Parishes of Dromara and Drumgooland

Fr Peter McNeill Tel: 406 50207 Emergency Tel: 079 69403762
Email: dromaradrumgooland@dromorediocese.org Web: www.dromaradgooland.org

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

14" January 20234
Weekend Masses Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet & 7:30pm Leitrim Parish £345 £1,033
Sun 9:00am Gargory & 11:00am Dromara Priest £591 £1,814
Christmas £1,918 £3,768

Weekday Masses
Mon 9:00am Leitrim & 7:30pm Dechomet
Tues 9:00am Dromara
Wed 7:30pm Leitrim
Fri 8% 7:30pm Dromara

The sick and housebound will be
attended this week

Recently Deceased

ANNIVERSARIES

DECHOMET

Sat13t  John Fitzpatrick
LEITRIM

Deceased Members of
McMullan Family (Legananny)
Pat & Aidan McAnulty
Paddy & Gerard O’'Hare
Henry & Rita O’'Hare

Sat 13th

Sat 20th

DROMARA
Dean Tony Davies
Terry Davies

Fri 19t

Young Adults Pilgrimage to Lourdes
6th to 11th Aug 18 to 30 year olds.

A great opportunity to the faith, spirit
and fun of a Lourdes Pilgrimage, volunteer
to help in Lourdes and grow in faith with
other like-minded young people.

For more information email your name
and mobile number to Frances at
youthdirector@dromorediocese.org

SVP Drom 077 3883 8191 / Drum 078 2541 9067
Safeguarding Contact Pat Carville 077 8991 7741

Thank you for your continued contributions
(figures include Dec standing orders)

Do This in Memory
The next part of the First Communion
preparation programme will be on
13t / 14th Jan
The children are asked to bring a small
bottle of water, it will be blessed during mass.

BINGO
Please join the 'Friends of St Michael's
Finnis Parents Group' on
Sun 14th Jan at 3pm
for a great afternoon of Bingo
in the Parish Hall. Doors open at 2:30pm.
Good fun, refreshments and a raffle,
so please come along and show
your support for the school.

St Colman’s College Open Day
Sat 20t Jan 10am-1pm
Principal’s address 11am & 12noon

Dromore Diocesan Historical Society

The Society will host an online lecture
by Geoff Cobb entitled

“From Poverty to Power: the Irish in New York”.
on
Mon 22nd Jan at 7:30pm
The ZOOM room will open at 7:20pm.
The talk will start at 7:30pm sharp.

We are delighted to welcome back our
New York contributor, Geoff Cobb.
Geoff, the author of four books on Brooklyn
history and a 2021 publication entitled
“The Irish in New York: Profiles of New Yorkers
who have Shaped the Empire State”,
is vice president for local history for the
New York Irish History Round Table and a
regular contributor to Irish America magazine.

A link to the talk can be obtained by
e-mailing the Hon Secretary goss.jjm@gmail.com
and will be forwarded on Mon 22nd Jan
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SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sunday«lgTv-Message

THE WORD

| WILL FOLLO

JUHN 1:35-42

Question: Who do you follow? It's
something millions of people do on X,
(formerly known as Twitter] - literally.

Mg pou Ko, X S & socisl networkang ool

that lets you follow ather people and recense
rressages from them. You can follow people,
and they can follow yow And you can ‘urfollow’
them, if they annoy or bore yow The mast
papular person on X & X-owenér Elon Mush,
with ower 140 rmillion followers.

Video-sharing platform TikTok is most populsr
with teensgers. Al the time of writing, the top
TikToker is Senegalete-bom takan Khabans
Lame, with moee than 180 millicn follovers.
The most papular person on Instagram

& Crigtiano Ronaldo with over GEZ milion
Tolicrwers.

But you dan't need a Social medss sccount 1o
Toliow Someone or Soemething. Who or what
you follow depends on your interests and
et

Iy you're & sparts fan, and you follow your
local dub ar county team. Maybe you suppont
& palitical party or palitician of movement.
e these's & certain brand or fashion ke
or product that you like. | like Apple. YWhen
Apple launches sormething rew, D wvant b e
i, even i | can' affond i

REFLECT

it mighit be wSeful to think sbout
whal it means o be & followar. Wi
Christians follow Jesis, but wiy? e
follow Jesus, but how?

There are thres aspects 1o following we
shoukd heep in mind.

First, to follow is a deliberate act, a decisan
we make with syes wide open. A conscious,
e ulatied commitrment. Sormthing we ke
resporebilty for A good fllower dossn't

Pl biirictiy, unthirtkingy. APter Werld War

Il, rmarny of Hitler's henchmen tried to derry
resporesbilty for ther acbors by claming
thery were sirply folkowing orders. Some af
thase responsile for what happened in state
and refigous-un nstitutions where sbuse
bevcrh place o charmesd they wen just daing
wiheat By e bold. To foll aw - & persar,
CauSe, movement - is wtl‘mﬂtﬂﬁ waitiu
open eyes, fully sware of what we're doing,
Folloswing becasss we chooss to. Aways have
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It's part of human nature 1o attsch owrsehes
o & person, movermnent o cause, and follow it
Ir1 e vy or anather, v if we never think
bt i, we are 3l fTolovwers.

Today's Gaspel is about following. Jesus calls
his first diseiphes, and they follaw him, They
hesree: behind their families and way of life to
fiodlory by Thesre st have been something
extraordinarily magnetic shout Jesus to make
pesoplE give up eserything o follow bim 1t
sEpms reckless Iresponsble. Yet this is what

they do.

O social medss, you can unfallow someand if
you wish. You can also stop following a political
party or celebrity or causs. Perhaps you ks
imerast. Perhaps your worldview changes.
Perhaps you grow more mature or detached,
Maybe you want a guister e, Most of Jesus®
fidlcravers geinse up Tolkowing fim when it wasn'
trerdy amyrmong, whien it became ik

The challenge for us Christians is néver o
giee up following Jesus. That, even sien we
sturmible and fail, we pick ourssbwes up and
fiodl cra biim g e, that, even when the Church
disappoiris us, we don't let its waakness stop
us froem foll owing Jesus, That mo matber what
trials or tribulations Corme Our wily, W rsver
stop folloeing Jesus, That we fallow him
alvrays, Faithiully, to the very end B

agency. Never alaw yoursalf to bea carried
along with the crowd.

Second, 1o follow i a declaration of kyalty
Wie identify with a person, a belief, a cause,
a mirvemiEnt. W state publichy: this i what |
substribe 1o, what | bedieve, what | support.
It's takireg our ke From the ane we folkv
W can fallow in the weang diection - think
of s whi stormed the Capital building in
Wiashinghon - tawands vialence, ingurrection,
white sugrermacy. We can follow in the right
diresction - think of those wh fallowsd Dr
Martin Luthes King - towards justice, equality.
racial hanmorny:

Today, there & 50 marny Compaling Yoices,
50 many people and causes clamouring for
our attention. What wery do we falkew? Who
dirmets our ives? Jesus said, ) am the way,
the truth and the ife” As his dscipkes, we
Follcrw Fiarn. Wies Liskes o lesad From him, Heis
our guide. He shows us the way.

wou be prepared to give up to fallow him?

FRAY

Aigk the Lord bo give you the courage to follow
him faithfully, whatewer the cost.

*

Each of u= has a vocabon to spread the Geepel

To folow Jesus means to become his dscple

Discipbeship i a constant tuming towards the
Loed

SAY
“Speak, Lord. your servant is

listening: you have the message of
eternal life”

Third, tes fellorw semear Faithiully is to
irmitates therm, Followers tend b take an the
characterstics of the one they folaw. The
birutality of the Mazs reflected the brotality of
their leader; the kyving service of a member
af the St Vincent de Paul society reflects

its fourder's compassion. Our ives reflect
our lesdian inour case, s of Maramth,
Falkowireg hirn misans beirsg lise him,

At e Baclen's irausguration thees Januarys
&ga, young Catholic poet Amanda Garman
rescitese heer beautifl poem The bill we chmb!
I her closing ines, she called on people o
e a ligght, b shnw mach othier the wary. These
iss abwarys light, she said, “if andy we are brive
encugh 1o See it if anly we are brave enough
o b it~

Jissus i the light of the woeld. To folaw bim
i s wel iy s gt Teo ot just see it But
e b it Wihiat light guicless you? Wha dho you
fiollcrw? W



