January 2018 Newsletter
What will be your ‘epiphany’ in 2018?
One of my favorite gospel verses is John 1:5, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.” We need light in our lives: to see, to thrive, to grow food, and to be comforted, but in the often
gloomy winter days of January, after the holiday parties have come and gone, it’s easy to feel surrounded by
darkness. If you’re feeling a little sad after all the carols have been sung and the tree has come down,
remember that we celebrate The Feast of Epiphany on January 6.
We mark the arrival of the Magi to the infant Jesus’ birthplace, led by the brilliant light of a magnificent star.
This ‘epiphany’ represents the Magi’s awareness of God’s saving grace—the first time that a people other
than the Jews recognized Jesus as the Messiah sent for the whole world. The Christ Child in the manger is
beheld by the wise kings of the Orient, and they suddenly grasp the reason for the shining star that led them
to Bethlehem: it is to worship the Son of God. Their ‘epiphany’ leads them to bow down before an innocent
baby, who will grow to reign over all Creation.
What will be your ‘epiphany’ in 2018? How will you allow your heart to be tugged by the Holy Spirit toward
the discovery of God’s mystery or an encounter with Christ? Each day we experience an epiphany of God’s
grace, if our eyes and ears are open to perceive it. Don’t hide the light of Christ within you under a basket:
let it shine, brilliantly, so that you may lead others to their own epiphany of God’s grace.

Peace and blessings to all, and Happy New Year! Pastor Monica

Church News

The mission of Epiphany Lutheran Church is to show forth Christ
by proclaiming the Gospel to form lives through scripture, the promises of Baptism,
the sharing of the Lord’s Supper and service to neighbor.
Council Meeting Summary December
The Epiphany Church Council and Pastor Monica Weber met on Tuesday, December 12, 2017 in the Kingsway Christian
Church Board Room for the monthly council meeting. All council members except Ed Schumacher were present with a
quorum established.
Dan Scherf, a new member to council, was welcomed by the existing council members.
On a positive note, 45 hams were donated this year to the Epiphany Outreach project for the Collierville Food Pantry.
This exceeded the 40 collected last year by 5. Dan Scherf , financial secretary, will provide the names of the donors of
the Advent Barnyard Project sometime after December 17, which is the last day to contribute to the Advent project.
Business requiring a vote of the Council:
Pastor Ryan with Kingsway Christian has suggested that his church and Epiphany share more services together. Pastor
Monica recommended February 11, March 28 (Holy Wednesday), May 20 (Pentecost), a July date TBD and September
2, a God’s Work Our Hands work day . The combined service dates are to be finalized and both pastors would share
pastoral responsibilities. The Council discussed the merits of these combined services and voted unanimously to
approve the suggested dates with details to be finalized.
The Council approved a $1.00 per hour pay increase for Carol Webster, Epiphany’s Communication Coordinator. This
amounts to approximately a $15.00 increase per week. The council feels with Carol Webster’s stellar job performance,
a pay increase is well deserved and long overdue.
Council approved a new Funeral and Memorial policy for Epiphany which will be referred to for all funerals and
memorials going forward. The Council will serve as the Memorial Team for the present time.
New Business:
The Council decided on responsibilities for 2018. Carol Rife will remain as Council President, Martha Garner as Vice
President and Fellowship, Lori Crossmock as Treasurer, Dan Scherf as Financial Secretary, Chris Kelyman as Secretary
and Stewardship, Jennifer Parker for Evangelism, Ed Schumacher for Long Range Planning, Christine Fox for Outreach,
Wendell Kruse for Property and Pastor for Worship and Music and Youth and Education. The Council looks forward to
a successful 2018 with the support and backing of the entire congregation.
The first Council Meeting in the New Year will be Wednesday, January 24, 2018 at 7 p.m. with no Executive Meeting.

Respectfully submitted by Epiphany Church Council Secretary, Chris Kelyman

NOTE: Council Members - please send your reports to Martha Garner
10 days prior to the next meeting on January 24th!
Note from Your Council President
January is a time to look forward to the New Year and to make plans. But I can’t help but look back to 2017 and see all
that we accomplished. I am so grateful to everyone on the council for their work, energy, and support. Thank you also
to John Crossmock who led us in two planning sessions to help us discern our priorities.
Looking ahead, I am eager to see those in our community helped through our outreach projects. I welcome the
deeper discussions ahead as our Transitional Planning team starts in February. And I look forward to our worship
services and community of believers coming together.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our successful 2017 and I look forward to an even greater 2018.
~Carol Rife
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Home Place News…
2017 was a record year for our growing Community Garden at Home Place! We harvested a total of 1,770 pounds of
vegetables which were donated to the Collierville Food Pantry, Trinity Ministries, Saint Mary’s Soup Kitchen and the
Page Robbins Adult Day Center.
On December 16th, the garden crew worked to begin getting the garden ready for the best year ever in 2018! A big
scoop of aggregate was delivered and spread under the shed roof area. Many thanks to Norman Brown of EPLEX for
his generosity in providing this much-needed material!
We planted a 4’ x 6’ wooden post at the outside middle of the shed area, and also removed the northeast corner
garden fence post and replaced with a new 4’ x 6’ post. Now that these new corner posts have been installed, we are
ready to install new posts on the west side of the garden. We also loosened and removed staples from old posts.
Garden hours for this year are scheduled for Wednesdays and Saturdays from 8:30 am - 11:30 am. Please watch the
weekly news and check the online calendar to get updates as garden days are “as needed” at the moment until the
growing season kicks into high gear.
We’re starting the completion of our two medium-term plan projects - the re-fencing (new posts, wire mesh) of the
perimeter of the ABC beds and the construction of a shed at the back of the Garden. We’ve nearly used all of our two
$250 Action Team “seed money” credit cards from Thrivent, and we need additional funds to complete the projects.
How can you help? If you’re a Thrivent member, you can apply for Action Team funds (each Thrivent member can
receive two $250 grants a year for projects) - find out more about these grants! You can also contribute to our
GoFundMe project - Here is the link to donate - please share it with friends and family!

3

Volunteers for Sunday Collections Needed!
We are looking for outreach volunteers for the first Sunday of each month! On each first Sunday, we will be collecting
donations for the Collierville Food Pantry as well as Chosen Vessel Ministries (see their needs below). You will be
responsible for collecting any donations received at church on that first Sunday and delivering them to the recipients.
Please contact Christine Fox to sign up or if you have any questions.

Room in the Inn
We are very excited to start working with Kingsway on Room in the Inn! Epiphany is providing a total of 5-6 people to
serve at Room at the Inn on the first Monday of each month. The upcoming Monday dates for Room in the Inn are:
 February 5
 March 5
Kingsway/Room in the Inn will need help from Epiphany for the following tasks:
 3 people total for laundry (two Sunday after service to help make beds & one on Tuesday to pick up bedding)
 3 to serve on Monday night (help in kitchen with clean up, dinner service, etc.)
Kingsway also would love help with cooking on Monday nights (most cooking occurs at members’ homes and reheating
is the primary activity in the Kingsway kitchen). Whole Foods provides donations, although the donations are unpredictable; cooks need to be able to work with is donated. If we can get folks to sign up for cooking as well as our other
commitments (listed above) that would be great. Kingsway would be happy to have some folks available to go over
cooking needs & processes if we get volunteers. Please contact Christine Fox if you have any questions!

Sign up for Room in the Inn
Don’t forget our friends at Chosen Vessel ministries
Founded by Epiphany member Linda Barnes, Chosen Vessel Ministries guides
and counsels women newly-released from prison as they attempt to re-enter
society, and helps women in need find employment and housing and become
productive
members of society. Please put your donations in the marked bin at the back of
the church. Suggested items include:





Inspirational Items - Books with themes that emphasize believing in yourself, gratitude, forgiveness, or acceptance
Supplies for Art Therapy - Markers, coloring books, coloring pencils. Also,
three-ring binders, notebooks and journals
Groceries - Kroger cards provide maximum flexibility to Chosen Vessel and
women in counseling
Office Equipment and Supplies - A small refrigerator, a desk, a filing cabinet
that locks, copy paper

In the future, there will be additional opportunities to help. Working together,
Epiphany Lutheran and Chosen Vessel Ministries can make a huge difference in the lives of women in need. For more
information, Linda may be reached at 901-361-4763 or by e-mail.
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Community Christmas Concert
Many thanks to Jacob Allen for arranging the wonderful concert on December 10th! And thanks to all the musicians
for their participation - Joshua Keller (Cellist), Kate Ryan (Violinist) and the University of Memphis Musical Theater Students!

Thanks to Mikah Meyer for joining us December 17th!
We appreciate Mikah Meyer joining us for worship on Sunday 12/17 and
sharing his experiences and testimony with us, as well as his vocal talents!
To find out more about Mikah’s journey, visit his website. It may inspire
you to visit some of our beautiful National Parks this year!

Caroling at Hearthside
Everyone had a wonderful time
Christmas caroling at Hearthside Senior Living in
Collierville on December 9th!
And of course that was followed by our Christmas
fellowship - anyone have any pictures to share?
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Upcoming Events
GOE (Gals of Epiphany)
January 6

Join us for a “Baby Shower!”
Join us this coming Sunday, January 7 for a “baby
shower!” In celebration of the Baptism of our Lord, the
congregation will be invited to come forward to the altar
for a baptismal blessing.

Join us at 9 am in the
Kingsway Boardroom for study & fellowship. Our
continuing study led by Pastor Monica is “A Woman
Overwhelmed,” an examination of Jesus’
mother, Mary. Join us as we discern what’s truly
important to a life of faith, and how to carve out
ways to nourish your soul. Pastor Monica has extra
workbooks!

MOE Bacon Saturday
January 13
The Men of Epiphany (MOE) will meet at 8:30 am at
Perkins Family Restaurant in Collierville for
breakfast, fellowship and devotion. Please join us!

You will receive a baby shower invitation that day with
information on donations to be collected for Life Choices
Pregnancy Care Center on the following two Sundays
(January 14th and January 21st).

Make a Joyful Noise!

When Jesus is baptized, he’s formally ‘adopted’ by God. Isn’t
that a little strange, since he’s God’s Son? And isn’t it a little
strange that we, too, are adopted by God in holy baptism,
when God creates us in the first place? Baptism is another
one of God’s holy mysteries, by which we are claimed as
beloved, forgiven children who will always have a place in
God’s Kingdom, no matter what wrongs we commit.
Remember your baptism, and celebrate the gift of
unconditional grace given to you by Jesus the Christ, who
dies for you, so that God erases the record of your sin,
forever.

Synod News
Epiphany was featured in Issue #492 of the Southeastern
Synod
newsletter in December! If you would like to sign up to
receive the newsletter regularly, please submit your e-mail
here.
Each year from January 18-25, Christians are encouraged to
pray together as a sign of the unity that is already theirs in
Christ. The theme for the 2018 Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity is “Your Right Hand, O Lord, Glorious in Power” based
on Exodus 15:6. Find out more about the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity...
Visit the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA website
for all the latest news...
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Thank You!
Dear Epiphany Friends,
Thank you so very much for the generous gift to me this Christmas!
I’m truly blessed by you in the riches of friendship and give thanks to
God daily for your encouragement, support, Leadership and
participation. May God grant us health individually and as a
congregation in 2018! Peace, Pastor Monica

Dear Epiphany Congregation:
Many thanks for your kindness and the very generous Christmas gift! I am blessed to work with each and every one of
you, and look forward to working together with you to grow the Epiphany church and ministries in the coming year. I
wish you all much peace and happiness in this new year! Peace be with you. Carol Webster

Happiest of Birthdays and
God's Blessings!
Donna Cohen - January 7
Vicki Scherf - January 14
Dick Wieland - January 19
Carol Wilcynski - January 28
Praharsh Lankapalli - January 30
Have we missed your birthday?
Please send the month/day to Pastor Monica
so you can be included!

Your contributions make a difference!
Click on the photo or use the link below to
start shopping at Amazon and support Epiphany!
smile.amazon.com/ch/01-0845977
-

Kroger Community Rewards - Click here to register with Kroger's Community
Rewards program. We are registered as Epiphany Lutheran Church, organization #39854.
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Member of the Month Spotlight
This spring, we continue to highlight a different member of Epiphany Lutheran
Church in the monthly newsletter! This month, Rick Barnard is in the spotlight!
What is your favorite hymn?
"You Are Mine" by David Haas. I feel serene and at peace every time I hear it.
What is your favorite Bible verse?
Frankly, I'm not a student of the Bible. Haven't read it since I was about 14. But I
still love the story of David and Goliath in the book of Samuel. Most of us are
champions of the underdog. And this is a story about the triumph of good over
evil. It's a terrific teaching tool to use when talking with young children.
What do you enjoy most about Epiphany?
Lots of things. The members of Epiphany are gregarious, friendly people. We're
very welcoming to others. I'm proud of the outreach we do. We're not content
to go to church, sing a couple of hymns and call ourselves Lutherans. We walk
the walk. That's really important to me.
What are your hobbies?
Photography is my only hobby. It's very creative. And it's physically challenging. The pursuit of good shooting sites
takes me to places like the Utah outback and the coasts of Iceland. Also, photographs make people happy. Give
someone a photo of a flower or a candid of their child and watch their reaction. Their faces light up. I love that.
What is one thing most people don’t know about you?
I'm a would-be politician. In college, I was uncertain whether to choose a career in politics or journalism. I choose journalism and had an enjoyable career covering politics in Washington. But I've occasionally questioned whether I made
the right choice.
Please contact Carol Webster if you’d like to be highlighted in an upcoming issue.

Rick Barnard Photography Exhibit
We are thrilled that our very own Rick Barnard will have an exhibition the
first quarter of 2018 - mark your calendars! This beautiful gardenia is just
one of the prints that will be featured in the exhibit. You can see more
beautiful photos in Rick’s online photographic gallery.
The Salvation Amy Ray & Joan Kroc Corps Community Center invites you
to "Visions of Nature," an exhibition of photographic prints by Rick
Barnard.
 January 4 – March 5, 2018
 Opening Reception: 5:30-7:30 P.M., Friday, January 5, 2018
The Salvation Army Ray & Joan Kroc Corps Community Center is located at
800 E. Parkway South, Memphis, Tennessee 38104

Thanks to all you participated in God’s Global Barnyard!
Thanks to the many Epiphany families whose donations, totaling $920,
will feed many hungry people!
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January 2018 Calendar of Events
(Please check our calendar online for the most up-to-date information)
Mon 1/1

6 pm - Kingsway Christian Church

Room at the Inn

Sat 1/6

TBD - Home Place
9 am - Kingsway Library

Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed
GOE (Gals of Epiphany) Study & Fellowship

Sun 1/7

9:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Choir Practice
Sunday School ages 5+ - Adult
Baptism of our Lord/First Sunday after Epiphany - Worship & Holy
Communion; Baby Shower Begins!
Coffee Fellowship

Wed 1/10

TBD - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed

Sat 1/13

TBD - Home Place
8:30 am - Perkins Family Restaurant

Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed
MOE (Men of Epiphany) Study & Fellowship

Sun 1/14

9:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Choir Practice
Sunday School ages 5+ - Adult
Second Sunday after Epiphany - Worship & Holy Communion; Baby
Shower Continues!
Coffee Fellowship

Wed 1/17

TBD - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed

Sat 1/20

TBD - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed

Sun 1/21

9:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Choir Practice
Sunday School ages 5+ - Adult
Third Sunday after Epiphany —Worship & Holy Communion; Baby
Shower Ends!
Coffee Fellowship

Wed 1/24

TBD - Home Place
7 pm - Kingsway Boardroom

Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed
Council Meeting

Sat 1/27

TBD - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed

Sun 1/28

9:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Choir Practice
Sunday School ages 5+ - Adult
Third Sunday after Epiphany —Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Wed 1/31

TBD - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed
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January 2018 Worship Servants
1/7

1/14

1/21

1/28

Assistant Minister

Wendell Kruse

John Crossmock

OPEN

John Garner

Lector

Diane Kruse

OPEN

John Garner

OPEN

Greeter/Usher

John & Martha Garner

Ed & Becca Schumacher

John & Lori Crossmock

OPEN

Com Assistant

John Crossmock

Lori Crossmock

Martha Garner

Martha Garner

Acolyte

Lori Crossmock

OPEN

John Garner

OPEN

Crucifer

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

Com Linens

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

Coffee

John & Martha Garner

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

Altar

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

Council Host

Lori Crossmock

Martha Garner

Christine Fox

Chris Kelyman

Council Money

Dan Scherf

Dan Scherf

Dan Scherf

Dan Scherf

As we start this new year, please sign up soon for worship services in the first quarter of 2018 - we’d like to have signups completed four weeks ahead so that we know where to fill in as needed. If you have not yet used the system,
here are complete instructions on how to use SignUp Genius and download the mobile app to your phone. If you have
any questions, please contact Carol Webster.

Worship Servant Sign-Up

Partnering with Christ to Renew Lives

Epiphany is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Epiphany Lutheran Church
Worship Location
Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
7887 Poplar Ave.
Germantown, TN 38138
Mailing Address
PO Box 1805
Collierville, TN 38027

Rev. Monica Weber
Phone
Email
Website
Facebook
Twitter

pastormonicaepiphanylutheran@gmail.com
901-861-6227
info@epiphanylu.org
www.epiphanylu.org
www.Facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran
www.twitter.com/epiphanycville
www.twitter.com/pastormonicaweb
https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville

Instagram
YouTube

10

