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Proclaiming Christ in Pinellas County

The Eighth Weekend after Pentecost
July 17 & 18, 2021
In the name of Jesus, our Savior & Lord, welcome!
Whether it’s your first time with us or Bay Pines is
your church home, we’re glad you’re here! If you :
. . . have questions, please ask – we’ll do our best to answer;
. . . need the restrooms, they’re in the hallway just off the north-east corner
of our sanctuary (so, if you’re facing the altar up front, look back and left);
. . . can stick around after worship, we’d love to get to know you;
. . . would like a call from one of our staff, they’d love to connect with you!
If you brought young children today, thank you! Please know :
. . . we love to hear them sing, pray, and speak along, and this is a great
setting to help them respond to church, to God, and to one another;
. . . their wiggles don’t bother us (their wiggles don’t bother Jesus, either);
. . . you can sit up front where little eyes and ears are able to see and hear;
. . . both the men’s and women’s restrooms have diaper-changing stations,
and there’s a cry-room adjacent the restrooms as well;
. . . we love that each one of you is here, and we’d be blessed to serve you!
To adore the God of Order in a fitting and orderly way (I Corinthians 14:33, 40), our
path of worship is printed in this booklet. Today, weary hearts lean again on the
heart of the One who says, “come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and
I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28), and we consider the worship theme:
Is the Gospel too Old & Simple?
Portions of today’s worship are reprinted & livestreamed with permission from Christian
Worship : A Lutheran Hymnal & Christian Worship Supplement under OneLicense.net #720148-A.
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Video Magazine : The WELS’ Connection
This snippet celebrates the work we get to do as a larger group of churches (a “synod”).

Opening Song : Baptized into your Name Most Holy (TEXT BELOW; BLUE HYMNAL, PG. 8)
As we ponder Christ’s victory, we also celebrate our baptism – which connects us to him!

The Invocation
Jesus promises that when we gather in his name, he’s here to bless and be with us.

Minister : In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.
All : Amen!
Baptized into your name most holy,
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
I claim a place, though weak and lowly,
Among your saints, your chosen host,
Buried with Christ and dead to sin.
Your Spirit now shall live within.

I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of
water and the Spirit.
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit (John 3:5, 6).

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS
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Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us
(Psalm 51:5).

But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (I Corinthians 6:11).
My loving Father, there you took me
To be hence-forth your child and heir.
My faithful Savior, there you let me
The fruit of all your sorrows share.
O Holy Spirit, comfort me
When threat’ning clouds around I see.
The Acknowledgment of our Wrongs
Sin offends God. Always. Aware of our own sin, we ask him for his forgiveness.

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
My faithful God you fail me never;
Your promise surely will endure.
Oh, cast me not away forever
If words and deeds become impure.
Have mercy when I come defiled;
Forgive, lift up, restore your child.
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A moment of silence to recognize our own, individual sins
and our own, deep need for forgiveness.

The Assurance of God’s Forgiveness
Jesus lived, died, and rose to forgive the world’s sins. By his grace, you’re set free!

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing
her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself
as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and
blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†)
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen!
All that I am and love most dearly –
Receive it all, O Lord, from me.
Let me confess my faith sincerely,
And help me your own child to be!
Let nothing that I am or own
Serve any will but yours alone.
The Prayer of the Day
This petition appreciates Jesus’ full forgiveness and asks for his guidance and blessing.

Eternal God, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts to direct our hearts and lives
according to your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from
error, to lead us into all truth, to teach us by your Word.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen!
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A Childlike Illustration : “Two Simple Sticks” Do a Lot
This illustration & devotion are geared for the children & child-like with us today.

WE HEAR

G OD SPEAK

A Reading from the Old Testament : Genesis 3:14, 15

15 And

I will put enmity between you and
the woman, and between your offspring and
hers; he will crush your head, and you will
strike his heel.”

POINT TO PONDER

So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you
have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock
and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly
and you will eat dust all the days of your life.

:

In a way that is profoundly gracious, the simplicity of the gospel is almost as old as
mankind’s need for forgiveness. In love – from ancient days! – God promised a Savior.

To people
amazingly
complex, God
speaks a simple
good-news
promise of a
Savior.
Identify the
beauty in it.

This is God’s Word.

A Reading from the Gospels: John 15:1-17
Amidst all the advices of the world and ways of earthly wisdom, the voice from heaven – the
same which spoke to Adam and Eve – speaks words of confident clarity: salvation in Jesus!

6|P age

:
POINT TO PONDER

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John
with him and led them up a high mountain, where
they were all alone. There he was transfigured
before them. 3 His clothes became dazzling white,
whiter than anyone in the world could bleach
them. 4 And there appeared before them Elijah
and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.

The balance of
our salvation’s
intricate design
and simple truth
meet us the
Father’s voice
(verse 7).
How so?

5 Peter

said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to
be here. Let us put up three shelters – one for you, one for Moses and one
for Elijah.” 6 (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
7 Then

a cloud appeared and covered them,
and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my
Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”
8 Suddenly,

when they looked around, they no
longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.
9 As

they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell
anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
This is the gospel of our Lord.

Sung Response : The Tree of Life

( B LU E

HY M N A L ,

754)

The “old story” of the gospel exists between (and beyond) two trees. The tree in Eden and
the tree (cross) on Calvary. This hymn delicately helps us celebrate that good-news truth.
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A Sermon Founded On : Ecclesiastes 12:1, 13, 14
Solomon wasn’t a fool – or a simpleton. In fact, he lists among the top of the wisest people
to ever live. And his advice to us all these years later? Take to heart our Creator’s Word.

Remember your Creator in the days of your youth
13 Now

all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear
God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind. 14 For
God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing,
whether it is good or evil.

sermon notes :

GRACIOUSLY SIMPLE. SIMPLY GRACIOUS.
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Sung Response : Jesus Loves Me This I Know

( M U LT I CO L O R E D

HY M N A L ,

158)

This stunning and personal hymn marvels at the amazing grace of our amazing God. In total
love – totally undeserved! – he died for us and is bold to give us forgiveness and life in him!

Jesus lovse me, this I know
For the Bible tells me so,
Little ones to him belong;
They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me, this I know
As he loved so long ago,
Taking children on his knee,
Saying, “Let them come to me.”
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me, he who died,
Heaven’s gates to open wide;
He has washed away my sin,
Let this little child come in.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

G OD ACCEPTS OUR GIFTS AND PRAYERS
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The Offering

( T H A N K Y O U F O R U S I N G T H E A I S L E B A S K E T F O R P H Y S I C A L O F F E R I N G S , & QR C O D E F O R D I G I T A L )

Concerning the offering, the Lord says “each one should give what he
has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7); whether the Gospel moves your
heart to support our ministry with an encouragement, a prayer, a help
or a gift – thank you; please know we appreciate you for it!

A note to worshippers about the practice of “Member Communion” :
As we prepare to celebrate our Lord’s Supper, we respectfully ask
that guests to Bay Pines would please speak with Pastor Stern before
coming to Communion. This practice is not an attempt to judge
anyone’s heart, but it does stem from the Bible’s stress on the
importance of a clear understanding of what this Supper is (I Cor. 11),
as well as the importance of the clear, outward confession of unity it
displays (I Cor. 10, et al.). Please understand this is done in loving
respect for our Lord and for all people; and, please do feel free to speak
with Pastor if you have any questions or concerns about it.
In the meanwhile, thank you for understanding and respecting the
importance of our Lord’s commands; be assured that, though we might not yet gather
together at the Lord’s Table, all of your sins are forgiven in the Gospel message!

G OD I NVITES US
The Sacrament and Lord’s Prayer (SUNG RESPONSES: AMAZING GRACE, RED HYMNAL, 379)
Happily, we celebrate God’s grace, ponder his peace, receive his Supper with thanks.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
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forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
A moment to offer today’s prayer requests and our own, individual prayers

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Amazing grace – how sweet the sound –
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see.
The Prayer of Thanksgiving
This prayer ponders the redemptive love of the Holy One whose sacrifice set us free.

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed
us with every spiritual blessing.
He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours
but also for the sins of the whole world!
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Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and
the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be
praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever!

The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

The Consecration, Distribution, and Reception of the Lord’s Supper
The Words of Institution are not a magical formula. But they do serve as a “prayer that the
Lord may do what he’s promised . . . as a confession that the body and blood of Christ are
present in the Sacrament, and as an invitation to the communicants to make Jesus’ promise
their own through faith” (God So Loved the World, 505).

In Holy Communion God gives us a unique opportunity to publicly confess our
unity of faith. He also gives us a tangible reassurance that it was his body and
blood – not ours – which paid the ransom price for the world’s sins and sealed
our salvation. With joy in our hearts and with hearts prepared to receive him,
we hear and remember the words our Savior spoke:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of
me.”
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home!

In place of singing a hymn today, worshippers may find it wise to examine
their own hearts using the Spirit Inspired of Psalms 1, 32, 51, 111.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
This prayer smiles at God’s grace that lets us depart (“nunc dimittis”) in peace with him.

Lord God, hear the thanksgiving prayer of your people. Open the lips which
have praised you here, to glorify you in the world; the eyes which have seen
the coming of your Son, to long for his coming again; the hearts which have
received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness, to be
restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; he lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever!
Amen!

G OD ASSURES US
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Concluding Benediction
Where the LORD’s name is, there his blessing also is. Refreshed by his goodness, gifts, and
grace, our service concludes with his promise to bless and be with us (Numb. 6).

Sisters and brothers, go in peace; live in harmony with one another; serve the
Lord with gladness.
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor (†) and give you peace.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun!

†

†

†
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Bay Pines’ Ministry Announcements :
for our prayers (please remember the family of these dear friends, too):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Anahlea Kummer, Chris & Rod’s granddaughter, who will be baptized today
Chuck Woodard, as God’s grace sufficient blesses him to live patiently
John Mitton, as he continues to recover from health hurdles
Leann, a friend of Debbie Vicker, as she [Leann] deals with cancer
Rhonda Uchytil’s dad, Rod Steward, as he deals with a cancer-diagnosis
Frankie Clemons, as he recovers from a stint in the hospital
our family and friends who battle everything from colds to COVID to cancers
our nation & world, for healing in God’s grace and confidence of God’s glory
our ministry in church, school, and life as we go forth with the gospel!

in our gratitude :
• each of you for being here to encourage with the gospel, and for going out to
share the news of Jesus with others. May Jesus smile on your mission work!
• Maria Buetzow & Michaela Brown for edifying our worship with music
• the Priebe, Cicco, Woodard & Dryden families for cleaning & lawn-care
• our tech crew for their efforts to make the service available online
• all who help with Feeding God’s People (food is available in the altar kitchen
& hallway just west of the sanctuary; additionally, the food pantry is open on
Mondays from 6p-7p. Please contact Eva Kiss for more info [808.457.9703])

• all who make use of the SCRIP program as a blessing for our ministry (for
more info on SCRIP, or to purchase the gift cards, please speak with Sarah
Sell and/or Mary Dryden).
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on our calendars (please email additional dates to mary.dryden@baypineslutheran.org) :
*to stay most-current on ministry-happenings and to receive our
weekly updates, please email news@baypineslutheran.com

• worship opportunities :
o Saturdays at 6:00p
o Sundays at 9:30a
o the Christian Victory service for Bill Bishop : Sunday [7/18] at 1p
• spiritual growth opportunities :
o Seeing Jesus : a study on Revelation (led by Pastor Stern)
▪ Sundays at 8:30a
▪ Wednesdays at 7p
▪ Thursdays at 10a
Just the heads up: this class will be on break in August
o

Who Am I ? : a study on Christian Identity (led by Deacon Schroeder)
▪ Wednesdays via Zoom (9am for teens, 7p for adults)

o the current Forward in Christ magazines & Meditations devotion
booklets are available on table to the left of our sanctuary’s main doors
• to-stay-mindful-of opportunities :
o
o
o
o
o
o

next congregational meeting : Sunday [July 18]
next board of education meeting: August 5
next council meeting : August 9
next building committee meeting : August 12
Ms. Judy Thrams’ installation : August 15
1st day of school at Bay Pines: August 18
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congregational meeting agenda :
“Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage
– with great patience and careful instruction.” (II Timothy 4:2).
I. Call to Order

ministry fast facts :

II. Opening Devotion

members: 399

communicants: 307

III. Minutes of Previous Meeting (see attached)
school enrollment : projected: 75?

IV. Officer Reports
a) Elder (__________)
1) Jack, Pauline, & Cora Blades were granted a

membership transfer to Peace in Trinity
2) Matthew Somers was confirmed on

Saturday, May 22
3) We’re working towards a more-accurate

Sat. Worship : 52, 43, 46

( ave. 47 )

Sun. Worship : 92, 76, 79

( ave. 83 )

Communion: ????

(ave. )

Online worship : N/A, 106, 52

( ave. 79 )

Wed. Bible Class : N/A, 14, 13

( ave. 13 )

Thurs. Bible Class : 25, 19, 22

( ave.22 )

Sun. Bible class : 19, 15, 18

( ave. 18 )

list of congregational membership
b) Pastor (Jesse Stern)
c) Deacon (Howard Schroeder)
d) Services (Jim Wilson)

Focus: ushers, Communion, counting, cleaning
e) Evangelism (Dan Buetzow)
f)

Income : $37, 787.83

YTD: $414,581.60

Board of Education (David Howe)

g) Principal’s Report (Jeff Sell)
h) Stewardship Report (Craig Jewell)
i)

Financial Secretary (Vinnie Scapicci0)

j)

Treasurer (David Vicker)

k) Trustees (Dan Haupt)
l)

2021 approved income budget : $857,336.66

Synod (Pastor Stern)

(more business on next page)

2021 approved expense budget : $833,303.29
Expenses : $122,258.32 YTD: $443,434.35

notes, dates, & action Items
July 24 – clear out Rachel I’s appartment
July 28 – Aug. 11 – Sterns out of town
Aug. 15 – Judy Thrams installation
Aug. 18 – First day of school at Bay Pines
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m) Unfinished Business
1) COVID considerations (all pew-ribbons removed after July 4; Communion remains “as is”)
2) Filling the receptionist needs with Mary Dryden’s restructured work-week in August

n) New Business
1) For financial transparency (PPP grant of $96,500 transferred from savings into checking)
2) Rental remodel & plan for payment (Jim Wareheim)
3) The building committee (Dan Haupt)
4)Returning items from Rachel Ihlenfeldt’s apartment

o) For the Conversation (just to mention casually, not to detail here)
1) “Open-committees” 6 Sundays a year in 2022 (Pastor Stern)
✓ alleviates meeting-burnout
✓ opens doors for others to be in the know and serve
✓ facilitates a continuous conversation and ministry planning
2) Let’s please not forget the following dates:
✓ Judy Thrams installation : August 15th
✓ First day of school at Bay Pines : August 18th
p) Announcements :
1) Next Council Meeting: August 9
2)Next Voters’ Meeting: July 18

V. Closing prayer and adjournment

20 | P a g e

