2 Corinthians 12:1-9 July 27, 2025

In this reading Paul tells of both exaltation and infirmity, and the discovery of a strength that
comes through weakness. The Corinthians wanted to boast of their revelations and visions.
Well, Paul knows a man (he means himself) who once had an ecstatic experience. God has,
however, revealed something still more important to him; that the divine power comes to its
full strength when acting through human frailty. Hear now these words from Paul’s letter to
the Corinthians.

I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions and
revelations from the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to
the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know - God

knows. And I know that this man - whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know,
but God knows - was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, things that no one
is permitted to tell. I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except
about my weaknesses. Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because |
would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted
by what I do or say, or because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to
keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to
torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to

me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I
will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Revelation 21:10-27

In this reading John the Seer presents a vision of the new Jerusalem, the paradise of God. The city
has no need of a temple or of a sun or moon, for it is enlightened by the very glory of God and the
lamp of the Lamb, who is Jesus. It will be a place of purity and abundance for the saints. As in the
Garden of Eden, here will be found the river and the tree of life. Hear now these words from the
book of Revelation.

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy
City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. It shone with the glory of God, and its
brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great,
high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the
names of the twelve tribes of Israel. There were three gates on the east, three on the north,
three on the south and three on the west. The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on
them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and
its walls. The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with
the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long. The angel
measured the wall using human measurement, and it was 144 cubits thick. The wall was made
of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. The foundations of the city walls were
decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second
sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth ruby, the seventh
chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth turquoise, the eleventh jacinth, and the
twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The
great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass.

I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its

temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it
light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth
will bring their splendor into it. On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no



night there. The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure will
ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

This is the word of the Lord. May the reading and the hearing of your word inform our
minds, comfort our souls and guide our feet.



