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Charlene Pillot grew up in a small town in Ohio when
life was good and the world seemed normal. She
moved to Florida right out of high school and has
over 30 years experience of owning and managing
several different companies. In 2005 she retired from
the corporate world and stepped into the world of real
estate investing and entrepreneurship.
She is married to Pat, a wonderful man, whom she
thanks often, as she says, “for letting me be me”.
She is better known as Charlie and is very active in
Toastmasters International. She achieved her Distinguished Toastmasters rank in 2012 and continually
challenges her fellow Toastmasters with the question,
“For whom are you to be the voice?” Charlie has a
heart and a passion for mentoring women who now
find themselves in prison and are in the process of
transitioning back into the real world. Toastmasters
has given her the opportunity to walk along side
these women helping them to tell their story about
their pasts and to dream and plan for their futures.

November Guest Speaker
Charlene Pillot

DWC LUNCHEON
November 14th 2017, 11:30 AM

She is honored to now align herself with Selah Freedom and is honored to be a voice for those who are
caught in the prison of human trafficking.

4350 El Conquistador Pkwy
Bradenton, FL

Please welcome Charlie Pillot.

Please make your reservations by
November 9th, 2017
Call Sandy Gander 941.758.7187

or her email is
San.gander@gmail.com
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled
chicken, cold cuts, cheeses, soup,
bread and cookie
Cost is $18.00
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President’s November Newsletter
Well, due to climate change the fall leaves were not falling in the northeast United States while on my
cruise. It has been too warm up north with very little rain, so the leaves had very limited color changes.
Canada was a little more colorful and a little cooler but my daughter, Kim, and I had a wonderful trip.
Thanks to Mary and the girls for carrying on as usual. From what I gathered our speakers were well received and appreciated.
November’s speaker will be Charlene Pillor of Selah Freedom. Selah Freedom has been doing a lot in
Bradenton and Sarasota to help with combatting trafficking of women and putting their pimps in prison.
Convention Left Overs:

I have 30 red, white, and blue wreaths to get rid of at this time. They are stored in my garage and they
need to take a walk. The money spent on these wreaths had been from my pocket so I am offering them at
a discount price of $10 each to recoup some of my money and have battery operated 6 inch white candles
for $5.00 each. You can reach me at 941.-759-4610 or email to pattybenson43@gmail.com.
will need a volunteer to help sell these items at our meeting on November 14 th.You can reach me at or
email to pattybenson43@gmail.comI
A reminder that we bring in infant boy or girl Christmas presents at our December meeting for Healthy
Start. They can be outfits for an infant, blankets, diapers, etc. Please wrap the gift and indicate size and

Poll: Voters See Trump as
Reckless, Not Honest

Poll Applying to Trump
Strong Leader

Yes
39%

No
50%

Trustworthy

33%

53%

By: Stephen Shepard, Politico

Knowledgeable

42%

46%

Reckless. Thin-skinned. Not honest.
Not compassionate. Not stable.

Too Liberal
Too Conservative

12%
26%

67%
52%

Sexist

50%

35%

Those aren’t just the extraordinary,
harsh judgments of President Donald
Trump by two retiring, Republican senators on Tuesday — they are also shared
by majorities of voters in a new POLITICO/Morning Consult poll.

Racist

45%

40%

Keeps His Promises

34%

50%

Reckless

56%

31%

Honest

35%

31%

Cares About People Like Me

34%

53%

Voters’ negative views of Trump’s character aren’t new. They date back to last
year’s presidential campaign. And
Trump’s overall approval rating in the
new survey — 42 percent approve, 53
percent disapprove — is roughly unchanged over the past few months.*

Thin-skinned

52%

33%

Compassionate

33%

54%

Stable

33%

54%

* Note , since this article Trumps approval rating has
dropped ever more. It has dropped to 38% according
to NBC.

* Since this article, Trumps approval
rating has dropped.

Click Here to watch the video
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October 10, 2017 Minutes of the Manatee County DWC Meeting
Past President Mary Duda facilitated this month’s meeting for President Patty Benson who was out of
town. The meeting was called to order at 11:32 AM with 29 members, one guest and two speakers present. The Pledge of Allegiance was said and then we had a moment of silence in respect of the victims of
the Las Vegas shooting several days ago. Then our speakers were introduced and our guest, Mary Jane
Crowell introduced herself.
Mary reminded members to purchase 50/50 tickets and Market Place items to help build up our DWC
treasury. She then spoke about Equity Day in August, our hurricane canceled DWCF Convention, and our
fundraiser Tea Party which all attendees enjoyed and which raised $160. Mary also spoke about the Bayfest on 10/21 and the DWCF Conference on 11/4. This was followed by a request to members to volunteer
for the DWC positions of President and 1st VP (who arranges for speakers) at the Novembers meeting as
Patty will leaving the positions due to other responsibilities and her health.
DWC Treasurer Joanie LeBaron gave the Treasurer’s report indicating we presently have $3,878.26 in the
bank. Membership Chair Sherry Emigh said that our club presently has 84 members. Corresponding Secretary didn’t have anything new to report and Jeanne Yeagle gave a short report about our DWC website.
Pat Halperin gave us a report about Indivisible events, Brian told us that the new DWC Directories were
printed and would be given out at our November 14 th meeting.
Then guest speaker Jeff Orenstein spoke about an organization he recently began “Stand up for Democracy” to advance progressive causes and candidates. His organization is looking for more members. After
this the winning 50/50 ticket was pulled and Brian Heavrin was the winner. He gave his winnings of $25
back to the DWC for a total of $50 for our scholarship fund. Then we ate lunch.
At 12:15 PM our featured speaker Jeff Rogers, Provost and Chief Operating Officer of the south Florida
Museum in Bradenton, began his presentation about the museum and discussed the many programs for
adults and children including a special new hands-on area created for kids to learn more about science on
their own.

Trump on Manafort indictment: It's not about me ... and why
isn't it about Hillary Clinton?
For once, Donald Trump appears to be following his team’s message on a major event. The White House hasn’t officially responded to special counsel Robert Mueller’s indictments of Paul Manafort and Rick Gates, but when Trump
predictably took to Twitter late Monday morning, he was right in line with the
unofficial response that had started trickling out of the White House an hour
earlier:
Sorry, but this is years ago, before Paul Manafort was part of the Trump campaign. But why aren't
Crooked Hillary & the Dems the focus?????
— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) October 30, 2017
It has nothing to do with me and also Mueller should be paying attention to my favorite conspiracy theories.
....Also, there is NO COLLUSION!
— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) October 30, 2017
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Pentagon Document Contradicts Trump’s Gold Star
Claims
By: John M. Donnelly
In the hours after President Donald Trump said on an Oct. 17 radio broadcast that
he had contacted nearly every family that had lost a military servicemember this
year, the White House was hustling to learn from the Pentagon the identities and
contact information for those families, according to an internal Defense Department email.
The email exchange, which has not been previously reported, shows that senior
White House aides were aware on the day the president made the statement that it was not accurate — but that they
should try to make it accurate as soon as possible, given the gathering controversy.
Not only had the president not contacted virtually all the families of military personnel killed this year, the White
House did not even have an up-to-date list of those who had been killed.
The exchange between the White House and the Defense secretary’s office occurred about 5 p.m. on Oct. 17. The
White House asked the Pentagon for information about surviving family members of all servicemembers killed after
Trump’s inauguration so that the president could be sure to contact all of them.
Capt. Hallock Mohler, the executive secretary to Defense Secretary James Mattis, provided the White House with information in the 5 p.m. email about how each servicemember had died and the identity of his or her survivors, including phone numbers.
The email’s subject line was, “Condolence Letters Since 20 January 2017.”
Mohler indicated in the email that he was responding to a request from the president’s staff for information through
Ylber Bajraktari, an aide on the National Security Council. The objective was to figure out who among so-called Gold
Star families of the fallen Trump had yet to call. Mohler’s email said that the president’s aides “reached out to Ylber
looking for the following ASAP from DOD.”
Trump had said in a Fox News Radio interview earlier that day that he had contacted the families of “virtually everybody” in the military who had been killed since he was inaugurated.
“I have called, I believe, everybody — but certainly I’ll use the word virtually everybody,” Trump said.
Since then, the Associated Press contacted 20 families and found that half had not heard from Trump. It is not clear
how many of the families that have heard from the president received the calls this week, since the controversy over
his contacts with military families erupted. It is not clear when the White House first asked for data on Gold Star families, but it is clear that the answers had not been provided before Tuesday.

The Pentagon email indicates that 21 military personnel had been killed in action during Trump’s tenure, and an additional 44 had been killed by means other than enemy fire, such as ship collisions that took 17 sailors’ lives in the Pacific this summer.
Trump has clearly been active in reaching out to military families who have suffered the ultimate loss, as the AP reports show.
But the White House-Pentagon email scramble Tuesday undermines the veracity of Trump’s statement about his record of contacting all Gold Star families. The internal document also sheds light on how the White House staff, on this
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and other occasions, has had to go into damage-control mode when the president makes inaccurate statements.
On Oct. 18, the day after the president’s aides had sought and received the Gold Star family data from the Pentagon,
a reporter at a White House press conference asked Press Secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders whether Trump had in
fact contacted all the families.
“The president’s made contact with all of the families that have been presented to him through the White House Military Office,” she replied. “All of the individuals that the president has been presented with through the proper protocol have been contacted through that process.”
That language is hedged. “Made contact” does not mean a phone call necessarily, and “through that process” could
mean letters of condolence or other forms.
The administration echoed Sanders’ language Friday night.
“The White House ensured that the President had contacted all families of soldiers killed in action that had been presented to him through existing protocols,” spokesman Raj Shah said in an email.
Last month’s donation to The Daily Bread was 39 pounds of food. Please remember all
our charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda House. Daily
Bread needs our food contributions, such as dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and
vegetables, cereal and more. Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling Mothers such as diapers, formula, powder, and clothing to name just a few. The Bethesda
House is in need of toiletries for both men and women. Please be generous to these
wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to our meeting.
Together we can make a difference.

November Highlights in US Women’s History
• November 1, 1848 – First medical school for women, the New England Female Medical School, opens, in 1874 it merges with Boston University to become
one
of the world’s first co-ed medical schools
• November 8, 1910 – The state of Washington passes a constitutional amendment to guarantee woman suffrage
• November 8, 1984 – Dr. Anna L. Fisher, a physician on the shuttle Discovery,
becomes the first American mother and third American woman to fly into space
• November 11, 1979 – Bethune Museum and Archives opens in Washington
D.C.
as a center for African-American women’s history, honoring Mary McLeod Bethune
• November 11, 1993 – The Vietnam Women’s Memorial is dedicated in Washington, D.C. after being
conceived by former army combat nurse Diane Carlson Evans and sculpted by Glenna Goodacre to honor
the 265,000 women who voluntarily served during the Vietnam era
• November 13, 1938 – Mother Francis Xavier Cabrini is beatified, the first American woman citizen to
become a saint
• November 14, 1889 – Journalist Elizabeth Cochran, aka Nellie Bly, sails around the world in 72 days, 6
hours, 11 minutes, and 14 seconds, beating the fictional record set by Phineas Fogg in Jules Verne’s
Around the World in Eighty Days
• November 14, 1903 – The U.S. Women’s Trade Union League is established
• November 14, 1946 – Emily Greene Balch, co-founder of the Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom, is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
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Climate change is already costing billions—
and it's getting worse BY: Mark Sumner, Daily Kos
Being a climate change denier can be extremely profitable for
energy companies and the politicians who love them. That’s
why several energy companies have invested in spreading
doubt. But climate change is becoming extremely expensive
for everyone else.
Climate change is costing taxpayers billions of dollars in disaster relief and the tab will only increase as extreme weather events become more common, according to a
new government study.
The federal government has spent an estimated $350 billion over the past decade responding to extreme
weather and fire events, which are exacerbated by climate change, according to the Government Accountability Office (GAO) report. It comes as Congress moves to approve billions of dollars in extra funding for
hurricane relief.
With the recent series of disasters, including both hurricanes and fires, there’s been a tendency among
scientists questioned to hedge around the relationship between causation and climate change with
statements about how it’s difficult to connect an individual event to earth’s rising temperatures, but climate change is definitively connected to the increasing severity and frequency of events.
But what this report indicates is just that: the increase in intensity and frequency of extreme events is already costing hundreds of billions of dollars. Climate change is already destroying budgets and processes for dealing with emergencies. It’s going to continue to get worse, and it reaches into far more areas
than just disaster recovery.

McCain Appears to Jab Trump Over Draft-Dodging

By: Eric Garcia, Roll Call

Without mentioning a specific name, Sen. John McCain appeared to take a veiled swipe at President Donald
Trump for dodging the draft during the Vietnam War.
In an interview with C-SPAN3’s “American History TV,” McCain commented about the mistakes made by political leadership during the war.
In a clip posted on Twitter, McCain also commented on the divide between classes during the Vietnam-era
military draft.
“One aspect of the conflict, by the way, that I will never ever countenance that we drafted the lowest income
level of America and the highest income level found a doctor that would say they had a bone spur,” McCain
said. “That is wrong. That is wrong. If we are going to ask every American to serve, every American should
serve.”
The latter was widely interpreted as a swipe at Trump, who received five deferments, four during his time in
college and a last one for having bone spurs in his feet.
Trump infamously mocked McCain’s service in Vietnam, saying “He’s a war hero because he was captured. I
like people who weren't captured.”
McCain was a prisoner of war for 5½ years in the infamous “Hanoi Hilton.”
In an interview with “60 Minutes” last month, McCain said that Trump never apologized for his remarks. During
that interview, McCain swiped Trump for their differing lifestyle choices.
“He is in the business of making money and he has been successful both in television as well as Miss America and others. I was raised in a military family,” he said. “I was raised in the concept and belief that duty, honor, country is the — is the lodestar for the behavior that we have to exhibit every single day.”
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Visit our Manatee County’s
Democratic Women’s Club
website. The web address is
WWW.DWCMANATEE,COM.
It’s a great way to keep up
with news and events of our
club as well as lots of links to
Democratic clubs and sites,
as well as links to other nonprofit organizations.

We need someone to step up to
the plate and volunteer to be President and First Vice President of
our club for next year. Pat Benson
will be stepping down and we
need someone to take over. You
will have plenty of guidance from
both Patty and Mary Duda.
Please help us out. You can contact Patty or Mary to volunteer.

The Democratic Office is in need of help during the hours of 10-2 to
man (woman) the office. Please call the office at 941-301-4336 and
leave a message if you are willing to help. The address is 435 Cortez
Road, in the Orange Blossom Plaza.

The Democratic Party is also looking for people to take over a precinct.
What is a precinct? It is your election district, you can reach out to the
Democrats who live in that area, and (hold a coffee and cake event) let
them know you are their local leader. Try to get them help go door to
door to canvass and reach out for their help. Call Randi Sathan at the
office or her cell at 732-690-7655.
I was the precinct chair where I lived in El Conquistador for years. I had
a few other neighbors help me do door to door canvassing. I became the person they would call to find out whatever
was happening politically in the area. Mary Duda, Mary Bass, Carol Graves, and others who have been precinct
leaders had much success in their precincts.
Please consider helping your party.
HURRICANE IRMA
We will forever hate the name “Hurricane Irma”. The convention committee worked endlessly for over six months to
have a wonderful convention and then it was just blown away!
The Democratic Women’s Club of Florida is having a one day conference on Saturday, November 4 at the Frontline
Outreach Center, 3000 C.R. Smith St., Orlando. Registration begins at 7:15 am. We will try to carpool and leave
Bradenton at 5:45 pm. (We usually meet out at McDonalds on 64th Ave. by the Interstate.) The business meeting
starts at 8:15 and ends at 4:30. The $25 registration fee, payable at the door, to cover the cost of food and hall rental.

The convention committee is working on having our food money returned, “but” the Hyatt is giving us real problems.
We have a lawyer (DWC member) working on all aspects of the Hyatt and finances.
Please bear with all of us.
Email me if you wish to attend the one day mini convention. We will be electing officers for the New Year, changing
bylaws, giving awards, and having many political workshops. f I will share information as I receive it.
Thanks for your patience. Patty
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Great fun was had at the Fundraiser DWC Tea Party

Mary Bass

From left to right are Sherry Emigh, Phyllis Virzi,
Carol Graves, and Mary Bass

Mary Duda and Jeanne Yeagle

Linda Crawford

Carol Graves

From left to right is Sandy Gander,
Joanie LeBaron and Faye Murphy

Kathy Oarr and Irene Bandy-Hedden

Also attending were Patty Benson, Jami Heye and Jean Lewis.
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2016-2017

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-758-4610

Pat Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

Sherry Emigh

941-744-2660

2nd VP (Membership)

sjetofu@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-264-5355

Rachel Young

racheloung101@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer

941– 402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielabaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Mary Duda 941-708-0713
Legislative Liaison mcmduda@aol.com
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Rouson.Darryl@flsenate.gov

727-822-6828

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

Bill Nelson (D)
www.BillNelson.senate.gov

202-224-5274
813-225-7040

Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

850-717-5070

newt@newthd70.com
Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 71)

941-708-4968

Jim.Boyd@8myfloridahouse.gov
U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov
Tom Rooney (R- Distr. 17)

941-747-9081
202-205-5792

www.Rooney.house.gov

941-575-9101

Joe Gruters (R-Distr. 73)
joegruters@gmail.com

GOVERNOR
Rick Scott (R)
850-488-7146
www.flgov.com/contact-gov-scott/email-the governor
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941-914-2004

