
December 6, 2020 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Mark Hayes) 
 
MEDITATION 
 

Prophets or profits 
Tor Kristian Berg 

 
O come, O come, 
You who is with us always 
Never far, yet not here, yet here. 
 
The prophets of old whispered you were coming  
The prophets of old cried out in the wilderness –  
        “Make way! Make way!”  
An eagerness for your presence 

To end war, to end slavery 

 
The profits of our time whisper to us of 
promises of war machines that will protect us 
The profits of our time cry to us to keep feeding 
the rich their money lest we fail. 
 
O come, O come, 
You who will heal the sick 
and break the bonds 

of our enslavement. 
O come, O come, 
Our salvation and our hope. 
 
O come Prince of Peace. 



GATHERING SONG: People, Look East (ELW 248) 

 
GREETING/PRAYER OF THE DAY – Katie Pyne 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray.  
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 



ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257) 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. John the Baptist 
calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way for the kingdom of heaven is 
near. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. Baptize us with the 
fire of your Spirit, that we may be a light shining in the darkness 
welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, for he is our light and our 
salvation. Blessed be God forever. 
Amen. 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

THE WORD: Joel 2:12-13, 28-29 – Ho Brown 
Yet even now, says the LORD, 

return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the LORD, your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful,  
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
and relents from punishing. 

Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 



your old men shall dream dreams, 
and your young men shall see visions. 

Even on the male and female slaves, 
in those days, I will pour out my spirit. 

Word of God,  
word of life. 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD: Lost in the Night (ELW 243) 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke 
 
SERMON 
 
  



HYMN OF THE DAY: Light Dawns on a Weary World (ELW 726) 

 
 
 



NICENE CREED – Joyce Thode 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – Karen Thomas 
God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this 
weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. 
Sustain and support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we 
discern and enact your mission. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. 
Renew the face of creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend 
the wounds of environmental damage and restore balance to ecosystems so 
that all creation can declare your praise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from 
discrimination, judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. 
We pray especially for those who are advocating for affordable housing, our 
state leaders who are guiding us during this time of COVID-19, for the transfer 
of power from one president to another, for peace in places like Ethiopia and 
Azerbaijan. Lead us toward a world where faithfulness will sprout underfoot 
and righteousness rain down from above. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the 
disparities between your people. Sustain and support people with physical 
and intellectual disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a 
world accessible to all. Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our 
midst. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our 
families and congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort 
those who grieve, be a companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are 
sick or struggling with depression, and gather all people in your healing 
embrace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in 
the wilderness and taught us to continue their faithful work. Make their 
generous lives an example for all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as 
God desires. 

Silence for self-reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, 
we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have 
not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us 
each day in the light of Christ. Amen.  
 
People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are 
forgiven, and you are free— free from all that holds you back and free to 
live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s 
love, comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERTORY: Sheep May Safely Graze 
 
OFFERING PRAYER – Thorin Freriks 
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in 
every season. Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world 
will receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we 
praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to 
proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to 
heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his 
coming again in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen 
our faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your 
Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER – Isabella Cursio 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we 
rejoice. In this bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless 
mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected 
Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
  



SENDING SONG: Soon and Very Soon (ELW 439) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



POSTLUDE: Come Thou Long Expected Jesus (Mark Hayes) 
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