Aim: Should the way we elect a President be changed?


Notes
I. Electing the President

A. Constitution 

1. Article II, section 2, 3, 4

2. Amendment 12

3. Framers did not trust the common person to vote: electors, chosen by state legislatures, typically educated/wealthy
4. They use an Electoral College
5. Electors in the college are chosen by state legislatures
6. electors pledge to cast their votes according to the wishes of the people in the state
7. The candidate who wins the popular vote in a state wins all the pledged votes of the state's electors.

Electoral Voting

1. The number of electors per state is the total Senators and representatives in

the House

2. candidates concentrate on the states with the largest number of electoral

votes

3. if a candidate gets one more popular vote than the opponent, he wins all of

the state’s electoral votes

4. there are 538 electoral votes in the Electoral College

5. today a President must have 270 Electoral votes to win the presidency

B. Nomination

1. Caucuses: meeting of party members to choose delegates

2. Primaries: voters choose party candidates or convention delegates

3. national nominating convention: national party members choose candidates

C. Process

1. Person declares candidacy

2. Primary elections- state conventions- national convention

3. national convention- election day- electoral college- inauguration

D. Criticisms

1. electors are not required to vote for their pledged choice

2. a candidate win the overall popular vote and still lose the election

3. John Quincy Adams in 1824, Rutherford B. Hayes in 1876, Benjamin

Harrison in 1888 and George W. Bush in 2000 all lost the popular vote but

became president

4. Amendment 12: Should none of the candidates win 270 electoral votes, the

election is decided by the House of Representatives

5. This has happened twice: Jefferson in 1801 and John Quincy Adams in 1825

E. Reasons it has sustained

1. difficult to amend the Constitution
2. small states/ minority groups within states given an advantage

3. may invite small parties to spring up/ supports the 2 party system

