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PROGRAM NOTES
The title of this work should conjure up a Saturday afternoon band concert in the park in the early 1900s.
Commissioned by the Hot Springs Community Band, Gazebo Portraits was composed in the fall of 2003 and
recreates the mood, the sounds and the excitement of these outdoor concerts from years gone by. The music
salutes the continuation of these concerts by bands throughout the United States today. The three movements
include “Promenade”, “Love Song”, and finally, “Waltz”. Dedicated to Harvey McIntyre, president of the Hot
Springs Community Band, Gazebo Portraits was premiered at the Association of Concert Bands Convention in
May of 2004 in Hot Springs, Arkansas, Dr. Craig Hamilton, conductor.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER
Charles L. Booker, Jr. (b. 1952) is Associate Professor of Theory and Composition at the University of Arkansas -
Fort Smith. Mr. Booker, a former U.S. Army Bandmaster, received his degrees from the University of the State of
New York and the University of Texas at San Antonio. He later completed courses for Texas teacher certification
in secondary music at Texas State University. Mr. Booker studied composition with Hank Levy
(composer/arranger for Stan Kenton), Dr. Steve Strunk and Dr. James Balentine, and conducting with Dr. Robert
Garofalo and Dr. Robert Rustowicz. Mr. Booker has over forty published compositions and arrangements. His
music is published by Alfred, Kendor, Southern Music Company, Wingert-Jones, and Booker Music, and has been
performed internationally by schools, universities and professional bands that include The Army Band ("Pershing’s
Own"), the U.S. Army Field Band, the U.S. Military Academy Band (West Point), the U.S. Air Force Band of
Mid-America and the U.S. Air Force Academy Band.
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