
 
All decks greater than 30” above grade are required to have a guard [R312.1]. (See “Stairs Landings, Guardrails” 
Handout for additional details). Other methods and materials may be used for guard construction when installed 
according to the manufacturer’s installation instruction, or as approved by the authority having jurisdiction. Deck 
guard posts shall be a minimum 4x4 (nominal) with an adjusted bending design value not less than 1,100 psi. Guard 
posts for guards which run parallel to the deck joists shall be attached to the outside joist per Figure 16. Guard posts 
for guards that run perpendicular to the deck joists shall be attached to the rim joist in accordance with Figure 17. 
Only hold down anchor models meeting these minimum requirements shall be used. Hold down anchors shall have a 
minimum allowable tension load of 1,800 pounds for a 36” maximum rail height and be installed in accordance with 
the manufacturer’s instructions.   
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