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Commander’s Corner H H H
Stanley S. Lipinskir

It’s almost Spring and now more than ever we need to look at the coming year.
For the Post, the single largest challenge facing us is finding individuals willing to serve as officers.
Currently, we have the following positions unfilled: judge advocate, finance officer, adjutant, and
service officer. Thank you to Bob Pillmore for “wearing several hats.” He has taken over the duties
of finance officer, and is still the Post’s adjutant and web master. Bob also wants to be replaced
as adjutant. Our current 1st Vice Commander, Mike Jackson, is also serving as sergeant-at-arms. Debbie
and Ron Dubois, Jerry Patterson, Chuck Teague, and Tom Brotherton joined our executive team last year.
Owing to health issues, Chuck had to withdraw from active participation as judge advocate. Tom Harder
also resigned as finance officer. Tom gave us a year’s notice and finally quit over frustration dealing with
the IRS. Service Officer Bill Baran resigned, citing that he had more pressing personal obligations. Bob
Jordan has relocated to Arkansas, and his chairmanship of the High School Scholarship Committee has
been taken over by Tom Brotherton. Overall, we have gained some really good people and we have lost
some really good people, but what the Post really needs is more people willing to serve.
Our February General Membership meeting was a great event! Many thanks to all who participated: Jerry Patterson for his interesting presentation and all of his efforts in securing the adult refreshments
served at the meeting; Tammy Jackson, Debbie Dubois, and Jessica Killgore for decorating the room and presenting Valentine roses to the ladies; Cathy Miller for donating three gift bags of wine & chocolate for door
prizes; and to all of our members who attended the meeting. They contributed to making it one of the best
meetings we have had in the past couple of years.
Our April General Membership meeting is scheduled for 7:00 PM on Tuesday, April 5. We
have reserved the Onion Creek Club’s Demaret Room for the evening. Chaplin Emmett Thomason was
able to arrange for the meeting’s guest speaker, Dwayne Lee. Mr. Lee is a Rotarian and a photographer who
has given photo presentations to several civic organizations, to include Rotary Club and Lions. The focus of
his presentation will be on Normandy, France. Look for an email from SignUpGenius.
In another month or two, we will be having nominations and the election of new officers.
We are possibly in worse shape now than we were a year ago. I do not wish to be the purveyor of “gloom and
doom,” but without a full complement of officers, we cannot continue as an active Post. With this in mind, it
is difficult to enthusiastically promote fund-raising activities and plan future events. All I can state is the future
of Onion Creek American Legion Post 326 will be determined by the members in May and June of this year.
HHH

Legionnaire • www.alegiononioncreek.org • April 2022

Adjutant’s Report

Bob Pillmore, Adjutant, Webmaster

Since our last newsletter, the Post

The minutes from both meetings can be found on the

has held one General Membership

website: www.alegiononioncreek.org/minutes.html

meeting in February and an Executive Committee meeting in March.

MEMBERSHIP

The February membership meeting was
held in the Onion Creek Club Demaret
Room and was attended by 15 members, nine spouses, and two guests.

Since our last newsletter, we became aware of the

During the February business meeting:
• Tom Harder announced his retirement as Finance
Officer. Bob Pillmore will assume his duties until
a replacement can be found.

October 2021, another longtime member. Our sincere

• Jerry Patterson announced that the membership
drive has added several new members.
• Operation Jump Start 2022 was announced and
the first requests for donations would begin
within a few weeks.
• A fundraising golf tournament is in the early
planning stages for a fall date.
• The membership expressed an interest in exploring
the possibility of forming an Auxiliary associated
with the Post.
After the business meeting there was a wine social followed by an interesting presentation by Jerry Patterson
about some little known characters in Texas history.
The following issues were discussed in the
March Executive Committee meeting:
• The Post had four key members of the board to
fill: Finance Officer, Judge Advocate, Service Officer, and Adjutant. In addition, we will need someone to fill the Commander position in the new year.
• Tom Brotherton has filled the High School Scholarship chair and has begun making contact with
the high schools we support.
• We are looking for an outside firm or individual
to manage the fall golf tournament.
• Operation Jump Start 2022 has begun.

loss of James Bridges, a longtime Post 326 member
who passed away in November 2021. We have also just
recently found out about the passing of Cliff Stark in
condolences go out to their families.
We’ve added one new member, Dennis Nihiser,
who is transferring from Post 320 in Virginia. Dennis
and his wife, Caroline, have moved to Buda.
2022 Post membership currently stands at 95.

We are well below our 2021 membership of 132. Hopefully our recruiting program will help rebuild membership. What we most need is active members willing to
serve the Post on the Executive Committee and other
committees that support the goals of the Post.
We would appreciate any member willing to step
up to help. We also encourage our members to assist
in recruiting new members. Our recruiting flyer and
membership applications are available on the website:
www.alegiononioncreek.org/membership2.html
Membership eligibility requirements have changed, now
requiring only one day of active duty as documented
by a DD-214 and an honorable discharge. H

+

FMI: bob.pillmore@gmail.com or 512-921-5952

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Tuesday, April 5 • 7:00 pm
Onion Creek Club
Demaret Room

• There was a discussion of what we can do to
reactivate the Post.
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Invite
a new member
to join Post 326!

Commander
Stan Lipinski

What does
Onion Creek American Legion Post 326 do?
Over the past three decades, Post 326 has awarded more than $350,000 in
scholarships to deserving Veterans and high school students. We have also
contributed to dozens of community activities, charities supporting Veterans,
and directly to Veterans needing help in obtaining employment or housing.
We fund these efforts by hosting an annual golf tournament and by direct
requests for donations to local businesses and individuals. Post 326 usually
meets at the Onion Creek Country Club. (You don’t need to be a member of
the Club to join us!)

Who is eligible
for American Legion membership?
If you’ve served just one day active duty since December 7, 1941, and have
been discharged under honorable conditions, you are eligible to join the
American Legion. It’s not necessary to have overseas or wartime service. If
you’re thinking “I’m not eligible because I was ‘just’ in the National Guard
or Reserve,” you’re incorrect. You served your country. National Guard and
Reserve duty qualify for Legion membership. If you went on even one day of
active duty for training in the National Guard or the Reserve, you are eligible.

How do I join?
Go to: www.alegiononioncreek.org/membership

Welcome Aboard!
Photos L–R, top–bottom: Marine Corp Honor Guard, Past Commander Ken Baucom presenting check to representative
for the Homeless Vets Relief Fund (inset: current Commander Stan Lipinski), Boys/Girls State students, Post members at
Vietnam memorial. Clyde Walls congratulates one of Post 326’s annual golf tournament winners, new Post members.

If you have questions, please contact Jerry Patterson

jerrypattersontexas@gmail.com
512-740-5650

JROTC AWARD FOR 2022
Stanley S. Lipinski Jr

Onion Creek American Legion Post 326
to
award medals to JROTC students
.................................................
Post 326 will be awarding three (3) General
Military Excellence Medals and two (2)
Scholastic Achievement Medals to area
JROTC students.
To qualify for the General Military Excellence Award, the cadet must meet the following:
(a) Be in the top 25% of his/her class in JROTC
and non-JROTC subjects.
(b)Have demonstrated outstanding qualities in
military leadership, discipline, character, and
citizenship.
To qualify for the Scholastic Excellence
Award the cadet must meet the following:
(a) Be in the top 10% of his/her class in nonJROTC subjects.
(b)Be in the top 25% of his/her class in JROTC.
(c) Have demonstrated qualities of leadership.
(d)Have actively participated in related student
activities such as student organizations, con
structive activities, or sports.
•Recommended by Lieutenant Colonel Anthony A.
Gussman, USAF (Ret) Senior Aerospace Science
Teacher, James Bowie High School, for the General
Military Excellence Medal is Cadet Luke Ferrara.

•Recommended by Lieutenant Colonel John
Wimp, USMC (Ret) Senior Marine Instructor for
the General Military Excellence Medal is Cadet
Nathanael Quiles.
•Lieutenant Colonel Wimp has also recommended
Cadet Destiney Garcia for the Scholastic Achievement Medal.
•Recommended by Lieutenant Commander John
Berry USN (Ret), Senior Naval Science Instructor,
Lehman High School, for the General Military
Medal is Cadet Petty Officer 3rd Class Jordan Holte.
•Lieutenant Commander Berry has also recommended
Cadet Petty Officer 3rd Class Jayden Deanda for
the Scholastic Excellence Medal.
•Recommended by Lieutenant Colonel Kerry Lewis
(Ret), Senior Aerospace Science Instructor, Akins
High School, for the Scholastic Excellence Award
is Cadet Ginny Ha Dong.
•Lieutenant Colonel Lewis has also recommended
Cadet Harris O’Baugh for the General Military
Excellence Award.
Medals will be presented at each of the high school’s
spring award ceremonies. H

A special thank-you goes out
to Carl Becker for once again
chairing the Post’s JROTC medals.

“The truth of the matter is that you always know
the right thing to do. The hard part is doing it.”
—Norman Schwarzkopf
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OPERATION JUMPSTART 2022
Earlier this month, seventy-nine letters were mailed to previous
Operation Jump Start contributors & Memorial Golf Tournament sponsors.
Volunteer teams will be making follow-up contact with all.

March/April 2022

Dear Friend of Post 326,
Operation Jump Start 2022 is underway!
We thank you for supporting our mission in the past — whether you were a sponsor of one of our Memorial Golf
Tournaments, or if you contributed to last year’s Operation Jump Start 2021.
Onion Creek American Legion Post 326 is a volunteer organization comprised of veterans helping veterans.
Congress chartered the American Legion in 1919 as a patriotic, wartime veteran organization devoted to mutual
helpfulness. It is a not-for-profit community-service organization, which now numbers nearly 3 million members.
Post 326 was permanently chartered on September 30, 1986, and is a tax-exempt 501(c) 19 organization. Since
2005, Post 326 has awarded scholarships to veterans in need who are attending local four-year colleges, and in 2018
Huston-Tillotson was added to our qualified institutions list. This year we awarded nine scholarships to qualified veterans and Junior ROTC students. We also support Fisher House, Fort Hood USO, Texas Boys/Girls State, Buda
Veterans Service Organization, and properly vetted veterans who need help with employment or temporary housing.
Supporting all of these activities is a financial responsibility that we are willing to bear, but we need your help
to continue supporting. All of the money contributed goes toward our many benevolent causes.
We are asking for your support so that Post 326 can continue to help our veterans and our community. Last year
we raised over $13,000 from Jump Start 2021; however, our total outflow was close to $26,000. We expected the
deficit, given the limited fundraising activities available because of the COVID epidemic, but we now need to
replenish our fundraising account. (In previous years, our major fundraising event was our Memorial Golf
Tournament. Although the tournament has been temporarily paused because of COVID and changing membership
demographics, we are optimistic that Post 326 may restart the tournament in the fall.)
Please consider a donation at one of the following levels:
• Platinum/Premium: $1000 or more
• Gold: $500 – $999
• Silver: $100 – $499
• Bronze: $1 – $99
Sincerely,
Stanley S. Lipinski Jr,
Stanley S. Lipinski Jr, Commander
Onion Creek American Legion Post 326
Make your check payable to (and mail by April 30, 2022):
American Legion Post 326 • Attn: Operation Jump Start 2022 • P.O. Box 314 • Manchaca, TX 78652

................................................................

Or you can contribute via PayPal. Visit alegiononioncreek.org and look for the PayPal button at the top
right corner of the screen. At the website you may also make a pledge, or you can set up a recurring payment.

Legionnaire • www.alegiononioncreek.org • April 2022

5

American Legion Post 326
P.O. Box 314
Manchaca, TX 78652-0314
www.alegiononioncreek.org
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Please Join Us!

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING
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Tuesday, April 5
7:00 pm
Onion Creek Club
Demaret Room

CURRENT OFFICERS

To:

AT-LARGE MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Commander – Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
(309)

368-5446 • stan61401@yahoo.com

Plus:
At-Large – Current
CharlesOfficers
R. “Bob”
Caudill
(512 )

At-Large – William O. “Bill” Welch

First Vice Commander – Michael R. “Mike” Jackson
(512 )

282-2712 • mjackson1000@yahoo.com

(512 )

810-9179 • billwelch@sbcglobal.net

(512 )

567-2193 • RonJDubois@gmail.com

At-Large – Ron Dubois

Second Vice Commander – Thomas L. “Larry” Hohl
(512)

523-8532 • larryhohl@austin.rr.com

Adjutant – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512)

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

Webmaster – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512 )

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

Sergeant-at-Arms – Michael R. “Mike” Jackson
(512 )

282-2712 • mjackson1000@yahoo.com

Service Officer – Open
Chaplain – Emmett L. Thomason
( 469)

438-7426 • emmett_thomason@hotmail.com

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

Historian – Jerry Patterson

Acting Finance Officer – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512)

282-6807 • mjctexas@aol.com

(512 )

740-5650 • jerrypattersontexas@gmail.com

Judge Advocate
- Open
COMMITTEE
CHAIRPERSONS
High School Scholarships – Tom Brotherton
(512 )

786-7245 • tbrotherton2@gmail.com

Fundraising, Boys/Girls State – Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
(309)

368-5446 • stan61401@yahoo.com
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