Project Overview
Ten West Link transmission project is a proposed electrical interconnection that will transmit reliable, economic
and environmentally-friendly electric energy between California and Arizona, bringing electric system benefits to
the Desert Southwest – one of America’s fastest growing regions.
The Project will provide a reliable 500kV transmission connection between substations in Tonopah, Arizona and
Blythe, California. The U.S. Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Preferred Alternative Route (PAR) spans 125
miles and is mostly located within BLM-designated utility corridors or parallel to existing infrastructure. Of the
125-mile route, 64% is on BLM-managed public lands, 20% is on private land, 15% is on state land, and 1% is on
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation-managed public lands. The PAR uses DOE’s Energy Corridor, avoids the Kofa National
Wildlife Refuge and major population centers.
On July 10, 2015, the California Independent System Operator (CAISO) selected DCR Transmission LLC, a joint
venture lead by Starwood Energy Group Global, Inc., to lead the project. Once completed, the Project will be
under operational control of CAISO and will provide economic, reliability and public policy benefits to California
and Arizona.
This map identifies BLM’s PAR identified in the Final Environmental Impact Study and published in the Federal
Register on September 13, 2019.

Why is this Project in the
Public Interest?
Strengthens Regional Reliability

Ten West Link will strengthen the regional transmission system in Arizona and California by adding new capacity
and alleviating grid congestion. A larger, more robust transmission system will improve supply reliability and
create a more resilient transmission grid for energy consumers throughout the Southwest.

Reduces Costs to Energy Consumers

Because Ten West Link will improve the grid’s ability to transport energy between supply hubs and demand
centers, competition among energy suppliers may increase thereby reducing energy costs to customers in the
region. In addition, Ten West Link will facilitate the development, integration and energy delivery of renewable
energy resources, thereby increasing the supply of renewable energy available to satisfy renewable energy
standards in a cost-effective manner.

Promotes Regional Economic Development

The Project, and the new energy resource development it may facilitate, will provide regional economic benefits
by adding new jobs and enhancing property tax revenues.

Enhances Operational Flexibility

By strengthening the bulk transmission network between Arizona and California, Ten West Link helps strengthen
a diverse transmission network that affords transmission system operators in both states the operational
flexibility to redirect power flows under normal and irregular conditions.

Increases Emergency Support

Among other benefits, this operational flexibility increases emergency support from Balancing Authorities in the
event of a generation or transmission outage, or in cases of natural disasters.

Facilitates Renewable and Storage
Resources

Ten West Link will create new transmission
infrastructure that will facilitate the development of
new renewable energy and energy storage
resources. This has the public policy benefit of
helping Arizona and California achieve their
respective renewable energy goals.

Conserves Resources

Ten West Link will use developed transmission or
utility corridors wherever possible, thereby
minimizing visual, environmental, cultural, and other
impacts, while maximizing the use of existing access
roads and infrastructure.

State Renewable Energy Requirements
AZ

15%Renewable
by 2025

CA

60% Renewable
by 2030
100% Carbon Free
by 2045
DataSource:DSIRE

While Ten West Link is not connected to the development of
any particular energy generation projects, the study area
includes multiple high-quality renewable resource areas where
generation development is likely to occur.

Project Team
Ten West Link is being developed by DCR Transmission LLC, a joint venture led by Starwood Energy Group Global,
Inc.. The DCR Transmission team leading Ten West Link is comprised of industry leaders with extensive expertise in
developing, permitting, financing, constructing, owning, and managing large energy infrastructure projects,
including regulated and merchant transmission lines.

DCR Transmission Team
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jason Crew, Project Executive
Ali Amirali, Senior Vice President
Mike Argentine, Executive Advisor
Anik Gandhi, Vice President of Finance
Lowell Rogers, Project Manager
Lela Jgerenaia, Project Coordinator
Emilio Rodriguez, Project Engineer
Randy Schulze, Environmental Lead

Consulting Team
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

HDR, environmental and land
Copper State Consulting Group, public engagement (Arizona)
Kearns & West, public engagement (California)
Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie, tribal relations
Sargent & Lundy, owner’s engineer
Morgan Lewis, counsel (California)
Osborn Maledon, counsel (Arizona)

Construction Team

DCR Transmission has partnered with EC Source, a large Arizona-based construction firm with extensive experience
in the Southwest region, to provide engineering, procurement and construction services for the Project.

Starwood Energy Group Global, Inc.

Starwood Energy is a private investment firm that specializes in energy infrastructure investments. The Starwood
Energy team brings extensive development, construction, operations, acquisition and financing expertise to its
investments, focusing on the natural gas and renewable power generation, energy storage, biomass and
transmission sectors.

Project Timeline
2015

Public Engagement, Project Routing, Initiation
of Permitting
•
•
•
•

DCR Transmission received project award (7/15)
Public engagement to inform route development
Early public meetings to share information and receive input on potential route
alternatives
Filed U.S. SF-299 application (10/15)

2015-2020 Federal, State and Local Permitting Processes
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

BLM initiated NEPA process (federal environmental review)
Public scoping meetings held under NEPA
Started CPCN process with CPUC
BLM issued Draft EIS (8/18) and Final EIS (9/19)
ACC CEC permitting process begins (12/19)
Federal ROD from BLM expected late 2019
CPUC permitting process 2020
Ongoing permitting with federal/state/local governments/agencies
Ongoing public outreach and engagement

2018-2020

Land Acquisition, Engineering and Design

2020-2021

Construction, Testing and Commissioning

2021

•
•
•

•
•

Select engineering, procurement and construction partner
Complete project engineering and design
Acquire land and ROW

Project construction starts late 2020
Project testing and commissioning late 2021

Line in Service

Project Siting & Design
Siting Philosophy and Planning

The selection of Ten West Link’s route through the NEPA environmental review process was guided by an
approach to minimize impacts by following existing corridors wherever possible.

The approach includes:
•
•
•
•
•

Working within, or next to, existing corridors (such as roads/highways, transmission lines and pipelines)
Minimizing overall impacts to sensitive environmental/cultural areas (wildlife areas, sensitive riparian
zones, and other areas of environmental or cultural concern) by avoiding sensitive areas and paralleling
existing linear facilities
Incorporating information from existing federal and state energy and land use planning efforts
Working closely with interested stakeholders and land managers to understand and, where possible, avoid
or minimize impacts to sensitive areas
Considering sensitive resources during engineering design, construction and future operations and
maintenance

Project Design

Ten West Link will be high-voltage (500kV), and wherever feasible, use a combination of structures similar to
existing transmission lines. Below are representative structures (from left to right: H frame, guyed lattice, tangent
lattice, monopoles).

Project Permitting
Ten West Link will undergo multiple comprehensive permitting and approval processes.

Federal

The U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is the lead federal agency charged with ensuring that the project
complies with National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements. BLM is coordinating with these and
potentially other federal entities:
•
•
•
•
•

Colorado River Indian Tribes
Federal Aviation Administration
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense

•
•
•
•

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Western Area Power Administration

State: Arizona and California

Ten West Link’s development team will coordinate with the following state-level permitting and regulatory
agencies:
•
•
•
•
•

Arizona Corporation Commission
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
Arizona Department of Transportation
Arizona Game and Fish Department
Arizona State Land Department

Local

•
•
•
•

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Public Utilities Commission
Colorado River Regional Water Quality Control
Board
California Department of Transportation

Ten West Link will comply with all applicable local permitting requirements, including coordination with the
appropriate entities in the following:
•
•
•
•
•

La Paz County, AZ
Maricopa County, AZ
Town of Quartzsite, AZ
Riverside County, CA
City of Blythe, CA

Contact Us

Stay current:
www.TenWestLink.com
Email:
info@TenWestLink.com
Call:
844-Ten-West (844-836-9378)
Write:
4742 N 24th Street, Suite 300, Phoenix, AZ 85016

