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Second Sunday of Advent 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Four 

Sunday, December 8, 2024 CLC 8am & 10am 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 

the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

alive in the world, 

reviving creation, 

arriving soon. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 

We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

 

God of might, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have turned away from our neighbors. 

We have trusted false promises. 

 

God in our midst, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We plead: come to us. 

Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
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A righteous branch springs forth: 

it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

receive the grace and forgiveness of God 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

whose day draws near. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723) 

The time of gathering song may be brief or extended, and may include 

one or more of the following: hymns, psalms; a Kyrie; a canticle of 

praise. 

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 

that the God of my heart is great, 

and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 

that you bring to the ones who wait. 

You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 

and my weakness you did not spurn, 

so from east to west shall my name be blest. 

Could the world be about to turn? 

 

Refrain 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

and the world is about to turn. 

 

2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 

you work great things in me, 

and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 

to the end of the age to be. 

Your very name puts the proud to shame, 

and to those who would for you yearn, 
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you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 

for the world is about to turn. Refrain 

 

3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, 

not a stone will be left on stone. 

Let the king beware for your justice tears 

ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 

The hungry poor shall weep no more, 

for the food they can never earn; 

there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, 

for the world is about to turn. Refrain 

 

4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 

we remember who holds us fast: 

God's mercy must deliver us 

from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 

This saving word that our forebears heard 

is the promise which holds us bound, 

till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 

who is turning the world around. Refrain 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE (ELW p. 147) 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By 

his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your 

salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4 

God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his 

name means “my messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of 

the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are 

refined. 

A reading from Malachi. 
 

1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 

Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger 

of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the 

LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can 

stand when he appears?  

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like washers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi 

and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the 

LORD in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 

be pleasing to the LORD, as in the days of old and as in former years. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Blessed Be the God of Israel (ELW 250) 

 

1 Blessed be the God of Israel 

who comes to set us free 

and raises up new hope for us: 

a Branch from David's tree. 

So have the prophets long declared 

that with a mighty arm 

God would turn back our enemies 

and all who wish us harm. 

 

2 With promised mercy will God still 

the covenant recall, 

the oath once sworn to Abraham, 

from foes to save us all; 

that we might worship without fear 

and offer lives of praise, 

in holiness and righteousness 

to serve God all our days. 

 

3 My child, as prophet of the Lord 

you will prepare the way, 

to tell God's people they are saved 

from sin's eternal sway. 

Then shall God's mercy from on high 

shine forth and never cease 

to drive away the gloom of death 

and lead us into peace. 
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SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11 

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this 

letter about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. 

Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with 

his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 

A reading from Philippians. 
 

3 I thank my God for every remembrance of you, 4 always in every one 

of my prayers for all of you, praying with joy 5 for your partnership in 

the gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am confident of this, that the 

one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the 

day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, 

because I hold you in my heart, for all of you are my partners in God’s 

grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of 

the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 

tender affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love 

may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10 to help 

you to determine what really matters, so that in the day of Christ you 

may be pure and blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of 

God. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 

257)  O Clavis David  “Key of David” 

 

5 O come, O Key of David, come, 

and open wide our heav'nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery.  
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Refrain 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6 

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by 

“repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record 

of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious 

authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius 

Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 

brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 

Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and 

Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. 3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming 

a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in 

the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

  make his paths straight. 

 5 Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth, 

 6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY There's a Voice in the Wilderness (ELW 255) 

 

1 There's a voice in the wilderness crying, 

a call from the ways untrod: 

Prepare in the desert a highway, 

a highway for our God! 

The valleys shall be exalted, 

the lofty hills brought low; 

make straight all the crooked places 

where God, our God, may go! 

 

2 O Jerusalem, herald good tidings, 

ascend to the heights and sing! 

Proclaim to a desolate people 

the coming of their king. 

Like flow'rs of the field we perish, 

like grass our works decay; 

the pow'r and the pomp of nations 

shall pass like a dream away. 

 

3 But the word of our Savior is faithful, 

the arm of our God is strong, 

who stands in the midst of the nations 

and soon will right the wrong. 

Lord, feed your flock like a shepherd, 

the lambs so gently hold; 

in pastures of peace now lead them, 

and bring them to your fold. 
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LITURGY OF HEALING 

The presiding minister may address the assembly.  

Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign of healing 

and wholeness in the name of the triune God.  

Those who wish to receive laying on of hands and anointing approach. 

The minister lays both hands on each person's head and blesses them. 

The minister may also anoint the person's forehead with oil, making the 

sign of the cross.  

Name ___________________, in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

be strengthened and filled with God’s grace, that you may know the 

healing power of the Spirit. Amen.  

Receive this oil as a sign of forgiveness and healing in Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands, and the 

presiding minister continues.  

Let us pray. Living God, through the laying on of hands and anointing, 

grant comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing. When they 

are afraid, give them courage; when afflicted, give them patience; when 

dejected, give them hope; and when alone, assure them of the support of 

your holy people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people 

and places that long for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

Refining God, move through your church. Root out practices that harm 

your people, and kindle a fire for sharing the gospel among bishops, 

pastors, deacons, and all the baptized. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 
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Renewing God, transform your creation. Steer us from habits that harm 

what you have made, and guide us in practices that preserve and restore 

creatures and habitats. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Ruling God, teach the nations your ways. Strengthen organizations and 

communities that broker peace and care for refugees, immigrants, and all 

caught in the center of conflict, especially in Ukraine, Gaza, Sudan, 

Myanmar, and Lebanon. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Rescuing God, restore your people who are in any need. Heal all who 

are suffering, especially all those whom we name in our hearts and 

whose names we now speak aloud…. Provide comfort and strength, and 

nurture sustained wholeness for the future. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Reforming God, fill this congregation, Christ Lutheran Church, with 

your presence. Enrich our seasonal preparations, and bless the efforts by 

worshippers, musicians, staff, clergy, and lay leaders as they work in the 

weeks ahead. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

Here other intercessions may be offered 

Birthdays: Jiao, Russ, Mae & Keith   Baptisms: Jiao & Jim 

Church: St. John Lutheran, Pastor Katheryn Zurcher 

Reassuring God, we remember those who have died and rest in you. 

Guide us in deep gratitude for their life, and allow us to learn from their 

faithful witness. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of 

our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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PEACE AND ALOHA 

Aloha nui e ‘oukou.  

‘O ke aloha o ka Haku  

e mau ana me ‘oukou  

apau loa.  

Friends and neighbors, siblings in Christ, the peace of God be with you 

always.  

And also with you. 

 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care 

of those in need. Mahalo nui loa to everyone for your offerings.  

You may drop your offering in the wooden plates on the way in or out of 

worship. You can also send checks via USPS mail or go to our 

“Donate” button at www.clcmililani.org and make your offering via 

Tithe.ly.  Mahalo to Thrivent members making offerings via Simply 

Giving. 

 

OFFERING SONG 

In Silence We Wait (ACS 998) 

 

In silence we wait, 

in darkness you come to us; 

bring us your light. 

 

http://www.clcmililani.org/
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OFFERING PRAYER 

As the table is prepared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.  

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. 

A brief silence  

 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your 

creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we 

care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
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 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
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Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your beloved community and teach us to pray as 

Jesus taught us to live. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Na Makana a ke Akua no ka Po‘e a ke Akua 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

E komo mai, e kipa mai. 

Come, all is ready. You are welcome. 

 

COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 

The ministers commune either after or before others commune. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

As the table is cleared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.  

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. 

A brief silence 

Merciful God, constant source of all healing, 

we give you thanks for all your gifts of strength and life, 

and above all we thank you for the gift of your Son, 

through whom we have health and salvation. 

As we wait for that day when there will be no more pain, 

help us by your Holy Spirit 

to be assured of your power in our lives 

and to trust in your eternal love; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

God of endings and beginnings, 

God in the darkness and the light, 

God, our hope for the journey, 

☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW 249) 

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake and hearken, for he brings 

glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 



22 

 

2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; 

make straight the way for God within, 

and let us all our hearts prepare 

for Christ to come and enter there. 

 

3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord, 

our refuge and our great reward; 

without your grace we waste away 

like flow'rs that wither and decay. 

 

4 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, 

and make us rise to fall no more; 

oh, let your face upon us shine 

and fill the world with love divine. 

 

5 All praise to you, eternal Son, 

whose advent has our freedom won, 

whom with the Father we adore, 

and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 
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