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RemindeR 

The Friends of the Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens, a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, is charged with creating and maintaining a serene and peaceful environment for all visitors. 

Port St. Lucie 
Botanical Gardens 

A Celebration of the Nation’s Public Gardens occurs each 
May and this year the celebration will occur on May 12th.  
National Public Gardens Day was created in 2008, with 
then partners Rain Bird, to drive local and national 
exposure to the importance of building vibrant, relevant 
gardens committed to community enrichment and 
environmental responsibility through community 
engagement, sustainable practices and conversation.  
 
This annual tradition of celebrating public gardens historically takes place on the Friday preceding 
Mother’s Day weekend each year. The intent is to raise awareness of public gardens and the 
important role they play in their communities and on a global scale. 
 
Many of the nation’s public gardens mark the day with special events and activities for schools, 
families and thousands of visitors to explore and support their local public garden. 

NATIONAL PUBLIC 
GARDENS DAY CELEBRATION 

Continued on Pg 3 



 

             
 
 
 
 

2410 SE Westmoreland Blvd. 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 
Phone: 772.337.1959 
Fax: 772.237.5952 
E-mail: info@pslbotanicalgardens.org 

Web: www.pslbg.org 

Hours: Wednesday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
    Sunday Noon - 4pm 
    Closed Monday, Tuesday & Holidays 
Suggested Donations: 
    Adults $5 
    Students $2 
    Children 12 & Under Welcome 
    Members and Active Military 
    (with family) Welcome (IDs required) 

 

Mission Statement . . . 
 

Friends’ mission is to create and maintain a 
beautiful, serene sanctuary in the center of Port St. 
Lucie that is environmentally sound and naturally 
diverse and to provide educational, cultural and 
recreational opportunities for all who visit. 

 

Officers & Directors . . . 
 

President:     Joleen King  
Vice President:   Illona Christie 
Secretary:     Claire Clark 
Treasurer:     Cheri Mabry 
Directors:     Mike Alexander 
         Melinda Demarco 
         Brenda Gustafson 
         Gloria “Gigi” Norelli 
         Jeffrey Policar 
         Glenn Ryals 
         Tim Sutton 

 
Standing Committee Chairs . . . 
 

Election Committee:       TBD 
Finance Committee:       Cheri Mabry 
Gift Shop Committee:       Mike Aleander 
Horticulture Committee:     Brenda Gustafson 
Membership & Volunteer 
Committee:           Illona Christie 
Resource Development  
Committee:           Claire Clark 
Strategic Planning Committee:   Glenn Ryals 

 
Newsletter... 
 

Editor:   Judy Nash-Wade 
Design:   Mark Barnes 

 
The Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens is managed and 

operated by Friends of the Port St. Lucie Botanical 
Gardens, Inc.  The Friends of the Port St. Lucie Botanical 
Gardens, Inc. receives no funding from any government 

agency.  Your admission donations help 
us maintain and grow The Gardens. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE…  
 

Volunteers are the heart and soul 
of our Botanical Gardens.  Visitors 
express surprise that our Gardens 
are maintained and supported by 
a totally volunteer crew.  The 
sense of “ownership” is palatable 
throughout the various 
departments and areas:  the 
Garden Societies who maintain 
their areas, our Propagation team, 
busy ‘potting up’, shifting 
merchandise, interacting with the 
public as they ask about potential 
purchases.  The Pavilion greeters 
and gift shop volunteers, who 
have the privilege of being the “first contact” for our visitors, 
take their responsibilities seriously.  And of course, the 
elected Board of Directors whose responsibility is the long 
term guidance and day-to-day running of the Gardens. 
 
And who are our visitors?  While we certainly see our local 
PSL neighbors, we have had people walk through the doors 
from England, France, Canada, the West Indies, Wales, 
Italy, etc.  Visitors arrive on a daily basis from Miami, Vero 
Beach, Tampa – all over the state. 
 
If you haven’t visited The Gardens lately, plan to stop by.  
Take a look around.  I’m confident you’ll be pleased.  And 
say ‘hello’ to our volunteers! 
 
Joleen King 
President 
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This year, the Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens 
has partnered with the Port St. Lucie Parks and 
Recreation Department for a day full of 
education fun and an evening of enjoyment for 
the whole family. 
 
The day will feature free admission to The 
Gardens, with the evening featuring River 
Nights from 5pm to 8pm.  River Nights will 
include Classic Cars you can browse and an 

exciting Drum Circle you can join and 
participate in.  You can also paint rocks with 
PSL Rocks, enjoy the live music by the River as 
well as enjoy food, drinks or an adult beverage 
or two which will be available for sale. 
 
Come join us and enjoy the fun as we celebrate 
National Public Gardens Day and River Nights 
at the Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens, Friday, 
May 12, 2017. 

Continued from  Pg 1 



 

http://www.pindersnursery.com/


 



 

 

we now carry lovepop cards!!! 



 

 

Phyllis Brown...AKA the “Butterfly 
Lady”? – to some she sure is!  Phyllis 
has been a volunteer in the Gardens 
“since the beginning” when it opened in 
2010.  Before starting in our Butterfly 
Garden, as a new Master Gardener, 
Phyllis volunteered in the Butterfly 
Garden at the Master Gardeners’ 
Butterfly Garden at the UF/IFAS 
Extension in Fort Pierce. She has since 
been involved with the design, 
purchasing, planting and of course 
maintaining our Butterfly Garden as it 
has developed and expanded over the 
years.  She leads an active and friendly 

group of volunteers who have 
collectively made the Butterfly Garden 
an enchanting and beautiful place to 
visit.  
 
When asked what she likes about her 
experience with the Butterfly Garden, 
Phyllis had no hesitancy in answering: 
“watering and deadheading!”. More 
seriously she says she “loves it when 
the garden comes together – like now.  
It is the fruition of seven years of work. 
Spring has sprung!”   

Volunteer: Phyllis Brown 
AKA The Butterfly Lady 
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Rio Lindo Garden Club Blue Star Memorial Highway Marker 

Blue Star Memorial Highway Marker 
sponsored by the Rio Lindo Garden Club 
on Veterans Memorial Highway 

Joleen King presenting at the Blue Star 
Memorial Highway Marker Dedication 
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Port St. Lucie Angler’s Club Kids Fishing Tournament 
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The Spring Promenade 

http://www.insurewithpost.com/
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PSL Rocks Easter Rock Hunt 
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Continued on Pg 14 

The Propagation Garden Center is Ready with Oodles of Plants. 
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Earth Day Ladybug Launch 
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      Resident Gopher Tortoise  at The Gardens                Daylilies Popping Up! 
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In Bloom at The Gardens 

Picture Taken by 
Betsy Alexander Stibal 

Picture Taken by 
Betsy Alexander Stibal 

Picture Taken by 
 Ilona Berzups 

See Me in the 
Butterfly Garden 
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Promenade Floral Design by 

Paul Renwick 

Joleen King testing prospective Gift 

Shop Products 

Melinda Demarco climbing high in the 

Gift Shop for Creativity 

Pavilion dressed to impressed 



 

 

Continued from  Pg 18 

Ben Woodruff teaching the High School Horticulture Club 

High School Horticulture Club cleanup project 



 

 

 
 

The Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens is in the process of finalizing the new 

Bonsai Garden which will be maintained by the Treasure Coast Bonsai Club. 

We have the opportunity for up to six (6) sponsors to memorialize or honor a 

loved one with a Pedestal donation of $300.  Each donation will provide a 

sturdy bollard pedestal which will be anchored in the Bonsai Gardens and 

affixed with a 4x6 aluminum plaque engraved with your dedication. 

This is a wonderful way to honor Mom’s for Mother’s day, Dad for Father’s 

Day, someone special on their birthday or even a lasting memorial.  A group or 

Club could split the cost to honor a past president or your top volunteer. 

For more information or to make a donation, please contact Joleen King at  

772-337-1959 or email at info@pslbotanicalgardens.org. 



 

1
st

 Horticulture Committee Meeting 11:15 am All welcome 

3
rd

 Intermediate Spanish Classes 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

3
rd

 German American Club Board Mtg. 2:00 - 4:00 pm Members Welcome 

3
rd

 Ft Pierce Jazz & Blues Jazz Jams 6:30 - 9:30 pm $6 Donation, Members $5 

4
th

 German American Chorus Rehearsal 2:00 - 4:00 pm Members Only 

8
th

 FPSLBG Board Meeting 4:30 - 6:30 pm Members Welcome 

9
th

 PSL Orchid Society Meeting 11:00 am - 3:00 pm Members Welcome 

10
th

 Intermediate Spanish Classes 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

11
th

 PSL Anglers Club Meeting 6:30 - 9:00 pm All Welcome 

12
th

 American Public Gardens Association Day All Day All Welcome 

12
th

 River Nights at the Botanical Gardens 5:00 - 8:00 pm All Welcome 

13
th

 Master Gardeners Plant Sale Ft. Pierce 9:00 am - 1:00 pm All Welcome 

16
th
 Crosstown Chapel Mother’s Day Service 8:00 am - 12 Noon All Welcome 

17
th

 Intermediate Spanish Classes 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

17
th

 Ft Pierce Jazz & Blues Jazz Jams 6:30 - 9:30 pm $6 Donation, Members $5 

18
th

 German American Chorus Rehearsal 2:00 - 4:00 pm Members Only 

20
th 

Wacky Weeders 8:00 am - 12 Noon All Welcome 

21
st

 So. Florida Daylily Society Meeting 2:00 - 4:00 pm Members Welcome 

22
nd

 Rio Lindo Garden Club Meeting 12:30 - 4:00 pm Members Welcome 

24
th

 Intermediate Spanish Classes 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

27
th

 Red, White & Blue Plant Sale 9:00 am - 1:00 pm All Welcome 

31
st

 Intermediate Spanish Classes 10:00 - 11:30 am All Welcome 

31
st

 Ft Pierce Jazz & Blues Jazz Jams 6:30 - 9:30 pm $6 Donation, Members $5 



 

http://pslbotanicalgardens.org/membership.html
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Welcome to All 

Garden Goers… 
 

 

This month our 

 Jazz Jams will be held on 

 April 5th, 

& April 19th 
starting at 6:30 pm 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Donation $6 per person. 

Gardens & Jazz Society  

Members $5 per person. 

 
Sponsored by the 

Fort Pierce Jazz & Blues Society 

http://www.cityofpsl.com/civic
http://www.cityofpsl.com/golf
http://www.markbarnesmusic.com/bio.html
http://19thholeandsandpiperroom.com/


 

 

                        When:   May 20, 2017 
                        Where:  PSL Botanical Gardens 
                        Time:     8:00am - 12:00pm 
 

                        Lunch Served 
    Earn Double volunteer hours (Core & School Students) 
 

The Gardens need your help!  The Weeds are still winning the war!  And the 
vines are strategizing for a world take-over!  We’re making headway, but 
still need to show ‘em who’s boss.  This is our last time before it get’s too 
hot to continue sprucing up the Gardens for Spring & Summer events! 

 

Join us for a fun morning – All Volunteers Invited 
Consider yourself less than able-bodied?  There are jobs for everyone, no matter age 

or ability.  Bring gloves, clippers and any personal tools you prefer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you enjoy gardening and want to learn more 
about propagating your Florida plants, increase 
your plant knowledge and other gardening 
techniques, then join our team at the 
Propagation Garden Center.  We’re there to 
work and learn together.  We’re a friendly group 
who would like you to join us even if it’s for only 
a couple of hours a week.  Call Brenda 
Gustafson at 772-678-8523 or visit us any 
Thursday, Friday or Saturday from 9:30AM to 
12:00PM. 



 

University of Florida IFAS Extension 
Central Florida Gardening Calendar  —  May 

 

What to Plant 
 

Annuals/Bedding plants: Plants that can take summer heat include coleus, salvia, torenia, wax 
begonia, and ornamental pepper. See Annuals: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_annual_landscape_plants 

Bulbs: Some lilies do better when their roots are crowded. Try planting Amazon, Aztec, and Clivia 
lilies in containers to increase blooming. See Bulbs for Florida: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
topic_bulbous_flowers 

Herbs: Plant heat-loving herbs, including basil, Mexican tarragon, ginger, cumin, summer savory, and 
rosemary. See Herbs: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_herbs 

Vegetables: Sweet potatoes, boniato, hot peppers, and tropical “spinach” such as Sisso, Malabar, 
and New Zealand can be planted now. See Vegetable Gardening in Florida: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
topic_vegetable_gardening 
 

What to Do 
 
Pests: Watch for thrips, scale, and mites on ornamental plants because they become more active 
in warm weather. See Landscape Pest Management: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_landscape_pests 

Gardenias and ixora: Distinguish between the normal yellowing of older leaves and the yellowing 
of new growth, which usually indicates a micronutrient deficiency. See Nutrient Deficiency (Landscape 
Plants): http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_nutrient_deficiencies_landscape_plants and Gardenias at a 
Glance: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep338 

Oleanders: Inspect chewed or ragged leaves for oleander caterpillars at work. See Oleander Pest 
Management: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_oleander_ipm 

Lawns: Watch for damage from chinch bugs in St. Augustinegrass and begin scouting for newly 
hatched mole crickets in bahiagrass lawns. See Turfgrass Pest Insects: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
topic_turf_pest_insects 

Tomatoes: Watch for pests, disease, and nutritional disorders on tomato plants. See Home Tomato 
Gardening: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_tomato_gardening 

Trees: Prepare for hurricane season by checking trees for damaged or weak branches and prune 
if needed. Hire an ISA-certified arborist. See International Society of Arboriculture: http://isa-
arbor.com/ and Pruning Landscape Trees and Shrubs: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_tree_pruning 

Lawns: Prevent or minimize disease by following proper cultural practices when caring for 
lawns. See Turf Diseases: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_turf_diseases 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_annual_landscape_plants
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_bulbous_flowers
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A BIG Thank You to Lowe’s in Jensen 
Beach, Florida. 
 
Lowe’s Garden Center has been very 
supportive of the Port St. Lucie Botanical 
Gardens and our garden needs. Manager, 
Sherry Heveion, takes time to answer 
questions, show us the latest and best plants 
and assist with our purchasing requirements. 
She has a great support team with Jill and 
Trevor.  It’s always an excellent experience 
shopping at Lowe’s.  
 
Thanks for being a great community partner. 
 
 

 
The Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens was chosen as one of the Top 3 Places To See in Port 
St. Lucie.  Together with the Treasure Coast Model Railroad Club and First Data Field (home 
of the Mets), The Gardens was given the distinctive honor to be handpicked for the Top 3 
Places To See in Port St Lucie, FL.  
 
Three Best Rated® was created with a simple goal to find folks looking for the best,  the top 3 
local businesses, professionals, restaurants, health care providers and places to see in any 
city. Their employees Handpick top 3 local businesses, checking business's reviews, history, 
complaints, ratings, satisfaction, trust, cost, general excellence, reputation using a 50-Point 
Inspection. They display only businesses that are verified by their employees. Their website 
is updated on a regular basis for quality and latest business information.   
 



 



 



 



 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=5gtry8dab&oeidk=a07ee3go5lb6ded8168


 


