
OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE NEWTON CITY COUNCIL 
108 N. Van Buren St 
Newton, IL  62448 

January 16, 2018 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Mark Bolander, Mayor 
Mayor Mark Bolander called the meeting to order. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Alderman David Brown 
Pledge of allegiance to the flag was led by Alderman David Brown. 

3. ROLL CALL:  Rosetta York, City Clerk 
Physically present:  Steve Rubsam, David Brown, Robert Reisner, Scott Bloomberg 
Absent:  Larry Brooks and Eric Blake    
Also present:  Attorney Max Tedford, Treasurer Melissa Brooks, Clerk Rosetta York 

4. ADOPT OR AMEND AGENDA  
Motion was made by Bloomberg, seconded by Rubsam, to adopt the proposed agenda. 
Ayes:  Rubsam, Brown, Reisner, Bloomberg 
Nays:  None 

5. APPROVAL OF REGULAR MINUTES of January 2, 2018  
Motion was made by Rubsam, seconded by Bloomberg, to approve the minutes of the 
January 2, 2018 regular meeting of the Newton City Council. 
Ayes:  Brown, Reisner, Bloomberg, Rubsam 
Nays:  None 

6. APPROVAL OF BILLS & ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
Alderman Rubsam reviewed the pre-paids in the amount of $142,387.87 and the bills and 
accounts payable earlier today and made a motion to approve the pre-paids and authorize 
payment of the bills and accounts payable in the amount of $118,888.18. 
Bloomberg seconded the motion. 
Ayes:  Reisner, Bloomberg, Rubsam, Brown 
Nays:  None 

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS:  None  
 

8. OLD BUSINESS:  None  
 

9. NEW BUSINESS:   
a. Consider and act on 3 Newton Police employees attending Southern Illinois Criminal Justice 

Summit in Effingham at $85.00 per person, on Feb 28 and March 1, 2018. 
Motion was made by Bloomberg, seconded by Reisner, to authorize three Newton 
Police employees attending Southern Illinois Criminal Justice Summit in Effingham at 
$85.00 per person, on February 28 and March 1, 2018. 
Ayes:  Bloomberg, Rubsam, Brown, Reisner 
Nays:  None 

b. Consider and act on 2 Newton Police employees attending 2018 ILEAS Annual Conference 
March 4-6, fees $100.00 per person plus allowable expenses.   
Motion was made by Bloomberg, seconded by Brown, to authorize two Newton Police 
employees attending 2018 ILEAS Annual Conference March 4-6, fees $100.00 per 
person plus allowable expenses.   
Ayes:  Rubsam, Brown, Reisner, Bloomberg 
Nays:  None 
 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS OR COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS:   
Bloomberg - JEDI met January 9.  The annual election of JEDI Officers and Board Members was 
held.  Several items were approved:  annual budget, annual meeting schedule, annual JEDI 
celebration.  Updates were given by CED Extension Educator Ken Larimore, Mayor Mark 
Bolander, Jasper Co. Board Chairman Ron Heltsley and Jasper Unit I Superintendent Andrew 
Johnson. 
Brown - EMA met 1-11-18.  Ed Francis reported EMA had received a Heath grant for a drone.  A 
permit or license is needed to operate.  A class if offered at Lakeland.  Francis believes this is for 
an FAA certification.  EMA received a check for $2,738 for the tanker rollover by GSI.  Some of 
the money will be used to send two members to drone training and the purchase of an iPad. 
 

11. STATEMENTS:   
Council Members: 
Rubsam:  City of Newton will have a booth at the CEO Expo this Saturday January 20 between  










