




 1 John 4:7-21 
For True Life …  

Dear friends  
[Beloved, NRSV], 

let us love one another! 



 1 John 4:7-21 
That Love Comes from God  



 1 John 4:7-21 
Acknowledge His Son, Jesus Christ  



 1 John 4:7-21 
His Love Is Made Complete in Us  

Johannine Ecclesiology for Today! 



 1 John 4:7-21 
We Love because He First Loved Us 

The Lord did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more 
numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 
 

But it was because the Lord loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers 
that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of 
slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.           Deuteronomy 7:8-9 



1. Everyone who loves has been born of God. 
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The Lord said to Moses, “How long will these people treat me with contempt? 
How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I 

have performed among them? 
Numbers 14:11 

He who oppresses the poor shows contempt 
for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the 

needy honor God. 
Proverbs 14:31; 17:5 
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1. Everyone who loves has been born of God. 
2. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God lives in him. 
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I – Iota or Iesous (which means Jesus) 
 
X – Chi or Christos (which means Christ) 
 
 Υ– Upsilon or Yidos/Huios (means Son) 
 
Ө – Theta or Theou (which means God) 
 
Σ – Sigma or Soter (which means Savior). 
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1. Everyone who loves has been born of God. 
2. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God lives in him. 
3. There is no fear in love. 
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The Lord is with me; he is my 
helper. I will look in triumph on 

my enemies. (v.7) 
 

It is better to take refuge in the 
Lord than to trust in man. (v.8) 

 

This is the day that the Lord 
has made; let us rejoice and be 

glad in it. (v.24) 
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3. There is no fear in love. 
  
  
  
  



“I must continue by faith or it is too great a 
burden to bear and violence, …. Only a 

refusal to hate or kill, can put an end to the 
chain of violence in the world and lead us 
toward a community where men can live 

together without fear. 
 

Our goal is to create a beloved community  
and this will require a qualitative change in 
our souls as well as a quantitative change in 
our lives.” 

 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

from “Non-Violence: The Only Road to Freedom” 
May 4, 1966 

3. There is no fear in love. 
  
  
  
  

 “True Life among Us” 
Part 7. God Is Love 



3. There is no fear in love. 
  
  
  
  

 “True Life among Us” 
Part 7. God Is Love 

History Prof. Alfred W. McCoy 
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What’s next?  
… ending Washington’s world leadership … 
… a new order,  

whether redolent with promise or  
laden with menace… 



3. There is no fear in love. 
  
  
  
  

Almighty God:  
We make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt 
keep the United States in Thy holy protection; 
that thou wilt incline the hearts of the citizens 
to cultivate a spirit of subordination and 
obedience to government, and entertain a 
brotherly affection and love for one another 
and for their fellow-citizens of the United 
States at large.  
 

And finally that Thou wilt most graciously be 
pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love 
mercy and to demean ourselves with that 
charity, humility and pacific temper of mind 
which were the characteristics of the Divine 
Author of our blessed religion without a 
humble imitation of whose example in these 
things we can never hope to be a happy 
nation.  
 

Grant our supplication, we beseech Thee, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  “True Life among Us” 

Part 7. God Is Love 


