Aim: Should the United States have ratified the Treaty of Versailles?


I. Problems at Home

· Wilson created the Fourteen Points without the help of Republican Congress

· This would cause resentment between Democrats and Republicans 

II. The Members of the Paris Peace Conference


· January 1919 

· Woodrow Wilson of the United States

· Prime Minister ‘s of France, England  and Italy 

III. Wilson’s Fourteen Points 

He wanted:

· freedom of the seas

· equality of trade 

· reducing national armaments

· adjustment of colonial claims

· to repair war-torn countries 

· a League of Nations

IV. The Treaty of Versailles
· signed on June 28, 1919

· Germany was stripped of colonies and lands 

· They were given new borders 

· They had to pay reparations 

· They had to surrender their military

· Germany must take blame for the war 

V. The League of Nations
· pledged to seek disarmament

· to settle differences 

· Plan to protect nations against warring countries

VI. The Struggle over Ratification
· Wilson and Henry Cabot Lodge fought over ratification 

· Feared the League might force the US into European affairs

· Three groups developed over the debate: 

· Democrats: favored ratification

· “Irreconcilables:” opposed ratification

· Moderates: wanted to protect American interests

· All of the attempts to ratify the treaty failed

· 1920: Warren G. Harding became president

