Why Love?

LK 10:25 on one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he
asked, "what must | do to inherit eternal life?"

LK 10:26 "\what is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"

LK 10:27 He answered: " “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind' ; and, "Love your neighbor as
yourself." "

LK 10:28 »voy have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."”

I.) Why do we need to have love in our hearts?

A.) If our hearts are filled with love, there won’t be room for wickedness. MT
244 Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, "I
am the Christ, ' and will deceive many. 6 you will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you
are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the
beginning of birth pains.

MT 2429 vThen you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all
nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each
other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of
wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 hut he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And

this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the
end will come.

B.) When we are motivated by love our actions are seen by men and God, and the
Lord will be glorified. “<192 Byt he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my
neighbor?"

LK10:30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the
hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 3* A
priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.
32 30 too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 3 But a Samaritan,
as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 3¢ He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn
and took care of him. 3 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. “Look
after him," he said, “and when | return, | will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'

LK 10:38 "\Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"

LK10:37 The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."

Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."

I1.) When we operate through love, we don’t judge others we just meet their needs.

A.) When we try to help others, love will cause us to take me out of the way.4

Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions of the
meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters. 5 But to Hannah he
gave a double portion because he loved her, and the LORD had closed her womb.
6 And because the LORD had closed her womb, her rival kept provoking her in
order to irritate her. 7 This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to
the house of the LORD, her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat. 8
Elkanah her husband would say to her, "Hannah, why are you weeping? Why
don't you eat? Why are you downhearted? Don't | mean more to you than ten sons



B.) When our hearts are full of love we won’t judge others wrongly by what we
see, and we can listen and have compassion.
1SA 1:9 Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up.
Now Eli the priest was sitting on a chair by the doorpost of the LORD's temple. 10 In
bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the LORD. 11 And she made a vow,
saying, "O LORD Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant's misery and
remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the
LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head."
1SA 1:12 As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah
was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli
thought she was drunk 14 and said to her, "How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get
rid of your wine."
1SA 1:15 "Not so, my lord," Hannah replied, "1 am a woman who is deeply troubled. |
have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the LORD. 16 Do not
take your servant for a wicked woman; | have been praying here out of my great anguish
and grief."
1SA 1:17 Eli answered, "Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you
have asked of him."
I11.) Then what is love? 1c0131 |f | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries
and all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, | am nothing. 2 If |
give all | possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.
1C0 134 | gve is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. ° It is not rude, it is
not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. ¢ Love does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
A.) What does love look like?
1.) Mark 2:1-12-Paralyzed man
2.) John 7:53-8:11-Adulterous woman
3.)Luke23: * Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what
they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.

4.) Matt 25:31-40 the righteous of God

1C0 138 | gve never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they
will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. ° For we know in part and we prophesy in part,
10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. * When | was a child, | talked like a child, |
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When | became a man, | put childish ways behind me. *> Now
we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now | know in part; then I shall
know fully, even as | am fully known.

1C0 1313 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.



