
THE WHOLE OF THE HUMBER ESTUARY IS A 
PROTECTED AREA AND THE AREA TO THE 
SOUTH OF CLEETHORPES  ON THE SOUTH 
BANK IS A SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC 
INTEREST (SSSI). SIGNAGE INDICATES THE 
HABITATS, FLORA AND FAUNA THAT CAN BE 
FOUND IN THIS AREA WHICH IS NOW A 
DESIGNATED SPECIAL AREA OF CONSERVATION.



HERE IN THE SAND DUNE BELT GROUND COVER IS 
COMPLETE AS NO BARE SAND IS VISIBLE. THE LOCAL 
COUNCIL ATTEMPTS TO RETAIN THE BIODIVERSITY 
SHOWN IN THE FOREGROUND BY PERIODICALLY 
CUTTING BACK THE  LARGER SHRUBS OF THE LATER 
STAGES OF THE SUCCESSION SHOWN IN THE 
BACKGROUND.



A VIEW THROUGH THE SAND DUNE BELT TO THE SALT MARSH 
AND THE OPEN SEA / ESTUARY BEYOND. THE BOARDWALK 
ALLOWS VISITORS ACCESS THROUGH THE DUNE BELT TO THE 
COAST WITHOUT DAMAGING THE ECOSYSTEM. ADJACENT TO 
THE PATH A VARIETY OF PLANTS SHOW THAT BIODIVERSITY IS 
HIGH, BUT FURTHER AWAY SEA BUCKTHORN AND OTHER 
SHRUBS TYPICAL OF THE LATER SAND DUNE SUCCESSION 
SHOW THAT ALTHOUGH BIOMASS HAS INCREASED, 
BIODIVERSITY HAS DECREASED.



HERE ARE THE REMAINS OF SOME FENCING 
THAT WAS CONSTRUCTED TO HELP PREVENT 
SAND MOVEMENT AND STABILISE THE DUNE 
BELT. IT NO LONGER HAS MUCH PURPOSE AS 
THE MARSH HAS CUT OFF FRESH SAND 
SUPPLIES AND THE DUNES HAVE PROGRESSED 
TO A LATER STAGE IN THE DUNE SUCCESSION 
WHERE LARGE SHRUBS REDUCE BIODIVERSITY 
AND CUTBACK IS PROBABLY REQUIRED.



THE SALT MARSH IS GROWING FROM SOUTH TO 
NORTH. AT CLEETHORPES BEACH IT IS NOW DUG OUT 
FREQUENTLY TO STOP IT DESTROYING THE RESORT 
FUNCTION. HERE A NEW AND ACTIVELY GROWING 
DUNE RIDGE AND EMBRYO DUNES SEEN IN THE 
BACKGROUND IS GROWING SEAWARD OF THE MARSH. 
THE MARSH IS NOW ONLY COVERED BY THE VERY 
HIGHEST TIDES.



THE BOARDWALK OUT OF THE DUNE 
BELT TO THE DEFENSIVE BANK AND 
BOATING LAKE. THE DUNES ARE NOW, 
PERHAPS, OVER-STABILISED WHICH 
MEANS THEY FORM A SIGNIFICANT 
DEFENCE AGAINST THE SEA AND RISING 
SEA LEVELS, BUT BIODIVERSITY IS 
SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCED.



A VIEW FROM THE DEFENSIVE EMBANKMENT TO 
THE BOATING LAKE, SHOWING THE OVER-MANAGED 
STATE OF THE DUNE BELT TODAY, STIMULATED BY 
THE RESORT FUNCTION OF CLEETHORPES. 
MODERN MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES WOULD 
OFFER A LIGHTER TOUCH THAT DOES NOT 
STABILISE THE DUNES COMPLETELY AND ALLOWS 
BIODIVERSITY TO FLOURISH.



CLEETHORPES BOATING LAKE WAS BUILT ON THE 
SAND DUNE BELT IN THE 1920’s. ALTHOUGH IT 
MIRRORS A DUNE SLACK IT’S CONCRETE 
CONSTRUCTION MEANS THAT IT HAS NONE OF THE 
HABITATS ANS BIODIVERSITY ASSOCIATED WITH A 
DUNE SLACK. A POPULAR SITE FOR LOCALS AND 
VISITORS IT IS NOW HOME TO A VARIETY OF BIRD 
SPECIES, PARTICULARLY SWANS, GEESE AND DUCKS.



THE DUNE BELT AND SALT MARSH IN SOUTH 
CLEETHORPES ARE AFFECTED BY COASTAL 
SQUEEZE. HERE THE BOATING LAKE CAR PARK 
IS TO THE RIGHT AND ON THE LEFT ARE A MAIN 
ROAD AND SUBURBAN HOUSING. AS URBAN 
AND SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT ENCROACH ON 
THE DUNE BELT IT IS SQUEEZED BETWEEN THIS 
AND RISING SEA LEVELS, PUTTING THE 
ECOSYSTEM UNDER STRESS.



ONLY AT THE EXTREME NORTHERN END OF THE ORIGINAL 
DUNE BELT IS THERE ENOUGH OPEN SAND FOR WIND TO 
CONTINUE TO DEVELOP EMBRYO DUNES SUCH AS THOSE 
IN THE FOREGROUND. HERE, SAND IS BEING HELD BY 
MARRAM GRASS WHICH CAN GROW IN THIS DRY 
ENVIRONMENT DUE TO DEEP TAP ROOTS AND THIN 
LEAVES THAT LOSE LITTLE WATER BY EVAPORATION.

IN THE BACKGROUND THE DUNES ARE ALREADY FIXED 
BY SEA BUCKTHORN.




