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Local Vets
Honored

Appleby students write letters to Veterans
Finished Longhouses from 4th grade unit on the
Haudenosaunee and diversity.

Happy
Holidays
To One
And All!

Mrs. Visco's 8th grade Social Studies class wanted to practice their
own "duck and cover" drill when learning about the Cold War era.

From the Superintendent
Dear Community Parents and Members,
The holiday season is here and there are so many things to
be thankful for. I am ecstatic that our elementary building has
been open for in-person since September 9th. Our junior/
senior high school has had a few bumps in the road, but has
been in-person learning more than many of the schools in NY
State. We have succeeded in so many challenging areas this
year, and we did so through the support of our students, parents, community members and extremely dedicated teachers
and staff.
Snow Days
NYS Department of Education has given schools flexibility
when using emergency closing days during the 2020-2021
school year. How do we envision this working at Marathon?
This is a good question which has many answers. For example:
If the District is in an in-person learning mode and the
weather is bad, a traditional snow day may be
called. (No classes would be held that day. )
If a big storm is predicted, we may send home computers
with UPK-5th grade students, allowing all children to
pivot to remote learning until the storm has passed.
If all students are remote (UPK-12th grade), students and
staff could continue with remote learning, saving the
emergency day for later in the year.
If school is closed (no classes in session for the day) we
will alert families through the TV/radio stations, K12 alert
calls, Facebook and the website. If we pivot to remote learning on a day due to bad weather or other emergency situations,
we may not have the ability to advertise the change on the local news stations, but will alert families through K12 alert
calls, Facebook and the district website. Regardless, we will
make sure the lines of communication are open, keeping families and staff informed.
Athletics
As of today, NY State winter athletics are still on pause.
We hope to hear more soon. We were fortunate to have an
informal fall athletic season and have begun winter conditioning with students in 7-8th and 9-12th grade pods. I want to
thank our coaches for volunteering their time before the regular season to provide these opportunities for our students. If
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you happen to see one of our coaches, please help me by
thanking them for all they are doing to keep our children active.
2021-2022 School Budget
In January we will begin the 2021-2022 school budgeting
process. We are currently seeking feedback you would like to
share with the board. A community survey can be found in the
Torchlight as well as on line at https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/e/1FAIpQLSf3JrqrnSKQNHkGZ_6dJkJ1NIfEvYm4E3Y0
JnzDnG4AdxqYDA/viewform.
This will be a challenging budget season which will require
some careful planning.
As always, if you have any concerns that could not be addressed by speaking with your child’s teacher or the building
principal, please don’t hesitate to contact me. I look forward to
working with you in the coming new year.
Rebecca Stone – Marathon Superintendent

Budget Planning Sessions:
(All are in the High School Library)
• Budget Draft 1 – January 6, 2021 – 6:30 PM
• Public Forum – Draft 2 – February 3, 2021 -6:30 PM
• Budget Draft 3 - March 3, 2021 – 6:30 PM
• Adopt Final Budget – April 19, 2021 – 6:30 PM
• Meet the BOE Candidates – May 10, 2021 - 6:30 PM
• Annual Budget Hearing – May 10, 2021 – 7:00 PM
Budget Vote: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 from 12-9 PM in room
107 (CSE Office)

NOTICE
Beginning January 8, 2021 grades 9-12 will attend school
in-person on Fridays. This decision was made as a result of
examining attendance and course failure data, along with conversations with our staff throughout the months of November
and early December.
This decision will be re-evaluated in mid-March, and we
will examine data for both grades 6-8 and 9-12 to make our
decision, as we did in this case. Listed below are the Fridays
that students (grades 9-12) will be in-person. January 8, 15,
22, 29 February 5, 12, (no school for students on 19th), 26
March 5 (no in-person on March 12-fully remote half day for
Jr-Sr HS). Transportation, on Fridays, will be available for
grades 9-12, just as it is on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

SUBSTITUTES WANTED
In the following areas
TEACHERS - ALL AREAS (PK-12)
(minimum 2 years of college – submit resume)
TEACHER AIDES
NURSES
BUS DRIVERS
CAFETERIA HELPERS
CLEANERS (evenings)
MARATHON CENTRAL SCHOOL
Cortland Co. Civil Service
Application to:
Marathon Central School District Office
P.O. Box 339
Marathon, NY 13803
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PSAT
Reminder
The PSAT exam will be held on
Tuesday, January 26th, 2021 at
8:00 a.m. at Marathon HS. The
PSAT exam is the Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test. The PSAT is a
great primer for the SAT, but it’s
more than just a trial run. PSAT
scores are used to identify National Merit Scholars and award merit
scholarships.

New York State Assessments
for the 2020-21 School Year
Students in grades 3-8 will be taking assessments in both
English Language Arts and Math. Students in grades 4 & 8
will also be tested in Science.
Grades 3-8 ELA - April 20-22, 2021 (paper),
April 19-26, 2021 (computer based);
Grades 3-8 Math - May 4-6, 2021 (paper),
May 3- 10, 2021 (computer based);
Science Performance Test Grades 4 & 8 May 25-June 4, 2021;
Science Written Test Grades 4 & 8 - June 7, 2021;
January Regents - January 26-29, 2021 CANCELED
June Regents - June 2, 2021 (US History &
Government), June 15-25, 2021.
No Regents on 6/18 (Juneteenth day)
The requirements for graduation for incoming ninth grade
students include regents exams to graduate with either a
Regents or Advanced Regents Degree. The State has also
raised the passing grade on all regents to 65.
If you have questions or concerns, please contact the
Elementary Office, 849-3281 or the HS Guidance Office, 8493229.

Find Us On Facebook
Marathon Central School District is now on
Facebook. Go to:
https://www.facebook.com/MarathonCSD/
Or go to Facebook.com and in the search box
type in ‘marathon central school district’ .
Our Facebook page is updated regularly and contains pictures, events, and announcements in a timely fashion. For additional information, please contact the District Office at 8493117.

EARLY DISMISSAL!
Each year school districts throughout New York State are mandated to
conduct a “GO HOME EARLY
DRILL”. This drill is designed to test
the districts readiness to react to an
emergency of any nature that would
necessitate students being dismissed
and sent home earlier than normal. In coordination with
other schools in Cortland County, as well as the McEvoy
BOCES, we will be conducting this drill on Wednesday,
December 23, 2020.
All students in the Marathon Central School District, as
well as students from this district placed in programs elsewhere in the county, will be dismissed at 2:30 p.m. at Appleby and 2:50 p.m. at HS on this day. Therefore, students
will be arriving home approximately 15 minutes earlier
than normal.
We greatly appreciate your assistance and cooperation in
meeting this important safety requirement.

ATTENTION
Marathon Central School
Residents
PRE-KINDERGARTEN
and KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION
for September of 2021
NOTICE to PARENTS of Pre-K &
KINDERGARTEN AGE CHILDREN
If you intend to send your pre-kindergarten or
kindergarten age child to Appleby Elementary
School in the fall of 2021
YOU MUST CALL 607-849-3281
to preregister your child by February 12th,
2021
ONLY CHILDREN BORN ON OR BEFORE
DECEMBER 1, 2017 ARE ELIGIBLE.
CHILDREN WHO TURN 6 BEFORE
DECEMBER 1, 2021 MUST ATTEND SCHOOL.
Thank you,
Jonathan Hillis, Appleby Elementary Principal

Emergency School
Closings:
Emergency School Closings: Parents will
be notified by phone using the K12 Alerts.
Only students’ primary contact will be notified. Also Emergency closings due to
weather will be broadcast over the following radio and television stations between
6:00–7:00 am.
Radio Stations:
•1290 AM - WNBF (Binghamton)
•1360 AM - WKOP (Binghamton)
•98.1 FM – WHWK (Binghamton)
•99.1 FM – WAAL (Binghamton)
•101.5 FM – WXHC (Homer)
•Cayuga Radio Group (Ithaca)
Television Stations:
•WBNG – Channel 12 (Binghamton)
•WIVT – Channel 34 and 9 (Binghamton)
•WTVH – Channel 5 (Syracuse)
•YNN - (Binghamton and Syracuse)
•Spectrum News (Vestal & Syracuse)
•WICZ - TV8
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Student/Parent Access to Grades
Marathon Central School District will be providing access
to attendance, contact information, and discipline for students
in UPK-12th grade. Parents of students in grades 7-12 can get
access to student grades.
Grades and assignments are available online for parents/
guardians. We just need an email address to send the instructions for signing up. If parents already have an email on file
with us, it should have already been sent. Students grades 712 can even go to the app store and put in the URL
https://marathon.schooltool.cnyric.org/schooltoolweb/
Students who do so then will receive notifications each time a
teacher inputs a grade.
We hope this will help you stay better informed on your
students’ progress.

Parents of Seniors:
Parent Recognition Ads are being sold by the Yearbook
Staff starting now and ending January 31st.
This is a great opportunity to show your love and pride
for your senior and all they have accomplished. In the past,
parents (and grandparents) have included photos, poems and
well wishes. This is your opportunity to do the same.
1/8 of a page for $45
1/4 of a page for $60
1/2 of a page for $110
Whole page for $160
Please keep in mind that Business Ads and Parent Recognition Ads are used as a fundraiser for the Yearbook and are
intended to help keep overall costs down.
All Ads are in FULL COLOR.
You can design the Ad, or one of our advisors can design it
for you (so the seniors don’t see it)!
The Ad will remain a SECRET to the senior who the Ad is
designed for until the Yearbook is revealed.
Contact Jamie Wheeler
wheelerj@marathonschools.org
Make checks payable to “Marathon Yearbook”
Deadline to get the Ad in the Yearbook - January 31st.

“It’s the most wonderful time
of the year…”
at Marathon Jr-Sr High School!
It was our honor to host a drive-through parade for our
community’s veterans on November 10th. Our 9-12th grade
students lined (while staying socially distant) both sides of the
front circle. They flew American flags and held signs showing
our support for our veterans. A dozen vehicles drove through
our parade and received a small token of our appreciation at
the end. Then, after the American flag was raised, the entire
school joined in the pledge of allegiance and a rendition of
Taps. Many thanks to Social Studies teacher Dianne Brown
for her leadership in making this important celebration a reality, despite our COVID restrictions.
Our students experience exciting, real-world learning opportunities every day. In Mrs. Farkas’ Forensics class, students met virtually with Cortland County Coroner Ms. Meeker,
who shared stories of her decades in the field. Attorney Mr.
Whittaker and police officer Dr. Adamitis met virtually with
the seniors in Mr. Perks’ Government classes to discuss topics
pertinent to their study of law. While COVID has created
some restrictions in our world, our teachers continue to find
creative ways to engage our students, such as these 8th graders
in Mrs. Visco’s Social Studies class. Their study of the Cold
War era prompted them to practice their own “duck and cover”
drill in their classroom!
Just a reminder that on remote days, students need to check
in with their classes every day at the time that the class is held.
For your reference, our daily bell schedule is:
Period 1 7:50-8:39
Period 5 11:03-11:47
Period 2 8:42-9:26
Period 6 11:50-12:34
Period 3 9:29-10:13
Period 7 12:37-1:21
Period 4 10:16-11:00
Period 8 1:24-2:08
Period 9 2:11-2:55
As we look to the end of the second quarter (end of January), please take some time to log into School Tool to see the
most up-to-date grades for your student.
We look forward to continuing to work with your students
in 2021 and are thankful for your on-going support of our
school.
Holly Marcolina, Principal

The 2021 Yearbooks Are On Sale ‘2021 - COVID Style’
Yearbooks are still on Sale! Order before January 31, 2021 and the cost is $47, after January 31, the price will move up to $52,
so get your order in today!
Please return this form with cash or check (Make checks payable to “Marathon Yearbook”) to Mrs. Wheeler. Don’t miss out!
Student Name:_________________________________________ Grade:______________
Parent Name:______________________________________________________________
Contact Phone Number:______________________________________________________
Quantity:___________________ @ $47.00 each before January 31st -@$52.00 after January 31st
Total Price:__________________
Please Return to Mrs. Wheeler with cash or check to the Main Office.
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Marathon Central School Senior High School Community Service Initiative
Marathon Central School District believes that community service is a vital component in helping students become responsible citizens. Our goal is to help students think beyond their immediate needs and care about the world around them. We hope
the experiences give students a sense of empathy, so they can feel better about themselves and give back to the community. It is
also our hope that community service will EMPOWER students and afford them an immersing opportunity to pursue a passion
well after graduation. Students who start 7th grade at Marathon Central High School are highly encouraged to complete a minimum of 100 hours of community service prior to graduation. A maximum of 10 hours will be counted for school sponsored club
activities during the school day per year (please note that community service activities completed during the school day cannot
be done during a scheduled class period). Transfer students will be prorated by the number of years they have to graduation.
Seniors wishing to be recognized with community service cords at graduation need to submit their hours by June 1 st of their senior year.
Definition of Community Service
Community service is volunteer work that is done without payment of money and/or services.
Procedure
Students may begin to earn community service hours at the beginning of the summer prior to the start of their seventh grade year.
All hours must be submitted to an administrator or community service coordinator for approval on the proper form and must
have all necessary signatures. If there are any questions regarding eligibility, students should seek prior approval. For more information call the HS Office and check out the school calendar.
ALL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO FILL OUT THE
Marathon Central School Senior High School Community Service Initiative Hours Request
IN ORDER TO RECEIVE CREDIT FOR HIS/HER COMMUNITY SERVICE.
This application can be picked up in the Main Office or the Guidance Office. The application must be submitted by June 1st to
the Community Service Coordinator during the school year that the hours were performed.

Veterans Honored at MCS
Much like many events in 2020, Marathon High
School’s celebration of veterans prior to the Veterans
Day holiday had to look different too. However, MCS
staff and students did not want to overlook remembering our veterans, so a new plan was put into place.
On Tuesday, November 10th a veteran parade was
planned for the front of school. Veterans were invited
to be a part of the school “drive by” so students could
demonstrate their thanks from a safe distance. Students helped paint signs and pack goodie bags in the
weeks leading up to the event. In place of an assembly,
our special veteran speaker, retired Command Sergeant
Major William Bennett of the United States Army recorded an inspirational speech for students and the community that was played during social studies classes, as
well as posted on the school website and social media
pages.
If you have not heard the speech, it is worth a listen! The
veteran parade was followed by a
flag raising ceremony, a saying of
the Pledge of Allegiance and the
playing of Taps. A special thanks to
LJ Baez, Addison Hafer, Delta Barber, Laci Peck, and Alanna Morrison for the prep work and painting.
Aidan Hafer and Thomas White did
a great job with trumpet playing as
well. Lastly, thank you to Mrs.
Brown, Mr. Perks, Ms. Marcolina
and Mr. Roode for coordinating the
speaker, parade, spectators and music. MCS truly loves, honors and thanks all the veterans of
our community. THANK YOU!

Financial Aid

Do you want help filling
out the FAFSA?
Mrs. Camenga is available via phone and zoom so parents
can feel free to contact her if they need any help with the
FAFSA. She is available to meet with students during the day
as well, so they can bring their parents' tax information with
them and we can work through it together. Please call the
guidance office to have your student make an appointment.
Please feel free to contact Jenny Camenga with any questions
at 849-3229
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Election Day
National election day is always an exciting time for the
country and Marathon High School too. As part of the 11th
grade United States History & Government and English 11
courses, MCS juniors examined important leadership traits,
researched political, economic, and social issues they cared
about, examined political party views, chose a candidate to
support, created a campaign poster and wrote and argumentative paper in favor of their candidate. All of this work took
place during the month of October leading up to both the national election and a school mock election. Although COVID
-19 restrictions changed some of campaigning, a school election was still able to be held with social distancing in place.
All students had the opportunity to vote during their social
studies classes or by absentee ballot from their remote location.
All in all, students, enjoyed participating, heading to the
polls in the auditorium and getting their “I voted” sticker! The
outcome of the election was more straightforward than the
national election results. The mock election results placed
President Trump back in office, but gave the 22nd District seat
in the House of Representatives to Democrat incumbent Anthony Brindisi. The 22nd seat has yet to be settled nationally,
so it will be interesting to see how it turns out as it is dependent on absentee and early voting counts. Thanks to Ms. Marcolina, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Visco, Mrs. Brown and the social
studies department for coordinating this important experience.
Results:
President:
State Senate - 51st District
Donald Trump 154
Peter Overacker 148
Joe Biden 70
Jim Barner 77
Howie Hawkins 8
State Assembly 126th District
Jo Jorgenson 2
John Lemondes 143
Dia Carahajal 77
House of Representatives
22nd District
Anthony Brindisi 111
Claudia Tenney 80

Pure Olympian
Performance
The first quarter of the 2020-2021 school
year has come to an end and we are pleased to
announce that we are going to continue honoring our students in grades 9-12 with quarterly
POP Star awards. This year is very different as most of our students
follow a hybrid learning schedule, while others are learning remotely
from home. Even with the challenges that this school year has posed
for our students, they continue to learn and excel. The 1st Quarter
POP Stars are:
Bryce Ponton (gr. 12), Mya Romans (gr. 9), Ella McConnell (gr. 9),
Ellery Ensign (gr. 10), Avalon James (gr. 9), Melodie Sutton (gr. 9),
Kendre Euson (gr. 9) and Jonathan Forrest (gr. 10).
Each student was nominated by a teacher based on different criteria; character, academic excellence; athletic achievements; student
leadership, artistic accomplishments, service to community or personal achievement.

UPK-12 Diversity Plan

Continued on page 11

Benefits of Implicit Bias and Diversity
Awareness
Better Prepare Students for a Global Economy

Build Confidence Later In Life
Promote Empathy and Reduces Prejudice
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Remote Learning FIRST AID

While some students thrive on working independently,
many other students (and adults including parents and teachers!) are struggling with the challenges presented by remote
learning. Whether your child is logging in to school remotely
1, 3, or 5 days a week, here are some simple ideas that may
help everyone make it through the day.
Trying one or two ideas that seem reasonable is a good start.
Attempting to do them all right away might be even more
counterproductive (read – STRESSFUL).
1. Set and keep a schedule
Be flexible when necessary, but also try to keep a
routine. Use timers and alarms, as necessary to
keep everyone on track with work and breaks.
2. Make sure they have all necessary materials to complete
the assignments
Books, class notes, calculator, a charged computer, something to write with, scrap paper to
figure things out before typing in the responses.
3. Create a space that helps them to learn
The kitchen table may be too distracting, but an isolated
spot makes it hard to check in on them.
If students like background noise, use a “white noise” app
from the computer or phone rather than lyrical music selections. Musical preferences can usually win over the attention that could be focused on the classwork.
4. Create a daily plan
What is the priority for today? Looking at
due dates, the weight or number of points for
an assignment, or focusing on upcoming
quizzes or tests should help with prioritizing.
5. Help them understand; do your best to not assume the
role of their teacher
Whenever possible, ask your child to show you
what they are working on, talk about what is
expected, and even help them to figure out
things that might be confusing or difficult.
Many concepts are presented differently than when we as
adults learned them. Creating a combative environment
surrounding their learning and “how we learned it” makes
it even more stressful.
6. Make sure all work is completed
Just because Google Classroom says “turned in”, does not
always mean it is done. Ask them to show you the work, if
you have questions about its completion.
7. Make sure they check their email and DELETE completed or unnecessary emails
It’s very overwhelming to open email and have
hundreds or thousands of emails, whether
they’ve been opened or not. Clearing the inbox out daily
can help.
8. Try to figure what might be making work completion
difficult
Are they not joining classes during the
school day, procrastinating on assignments
and then feeling overwhelmed, or is it truly
a lack of understanding? Trying to figure
out what might be causing the issues can
lead to action steps to improve it.

Forensics science lab
Whitney Meeker, the Cortland County Coroner, was a guest
speaker in Mrs. Farkas’ forensics class on zoom. She guest
spoke twice and talked to students about a variety of topics
including fingerprinting. She has been used as a fingerprint
expert in court. Students are learning how to use science to
answer questions to figure things out rather than just making
stuff up. The students began by conducting carefully planned
controlled experiments and collecting data. Their data was then
used for making evidence-based conclusions about
their original questions. Knowing how to "do science", often
called the scientific method, is knowing how to think, learn,
solve problems and make informed decisions. In a world with
an overwhelming amount of information, the scientific method
of learning is more important than ever. Regardless of what
career path each student chooses to pursue, the critical thinking
skills needed for science will help them succeed at school,
work and life.
**The pictures showing a girl in an orange shirt is collecting
her data with the webcam pointed at her experiment. This way
the remote students could be part of the experiment too.

Find more at: www.teachthought.com/technology/
remotelearningtipsforparents
By Terry Heick, April 26, 2020; updated September 9, 2020
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PTSA
News

Appleby Newsletter
December 2020
Greetings Appleby Families,
The beginning of December is upon us, I am pleased with
how well the school year is going thus far. As I walk through
the halls and visit classrooms, I am impressed with student behaviors and excited about the teaching and learning that is taking place here at Appleby.
Effective communication between home and school is crucial. Student success goes beyond what takes place here in this
building. Parental involvement and an interest in their child’s
education is an equally critical component of their success.
Thank you for signing up for Parent/Teacher Conferences last
month and making this time a priority.
Should you have questions or concerns during the school
year, please do not hesitate to call; however, I encourage you
to speak with your child’s classroom teacher first, as he or she
is the person who interacts with your child directly on a daily
basis.
Stay safe and have a wonderful Holiday Season!
Reminders:
Each Friday, staff and students are asked to wear orange and/
or black to show school spirit and pride. Thank you to all
of those who have participated.
Attendance continues to be a focus of the staff at Appleby.
If children don’t show up for school (In-person or Remote)
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Holiday Greetings from MARATHON PTSA! The Marathon PTSA held their annual “Santa’s Secret Shop” on November 30th through December 4th. This year’s event was
done much differently than in years past. Due to Covid-19
safety protocols, the volunteers were unable to set up their traditional store inside of the school. The organization came up
with the idea of an on-line shopping experience. This type of
shopping also enabled all of the remote students to participate
as well.
The PTSA would like to thank Mrs. Mnahoncak, Appleby
4th grade teacher, for creating the Google forms that were used
to have the students complete their on-line orders. Each student was able access a form, which had pictures of all of the
items they could choose from to purchase. Volunteers from the
PTSA received the forms on their computers, and were able to
gather the items for each student. Since they were unable to
use space at the school, the PTSA reached out to other venues
for a location to set up all of the merchandise, and to fill the
orders. The Maple Hill Golf Club was kind enough to volunteer their space in the clubhouse for that purpose. The PTSA
would like to thank Jensen Pilkington, at Maple Hill Golf
Club, for his generosity.
This year, the PTSA also relied on more help than usual
from the teachers. Appleby teachers not only needed to assist
their students with placing orders, but were also asked to allow
students time to label and wrap gifts once they arrived. A special thanks goes out to the Appleby teachers and faculty who
helped make this year’s event successful.
Close to 270 students purchased a total of roughly 1,350
items. During a year when students have missed out on numerous events and activities, the PTSA was excited to be able
to offer students this annual tradition. Every elementary student had an opportunity to take home great gifts for their families and the delight in the joy of giving was prominent
throughout the entire week. Special thanks to Principal Hillis
and the Appleby staff and teachers, the parents and community
member volunteers for making bags, decorating items, shopping, and ‘working’ the week. Also thank you to the parents
for their donations.
Please email MarathonPTSA@gmail.com if you would like
to help keep Santa’s Shop going next year. We need many
hands to make this continue as it has for the past several years.
Check our Facebook Page for all updates.
regularly, they miss out on fundamental reading and math
skills and the chance to build a habit of good attendance
that will carry them into high school, college and their careers. If your child is going to be out of school, please
call the office to let us know. Thank you.

Appleby Strong

Building Cultural Diversity
The 4th graders read Eagle Song
by Joseph Bruchac and learned about
the Haudenosaunee (Native American tribe) culture from the perspective of a 4th grade boy who struggles
when he moves from his home to
New York City.
Haudenosaunee is the general
term we use to refer to ourselves, instead of “Iroquois.” The word
“Iroquois” is not a Haudenosaunee
word. It is derived from a French version of a Huron Indian name that was
applied to our ancestors and it was
considered derogatory, meaning
“Black Snakes.” Haudenosaunee means “People building an
extended house” or more commonly referred to as “People of
the Long House.” The longhouse was a metaphor introduced
by the Peace Maker at the time of the formation of the Confederacy meaning that the people are meant to live together as
families in the same house. Today this means that those who
support the traditions, beliefs, values and authority of the Confederacy are to be know as Haudenosaunee
Joseph Bruchac is a writer of books relating to the Indigenous peoples of the Americas, with a particular focus on
northeastern Native American and Anglo-American
lives and folklore. He has
published poetry, novels,
and short stories. He attended Syracuse University,
Cornell
University, Union Institute & University of Vermont. He
lives in Saratoga, NY with
his family. He is a member
of the Abenaki tribe.

the community of
readers
Traditionally the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving the second grade holds its
annual Community of Readers. Typically this day is jammed
full of guest readers. This year was slightly different and had
less guest readers, but it was still a fun day for all! Mrs. Stone,
and a few teachers dropped
in throughout the day to read
a story to the kids. When a

guest reader would arrive the second graders stopped what they
were doing and listened to the stories. The wonderful stories that we
listened to were welcomed interruptions throughout the day!
UPK. students made turkey masks and had 2 guest readers, Mr.
Hillis and Mrs. Mnahoncak. Mrs. Mnahoncak read to the class the
book she wrote and illustrated called "Pity".
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Safety Initiatives
The Transportation Department has undertaken two initiatives to keep our children safe. We are emphasizing the importance of students looking for vehicles that might be trying
to pass their bus on the right side while they are exiting. While
traffic passing on the right is an unusual occurrence, it does
happen and the consequences can be devastating.
Bus drivers are taught to be on the lookout for danger on
both sides of the bus. They scan traffic before, during and after bus drop offs. However, events in loading areas can unfold
so quickly that student’s eyes and ears are important too. We
are teaching students to be aware of traffic and to help keep
themselves safe.
Pupils are instructed to stop when they reach the bottom
step of the bus. From this vantage point, they can look through
the glass panes of the bus door to be sure no cars are coming
up the right side while they still remain protected by the bus.
To assist students in remembering to observe, we are using the
phrase “CHECK BEFORE YOU STEP.”
Students who cross the road when they exit the bus, are also
learning to participate in ensuring their own safety. At each
drop off, bus drivers check to make sure that traffic has
stopped. They then give pupils a signal that it is safe for them
to cross the road. Nevertheless, motorists can do the unexpected. The drivers of stopped cars sometimes become tired of
waiting and decide to go around stopped buses.
Students who cross the road must stop and wait for a signal
from the bus driver. Additionally, children are instructed to

Telephone Directory of
District Offices
Appleby Health Office ························ 849-3180
Appleby Main Office ·························· 849-3282
Bus Garage ······································ 849-3295
Business Office ································· 849-3226
Cafeteria - Francis Zaryski ··················· 849-3149
CAPCO ·········································· 849-3127
District Office & Fax Number ··············· 849-3117/
···················································· 849-3305
Family Health Network (Appleby/HS) ····· 849-3900
Guidance Office ································ 849-3229
HS Health Office ······························· 849-3210
HS Main Office ································ 849-3252
Special Education/CSE························ 849-3169
stop again when they reach the left edge of the bus. At this
point, they can look around the bus to see if any traffic has
failed to halt for the red flashing school bus lights. Once
again, we use the expression, “CHECK BEFORE YOU
STEP” to remind students not to step past the protection provided by the bus without looking for themselves.
Parents can help by reminding children about the dangers
of traffic and that it is always important to:
“CHECK BEFORE YOU STEP.”

2021-2022 Marathon CSD Budget Survey
As we begin our 2021-2022 school budget, we would like to again gain feedback from our community members.
We would appreciate it if you would take a few moments to complete the survey below. This will help us prioritize
what is important to us as a district.
**Information received by Friday, January 22nd will be considered for the 2nd draft of the budget. Information received after that date will be considered in the 3rd draft of the budget.**
Please check the box that best describes you:
Marathon Community Member

Marathon Student

Staff Member

Other

1. What additions or deletions do you want us to consider for the 2021-2022 budget?
2. What information would you like to give the board for their consideration during the creation of the budget?
3. Would you be interested in having the budget reviewed with you and a small group of community members on a
night other than the Public Forum on February 3rd at 6:30 PM? YES or NO (please circle one)
If yes, please call Heather Euson at the District Office (849-3117) to schedule a presentation.
Form can also be filled out electronically by going to:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3JrqrnSKQNHkGZ_6dJkJ1NIfEvYm4E3Y0JnzDnG4AdxqYDA/
viewform

Return survey to the MCS District Office or Rebecca Stone, Superintendent, PO Box 339, Marathon, NY 13803
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UPK-12 Diversity Plan
Marathon recognizes our responsibility as a learning community to

embrace

and educate our students and staff about diversity. We understand the
impact that implicit biases can have on students and we will continue to embrace
and expose our students to differences.

Goal: Continue to build cultural awareness and learn to appreciate differences.
Mission: Expose students to diversity and embrace differences.
October
●
●
●

District Diversity Awareness focused on Implicit Bias and building empathy towards
differences
District Diversity Virtual Recording Kick Off Assembly for students
District Diversity Spirit Week

We continue to expose our students to diversity throughout the school year, focusing on
but not limited to the topics below:

November- December: Culture
January- February: Disabilities
March- April: World Health

FFA Highlights
Hi my name is Lillian Penrose and
I have been in FFA for four years
now. I joined FFA because Mrs. Aukema encouraged me to do so in order to teach people about my passion
for insects. I joined in seventh grade
and I plan on continuing teaching
people about insects. I have participated in the yearly school agriculture
fair with a display teaching about my
praying mantises and pill bugs. I
have also shared information about
them at the library. I plan to continue
educating people about insects to provide a different image for them.
Interview by: Audrey Jasper
As Kofi Annan stated, “ World's
youth are never too young to lead” is
completely true for the sophomore,
Hailey Collins. Hailey has been an
incredible asset to our FFA chapter,
as she joined our program as a 7th
grader. Within the last four years she has attended districts,
activity nights, and the Maple Conference held at the State

fair. Last year she competed in Conduct a chapter meeting
where her team got 2nd place! When asked, “What does FFA
mean to you?”, Collins replied with, “ FFA means so much to
me. It means that we get to work together as a whole, and
practice our leadership skills.” Collins raises goats and chickens as an S.A.E, as she is working toward her end goal of having classes on how to take care of them. Keep up the great
work Hailey!
Interviewed by: Brooklin Drake
Brycen Aukema is a first
year member in the 7th grade
at Marathon. He shows dairy
cows, Suffolk sheep and market turkeys. When asked
“Why did you want to be in
FFA?” Brycen replied “ FFA
is fun, you can compete in
contests, learn more about
how to take care of animals,
and Camp Oswegatchie is the
happiest place in the world!”
In the future Brycen would
like to take part in the school
agriculture fair, career developments events related to wildlife
and livestock, and get to know more FFA members.
Interviewed by: Dominic Forrest
Continued on page 12
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MARATHON FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER
LAURIE TEBBE 607-849-3127

January/ February 2021 Events

The Family Resource Center is temporarily closed at
Appleby - PLEASE CALL for assistance

INSIDE THE FAMILY CENTER
HEAP (Home Energy Assistance Program): Regular HEAP
program opens in November. Call Cortland County DSS at
607-428-5400 or apply on the website: http://www.cortlandco.org/687/Home-Energy-Assistance-Program-HEAP
CLOTHING CLOSET
If you need clothing, call the Center and I will look for what
you need and deliver clothing items to you.
CLOTHES AT MARATHON FOOD PANTRY
The clothing volunteers will be bringing clothes to the Marathon Food Pantry on the 1st Tuesday of each month.
December 1st 4 p.m., January 5th 4 p.m., February 2nd 4 p.m.
CAPCO SERVICES: Call 607-753-6781
• Early Head Start/Head Start
• Consumer Directed Personal Assistance Program
• Energy Services
• WIC
• Tutoring & Assistance with Test Assessing
Secondary Completion (TASC)
• Family Essentials ( Clothing & Shoes)
• Healthy Families Program
SNACK BACKPACK PROGRAM
• This program is for income-eligible families. Call the
Family Resource Center, if your family is interested in
this program. The program will start in October.
• The Center collects non-perishable food items. If you
would like to donate, please call the Center and I will
meet you to collect the donations.

tebbel@marathonschools.org

AROUND THE COMMUNITY

MARATHON FOOD PANTRY The Pantry is open every
Tuesday at 4:00-5:30 p.m. in the Old Town Hall on Brink
Street.
PECK MEMORIAL LIBRARY NEWS:
Contact Mary Franks at 849-6135
We are open for Limited Access on:
Monday 1- 5 pm
Tuesday – Thursday 1-6 pm
Curbside service on:
Friday from 2-5 pm
Call Peck Library for information.
MARATHON AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY:
Contact Connie White at 849-3960. Meetings are the last Monday of the month at 7 p.m. in the Old Town Hall on Brink
Street.
MAPLE SENIOR CENTER NEWS:
Contact: Anita Doty at 849-3884.
Marathon Civic Center Building (The Office for Aging)
(Temporarily Closed)
Pen Friends: Call the Area Agency on Aging at 607-753-5060
to participate.
Zoom Meetings: Every Wednesday 10-11 a.m. To sign up, call
607-753-5060 or email mkemak@cortland-co.org
FOOD $EN$E
Call Gretchen Garrow at 607-836-6319 to find out more info.
on this buyer’s club. A monthly unit costs $20.50. Monthly
specials are extra. Pick-up at Loaves & Fishes on the 4th
Thursday of each month at the Grace Episcopal Church on 13
Court Street, Cortland (Use ramp.) Sign up for the next month
when you pick up your food. Other sign up dates and times
available.
Read On Book Club
Old Town Hall on Jan. 8th and Feb. 5th at 10 a.m.

Continued from page 11

Sam Castlott is a 10th grader who has
been a member for the past 3 years. His
passion is fish. He takes care of multiple
tanks that he has in his home. The coolest
fish he has is his water cow which is a type
goby. He enjoys being in FFA as it teaches
him leadership skills and skills related to
agriculture. This year he looks forward to
the state convention and competing in the
aquaculture contest.
Interview by: Madison Clark
Ellery is a 10th grade first year member of
the Marathon FFA. She would like to pursue
a career as a Veterinarian. Ellery works with
her grandfather's beef animals and enjoys taking care of them. She decided to join FFA
this year because she sees the value in learning more about agriculture in order to pursue
her dream of becoming a veterinarian. Ellery
is looking forward to being able to go to
Camp Oswegatchie this year.
Interviewed by: Samantha Pendell
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Thank you to the cafeteria staff
and students for a wonderful
Thanksgiving Dinner for our
senior citizens.

JANUARY 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

NO SCHOOL

3

4

5

6

7

8

BOE Meeting
6:30 pm HS
Library

10

17

9th-12th begin
attending in person

11
Spirit Week
ES Faculty Meeting

12

13

14

15

16

18

19

20
FFA Strawberry
Sale

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

Spring Sport
Sign-up

Health &
Wellness Meeting
7:30 AM

Torchlight
Submission Date

Band New Hope
Mills Sales

End of 1st
Semester
Marking Period
Ends

Athletic Hall of
Fame Applications
Due

NO SCHOOL
MARTIN LUTHER
KING DAY
24

9

31

FEBRUARY 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Superintendent’s
Day
MTA Meeting
Begin JH Girls
Basketball and JH
Wrestling

2

3
Budget Public
Forum
HS Library 6:30 PM
BOE Meeting
To follow

4

5
Report Cards
FBLA Virtual
District
Competition

6
JH Boys
Basketball
Ends

7

8
ES & JH/HS Faculty
Meeting

9

10
Torchlight
Submission Date

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
Superintendent/Staff
Work Day

20

25

26

27

PRESIDENT’S DAY

MID-WINTER RECESS
21

22
District Faculty
Meeting

23
Health &
Wellness
Meeting 7:30
AM

24

Torchlight Mail
Date

28
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Olympian Sports
IMPORTANT SPORTS DATES

Fall Scholar
Athletes

(SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

November 4

IAC Votes 19-0 to Not Allow Spectators for the
2020-21 Winter Sports Season

December 7

Optional preseason conditioning begins for winter sports

December 11 NYSPHSAA cancelled ALL Winter Regional
and State Championships
December 30 Anticipated date that Governor Cuomo will announce if high risk winter sports will be able to
have a competitive season
January 4

JV & Varsity Winter Sports Season Start Date
JH Boys Basketball Start Date

January 13

JV & Varsity Basketball Season Opener vs
Whitney Point.

January 15

Athletic Hall of Fame Application Submission
Date

February 1

JH Girls Basketball & JH Wrestling Start Date

February 6

End of JH Boys Basketball Season

February 23 IAC Boys & Girls Basketball Championships
February 26

Section IV Basketball Tournament Begins

March 1

Fall Sports Season II Start Date (End Date has
not been confirmed)

March 6

Section IV Basketball Championships
End of JH Girls Basketball & JH Wrestling Season.

April 19

Spring Sports Season State Date (End Date has
not been confirmed)

June 17

50th Annual Interscholastic JV & Varsity Athletic Awards Night.

June 25

Athletic Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony

June 26

Marathon 5K Run for the Scholars

COVID-19 & ATHLETICS
NYSPHSAA has a COVID-19 webpage, it's
loaded with helpful information. Get the latest news from the
Task Force, see frequently asked questions, summer workout
guidance and more.

http://nysphsaa.org/COVID-19-Info
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Since Section IV cancelled their fall season the Fall Scholar Athlete
Program will now be calculated during the Fall 2 Season which is
set to being on March 1. However, because we did offer a Fall
Conditioning program, we would like to recognize the individuals
who met the NYSPHSAA Scholar Athlete Academic Standard of
90 and above.
Katherine Anderson
Blake Birdsall
Nash Coleman
Brooklin Drake
Kendre Euson
Zoey Gleason
Bailee Hurlburt
Brittan Keller
Scout Morse
Addison Oram
Korah Smith
Abigail Tallman
Elijah Ticknor
Abigail Trabucco
Elizabeth VanCise
Kassidy Vanorder
Thomas White

Robert Anderson
Zachary Birdsall
Grace Colledge
Abigail Edsall
Cassandra Forrest
Bryce Hartman
Audrey Jasper
Daniel Merihew
Catherine Newkirk
Nora Prestigiacomo
Emily Struempfler
Elijahlee Teal
Evan Ticknor
Barrett Trabucco
Brenna VanDee
Reise Walker
Mckena Yeaw

Delta Barber
Connor Brown
Kaiden Cornell
Abigail Ensign
Gianna Gacek
Anna Hoyt
Camdyn Kashuba
Braeden Morrison
Erika Olsen
Delaney Reilly
Melodie Sutton
Rylee Thomas
Brooke Tillotson
Tucker Trabucco
Breya VanDee
Savanna Warfield

Congratulation to the Fifty
Athletes on a Job Well Done
110 students athletes participated in the Fall Conditioning Program and maintained an overall academic
average of 85.60

STILL NEED YOUR
CODE OF CONDUCT FOR THE
WINTER , FALL2 OR SPRING SEASON?
MAKE-UP PROCEDURES BELOW
STEP ONE: PRIOR to TAKING TO THE CODE OF
CONDUCT GOOGLE FORM meeting you must complete two online courses through www.nfhslearn.com.
If you have taken any of the online courses before you
must select two different courses. Some of the Student
Course Options through the NFHS are:
1-Concussion Management,
2-Understanding Vaping & E-Cigarettes
3-Student Mental Health & Suicide Prevention
4-Sportsmanship
5-Sports Nutrition
6-Social Medial for Students
7-Captains Course (2+ hrs)
8-Bullying, Hazing, and Inappropriate Behaviors
9-Appearance & Performance Enhancing Drugs, Substances.
STEP TWO: Email your two certificates from the NFHS
Courses you selected to Mr. James at
jamest@marathonschools.org
STEP THREE: Access to the google form for the Code
of Conduct Meeting. Mr. James will send you the link
after you complete step two.

NFHS NETWORK & Pixellot
Live Streaming Coming to Marathon
Pixellot is a camera system that will live stream
our JV & Varsity Boys and Girls Basketball
games through the NFHS Network. The unique
feature of Pixellot is that it takes away the burden of needing personnel to operate cameras,
audio or the computer and therefore can live
stream events seamlessly.
Because of the current Covid-19 guidelines and
because the IAC has voted to not allow spectators
at winter competition, live streaming capabilities is
crucial. With the Pixellot technology and their
partnership with the NFHS Network we are able to
allow our athletes fans to watch their games from
the comfort of their home or where every they may
be.
Subscriptions to the NFHS Network
provides full access to Live regular
season and post-season sporting
events and immediate access to
events when they are available On
Demand. An annual subscription is
$69.99 and a monthly subscription is
$10.99. In addition you can watch
games from anywhere.

STEP FOUR: Mr. James will then send you the necessary forms that must be complete and turn them into the

nurse.

NOTE: Athletes can not participate in sports until
they have successfully competed ALL the requirements on the Marathon Athletics Code of Conduct.

Marathon Students on SAAC Team
Marathon Community Scholarship Foundation’s
Marathon’s 5K Run/Walk for the Scholars
June 26th at 9:00 AM

Kate Anderson, Gavin Labouf, Braeden Morrison and Evan Ticknor have
been selected to represent the student athletes, coaches, schools and communities of Section IV by serving on the Student Athlete Advisor Committee.
The goal of the SAAC Team is to dedicate their efforts to promote safety, sportsmanship, leadership (in the classroom and athletic arena), and
positive relationships with coaches, administrators and other studentathletes. As the Section IV, SAAC Team they will work to represent the
perspective of all Section IV student-athletes by creating and developing
initiatives to improve the member schools & communities.

Applications available @
www.marathonscholarshipfoundation.org

Currently, they are meeting monthly with 40 other students to organize
monthly guest speakers for athletes and coaches across Section IV.
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TO BOXHOLDER

DATED MATERIAL - PLEASE RUSH

4th Grade's Annual Disguise A Turkey Tradition:
Contestants and Awards! What an incredibly creative and well done job!

Kids making a snowman with our
small amount of snow before it melted. Adalyn VanDee, Lorali Hammond, Natalie Marks and Michael
Hall from Mrs. Lung's 4th grade.

First kids in the newly redone Appleby
gymnasium.
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Outdoor PE adventures in our first
big snow! PE is
outside as long as
we can to make
sure the students
are not only staying distanced, but
getting some fresh
air!

