
TEA PARTY
S A T U R D A Y ,  A P R I L  1 4 ,  2 0 1 8

10th Annual Band Tea Party Celebrating 50 Years!

Featuring Student Performers and Memorabilia from the Past 50 Years!

Ooh La La!





Dear Band Alumni, Family and Friends,
Hard to believe that Raymond Cree Junior High School opened its doors 50 years ago! 

Imagine the first day of school in 1967: the sense of excitement the students and faculty must 
have felt as they entered the brand new classrooms and set out to make this school their own.  

The band room has not changed in size, but the four walls have certainly witnessed the Band 
Program’s rich musical history. Students have come and gone, as have many instruments, 
though we are still using a few of the original instruments that Raymond Cree students played 
decades ago. Most importantly, there are the precious memories that have been created over 
these past 50 years: Picking an instrument for the first time. Making the first sound… or noise! 
Learning to read notes. The first performance! The tears of defeat and frustration. The tears of 
accomplishment! The after-school rehearsals. The friendships made! The life lessons. Practice 
cards!!! The after-marching-band-rehearsals dance parties! The trips and bus rides! The feeling 
of pride! The sense of family… these are just some of the things we experience being part of the 
RCMS Band!

We are excited to have you join us today celebrating our 10th Annual Tea Party Fundraiser 
“Ooh La La!” benefiting the Raymond Cree Middle School Instrumental and Flag Programs! It 
is incredible how many students have walked through the band room doors in the last 50 years 
– 5,000+ individual students – all of whom have played, and continue to play, a vital role in our 
program’s rich tapestry of music-making.

We are delighted that continued school and community support has helped us make this 
music program special. Currently our award-winning program includes Wind Ensemble, 
Advanced Band, Beginning Band, PSUSD’s only Middle School Marching Band, Flags, 
Chamber Music, Stage Band, and Beginning Honor Band. 

Looking back at our past, we have had some amazing band directors, such as Mr. Gary 
Eakens, Mr. Donald Curtis and Mr. James Rush, who all set high academic and musical 
standards, and who in the early years also led other groups including Guitar and String 
Orchestra. They helped make this school and our program an important part of our community 
and valley.

Today, we hope that you learn something new about the history of our 
school and the seeds that have grown into our Band Program. As you 
join us in commemorating five decades of history here at Raymond Cree 
Middle School, what better way to celebrate than to hear performances by 
our amazing young musicians! They have worked hard and this February 
received a Superior Rating at the 11th Annual SCSBOA District Solo & 
Ensemble Festival. 

Thank you for your continued support, and for helping to make this a 
program that teaches more than music. It  also challenges students to reach 
for their goals, to learn dedication and to acquire skills that will help them 
make important contributions throughout their lives. It’s a joy to perform 
together and revel in the magic of music. 
Let’s toast to another 50 years and to making this program brighter than ever 
– like the City of Lights!

Merci,

Eduardo Contreras
Director of Bands | Since 2007

Through your 

support, the 

band program 

flourishes 

and provides 

experiences 

not offered in 

many other 

schools across 

our country. 

Welcome!

760.320.0665
DesertPromo.coM





SOLO & ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL TOP PERFORMERS
UNANIMOUS SUPERIOR SOLO RATING

+*Kaelan James, 8th Grade – Clarinet Solo
Mariel Del Rosario, 8th Grade – Mallet Solo

Kiara Parks, 7th Grade – Flute Solo
Yamilet Herrera, 7th Grade – Flute Solo

Danitza Villagrana, 7th Grade – Alto Saxophone

SUPERIOR RATING
Katherine Soto, 8th Grade – Clarinet Solo

Jose Alvarado, 8th Grade – Alto Saxophone Solo
Alany Mendoza, 8th Grade – Trumpet Solo

Giovanni Gonzalez, 8th Grade – Trombone Solo
Amares Lucero, 8th Grade – Euphonium Solo

Jose Toscano, 8th Grade – Euphonium Solo
Angel Gonzalez, 8th Grade – Trombone Solo

Ian Fanning, 8th Grade – Timpani Solo
Angel Figueredo, 8th Grade – Mallet Solo
Kylie Mendoza, 7th Grade – Clarinet Solo
Jasimiel Monge, 7th Grade – Clarinet Solo

Ronald Moreira, 7th Grade – Trumpet Solo
Karen Melendres-Muñoz & Brianna Jones, 8th Grade – Flute Duet

Roger Montealegre & Orlando Villagrana, 7th Grade – Clarinet Duet
Mariel Del Rosario, Maximo Hernandez, Franco Calixto, 8th Grade – Mallet Trio

Kaelan James, Daria Arriaga, Destiny Camua, Beckham Dao, Roger Montealegre, Orlando Villagrana – Clarinet Sextet

HONORABLE MENTION
Daria Arriaga, 8th Grade – Clarinet Solo

Jhaidery Vallejo, Jhynelle Dulay, Jackelin Ramos – Flute Trio
Jamsheed Nasr, Alexander Byers, Alberto Rodriguez, 7th Grade – Saxophone Trio

PIANO ACCOMPANIST
Linny Smith

Please note performers not performing in order listed.
*Southern California School Band & Orchestra 2018 Honor Band & Orchestra Member

+California Band Directors Association 2018 All State Jr. High Honor Concert Band

Student Performers





Congratulations Karen & Reese!
Keep up the great work!”



Golden Celebration Sponsors
THANK YOU!

Thank you to our wonderful Golden Celebration Sponsors for allowing  
us to continue to make quality music for another 50 years! 

MAESTRO | $10,000+
Los Navegantes de Sueños

Anderson Children’s Foundation

GOLDEN COMMISSIONER | $5,000-$9,999

RUBY FIREBIRD | $2,500-$4,999
Susan Anderson

CRYSTAL TOCCATA | $1,000-$2,499
Sue Karr

Schwab Charitable
Terrazzo & Marble Supply Co. of Illinois

ONYX SONATA | $500-$999
Gary & Joan Gand

C & M Building Materials, INC.

PERFORMER | $50-$499
Sam & Abbie Harris
Toyota of the Desert

Sadler Healthcare, Inc. Los Angeles
Jorgensen & Associates
Gelson’s - Los Angeles

Qualcon
Lonnie J. Pestano

Nasr Family
Byer Family

Fleming’s Steakhouse of Rancho Mirage
Karen Hawkesworth

Maureen Boren
Elliot Collier

Yeong & Linda Sohn
Eduardo Contreras

Through your generosity, we have been able to purchase much needed large instruments that needed 
 to be replaced and that will last us for many, many more years to come! 

These included: Five Yamaha Timpani and Five Jupiter Sousaphones totaling $40,000!

Our 50th Anniversary Golden Celebration will continue to the end of the year and we would love to have you join the list of supporters for any 
amount! You can visit our website to make your donation or Cash or Checks will be accepted at the door or anytime in the Band Room!  

Please make Checks payable to: RCMS Band.

The Raymond Cree Middle School Band Boosters is a 501(c)3 non-profit entity.  
Supporting the Band Boosters through your generous donation may be tax-deductible as allowed by law.

TAX ID: 51-0617624



Raymond Cree (August 19, 1875 – October 
26, 1967) managed two successful careers 
in a lifetime of 92 years. He was a pioneer 
realtor in the Palm Springs area, and, for 
nineteen years, an educator. 

Cree was born in Des Moines, Iowa, and moved 
to California as a boy in 1885. He attended Chaffey 
College, which was then affiliated with USC, where 
he twice broke the world record for the 50-yard dash, 
which was then 5 l/4 seconds. 

Cree taught in public schools for seven years 
and was Superintendent of Schools for Riverside 
County for 12 years. Between those two positions, 
he took a two-year intermission to study public 
school administration at Stanford University from 
1904 to 1906.

Cree was elected to four terms of four years each 
as superintendent. He completed three of these, the 
fourth term being interrupted by military service in 
France during World War I, where he served with 
General John J. Pershing’s Army Educational Corps. 

His career as a realtor began in 1915, when he 
bought sixty-five acres in the desert and began 
planting date palms and grapefruit. His earliest 
subdivision was the Vista Santa Rosa tract, a 
forerunner of many other Palm Springs area 
developments where he was either developer, owner, 
selling agent, or all three. 

Still interested in education, Cree served for years 
as a member of both the elementary school board and 
the local high school board. 

During his later years, Cree and his wife 
traveled in Europe and the Caribbean Islands. 
They spent summers in Santa Barbara and winters 
in Palm Springs.

–  from the first Raymond Cree Middle School  
yearbook, “Amistad,” in 1968.

 
THEN AND NOW!
Some facts about our school and musical history!
• Raymond Cree Jr. High (Grades 7-9) opened its doors on July 1, 

1967 in honor of educator and realtor, Raymond Cree.
• Raymond Cree Jr. High transitioned to Raymond Cree Middle 

School (Grades 6-8) on July 1, 1980 when Desert Springs 
Middle School opened its doors.

• Mr. James Workman, First Principal
• Mr. Bernie Marez, Current Principal

BAND DIRECTORS:
• Mr. James Rush | 1967-1970
• Mr. Donald Curtis | 1970-1978
• Mr. Gary Eakens | 1978-2007
• Mr. Eduardo Contreras | 2007-Present

Who was Raymond Cree?



Fun Facts of 1968!

SUMMER ART & HISTORY CAMPS

Classes are open to all children ages 8 to 14.
Young at Art is from 9 to 11 AM and Jr. Historians is from 12 to 2PM.

Join the LUNCH BUNCH – bring your lunch and stay at the museum from 9AM to 2PM.
Pre-registration and prepayment required to reserve a class.

CREATE A MASTERPIECE
-YOUNG AT ART-

9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
$50 per week

June 18 to 22 | Clay or Drawing
June 25 to 29 |Clay or Water Color
July 2 to 6 |Clay or Multi-Media Art

(No class on July 4; Meet 8:30 to 11 a.m.)
July 9 to 13 | Clay or Multi-Media Sculpture

BEAT THE HEAT WITH
-JR. HISTORIANS-

12 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
$50 per week

June 18 to 22 | Settling the Colonies
June 25 to 29 |Geography Wiz Kids 

July 2 to 6 | Experience our 1909 Schoolhouse
(No class on July 4; Meet 12 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.) 

July 9 to 13 | California Dreaming

-BUNDLE THE TWO-
Stay from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for a TOTAL of $110 per week!

Join the LUNCH BUNCH from 11 to 12. Bring your own lunch and play lots of 
old-fashioned games. 

VISIT WWW.CVHM.ORG TO REGISTER OR CALL THE MUSEUM AT 760.342.6651 FOR MORE INFORMATION!
LOCATED AT: 82-616 MILES AVE. | INDIO | CA | 92201

TheCoachellaValleyHistoryMuseum

Spots will fill up fast!
Reserve a spot

TODAY!

RAYMOND CREE 
JUNIOR HIGH

• WAS DEDICATED MARCH 2, 1968 BY  
THE GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA

• F. & A.M. CAPSTONE WAS LAID  
FOR THE TIME CAPSULE FOUND OUTSIDE  
OF THE MAIN OFFICE.

MOVIES
• 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY 
• PLANET OF THE APES 
• BONNIE & CLYDE
• THE ODD COUPLE
• THE LOVE BUG
• CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG

PEOPLE BORN
• DANIEL CRAIG  • NAOMI WATTS 
• HUGH JACKMAN  • WILL SMITH 
• GLORIA TREVI  • OWEN WILSON 
• GUY FIERI  • KENNY CHESNEY 
• CELINE DION  • LL COOL J   
• MARC ANTHONY  • LISA MARIE PRESLEY 
•  RACHAEL RAY  • MOLLY RINGWALD 
• ASHLEY JUDD  • GARY COLEMAN 

TOP SONGS
• HEY JUDE: THE BEATLES 
• MRS. ROBINSON: SIMON & GARFUNKEL 
• HELLO, I LOVE YOU: THE DOORS 
• PEOPLE GOT TO BE FREE: THE RASCALS 

ORCHESTRAS 
FOUNDED

• LOS ANGELES CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
• THE FLORIDA ORCHESTRA
• LONDON SINFONIETTA

• U.S. PRESIDENT - LYNDON B. JOHNSON
• WINTER OLYMPICS - GRENOBLE, FRANCE
• APOLLO 7 - FIRST MANNED  

APOLLO MISSION
• APOLLO 8 - FIRST MANNED  

MISSION TO ORBIT THE MOON
• LONDON BRIDGE WAS PURCHASED FOR  

$1 MILLION AND RE-ERECTED IN ARIZONA



Thank You!
Raymond Cree Instrumental Program, Flags and Boosters are grateful to all those who have 

volunteered their time and talents to help make this day a success!  We extend special thanks and 
gratitude to all of our generous community supporters and vendors for their gifts and contributions!

THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY 
DONORS & SPONSORS
Albertsons – Palm Springs
Aldi – Palm Springs
Anonymous
Applebee’s – Indio
Aqua Clear Pools and Spas, Inc.
Aspen Mills – Palm Springs
Automotive Service Center – Palm Springs
Blaze Pizza – Palm Springs
Blaze Pizza – Victoria Gardens
Brandini Toffee – Rancho Mirage
Carlos Zepeda
Cheesecake Factory
Children’s Discovery Museum of the Desert
Coachella Valley History Museum
Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf – Palm Springs
Copley’s on Palm Canyon
Cord Tucker Designer Pens
D & O Upholstery – Cathedral City
Dead or Alive Bar – Palm Springs
Decibel Cellular, Inc.
Desert Promotional & Embroidery, LLC.
Desert Resort Management – An Associa Company
Desert Serenity Float & Spa – Palm Springs
Easy Speech Communication Center
Eduardo Contreras
El Mirasol Mexican Cocina – Palm Springs
Escena Golf Club
Franz Tatum Wealth Management
Fresh Juice Bar – Palm Springs
Great Shakes – Palm Springs
Grounded Bodyworks
Hadley Date Gardens – Thermal
Hair by Tiffany Bowman – Palm Springs
J.A.Z. Electric Inc.
Jennifer Dean-Knapp
Juana & Socorro Muñoz
Laser Oasis – La Quinta
Maria Muñoz
Mary Kay – Dubby Peña
Megan Scarborough – Pedal Spin Instructor
Moorten Botanical Garden – Palm Springs
Nature’s Health Food and Cafe
Nick Rail Music – Redlands
Pain Relief & Wellness – Cathedral City
Palm Springs Air Museum
Palm Springs High School Spirit of the Sands
Palm Springs Power Baseball
Palm Springs Woman’s Club
Perfectly Posh – Casandra Tucker
Philomusica – Palm Springs

Quick Quack Car Wash – Cathedral City
Red Lobster – Palm Desert
Reprographics – Palm Springs
Rick’s Restaurant – Palm Springs
Sanchez Landscape Inc.
Savory Spice Shop – Palm Desert
Scott McPherson – Magazine Design
Shakey’s Pizza – Palm Springs
Sherman’s Deli – Palm Springs
Sinfulicious Bodycare – Palm Springs
Starbuck – Ramon/Date Palm 
The Cameranesi Family
The Contreras Family
The James Family
The Kitchen Outlet – Palm Springs
The Melendres-Muñoz Family
The Music School – Palm Springs
The Villagrana Family
Townie Bagels – Palm Springs
Wet’n’Wild – Palm Springs
William H. Shibata, DDS
Yogurt At Its Best – Palm Springs

RCMS INSTRUMENTAL AND FLAG PROGRAM
Eduardo Contreras, Director of Bands
Valorie Cortez, Visual Corps
Linny Smith, Piano Accompanist

BAND BOOSTER BOARD
Isa Muñoz, President | Ana Aray, Vice President
Martha Villagrana, Treasurer | Paula Cameranesi, Secretary

TEA PARTY COMMITTEE
Band Booster Board, Isa Muñoz, Ana Aray, Martha Villagrana,  
Paula Cameranesi, Casandra Tucker

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
Mr. Gary Eakens – Band Director 1978-2007
Ian James, Sam & Abbie Harris, Marty Webster, Scott McPherson, 
Somu Desai, Mr. Marez, Ms. Hilsabeck, Mr. Hagar, Mr. Ochoa,  
Mrs. Guerrero, Mr. Kopasz, Mrs. Goerzen, Ms. Langdon
The Performing Arts Department, RCMS Staff and the PSUSD 
Administration and School Board!
Thank you for supporting the arts in our school!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Band Awards Concert

Raymond Cree Middle School Gym – All Bands
Thursday, March 17, 2018 at 7pm
Premiering two new works by composer, Randall D. Standridge

ACCOLADES
Forum Music Festival

Wind Ensemble – Gold Rating | Advanced Band – Silver Rating
SCSBOA Indio High Band Festival

Wind Ensemble – Superior Rating



Wind Ensemble, Advanced Band & Flag Team
The 2017-2018 RCMS DESERT TREASURE INSTRUMENTAL & FLAG PROGRAM

The students of the RCMS Instrumental and Flag Program would like to thank the Band Boosters and Friends for their dedication in 
make this Tea Party “OOH LA LA” possible! We would also like to thank the community who supports us and music in our school. The 

biggest THANK YOU goes to our parents and guardians who encourage us to be the best we can be in all of our endeavors!

THANK YOU!

Matador Beginning Band





Beginning Band
FLUTE

Carolina Ceballos-
Marquez
Alexis Cervantes
Navara-Rose Hanks
Alessandra Hernandez
Isaac Ibarra
Julio Lopez
Alyssa Mattecheck
Daisy Mendieta
Maira Oropeza
Ysabelle Pastolero
Jordyn Danielle Peraza
Kiana Temple
Kaitlyn Thompson

CLARINET

Alekssa Avila
Jared Avila
Kira Berg
Brandon Bowery
Kristelle Esparcia
Kristine Esparcia
Pricilla Gaspar
Patrick Hernandez
Elizabeth Herrera
Quinlin Lee
Eduardo Mendez
Crysela Moreno
Mia Munguia
Hanna Perez
Andrew Ruano
Giovanni Santana-
Rodriguez
Bryatna Verdugo

ALTO SAXOPHONE

Constantino Becerra
Julian Hernandez
Ruby Limon-Alvarez
Keifer Muldarry
Julian Ortega
Justin Ramirez
Edgar Ramos
Jadyn Rios 

Justin Rodriguez
Carlos Rodriguez
Genaro Silva
Jacob Verdugo 
 
TENOR SAXOPHONE

Nathan Lopez

FRENCH HORN

Alondra Aguero
Aidan Anderson
Eduardo Araiza
Kimberly Arellano
Jacob Arriaga
Daniel Buelna
Savanna Fuentes
Derek Howard
Mario Mejia
Isabella Sanchez
Maria Wolf

TRUMPET

Aspen Abernathy
Angel Arce
Julian Canseco
Jesus Cruz
Hendrik Cuautle
Eveny Felix
Diego Hernandez
Rey Herrera
Jaden Marquez
Penelope Minjarez
Lupita Razo
Zayden Stell
Christian Vazquez

TROMBONE

Benjamin Cortes
Austin DeGroat
Sebastian Guerra
Maximus Hernandez
Enjoli John
William Novales
Brennan Rodriguez
Jonathan Rodriguez
Hensser Villalobos 
 

EUPHONIUM

Jefferson Argueta
Paul Malonda
Alondra Pimentel

TUBA

Joeseph Avila
Caden Franco-Wallace
Jsun Urzua

PERCUSSION

Nathan Belk
Treah Diquattro
Yael Gonzalez
Fabrizio Ibanez
David Rojas
Morgan Santean-
Whippie
Jayden Turner
Sahiela Williams

Advanced Band
FLUTE

Elizabeth Ibarra
Makaya Jones*
Luna Madrigual
Jessica Marquez
Kimberley Martinez
Jonathan Ypina*

CLARINET

Nelson Avila
Evelyn Castillo
Vianey Cruz
Gerardo Paniagua
Evelyn Tepezano
Carlos Torres*

ALTO SAXOPHONE

Robert Cable-Gonzalez
Nicole Martinez
Christopher Ortiz
Nayely Palacios
Gabriel Pappas
Andrew Rodriguez
Brian Valenzuela

SOMALIA VAZQUEZ 
 
 

TENOR SAXOPHONE

Reese Gradilla
Andres Ramirez

FRENCH HORN

Marian Chiroy
Ayden Norat *
Ahniz Varela

TRUMPET

Isaac Barranco
Loreighn Delim
Diego Diaz
Jason Guirado*
Victor Ortiz
Oscar Torres
Mariana Vicuna
Eduardo Villalba 
 
TROMBONE

Raul Cortez
Uriel Enriquez
Pablo Hernandez *
Jeremiah Landeros
Cristian Mendieta
Jacob Plantillas
James Simpson

BARITONE

Yair Sandoval*
Starrla Torres

TUBA

Damian Gamez
Ricardo Lara
Adrian Paramo*

PERCUSSION

Yadira Arizmendi
Jorge Castillo
Ian Fanning $
Dominic Garcia
Alyssa Glancies
Ernesto Miranda
Francisco Reyes
Pavel Rodriguez
Jonathan Rogel
Ricardo Sanchez
Fernando Zamora

Wind Ensemble
FLUTES

Yamilet Herrera*$
Kiara Parks $$
Brianna Jones $
Karen Melendres-
Muñoz $
Jhaidery Vallejo
Blaze Hinojosa
Maria Hernandez
Jhynelle Dulay
Jackelin Ramos

CLARINET

Kaelan James*$$%#
Daria Arriaga*$
Orlando Villagrana $
Roger Montealegre $
Destiny Camua $
Katherine Soto $
Antonio Olivares
Jasimiel Monge $
Kylie Mendoza $
Hanna Lopez

BASS CLARINET 

Beckham Dao $

ALTO SAXOPHONE

Jose Alvarado*$
Danitza Villagrana $
Shane Cameranesi
Daniela Izquierdo
Christian Coloma

TENOR SAXOPHONE

Alexander Byers
Jamsheed Nasr

BARITONE SAX

Alberto Rodriguez

FRENCH HORN

Diego Ayala*
Edward Gutierrez

TRUMPET

Ronald Moreira $*
Melissa Figueroa
Alany Mendoza $

Maximiliano Becerra
Ismael Rojas
Maddox Martinez
Paulina Garcia
Ashley Garcia
Isaac Rosario

TROMBONE

Giovanni Gonzalez *$
Angel Gonzalez $
Anthony Guerra

BARITONE

Amares Lucero *$
Jose Toscano $
Victor Matias 
Kyler Cheung

TUBA

William Del Cid 
Hernandez *
Daley Buelna

PERCUSSION

Mariel Del Rosario *$$
Maximo Hernandez $
Angel Figueredo $
Lucas Fogle $
Benjamin Dinero
Andreas Trelak

PIANO

Franco Calixto $

Visual Corps
Melissa Hernandez
Faith Garza
Pamela Flores
Daniella Toledo
Ariana Cruz
Emily Pappas
Avery Villanueva
Andrea Rojas
Amy Trujillo
Lupita Razo
Kinberlyn Acuna
Itzel Ortiz

Musicians

* = Principle Chair   |   $ = SCSBOA Superior Rating Solo & Ensemble Fest. 2/3   |   % = SCSBOA All-Southern Honor Band 2018 Member 
# = CBDA/CMEA All-State Honor Band Member





GRAPHIC DESIGN

hiresm.com

Thank You to our Event Sponsors 

PSUSD Reprographics

Licensed & Bonded

760.320.0665
DesertPromo.coM


