NE\NS from the lowa State Bar Association

o -,;'.'n:i;,g.i}
TETE T Serving the legal profession and the public since 1874
_‘fi"'-‘(J[;n"'i'E‘f
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Members of The lowa State Bar Association believe that all 74 1owa judges on the general election
ballot who are standing for retention this November should be retained.

Over 1,600 of the 5,600 in-state, practicing members of the Association, were eligible to participate
in the 2004 Judicia Plebiscite.

ISBA members rated justices of the lowa Supreme Court and judges of the lowa Court of Appeals
on 10 areas of their performance while questions in 12 areas were asked about the performance of judges on
the lowa District Courts and District Associate Courts.

Results of the vote with detailed information about the 2004 Judicial Plebiscite can be found on the
ISBA Web site: www.iowabar.org The public is urged to visit the site.

Under lowa law members of the lowa Supreme Court, lowa Court of Appeals and
lowa District Court are appointed by the governor from alist of candidates recommended
by nominating commissions. (The nominating commissions are comprised of members of
the general public aswell as attorneys who are licensed to practice law in lowa.) One year after
appointment by the governor, ajudge must stand for aretention vote on the general election ballot in
November general election.

Every additional eight years of service, members of the lowa Supreme Court stand for retentionin a
statewide election.

Members of the lowa Court of Appeals stand for retention in a statewide election after six years of
service.

Judges of the lowa District Court, who are appointed by the governor from their Judicial Districts,
must stand for retention within their districts after six years of service.

District Associate Court judges. are nominated by a commission of citizens and members of the bar.
They are appointed by the judges of ajudicia district and stand for retention after their first year of service,
and then every six years.

In 2002, Nick Critelli of Des Moines, president of The lowa State Bar Association, said
more than eleven thousand lowans visited the organization’s Web site.

Critelli says, “1 urge all lowansto look at the detailed information. It will help them better
understand that in lowa we have quality judges. It will also demonstrate that we have good men and women
who are working hard every day to assure that justice is done in an efficient and competent manner.”

The lowa State Bar Association, organized in 1874, has over 7,500 lawyer members, in and out of
lowa, who are authorized to practice law in the state.
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Supreme Court Court of
Justices Appeals Judges
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Second Number = In and Out of District
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1. Knowledge and application of the law 399 | 384 | 375 | 409 | 388
2. Ability to perceive factual issues 402 | 384 | 382 | 411 | 323

3. Not influenced by factors outside the evidence 3.97 339 | 336 | 410 | 397
and applicable law

4. Treats al equally regardless of race, sex, age, 4.17 391 387 | 428 | 414
national origin or religion

5. Judicial temperament and demeanor, including 410 | 348 | 356 | 422 | 4.00
patience and courtesy to litigants, lawyers and court

personnel
6. Promptness in making rulings and giving 404 | 379 | 385 | 418 | 3.97
decisions
7. Attentiveness to arguments and testimony 4.09 | 3.87 386 | 4.17 3.98
8. Quality and clarity of written opinions 404 | 383 | 377 | 409 | 391

9. Avoids undue personal observationsor criticisms | 4.12 374 | 373 | 421 | 4.06
of litigants, judges and lawyers from the bench or in
written opinions

10. Retention 89% | 77% | 82% | 95% | 91%

Number of respondentsto question 10 405 a77 344 282 254

“Serving the legal profession and the public since 1874.”
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1. Knowledge and application of the law 412 | 429|393 | 355|421 |355|445|385|3.79 | 447|417 | 429|351 | 421
412 | 424 | 395 | 3.64 | 407 | 3.68 | 430 | 3.81 | 3.76 | 445 | 413 | 437 | 356 | 4.25
2. Ability to perceive factual issues 4251425391 | 358 | 433|367 |448 | 3.89| 383|447 |423|429|357|4.29
4211420395 |366|417|375|435|386|380|438|418|436|362|431
3. Not influenced by factors outside the 431|399 |367|329|410|380|438|352(385(424|410|4.26|3.88|4.29
evidence and applicable law 422 (395|379|338|391|385|4.28|346|380|4.19|405]|435|388|427
4, Treats all equally regardless of race, sex, 459 | 432 | 417 | 400 | 438 | 425|453 | 423|397 441|430 (464|437 |453
age, national origin or religion 448 | 427 | 419|398 | 414 | 424 | 445 | 407 | 393 | 437 | 422 | 463 | 434 | 453
5. Judicia temperament and demeanor, 468|387 | 355|344 448|399 | 471|323 (344|421 |428|463|4.43|457
including patience and courtesy to litigants, | 457 | 384 | 360 | 352 | 423 | 400 | 454 | 319 | 344 | 413 | 419 | 462 | 434 | 457
lawyers and court personnel
6. Punctuality in attending court proceedings | 462 | 449 | 4.02 | 346 | 440 | 4.06 | 446 | 444 | 417 | 454 | 416 | 3.82 | 427 | 445
453|440 | 4.04 | 355|427 | 409 | 438 | 434|414 | 447 | 4.09 | 392 | 4.25 | 4.45
7. Promptness in making rulings and giving | 4.51 | 446 | 4.07 | 3.80 | 420 | 3.60 | 442 | 426 | 4.06 | 453 | 417 | 243 | 3.99 | 3.85
decisions 444 | 436 | 406 | 3.85|4.10 | 3.67 | 434 | 419 | 402 | 441 | 409 | 272 | 401 | 3.93
8. Attentiveness to arguments and testimony | 4.48 | 428 | 416 | 3.67 | 435 | 3.95| 455|398 | 3.99 | 447 | 418 | 434|399 | 431
440|419 | 413|370 | 419|398 |443|389 395|438 422|439 402|433
9. Quality and clarity of written opinions 417 | 4341 395|350 | 416|371 | 444 | 391|399 | 442|421 |434|353|4.18
417 | 418 | 3.96 | 3.61 | 4.03 | 3.77 | 432 | 3.83 | 393 (435415439 | 359|421
10. Avoids undue personal observations or 463 | 4.06| 366 |333|449|39 |462|351|371|449|4.27|459|431|443
criticisms of litigants, judges and lawyers 452|400 | 3.71 | 346 | 427 | 400 | 451 | 345 | 3.68 | 4.37 | 420 | 459 | 4.25 | 4.45
from the bench or in written opinions
11. Management and control of trial 428|441 | 405|348 |448|389|452|4.28|4.07|445|428|4.21|387|435
429 1429|404 | 368 | 433|388 |438|418|400|435|420|427|389|441
12. Retention 95% | 94% | 92% | 77% | 95% | 82% | 96% | 88% | 89% | 97% | 98% | 93% | 89% | 97%
94% | 93% | 92% | 76% | 94% | 84% | 94% | 84% | 87% | 98% | 98% | 93% | 90% | 97%
Number of respondents to question 12 68 68 49 34 85 83 81 83 71 38 49 68 66 68
96 | 102 | 63 | 50 | 110 | 109 | 107 | 111 | 88 | 5 | 60 | 94 | 87 | 92

“Serving the legal profession and the public since 1874.”




>,
PO S
- ALA S 2004 ISBA Judicial Plebiscite
TS o
o, 1 &
SOc >
District 2A District 2B District District 3B |District
3A 4
First Number = In Judicia District
Second Number = In and Out of District
- c
5 = Excellent (performance isoutstanding) | & | _ 8 § 'é g 5— S | é - %
4 = Good (performance is above average) 2 |z |® | |8 £ 0 |8 |8 |5 |§g |& i
i , O = |8 [T |2 |8 |2 |& |E S
3 = Satisfactory (performance is adequate) )| B = 1A . g |2 |= |8 |E S |2 = <
2 = Deficient (performance is below e 1z |z 12 S |G : som < < - | O
E |d |5 |E 8 < 18 14 |5 - 5
average) s T |g |8 |58 [8 |2 |> & S
. 2 |z | B 5 & c |= |®& |B
1= Very Poor (performance iswell below ol E D g |8 o | B 5 3 © § :.9:3 = 5
average and unacceptable) O O |a |F |8 |> a |2 @ 1O
1. Knowledge and application of the law 460|370 | 415|414 | 429 | 3.83 389 | 447 | 430 | 407 | 459 | 3.94 | 466 | 3.98
453 1385|419 |4.07|426|381|393|442|412|419|450|4.01|459| 396
2. Ability to perceive factua issues 458|397 |403|420|414|389|383|442|413|420|450|4.12|456| 4.07
4521 4.02|413|413|413|388|389|439|402|432|444|420|451| 404
3. Not influenced by factors outside the 470 | 353|377 |424|375|3.71|367|430|411|387(428|419|409| 4.22
evidence and applicable law 464 | 368|389 |417 | 373|371 |372|431 |39 | 404|422 |424|407| 4.16
4, Treats all equally regardless of race, sex, | 4.76 | 423 | 408 | 440 | 406 | 4.08 | 3.89 | 446 | 439 | 453 | 454 | 444 | 446 | 4.53
age, national origin or religion 473 |425|416| 435|401 |4.07|390|449| 429|454 448|449 |443| 4.46
5. Judicial temperament and demeanor, 478 | 416 | 3.66 | 429 | 3.32 | 4.05 | 3.63 | 455 | 449 | 4.33 | 444 | 450 | 396 | 4.50
including patience and courtesy to litigants, | 471 | 409 | 377 | 421 | 327 | 403 | 369 | 455 | 433 | 438 | 437 | 452 | 393 | 442
lawyers and court personnel
6. Punctuality in attending court 473|447 |433|445|431(419|348|430|449 (415|458 |438|445| 441
proceedings 468|451 |434|439|428|418|354|435|435|423|453|442|437| 434
7. Promptness in making rulings and giving | 4.68 | 448 | 428 | 435|422 | 418 | 3.80 | 444 | 402 | 407 | 455 | 432 | 452 | 2.89
decisions 461 | 451 | 427|428 |417|415|380|445|3.89 (417|451 |440|443| 298
8. Attentiveness to arguments and testimony | 4.61 | 403 | 413 | 442 | 404 | 3.92 | 3.86 | 430 | 427 | 429 | 454 | 441 | 435 | 4.25
458|412 |1 420|433 401 |391|389|433|417|430|442|444|430| 421
9. Quality and clarity of written opinions 460 | 3.74 | 415|424 | 415|388 |384 | 437|424 | 414|450 | 405|450 | 412
457 |1 395|422 416|413 |3.89|389|432|407 (429|442 |414|441| 4.09
10. Avoids undue personal observationsor | 471|419 | 3.83 | 442 | 3.70 | 413 | 3.67 | 452 | 436 | 420 | 441 | 444 | 425 | 4.46
criticisms of litigants, judges and lawyers 467 | 407 (391|430 (364|412 372|451 |425|432|432|450|416| 4.36
from the bench or in written opinions
11. Management and control of trial 466 | 424|408 | 437 | 4.07 | 3.97 | 3.75| 445 | 407 | 3.85 | 448 | 418 | 459 | 4.25
462 | 426 | 416 | 433 |4.05|398|380|443|398|4.00|444|425|452| 423
12. Retention 98% | 83% | 81% | 97% | 83% | 94% | 85% | 97% | 96% [100%| 99% | 93% | 99% | 98%
98% | 84% | 85% | 96% | 82% | 93% | 87% | 96% | 93% [100%| 96% | 93% | 98% | 98%
Number of respondents to question 12 44 36 43 | 116 | 71 62 66 58 438 18 | 107 | 98 75 82
52 51 54 | 139 | 83 73 77 71 60 33 | 133 | 135 | 90 94

“Serving the legal profession and the public since 1874.”
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1. Knowledge and application of the law 394 | 427|358 | 415|446 | 381 | 408 | 4.27 | 479 | 442 | 416 | 4.74 | 3.95 | 4.42
395 | 423 |355|362|444|401|413|420|456|432|419|4.73|390 |4.42
2. Ability to perceive factual issues 399 (420|360 |413 (450|379 413|442 |4.75|453|4.27 | 4.74 | 4.09 | 4.45
399 | 417 | 358|413 | 445|406 |4.17 | 428|458 |442| 430|474 | 403 | 4.45
3. Not influenced by factors outside the 412 | 398 |332|411|435|381|400|428|470|468 | 434|460 | 4.04 | 4.28
evidence and applicable law 410 | 394|331 |416|435|405|409 | 418|456 | 454 | 437 | 460 | 3.98 | 4.29
4. Treats al equally regardless of race, sex, | 435 | 427 | 3.83 | 424 | 440 | 410 | 408 | 464 | 491 | 470 | 445 | 4.70 | 4.47 | 4.47
age, national origin or religion 434 | 425|379 (425|442 |426| 420|441 | 469|464 | 446|469 | 442 | 447
5. Judicial temperament and demeanor, 445 | 402 | 345|383 | 449|407 | 438 | 477 | 458 | 475 | 448 | 459 | 4.49 | 4.40
including patience and courtesy to litigants, | 443 | 403 | 342 | 397 | 445 | 424 | 437 | 447 | 451 | 475 | 451 | 459 | 447 | 440
lawyers and court personnel
6. Punctuality in attending court 444 | 427|384 | 430|450 |351|433|464|478|465|441|4.76| 433|451
proceedings 442 | 428 | 3.78 | 427 | 450 | 3.77 | 440 | 4.46 | 4.65 | 4.64 | 4.44 | 475 | 4.30 | 4.52
7. Promptness in making rulings and giving | 4.32 | 421|375 | 3.98 | 446 | 3.92 | 432 | 454 | 478 | 422 | 4.06 | 4.68 | 4.17 | 4.46
decisions 430 | 422|370 | 411 | 447|396 | 435|435 | 460 | 440 | 409 | 4.69 | 4.14 | 4.47
8. Attentiveness to arguments and testimony | 4.21 | 4.10 | 3.68 | 417 | 443 | 408 | 422 | 458 | 4.79 | 463 | 437 | 473 | 4.42 | 4.45
420 | 413 | 3.66 | 421 | 444 | 423 | 427 | 431 | 460 | 459 | 440 | 473 | 440 | 4.45
9. Quality and clarity of written opinions 397 | 414 | 375|410 | 444|383 |385|429|480|435|419|472|410 | 442
399 (413|369 |407 438|406 |405|415|461|443|423|471|4.06|4.41
10. Avoids undue personal observationsor | 4.30 | 401 | 3.75 | 4.00 | 439 | 400 | 4.29 | 4.56 | 4.65 | 4.79 | 443 | 4.59 | 4.40 | 4.42
criticisms of litigants, judges and lawyers 428 | 405|372 (412|441 | 421|433 439|452 |470|4.46| 459 | 438 | 4.42
from the bench or in written opinions
11. Management and control of trial 418 | 441|366 | 405|439 |3.79 | 408 | 460 | 473 | 450 | 4.28 | 4.74 | 4.25 | 4.53
418 | 438 | 361|417 | 444 | 405|420 | 441|456 | 450|432 |4.74| 421 | 453
12. Retention 97% | 94% | 92% |100%| 98% | 88% | 96% |100%|100%|100%| 99% | 99% | 97% | 98%
98% | 92% | 91% | 95% | 96% | 93% | 98% | 97% | 98% |100%| 99% | 99% | 96% | 98%
Number of respondents to question 12 73 | 84 | 62 | 46 | 47 | 40 | 25 | 25 | 22 | 20 | 172 | 307 | 174 | 291
79 105 | 66 | 105 | 112 | 88 50 76 64 56 | 185 | 328 | 187 | 310

“Serving the legal profession and the public since 1874.”
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1. Knowledge and application of the law 461|424 |413 (410|417 |321|392|386|438|414|480|370|3.34|4.05
461 | 424|412 409|419 |323|394 | 387|438 |4.16|4.78| 3.67 | 3.35| 4.06
2. Ability to perceive factual issues 462 | 429|422 | 419|424 |335|398 |39 |433|414|4.75|383|337|420
462 |429|422|418 426|337 |400|397|433|415|4.73|3.80| 336|420
3. Not influenced by factors outside the 4.64/| 437|423 | 421|432 367379391413 |3.83|4.70| 3.88 | 3.60 | 401
evidence and applicable law 465|437|422|419|433|368|380|391|416|385|4.67|387|360|4.01
4, Treats all equally regardless of race, sex, 475|449 | 451|450 | 457 | 419|395 |4.08 (444 |4.07 | 474|423 | 393|432
age, national origin or religion 475|450 | 451 | 4.49 | 457 | 418 | 3.97 | 4.09 | 4.45 | 4.07 | 471 | 420 | 3.92 | 4.32
5. Judicia temperament and demeanor, 479 |4.45|432| 445|461 |391| 338|363 |440 | 374|460 | 4.06| 4.05|4.13
including patience and courtesy to litigants, 478|446 | 432|444 | 462 | 3.92 | 342 | 3.65 | 4.44 | 3.76 | 458 | 4.04 | 4.01 | 4.09
lawyers and court personnel
6. Punctuality in attending court proceedings | 4.74 | 447 | 441 | 436 | 440 | 386 | 415 | 410 | 415 | 416 | 475 | 444 | 3.88 | 431
474 | 447 | 438|434 | 441|386 |4.17 | 409|417 | 417 | 473|442 | 387|429
7. Promptness in making rulings and giving 465|439 424|412 |437|378|4.14|4.09 | 418|397 | 474 | 417 | 3.70 | 4.10
decisions 465|440 | 424|412 438 |379|416|410| 422|401 |4.72|4.16| 3.72 | 4.09
8. Attentiveness to arguments and testimony 470 | 447 | 434|440 | 444 | 3.77 | 390 | 398 | 4.35 | 4.09 | 4.72 | 419 | 3.36 | 4.22
470 | 447 | 433|438 |444|375|392|398|436|411|4.71|418|3.36|4.22
9. Quality and clarity of written opinions 4591432418 |418 429 |335|397|393|426|411|465|384|317|4.14
4591433|419|417|431(339|399|394|430|412|462|384|319|4.14
10. Avoids undue personal observations or 472 | 445|440 | 444 | 452 | 3.99 | 349 | 3.81 | 4.36 | 3.89 | 4.68 | 409 | 3.93 | 4.13
criticisms of litigants, judges and lawyers from| 4.72 | 446 | 440 | 442 | 453 | 3.96 | 353 | 3.83 | 436 | 391 | 465 | 4.09 [ 3.92 | 412
the bench or in written opinions
11. Management and control of trial 469|440 | 437|427 |428|379|399|398 (418 |4.15|4.61|413|364|4.20
470|441 |437|1426|430|381|401|399(421|415|459|413|364|4.19
12. Retention 99% | 98% | 94% | 95% [100%| 85% | 87% | 90% | 96% | 94% | 99% | 95% | 81% | 96%
99% | 98% | 93% | 94% [100%| 84% | 87% | 90% | 96% | 93% | 99% | 94% | 80% | 96%
Number of respondents to question 12 286 | 232 | 279 | 206 | 139 | 161 | 160 | 153 | 142 | 161 | 256 | 157 | 183 | 147
305 | 245 | 297 | 214 | 145 | 171 | 169 | 160 | 155 | 173 | 277 | 170 | 201 | 156

“Serving the legal profession and the public since 1874.”
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1. Knowledge and application of the law 393 | 373|419 |402| 359 |424|394|439| 452 | 420|412 | 421
396 | 372|422 | 404 | 357 | 423|407 |433| 450 | 410|381 | 4.19
2. Ability to perceive factual issues 404 | 377 | 427 | 403 | 3.71 | 431|369 | 453 | 448 | 4.27 | 4.20 | 4.03
407 | 374|429 | 405| 370 | 430|394 | 444 | 447 | 415 | 3.86 | 3.98
3. Not influenced by factors outside the 381 | 339422 |383| 364 440|351 |411| 432 |3.85|3.71| 368
evidence and applicable law 383 | 341|424 |386| 366 |439|380|405| 432 372|337 370
4. Treats al equally regardless of race, sex, | 417 | 3.72| 443 | 419 | 410 | 452|377 | 438 | 454 | 421 | 3.89 | 4.09
age, national origin or religion 416 | 375 | 445|420 | 410 |4.48|4.02|4.36| 450 | 403 | 410 | 4.07
5. Judicial temperament and demeanor, 363 [ 387 |440(4.08| 391 |4.14|384|427| 456 | 3.71 | 310 | 3.97
including patience and courtesy to litigants, | 367 | 3.86 | 441 | 408 | 391 | 4.17 | 400|420 | 456 | 358 | 292 | 391
lawyers and court personnel
6. Punctuality in attending court 411 | 333[430|363| 401 |452|433|449| 425|459 | 3.96 | 3.15
proceedings 411 | 341|430 |357| 399 |450|439|440| 429 | 435|374 | 321
7. Promptnessin making rulingsand giving | 404 | 259 | 418 | 3.79 | 401 |431|411|450| 436 | 431|384 3.97
decisions 404 | 265|417 | 374 | 398 | 431|423 |447| 440 | 408 | 3.67 | 3.97
8. Attentiveness to arguments and 399 | 381 (435|402 | 391 |427|408|444| 443 | 396 | 402 | 400
testimony 401 | 382|436 |403| 388 |430|423|439| 444 | 384 | 3.76 | 400
9. Quality and clarity of written opinions 393 | 375|419 404 | 370 | 422|392 |442| 446 | 410 | 4.06 | 417
394 | 372|420 | 405| 368 | 421|409 |438| 447 | 405 |3.79 | 4.05
10. Avoids undue personal observationsor | 3.82 | 3.75 | 436 | 403 | 394 | 442|388 | 442 | 454 | 400 | 3.30 | 4.03
criticisms of litigants, judges and lawyers 385 | 378|436 |404| 393 | 442|408 |437| 455|385 (322|397
from the bench or in written opinions
11. Management and control of trial 405 [ 372430399 | 390 |444|376|461| 449 | 446 | 3.98 | 3.84
405 | 376 431|401 | 388 | 443|397 |456 | 449 | 427 | 3.76 | 3.80
12. Retention 92% | 76% | 99% | 91% | 92% | 95% | 75% | 98% | 100% | 92% | 84% | 97%
93% | 75% | 99% | 90% | 92% | 96% | 83% | 98% | 100% | 91% | 76% | 94%
Number of respondents to question 12 127 | 110 | 143 | 89 115 65 65 41 41 50 50 38
140 | 126 | 158 | 98 133 88 | 108 | 50 52 69 74 48

“Serving the legal profession and the public since 1874.”




