, a product training specialist with 3M Canada, for help with
an article on restoring gelcoat finishes, I figured I’d give him the ultimate
challenge. I owned a 30-plus-year-old Frontiersman canoe salvaged from the
scrap heap. Structurally it was sound, but visually it was awful. For five years or so
(and perhaps since it was new) it had sat out in the weather year-round. Its dull redorange finish was almost black and covered in leaves and dirt with deep scratches
right through the gelcoat. I figured if Wedemeyer could bring it back to life, it would
be worth me trying to do the same on my equally old fibreglass cruiser.

Above The old Frontiersman
canoe had sat outdoors neglected
for many years. (Inset) A close-up
showing the scratches, dirt, mold and
grime that had accumulated over
years of neglect.
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Stewart Jones of Protech Yacht Services
in North Vancouver generously allowed us
to use his shop (it was raining, freezing and
miserable outside), and within a few hours
the canoe was completely transformed. The
portions we worked on glistened like new
with a rich, deep finish. Wedemeyer had
shown it really was possible to bring gelcoat
back from the dead.

Accessing the Paint Wedemeyer
explained that the first step is to evaluate
the condition of the existing finish. If it is
glossy, water beads well and there aren’t

swirl marks (tiny scratches that appear in
a circular pattern when a light is shined on
the surface), then the surface can simply be
waxed for continued protection.
However, once the finish loses its gloss,
water doesn’t bead on the surface or there
are swirls, then more attention is required.
A dull finish means the gelcoat has lost its
protection from the elements and the gelcoat has oxidized. In extreme cases old gelcoat can wear down to the point where it is
transparent, patchy or the fibreglass cloth
is visible. In these cases, repainting is the
only option. As Wedemeyer put it, “You can

Below Notice the difference after a good
scrubbing with soap and a scouring pad.
The only reason the hull is shiny is because
it is still wet. When water doesn’t bead
off the surface it is because there are no
longer any oils protecting the finish.

Right Gary Wedemeyer demonstrates
how to remove
excess wool on a
new pad by running
his fingers through
the fibres while the
polisher is operated
at low speed.
Left Note the dull
finish of the gelcoat.
This is an example
of badly oxidized
gelcoat.
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only do what the paint will allow you to do.”
The good news is that in most cases, oxidized gelcoat can be brought back to life
through the proper use of rubbing compounds, polishes and wax.

Washing The next step is to thoroughly
wash the boat with a boat soap. If necessary,
use a stain and/or mildew remover for those
spots that don’t clean up with soap. Household dishwashing liquid should not be used
on painted surfaces. They are formulated to
dissolve oils and grease and can strip off the
layer of protective wax.

However, if the hull is heavily oxidized, it
won’t matter what you use because the wax
coating is long gone.
Rinse well and use a chamois or cloth
to dry the surface to remove any lingering
residue before using a rubbing compound,
polish or wax.

Rubbing Compounds and Polish

There is a wide range of pre-waxing abrasive products available to remove heavy
oxidation. The higher the content of abrasive material, the deeper it will penetrate
into the gelcoat finish. Cut polishes (rubbing compounds), such as 3M’s Super
Duty Rubbing Compound, contain the
most abrasives. Cut polishes are best for
removing heavily oxidized paint and to fix
defects in the finish. Polishes such as 3M’s
Finishing Compound, contain the least
and are particularly effective at removing
swirl marks and bringing back the lustre
of the paint. They have more oils than cut
polish, enhance the gloss of the finish and
are good at removing fine defects. There
are also one-part products, such as 3M’s
Compound and Finishing Material, that
fall between the two. All are designed to
remove loose paint and minor defects and
to enhance a dull finish. It should be noted
that rubbing compounds and polishes do
not protect the finish so it is essential to
wax the surface as the last step.
The important thing to remember is to
use the least abrasive product that will still
do the job. If the product is too aggressive
it will remove more of the finish than is
necessary and result in extra, unnecessary
labour. Wedemeyer suggests first experimenting by hand on a small, inconspicuous
section of the hull.
In our case, on one section of the hull we
used rubbing compound followed by polish,
then wax. On another, we used the onestep system followed by wax. On a third
section, we used 3M Restorer Wax, which
is made up of a small amount of abrasive
material and a finishing wax. It is designed
for finishes with only minimal oxidation
and is a single-step cleaning/waxing process. The restorer resulted in a nice bright
shine, but it didn’t give the deep lustre of
the other products; the gelcoat was too
damaged. However, the one-step cut/polish
appeared to provide the equivalent finish as
the two-step product so we carried on with
it. Had either of the other products made a
noticeable difference, we would have stuck
with it. While it is a bit tricky to know what
products will work best ahead of time—

Delta Marine Service Ltd.
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• Electrical - Installation and service
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• Fiberglass and gelcoat
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and no one wants to buy a boatload of different products—Wedemeyer says it is the
best way to make sure you have the correct
solution and may result in saving a lot of
elbow grease over the long run.

Tools While it is possible to cut, polish
and wax by hand, it is extremely hard work
to do it well. According to Wedemeyer, a
variable speed rotary polisher is the best
tool because it can be used for cutting, polishing and waxing, and will give the best
finish. An orbital buffer can be used, but
only for polishing and waxing as orbital
buffers do not have variable speeds or the
action required to remove heavily oxidized
paint. While they can be rented, in the end,
Wedemeyer says it is smart to invest in a
good quality variable speed rotary electric
polisher that you can use again and again.
You’ll also need a backup pad to mount the
pads to the polisher. Wedemeyer prefers
Left Note the rough nap on the microfibre cloth (left) compared to an old t-shirt.
T-shirts tend to spread rather than remove
loose material.
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the ones with Velcro, which make it faster
to change between pads.

Pads Wool pads should be used for applying rubbing compounds and polishes as
they have a rougher surface and provide
for the deepest cutting. Wool pads come in
different grades for cutting and polishing.
Before using a wool pad, it is important to
get rid of the loose/excess wool. Put the pad
on the polisher, mist it with water, turn it
on at low speed and run your fingers, or a
tool known as a spur, through the pad until
all loose bits of wool have been shed.
Foam pads should always be used for
waxing. They can also be used for polishing, but aren’t aggressive enough for cutting. Foam pads are designed to bring up
the lustre in the paint and are also good for
removing minor swirl marks with polish.
Wedemeyer prefers foam pads with waffled
finishes, and says they work best because
they run cooler than flat pads.
Cloths Microfibre cloths are much more
effective than old cloths and t-shirts. Cotton rags are flat and their surface is quickly

clogged. They tend to wipe residue instead
of removing it. Microfibre cloths have a
much rougher surface and do a much better
job of picking up residue.

Application

Never apply cutting compounds, polish or wax in direct sunlight.
This will dry out the product before it can
soak into the surface. It is similar to cleaning a ceramic stovetop. If you try to scrub it
when warm or hot, the cleaning material
will dry before it can be effective. The surface should be cool. Morning or evenings
are best, or work on the shady side of the
boat as the day progresses. Whether applying rubbing compound, polish or wax, apply
sparingly—about 2 tablespoons at a time, to
the centre of the pad. Most people tend to
use far too much. More isn’t better.
Press the polisher against the surface
before turning it on. Start off slowly. If
using rubbing compound, increase the
speed to between 1,400 and 1,800 rpm,
whatever feels and works the best. If polishing, the speed should be between 1,000 and
1,200 rpm. Remember, the faster you go,
the more the surface will heat up and the

faster the compound will dry out. The pad
should be kept flat to the surface or at most
angled a few degrees. Apply a fair amount
of downward pressure to the polisher and
move it very slowly across the surface in an
up-and-down or side-to-side motion.
As polishers have a fair amount of torque,
it is easier if you lock your arms against
your body and move your body instead of
your arms. You should work an area of a
few square feet at a time. Ideally, you want
to make sure there is always a thin film
between the pad and the surface to prevent
hazing and overheating. Polish until you
see the shine coming up to the surface. The
idea is to polish the polish, not polish the
product until dry.
When using cutting compounds or polish, be sure to keep the pads away from corners, sharp edges and deep grooves (such
as for cove stripes). Otherwise the pads
can burn through the gelcoat. These areas
should be taped off and then done later
by hand, working lengthwise, not across
the sharp edges. After cutting or polishing
a section, be sure to wipe down the surface with a cloth dampened with a boat
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detailing spray to remove any excess material. If the pad becomes caked with material, let it dry, and then run your fingers, or
a spur, through the slowly spinning pad to
clean off the excess.

Waxing

Above After the initial
application of rubbing
compound and a wipe
down with detailing spray,
the hull already looks 100
percent better.
Below After waxing, the
hull looks almost new. The
scratches were severe (right
through the gelcoat, so only
repainting could repair them.
An amazing transformation.

A good quality boat wax is
essential to protect the gelcoat from elements. There are many brands and formulations but Wedemeyer insists you get what
you pay for. Better products will likely have
better ingredients and the wax will last longer. However, any type of wax protection is
better than no protection at all.
Be sure to carefully wipe down the surface with detailing spray and cloths before
waxing. Use the softest waffle finish foam
pad you can find. Apply the wax to the pad
sparingly. Wedemeyer suggests about a
tablespoon at a time. The idea is to apply
only a very thin layer of wax. Too much and
it will end up being wiped off and wasted.
Polish out the wax the same way you
would with cutting compounds and polishes. However, use a lighter touch and
keep the speed of the polisher down to
1,000 rpm.
Again, don’t over-polish to the point
where the wax gets dry and white. Stop
buffing while still wet and then finish-wipe
each section with a microfibre cloth to
remove dried wax before moving on.

Upkeep To help maintain that wax coat,
every time you wash the boat, do so with a
good quality boat wash that contains wax.
Wedemeyer suggests a boat stored outdoors
should be waxed two to three times a year—
especially flat surfaces, as they will wear
more than the topsides. When water stops
beading nicely on the finish, it’s time to
bring out the wax.
While cleaning, polishing and waxing
may not be everyone’s favourite pastime,
a good cut and wax job should only take a
single day. And the perfect time to hit the
topsides is during spring haulout when the
boat is up on the ways. The rewards of seeing a dull, oxidized finish come up gleaming
is definitely worth the effort.
I started out being skeptical, but was
given renewed hope after seeing the stunning difference in the finish of the canoe
after only a few simple steps. I’ve fallen
back in love with my canoe and have promised myself never to let the finish go again.
Now I can’t wait to make the transformation to my cruiser.
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Above Super Duty Rubbing Compound
and Finishing Compound are two pre-waxing products recommended by 3M for the
most seriously degraded gelcoat finishes.

2010

Above 3M’s Imperial Compound and
Finishing Material is a one-step pre-waxing
product for hulls that aren’t as seriously degraded. This was the product that
worked best for the canoe.

Pacific
Yachting ‘s
tribute to the late,
great Canadian
cooking guru,

James Barber!

Above The last step was waxing with
3M’s Liquid wax with Scotchgard. According to Wedemeyer, soft, waffled-surface
foam pads will give the best finish.

Only
$9.95

F o r M o r e I n f o r m at i o n

For more information on the myriad
of products available, visit your local
marine store, check out the selection
and ask their experts. Alternately, all the
major manufacturers of wax products
have their own websites and many have
detailed product guides and application
suggestions specific to their products
and product selection guides.
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