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How Dogs Communicate

Observe the dog
« What isthe dog doing?

« What does the dog look like when
“neutral”/"at rest”?

Observe the environment

«  What is the context (what are they
responding to)?

«  Where/when did the behavior occur?
Who was there?

What's the function of the behavior?

«  What is the outcome (consequence) of
their behavior?

«  What are they “asking” for?
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What is the animal DOING and
under WHAT CONDITIONS?

behaviorworks.org | doggiedrawings.net
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How Dogs Communicate
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Context

Environmental Conditions

Transitions

Other dogs

Strangers

Resources

Other animals

Invasive handling

Car rides

Pain/physical discomfort
Distance

Duration

Intensity
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How Dogs Communicate
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BTq-185T37iWSIo8OXKC7voon1qs3M3w/preview

How Dogs Communicate
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https://wildewmn.wordpress.com/2013/06/04/the-threat-of-stillness/
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How Dogs Communicate
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How Dogs Communicate
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Po6TYXY0PCcFEybvIMIbrGvPySvA9qdi/preview

How Dogs Communicate
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How Dogs Communicate
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How Dogs Communicate
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1NlhJLyBB0nPMPhXoK2bS2lVA1ojtnh08/preview

How Dogs Communicate
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How Dogs Communicate
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BsyZC7zWTlmOKSSichi06TbOzLq5N0Go/preview
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Os6IsibHFZ4

How Dogs Communicate
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Overall Posture and Movement
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How Dogs Communicate

https://blogslobbertraining.wordpress.com/2012/08/07/body-language-draft-3/
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How Dogs Communicate
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1GIjk_NU_Krx_VhlVfC317aVA8eSR5dKw/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1i2lt1u_LyDHw9pEYT4vsgsJQ6hx1XJ08/preview

How Dogs Communicate
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KQ2Vpqyx_J01HH25uuW778yLBed3QZpp/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KSHEt0ZupEL3WEKrv_Tq_po09vV9OeOC/preview

How Dogs Communicate
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BOR4VwfyhQcn8yrdu4XmqN1l2EC0Qx-E/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1CPWBvpy8GdYQnul6E1xeiEllvv5fc2Dt/preview

Vocalizations
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How Dogs Communicate
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KL2q719aWbQmqipKfUc51BZ3ZcizyntQ/preview
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tx67JjAZjjA

Stress and Behavior
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Extreme levels of stress
Dog is forced to take action.

A

Preparation to take action.

Low levels of stress
Communication efforts to

lower stress levels & perceived
aggressive behaviors in others.

Displacement behaviors:

FOCUS:

Loss of calming signals

BITE!

/

Defense

LUNGE

Preparing to defend:
Showing teeth

Growling
Flight / withdrawal

Close mouth - Freeze

STRESS REACTIONS:
Panting

Pupil dilation

Shaking off adrenaline
Sweating paws
Trembling / shaking
Whale eye

Hackling

Calming signals:
Yawning

Lip licking
Looking away
Turning away
Moving slowly

Sniffing the ground
Scratching

Negotiating

/7

Stress rising

THE STRESS
ESCALATION

LADDER

- Turid Rugaas



Stress and Behavior
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KX7ztee8Mw7-nacZSngx8t2L7Lu5maTO/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KTvglvldiBzL4rpz2clCNhvOybw3X_Aa/preview

Stress and Behavior
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KXue7F2nqWCtnHQBGngjrNs0cAx1MRR6/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KdS7um9_mn02cQLlZe1CZXy7uHtenKJL/preview

Considerate Approach
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What is a Considerate Approach?

Consider how the animal perceives the
environment (sensory experience)

Consider how an animal perceives our
behavior (our intentions don't matter!)

Maximize choice and control over outcomes
* Prepare for every interaction (do you
have the information and tools you
need?)

« Can the owner or a friend help?

 What adjustments are feasible, in this
moment?
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Considerate Approach
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xC2jycWyvGs

Considerate Approach

DO

Keep your torso upright, bend at the knees
Angle your body slightly away, avert gaze
Kneel, stand, or sit in a chair

Toss food underhand/behind the dog

Speak softly, move calmly/deliberately

DON'T

Hinge at the hips, loom over

Hold direct eye contact, face head on

Sit all the way on the floor, kiss or hug

Lure closer with treats, reach into their space

Speak loudly, move quickly or “rile” up!

/
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1JUuqbwr0zp9lEqaV2eYQry1RB9qTDwCM/preview
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1CmJMETf7NirpWAYBJbYdXRo8bjyJtl-p/preview

Petting Consent Test



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1CoHgmZsyIJtxSh2BlAxQihEndFMRkxQg/preview
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1JD_XVyaroQkc3P7vgCRIPcLAOD7l_gTq/preview

Applications: Considerate Approach
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Situational Awareness

Approaching their kennel
Attaching their leash/slip lead
Picking them up
Approaching/reaching for their toy

Approaching/petting while they are
eating/drinking

Access to you (sitting on ground, licking

face)
Proximity to other dogs

Greeting strangers
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1COi1u_dNnmczXNTwe5KQYtYBvevIj0Jm/preview

Attaching a Slip lead
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Nz13a92JiBkgjHL-2TO1E5D8o5YTrOXN/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Nug_5nmxkKfeh0ib7pfdI5i-9xgYM56w/preview

Picking Up
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1OVcZusCoWFSpLnpZTinZQway-5u9vrjz/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1QCrY2t7ZljLrb-fe3ACBZOr1hN4X5qOz/preview

Stalling
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Nlrt5DeFCc0rZZrASI6pQfLGBIBevgA7/preview

Key Takeaways

Always observe both the dog and the
environment. WTF?

These are not our dogs at home, and stress
iImpacts behavior!

Apply a considerate approach and
situational awareness, to every interaction!

Be prepared with what you need!
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Questions?

Danielle Fuchs Carolyn Rositano

dfuchs@mspca.or crositano@mspca.org
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