When I laid out this sermon series, 


I did a concordance search for light 



and picked the New Testament passages we haven't already preached on.  




So we skipped over 1 Corinthians.  

As I addeded this passage out of 2 Corinthians, 


I did not realize at the time 



what kind of quagmire I would be wading into.  

This passage focuses on being yoked together 


and as an illustration says light and darkness do not go together.  



One of 5 examples Paul gives to not be yoked together with unbelievers. 



Which in marriage I whole heartedly agree with. 




But Paul is not talking about just marriage here.


So unless you are living somewhere in the bible belt, 



this commandment seems unusually hard. 

Taken out of context on its own, 


it would seem impossible for us 


or Paul to achieve it 



if we take it anywhere beyond marriage.  

And Christians are constantly struggling even in that area 


as attraction and feelings of connection 



develop with who they may.  

How can we live in this world 


and not be bound 


or work together with anyone who does not believe?  



Do I need to ask the religious beliefs of the person at the checkout counter 



before buying a candy bar?  



If my newspaper is delivered by a boy who goes to church, 




but none of the writers are Christian, 





can I still read it?

So we know taking this out of context 


can get away from us pretty fast 


and leave us completely isolated 


living a frontiersman lifestyle.  

We know Paul and the Corinthians, 


they did not live that way 


nor did they abdicate that type of life.  



Paul's whole mission in life 




was to go and be live amongst the Gentiles 




and let them know of the way of Jesus.  


So isolationism is not the way.  But what is Paul calling for?

Not being yoked together with unbelievers has its Old Testament Foundation 


in Moses call in Deuteronomy to not yolk a donkey and ox together to plow



amongst other purity laws.  

The phenomenon I touched on last week 


in carrying a river raft 


or large object together occurs.  

One person takes on the majority of the weight 


and tires out the other.  

For the ox and donkey, 


the ox moves slow, 



so if the donkey goes at its normal speed, 




it is pulling the plow and ox, 





an unnecessary burden.  


If the donkey slows down, 



the yolk hangs awkwardly down on the shorter donkey




 and causes extra rubbing and weight for the ox to pull.  

Other commentators hold up the fact the ox chews its cud the whole time 


and the donkey would get jealous.  

All of this to say what we know from carrying grocery bags.  


If you have two equally weighted bags, 



it is almost easier to carry two



than one or two unequally weighted ones.  


You want things to be on the same level 



so that they go in the same direction 



and do not work against each other.

Paul's five illustrations all fit this criteria: 


righteousness and wickedness are not on the same level, 


light and darkness work against each other, 


Christ and Belial, 



another term for the devil, 




do not have the same goals, 


a believer has new life in Christ that guides their decisions 



that an unbeliever does not, 


the temple of God is living 



and idols are dead 



or were never alive.  

But underlying this same level illustration, 


is something tighter than working together.  

The underlying theme here is worshipping together.

Which can get tricky pretty quick 


when we throw Paul's words immediately into our context of worship 


and forgetting his.  

I remember getting interrogated by my girlfriend at the time's Lutheran Pastor


 as to whether I was qualified to take communion.  


It was an awkward way to start a worship service.  

Before we think we need to have a signed statement of faith from someone 


before they can join us on Sunday morning, 


we need to remember the actual setting of this letter.  

Worship was a common affair 


that happened among all people 



to a variety of Gods.  

What we call new age practices 


are actually rather old.  

Praying to 


any and all gods was common.  

In 4th grade 


we did a unit on Greek mythology 



and there were endless God's to choose from, 



each with his or her own domain.  


Which meant that each had their own temple, 



own priest, 



and own rituals to keep that god happy.  

This meant that,


 if we remember our time in 1 Corinthians, 



even buying a steak 




most likely meant that you were buying it from someone 




who had sacrificed it to a god.  


In buying the meat, 



you were supporting that god.  

Hence Paul's call to not be yoked with unbelievers, 


because we don't worship a God who has a specialty like fertility, 


or weather.  

We worship a God who rules over all creation 


and all that is seen and unseen.  

To mix that up is to bring God down.  


To make God less than God is.  

If we put God on the same level as the carved rock or stick 


that can not move or speak, 



we are in serious danger.

Despite the contextualization of 'in worship', 


we still face a troublesome application.  

Because Paul's warning was against bringing the worship of idols 


into the worship of the Triune God.  

While the United States is not known for being a country filled with idol worship 


of the arcane sense, 



with rocks and sticks that we are talking to, 


there is plenty of idol worship that does happen.  

And it slides into our worship 


more subtly than it did in Paul's time, 



because we often don't use the word idol for it.

The best way to identify our idols,


is to ask what do we see making a difference in the world?

When we do so,


we can see that idol worship 



is being yoked with Christ, 




even in our worship at times.  

Money is the most notorious idol in America.  


If we just had more, 



all our problems would be fixed.  


When that mindset becomes the focus of the church, 



trouble is brewing.  


Because we start moving away from God to be the change 



and focus on our bank account to be the change.  

In our prayers of the people, 


treatments,


 doctors, 


and miracle healings are prevalent.  

How easy is it 


to move from God being the ultimate source 



from which the treatments, doctors, and healings flow 



to the procedures themselves 


that should be a tangible ways of seeing God at work?  

Since the church is a human institution, 


our primal ways of interacting are always knocking at the door.  



Do we allow power, pride, prestige,




or ability to determine how we function?  



Or do we abide by the beatitudes of Jesus 




and see the value of meek, mourning, 




and hungering and thirsting for righteousness 





rather than pretending we have it.

This is what we need to be on guard 


in our worship as a body 


and as individuals.  

And if we realize that everything that we do 


is worship to God, 



we face the next hurdle.  

How do we remain pure 


while living amongst much that is impure.  

Can we abide by verses 17 and 18 


to be separate and touch no unclean thing?  



No, 



not at this present time.  


But that is part of what gathering as a body for worship is for.  

We practice how we should live out the rest of our lives.  


The more we remove the ways of the world from our corporate worship, 



the easier it will be to identify 




and correct the ways of the world in our lives.  



Those places where we are depending on our money, 



power, 



influence, 



or presitge to bring about change.  

Instead, 


we will be moving towards petitioning, 


waiting upon, 


and depending upon the work of the Triune God.

It is these subtle changes, 


this different way of facing the world, 



that will preach to those around us 



and cause them to ask how we are doing things 




without the idols controlling us?  


We can use words as well, 



but they will take note of our lives first.

The Corinthians world seemed so intimately tied to the Roman idol world.  


People were losing their jobs 



because they skipped the company feast that thanked Caesar 



and the other false gods for their success.  


But as they did, 



God provided new ways of being sustained, 



new ways of life, that were a much better fit than what they had before.

So while there is wisdom in making sure that you are equally yoked 


whenever you can be in life.  



Shopping at stores that value the same things you do, 



working with coworkers who have the same vision for the company, 



dating someone who worships the same God, 



working for people who know God, 




that is not Paul's focus.  

He wants us to ensure that our corporate worship is as pure as possible, 


so that our lives outside of these walls 



can start moving in the same direction.  

As they do so, 



people will see that there is a God who is worthy to be praised 


because God's ways are different from the world's.  

And I would guess 


that we are all getting tired of the world's ways at this point.  

So endure with the world 


as far as God leads you.  

But as Paul says elsewhere, 


be in the world, 


but not of it.  

Show it the ways of God, 


which you have experienced in your times of worshipping God 


and being part of God's family.  

Do not play by its rules 


as frequently as you are able to.  

When you need strength to do it more, 


come back 


and dwell in God's word some more.

