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Please join us for the Annual
Marge Kinnan & Shirley Snyder
Scholarship Fashion Show and
Silent Auction
The Theme for this year’s Scholarship Festivities is
WOMEN HELPING WOMEN
Members of our own club will be
our models and fashions will be
provided by Unique Boutique

We are coming
up on our annual Scholarship Fund
Raiser. Many
of you have already committed to providing a basket of goodies for the silent
auction. If anyone else would like to
create a basket, please contact Patty
Benson at 941-758-4610. Also, if you
have any items in good condition, such
as vases, political books, framed pictures, etc please bring for the auction.
Do you go to a regular restaurant often? Consider asking them to donate
a gift card.

DWC FASHION SHOW LUNCHEON
March 12th, 2019 11:30 AM
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy
Bradenton, FL
PLEASE NOTE THAT CHECKS FOR YOUR
RESERVATION MUST BE PAID IN
ADVANCE BY MARCH 6th
PLEASE MAIL YOUR CHECKS MADE
PAYABLE TO DWC OF MANATEE COUNTY
MAIL TO:

JOANIE LEBARON
834 WEE BURN ST
SARASOTA, FL 34243
Cost is $35.00
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March President’s Letter
The transition into my new position has gone exceptionally smoothly. We have
lost some highly effective individuals, such as Mary Duda, our legislative liaison
who has elected to step down from that position. However, Ricky Mazzullo, who
currently manages our Facebook page, has graciously volunteered to help the
club and take over the duties of that position. We have also had a change on the
Executive Board. The second Vice President, Sherry Emigh, due to her exceedingly busy schedule, also decided to relinquish her seat, and in her place, our own
Mary (Rachel) Young volunteered to take over the duties of that position. In
Mary’s place as secretary, our newest and youngest member Alysia Simms seamlessly stepped into that
position. We are extremely appreciative of Alysia’s willingness to volunteer for this position considering
she is pre-med at USF.
One of my goals for the DWC was to have an effective and inclusive executive board, which was discussed in detail at our first board meeting. Our lines of communication are open, we speak on a daily basis, everybody’s ideas and rolls are understood, and as a collective, we have been extremely successful in
helping each other make our club a fine oiled machine. In addition, the membership has been extremely
helpful in offering me advice on the transition, helping me find my feet in the role as President, and stepping up to volunteer, and for all this, I am eternally grateful.
In addition, the club will be following the bylaws and creating a number of committees to which I know our
membership will be willing to help our cause. The Executive Board has been discussing many ideas, such
as reaching out to other Democratic Women’s Clubs in our region, creating other events, which are more
amenable to people who are in school or work and cannot meet at our regular club meeting, increasing
our social media presence, and developing outreach programs in order to entice younger women into our
membership. We have a long way to go but we are working tirelessly to get there.
I want to give a shout out to my Executive Board who are stepping up with fervor: Jamie Heye our first
Vice President who did a fabulous job chairing our last meeting as I was in DC lobbying Congress, our
very astute Parliamentarian Faye Murphy who is setting me straight, Brian Heavrin who keeps this wonderful newsletter going, Sandra Gander our reservations liaison, Jeanne Yeagle who graciously manages
our website and does so at her own expense, our first past President Patty Benson who is helping me
learn the many duties of this position, and the entirety of the membership who are a dedicated group of
individuals. Thank you.
Erika Lundquist, DWC of Manatee County President

The left photo shows
Stephanie Arthur and Patty
Boyton at the
Manatee County Fair.
On the right is Patty Benson
presenting Chief Zack Grey
Gif Cards to the local
Coast Guard.
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DWC Luncheon Minutes 2019/02/12
12:05 Meeting called to order. 1st Vice President Jami Heye is leading the luncheon today, as
President Erika Lundquist is away on business.
12:06

No correction to last month’s minutes, they are submitted and approved.

No Secretary report for this month, due to turnover

Treasurer Joanie LeBaron gave the treasurer’s report: Money for helping the coast guard came from
the opportunity fund, so that is down $100.00 ($600 from $700). Treasurer’s report is accepted for
review by Jami.
This month’s speaker was Tamara Williams.
12:55 2nd Vice President Mary Young gave 2nd Vice President’s report. There is a new
sheet, and we now have a total of 81 members.

spread-

Pat Benson gave a report on our help given to the coast guard due to the government shutdown.
Overall, $6000.00 was donated through various sources, and the coast guard was extremely happy
and appreciative for all the help.
As well, she talked more about the fashion show and went over the following information
Fashion show will be March 12th at 11am
Flyer was sent out, will be sent out again
Costs $35, will be at IMG
On February 27th, everyone who wants to is to meet at Patty’s house at 10am to do baskets
(Baskets must be done by this date)
Try-ons begin February 13th, and will run every Wednesday
Money raised goes to the scholarship fund
1:02 Alice Newton from the League of Women Voters spoke, and brought two petitions for
sign to get on 2020 ballot. (Ban on Assault Weapons, and Medicaid Expansion)

1:05

everyone to

DEC Workshop is happening February 23rd at 8:30am
We have a table
It is a free workshop
Sign-up sheet was passed around

1:08

This month was Minnie Jones’ Birthday! As well, she talked about the church trip to St. Augustine
See Minnie to sign up
March 14th Down payment needed
April 11th Final Payment needed
Need 30 people or more, as of now 8 people have signed up
Date of trip is June 18th-21st

1:11 Carol did 50/50 raffle, Ricki won
1:12 Two new guests joined us this time, and they were introduced.
1:13 Meeting adjourned by 1st Vice President Jami Heye
Alysia Simms
Secretary
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PHOTOS FROM OUR FEBRUARY
MEETING. COME JOIN US IN MARCH
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Joe Scarborough: ‘Trump is encouraging’
domestic terrorists
BY OWEN DAUGHERTY , The Hill

MSNBC host Joe Scarborough slammed President
Trump during his Thursday morning show, saying Trump is
“encouraging” the kind of behavior that led to threats of domestic terrorism.
“It’s exactly what Donald Trump is encouraging,” Scarborough, a former GOP representative of Florida,
said Thursday on his “Morning Joe” show on MSNBC.
Scarborough was referring to reports that came out Wednesday that U.S. Coast Guard Lt. Christopher
Paul Hasson made a hit list of prominent Democratic lawmaker and notable media personalities, including Scarborough.
“We’ve all known that Donald Trump and his words and his attacks about enemies of the people would
lead to this type of behavior,” Scarborough said. “This is now the second time that we know about, from
the pipe bombs to yesterday, but yesterday was obviously far more specific, far more dangerous. And
you know, it’s exactly what Donald Trump is encouraging.”
Hasson was arrested last week and charged with attempting to carry out a mass terror attack. Federal
investigators found a stash of weapons and ammunition at his Maryland home.
Scarborough and Trump have dueled often publicly, with Trump taking shots at him on Twitter and
Scarborough using his show to rip into Trump and his rhetoric.
Trump has repeatedly referred to the mainstream media as “fake news” and has referred to news outlets as the “enemy of the people.”

Last fall, a Florida man was arrested for mailing 13 homemade pipe bombs to prominent
Democrats including former President Obama, former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and
CNN.

Scoop: McConnell recommends Kelly Craft to Trump for UN ambassador
BY: Axios

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has spoken to President Trump and recommended U.S. Ambassador to Canada Kelly Craft as the next UN ambassador, according to two sources familiar with the
situation.
Details: Like McConnell, Craft is from Kentucky, where she and her husband, billionaire coal CEO Joe
Craft, rank among the state's highest-profile Republican donors. She previously served as an alternate
delegate in the U.S. delegation to the UN during the George W. Bush administration, specializing on the
issue of U.S. engagement in Africa.

Remember, now is the time to start the great BLUE WAVE of the 2020
Presidential Election! Keep energized and get involved. Want to know
what you can do? Just check in at the Manatee Democratic Headquarters
(941.301.4336) and they will be excited to have your help!
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Robert Reich: America’s widening
inequality of place
It’s literally tearing America apart
ROBERT REICH
You’ve heard me talk about inequalities of income and wealth
and political power. But another kind of inequality needs to be
addressed as well: widening inequalities of place.
On the one hand, booming mega-cities. On the other hand, an American heartland that’s becoming emptier, older, whiter, less educated, and poorer. Trump country.
To understand what’s happening you first need to see technology not as a thing but as a process of group
learning — of talented people interacting with each other continuously and directly, keying off each other’s
creativity, testing new concepts, quickly discarding those that don’t work, and building cumulative
knowledge.
This learning goes way beyond the confines of any individual company. It now happens in geographic clusters – mostly along the east and west coasts in places like Seattle, San Francisco, Los Angeles, New York,
Boston and suburban Washington D.C.
Bright young college graduates are streaming into these places, where their talents generate more value —
and higher wages — together than they would separately.
As money pours into these places, so do service jobs that cater to the new wealth — lawyers, wealth managers and management consultants, as well as cooks, baristas and pilates instructors.

Between 2010 and 2016, according to Brookings, nearly half of America’s employment growth centered in
just 20 large metro areas that are now home to about a third of the US population.
One consequence is a more distorted democracy. California, now inhabited by almost 40 million people,
gets two senators — as does Wyoming, with just 579,000.
Even though Democratic Senate candidates in the 2018 midterm elections received 18 million more votes
than Republican Senate candidates, Republicans still gained 2 more Senate seats.
A second consequence is turbo-charged gentrification in these mega-urban clusters, creating growing populations of poor who have been stranded.
These gleaming cities are becoming the most Dickensian locales in America, with homelessness and
squalor among luxury high-rises and trendy restaurants.
So as the American middle class disappears, the two groups falling most perilously behind are white, rural,
non-college Trump supporters, and the very poor inside America’s trendiest mega-urban centers, who are
disproportionately black and Latino.
This inequality is unsustainable. It’s literally tearing America apart.
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Trump rejects crime statistics from his own
administration
By: Steve Benen, MSMBC

Donald Trump traveled to El Paso, Texas, yesterday (2/11/2019)
because the president sees the city as a model for his immigration
agenda. He declared in his State of the Union address that the
community was one of the nation’s “most dangerous cities,” right
up until it got a border wall, at which point the crime rate dramatically improved.
The problem, of course, is that Trump was lying. Violent crime rates in El Paso peaked in the early 1990s,
and after Congress approved border fencing for the city in 2006, the rate stayed the same. (In fact, soon
after the completion of the fencing, violent crime briefly went up a little.) Even El Paso’s Republican
mayor has complained about the president peddling bogus claims about the city.
Last night, Trump told his followers at a campaign rally that his claims are true because … they just are.
“I don’t care whether a mayor is a Republican or a Democrat. They’re full of crap when they say [a border
barrier] hasn’t made a big difference.
“I heard the same thing from the fake news They said ‘Oh, crime actually stayed the same.’ It
didn’t stay the same. Went way down…. These people, you know you’d think they’d want to get
to the bottom of a problem and solve a problem. Not try and pull the wool over everybody’s
eyes.”
The Republican added, in apparent reference to El Paso’s crime rate, “They give you all these
phony stats. They say it’s the same. It’s not the same.”
It is the same. I have no idea who “they” are, but there’s simply no reason to see the statistics –
compiled by law enforcement and reported to the public by the U.S. Department of Justice – as
“phony.” If Trump has a credible case to make about crime data released by his own administration, he’s welcome to present one.
But he won’t because this isn’t really a debate over the reliability of statistical data. Rather, this
looks an awful lot like a president attempting to control his followers’ perceptions of reality.
Trump could try persuasion, but he apparently prefers to declare himself the sole authority for
truth.
It was, after all, just last summer when the president told an audience, “Just remember: What you’re seeing
and what you’re reading is not what’s happening.” Soon after, Trump declared, “Polls are fake, just like everything else.”
Please remember all our charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and
The Bethesda House. The Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such as
dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables, cereal and more. Healthy
Start needs baby supplies for struggling Mothers such as diapers, formula, powder,
and clothing to name just a few. The Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for
both men and women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to
our luncheon. Together we can make a difference.
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DID YOU KNOW,,,,, We have our own website for our Democratic Women’s
Club. It is produced by Jeanne Yeagle and is chock full of useful information,
such as upcoming events, past speakers, Committee Chairpersons, Club News
and Events. It even has copies of our monthly newsletters, contact information
to our elected officials and some wonderful links. Here’s a link to the site, check
it out! http://www.dwcmanatee.com. We also have a Manatee County Democratic website at www.ManateeCounty Democrats.com. Here you can keep
up with upcoming events, contact information for all of the Manatee County Democratic Clubs, Current Petitions you can sign and lots of information about our Democratic Party in general.
Here’s another site to put on your radar, DEMOCRACY ALIVE. It’s a
blog that is produced and maintained by our own Jenni Casale. It’s a
great site to read and voice your opinions with other individuals. Jenni has several of her own articles on this site and you are encouraged
to respond to or start your own discussion on your thoughts of todays
political events. Here’s the link to it. DemocracyAlive.com

Here’s a new music video parody by Roy Zimmerman entitled
“SECRET AGENT MANAFORT” Hope you enjoy!
CLICK HERE TO WATCH
“SECRET AGENT MANAFORT
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

440-384-0985

Erika Lundquist

elund66@aol.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-714-0839

Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

2nd VP (Membership)

941-264-5355

Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-209-2096

Alysia Simms

alysia.simms@gmail.com

Treasurer

402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Ricki Mazzullo 941-746-3471
Legislative Liaison Ricki.Mazzullo@yandex.com
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Democratic Executive Committee February 25th
Manatee County Democratic Gala April 13th.
Manatee County Democratic Workshop and Expo February
23rd

Democratic Progressive Caucus Board Meeting February
27th
Manatee—Sarasota Black Caucus Meeting February 28th
Celebration of National Women’s Day March 8Th 5:30—7:30
Tally Days March 10th –12th
You can get check for time and location by going to our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com
Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Rouson.Darryl@flsenate.gov

727-822-6828

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

(202) 224-5274
OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

850-717-5070

newt@newthd70.com

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Greg Steube (R- Distr. 17)

202-225-5792

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)

850-717-5071

myfloridahouse.gov/
https://steube.house.gov/
GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

Tommy Gergory (R-Distr. 73)
myfloridahouse.gov/
850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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850-717-5073

